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ADVERTISEMENT., 

Cr^HUS^ the long-wi/hed-for HiSTORT of th 
-^ Four Last Years of the ^EEN'j reign 
is at length, brought t& lights injpite of all attemfH 
tofupprefsit! 

As this publication is not made under the fanSion 
of the name or names ^ %vhich the author and the 
tvorldhada right to expeSl : it is fit feme account of the 
ivork^s appearing in this manner fhould be here given* 

Long before /^^ Dean's apparent decline ^ feme of 
his intimate friends-^ with concern^ fcrffww the im* 
pending fate of his fortune and his works. To ibis^ 
ijt is owing^ that thefe Jbeets^ vjkich the world now 
defpaired of ever feeing^ are refcuedfroni obfcuritj^ 
perhaps from deflruBion^ 

For thisy the public is indebted to a gentleman 
now * /// Ireland, of the greatefl probity and worthy 
with whom the Dean long lived in perfeB intimacy 
To this gentleman*! hands the De aw entrti/led a copy 
&f his biftary^ di^ring him to perufe and give Us 
judgment ofity with the lajl correBions and amende 
ments the author had given it^ in h'u own hand* 

His friend ready admired^ and approved. And 
from a dread of fe valuable and fe interefitig a worVs 
being by any accident loft or effaced^ as was probable^ 
by its tiot being intended to be pubhjbed in the author's 
lifetime ; he refolved to keep this copy^ till the author 
Jhouldprefe Urn for it-, but with a determined pur^ 
pofcy it fhould never fee the lights while there were 
* A 2 asiff 

^ At tbc time of the firft publication of the foUowio^ bifiory. 



viii advertisement:. 

^ny. hopes of the author^ s cwn copy being pnhlilhedy 
€r even preferred. 

This refolution^ he inviolably hepty till he and the 
world had full €iffurancey that the Td'EAi^^s execU'- 
torSy or thofe^ into whofe hands the original copy felly 
^were fo far from intending to publifh ity that it ivas^ 
n^ually fupprejfidy perhaps deftroyed. 

TheUy he thought himfelf not only at liberty y but 
judged it his ditty to his departed friendy and to the 
publicy to let this copyy ivhich he had now kept many 
years moft fecretly^ fee the light. 

ThuSy it has at length fallen into the hands of a 
perfony who publijhes it for the fatisfaSlion ofthepu^ 
blicy ahflraSied from all private regards ; which are 
-never, to he permitted to^ come in competition with the 
common good. 

Every judicious eye will feey that the author of 
thcfe f/jccts . wrote with flrong p^fftonSy but with 
flronger prepojfeffqns and prejudices in favour of a 
party*, Thifiy it may be imagined y the- editor y in 
fofne meafurey Jnay have adoptedy and puhlifhed this 
SiKrk as a kindoffupport ta that partyy or fome fuf- 
viving remnant theretf. 

It is but jufi to undeceive the reader y and inform 
hiniy from wl>at kind of hand he has received this 
worL A man may regard a good piece of painting y 
while he defpifes thefubjeB : ifthefubje^ be ever fo 
defpicablcy the maflerly flrokcs of the painter may de^ 
tnand our admiration ; while hcy in other refpeEiSy is 
entitled to no portion of our regard. 
• In poetry y we c/irry our admiration fill further y^ 
md lAe the poety while we affually contemn the 

matu 
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man. Hiftarians Jbare the like fate : Hence fome^ 
who have no regard to propriety or truths are yet 
admired for diBion^ Jy^^i manner^ and the like. 

The editor confiders this work in another light : 
be long knew the author ^ and was nojlranger to his 
politics^ connexions f tendencies, pajions, and the whole 
^economy of his life. He has long been hardily fin^* 
gular in condemning this great matfs conduB, amidft 
the admiring multitude ; nor ever could have thought 
of making, an inter eft in a man, who/e principles and 
manners, he could, by no rule ofreafon and honour, 
approve, however he might have admired his parts 
and Hvit» 

Such was judged the di/pofition of the man, whofe 
hiftory of the moft interefting period of time in the 
anneds ^Britaini are now herein offered to the read^ 
tr. He may well ajk, from what motives f The 
anfwer is eafily,ftmply given : 

The caufes affigned for delaying the publication of 
this hiftory, were principally theft : That the manu^ 
fcriptfell into the hands of men, who, whatever they 
might have been by the generality deemed, were, by 
the D£AH) believed to he of Ins party: though they 
£d not, after his death, judge it prudent to avow 
bis principles^ more than to deny them in his lifetime* 
Tbef^ men, having got their beavers, tobacco-^boxes, 
and other trifling remembrances of former friendfhip, 
by the Dean^s will, did not choofe publicly to avow 
principles, that had tnarred their frientTs promotion, 
and might probably put a flop to theirs i tberefore^ 
they gave the inquifitive world to underfland, that 
there was fometbing too flrong againfl many great 
A3 '"'V 
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men, as well as the fucceedtng fyjlem of public affai'rr 
in general ^ ifi trc Dean's liijlory of the Four Loft' 
JTcjrs of the Queen's Reign, to admit of a public 
'cation, in our times : and, ivith this poor injinuation, 
excufid themfelves, and fatisfied the *weahly tuell-nf 
feEled, in J^ppreJJing the manifeflation of difpleafmg 
truths, of hovj ever great importance tofociety* 

This manufcript has nonv fallen into the hands of 
a man, ivho never could ajfociate with, or even ap-- 
prove any of the parties or fdElions, that have differ 
rently diJtraBed, it might be f aid, difgraced thefe king^ 
doms ; ■ becaufe, he hns as yet known none, whofe mo*- 
tives or rules of aElion, were truth and the public 
good alone ; of one who judges that perjured magi'* 
flrates of alt denominations, and their mofl e^calted 
minions, may be expfed, deprived, and cut off, by 
ihe fundamental laitTS of his country ; and who, up^ 
en thefe principles, from his heart, approves and glo" 
ries in, the virtues of his predeceffors, wtho revived 
the truefpirit of the Britifh polity, in laying qftde a 
priejl-ridden, an hefh-petked tyrannical tool, who had 
overturned the political conjlitution of his country^ 
and in rc'injiituting the dijfolved body politic, by a 
xt\Q\\i\Aon, fupported by the laws of nature, and the 
realm, as the only means pf preferving the natural 
and legal, the civil and religious liberties of the mem^ 
bers of the commonwealth. 

Truth, in this marCs ^imation, can hurt no good 
eaufe. And filfbood and fraud, in religion and po'm 
Htics, are ever to be deteEled, to be exploded, 

Infnuations, that this hifory contained fomething 

injurious to the prefint eflablifhrnenty and therefore 

■■ -' necejfary 
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neceffary to be fuppreffedy ferve better the purpofes of 
tfitftahen w injidious malecontents^ than the real ptib^ 
Ttcatton can, Andy if any thing it/ere by this or any 
other hijlory to- be Jhewn efentially erroneous in our 
politics : Tvhof that calls himfelf a Briton, can be 
deemed fuch an impious fave^ as to conceal the </^- 
firuBive evil ? The editor of this work difdains and 
abhors the fervile thought ; andwijhes to live no long'- 
er, than he dare to thinks fpeaky write ^ and", in all 
things y to aB nvorthy of a Briton. 

From this regard to truths and to his country y the 
editor of this hi/iory was glad of an opportunity ofre^ 
fcuing fuch m writing from tkofe who meant tofup* 
prefs it .• the common caufe^ in his eftintationy require* 
ed and demanded itjhould be done; and the fooner it 
is publijbedy hcjudgedy the better : fory ifthecon* 
duB of the ^uen and her miniflers does not deferve 
the obloquy that has been long induftrioujty cajl upon 
it ; 'what is more juft than to vindicate it ? What 
more reafonablcy than that thisjhould be doncy whiU 
living witneffes may yet be called to pros^c or difprovo 
thefeveral allegations and ajfertions ; fince^ in a few 
years more, ftich witneffes may be as much wanting^ 
as to prevent a cafionization^ which is therefore pru^ 
dently procraftinated for above an age ? Let us then 
coolly hear what is to be /aid on thisfde the queftiony 
and judge lite Britons. 

^he editor would not be thought io jufify the au^^ 
thor of this hijlory y in all points y or even to attempt 
to acquit him of unbecoming prejudices and partialis 
ty : without being deeply verfed in hijlory or politic Sy 
£e can fee his author^ in many inftances^ blinded with 

pajfons^ 
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pajj^om^ thai dijgrace the hiftorian^ and blending nvitb 
pbrafis^ Hvortbj (fa Caefar or a Cicero, exprejfions 
$wt to, hijufiified hy try thy reafon^ or common fenfe ,- 
yet think him a mofi powerful orator ^ and a great 
ii/hrian* 

No ur^njudieed per/on will blame the He An, for 
4oing all that is consent with truth and decency ^ to 
vindicate the government of the Queen, and to ex^ 
)euJpate the conduSi of her minifiers, and her Iqfi ge^ 
fierah all good men would rejoice atfuch a wutica* 
tion. But^ if he meant no more than this, his wort 
fuould ill de/erve the title (fim hifiory» That he ge^ 
nerally tells truths, and founds bisi moJL material of* 
fertions uponfaSls, will, I think, be found very evi^ 
dent. Bui there is room to fufpeB, that, while h^ 
tells no more than the truth, he does not tell the 
whole truth. However, be makes it very clear, 
that the Queen's al^s, ejpecially our worthy 
friends the Dutch, were much to blame, for the novf 
generally condemned cohduS qf the Queen, with 
regard to the profecutuin of the war, and the bringm 
ing about the peace. 

, The autbof^s drawings ^chdraBers are confeffed- 
ly partial: for he tells us openly^ p.. 6. he means not 
to give cbaraBers entire, hutfUch pm^ti of each man*^ 
particular paffions, acquiret^en^,' dnd\ziAt%, a^ 
be was moft likely to transfer itLto bis poUticat 
fchemes* What, writing, what fentence, nsfhat cha^ 
raSer can flaeid this torture ? — What extreme per-^ 
verfon may not, let me fay ^ does not this produce ? — 
Yet thus does he choofe to treat all tru'n that were not 
favourers of the lateft nienfures of the Q^erNj 
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when the heft that has been /aid for her^ Jhews nnf 
more than that Jhe was blindfolded^ and held in 
leading-ftrings by her minifters. 

He does not fpare a man^ confejfed by all the 
nvorldy to have difcharged the duties of hisfoin^fion^ 
Hie a foldierj like an hero* Bttt charges Prince 
Eugene nitith raifing and keeping up a moft horrid 
hie mob^ ivith intent to affajjftnate Harley. For alt 
which odious charges^ he offers not one individuat 
point of proof. . 

He is not content^ ipith laying open again the ma* 
ny faults already publicly proved upon the late Duke 
(f Marlborougby but infinuates a new crime^ by 
feeming to attempt to acquit him of afpiring at the 
throne. But this is done in a manner peculiar to 
this author* 

On the other handy he extols the minifters and mi* 
tiions of the Qu EEN in the higheft terms ; and while 
he robs their antagonifts of every good quality y gene* 
rally gives thofe wifdom^ and every. virtue that cafh 
adorn human nature^ 

He is pot aft)amed to attempt to juflify^ what alt 
thinking good men muft condemn^ the Queen's 
making twelve peers at once^ to ferve a particular 
turn. 

All thefe may be ajcribed to thejhength of his pej^ 
fonsy and to the prejudicesy early imbibedy in favour 
of his indulgent Royal Miftr^Sy and her favourites 
andfervants. The judicious will look though th$ 
elegant clothingy and difpqffionately conftder ihefe at 
mete human errors^ to which no well-ntformed mind 

can. 
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ico/i affent. Tie editor thinks hlmfelf hound to pro'^ 
ifft agmnfl thentm 

He makes a few lapfes 01 the other ftdty without 
being as clear as an impartiaf hiftorian nmuld cboofe 
to appear. He more than hints at the Queer's 
difpieafitre at its being tnoved in parliament , that tie 
Prince EhECTORjbould be invited to refide in Eng- 
land, to whofe crown he was by law declared pre-- 
fotf^tive heir : But is always open upon the QvEEi^^S 
inkling on the Pretender's being fent out ^^ France, 
r-// is eajy to fee how incompatible thefe things ap" 
pear ? nothing could tend more tofecure the Hanover 
fuccejfion^ and to enlarge its benefits to Britain, than 
the bringing over the fncceffory wl^ojhould^ in every 
country y be well infirufftd in the language^ cufloms^ 
manner^ religion and laws of his future fubjc5fs^ 
before he comes to hold tin reins of government. And^ 
§ur author does not take the proper care to inform us^ 
bow far the FVencb thought ft to comply with ba^ 
ni/hing the Pretender their dominions; fnce many 
fiill live in doubt ^ that if he was fent out of France^ 
he wasfeni into England. 

But there is one 0xprejfton rf our author too per-m 
verfe^ too grofly abujid$ to admit of ofiy apology ^ of 
any palliation. It is not to be fuppofed^ that he was 
igmrant tfany word in the Engltfh language. And 
kcfi of all can he befuppofed ignorant of the mean* 
ing of a word^ which^ had it been ever fo dotdtf/t 
before^ had a certain meamng imprejfed upon it by the 
muthority of parliament^ of whicKno fenftble fubjeSl 
tan be ignorant^, 

Notwithflanding 
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Not%mihfiiMdifig thuj mfhere m^ auihotj^ais tf 
the UOi king Jame^i bt ealb bm the abditatejt 
leitig, andgkfes tie fame epkbet ewn to his family. 
Timighthisvfe^^ iU-advifed^ and Uhfated frincef 
in every fenfe of the ivord^ with Romans and Eng* 
iifli, tindfo aU intents andfttrpofes^ abdicated ; yet 
tan he% in H9 Jenfe he called abdicated ; unlefs thf 
popples afferting their rights^ and defen(Rng themf elves 
«j^^ ' ^^f ^^ ^^^ b^ coa^aS with hisfub^ 
jeBsj and^vertumed their government, can be called 
abdicalCiOa in them s which no man in hisfenfes can 
he hardy enough tofupport, open any principle ofrea* 
fin^ «r the laws of Eiigtand. Let the reader judge, 
-iMeh this is m^ likely to be, errdr or defign. 

S^krfeemcfpfions the editor thought himf^^ 
mtth to fime parts ofiih wori, to hep clear of the 
^agre^k imputations of being of a party^ of what-- 
Joevir denomination, in ^pp^tim to truth, and the 
rights and Bberties eftheftAjeB. 

Thefe laid afide, the work wiH -"be found to havio 
many beauties, many excellencies. Some have of late 
affeBedto depreciate this hiJlory,from an ihfinuation, 
made only Jtnce the author* s death ; to wit, that he 
was never admitted into the fecrets of the adminiftra* 
iioti^ Jfut made to believe he was a confident, only to 
engage him in the lift of the minjfierial writprs of 
that reign. 

Thefal/hood of this will readily appear, upon per* 
ufalofthe work. Thisfbews, he knew the moftfe* 
cret fprings of every movement in the whole compli^ 
cated machine. That heftatesfaBs, too well known 
to he eonte/led, in ^legantjimplicitj, and reafons upon 

them 
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ihim with thf talents of the greatejl hiflorian. Ani 
thus makes an hifiory^ compofed rather of negociatient 
than anions f mofi entertaining^ offeEling^ and inte^ 
refting^ in/lead of beings as might be expeSled^ heavy ^ 
dull J and dif agreeable* 

It is now ft to apologize for fome errors^ which 
the judicious mufi dif cover upon a perufal of lhi{ work* 
Jt is for this^ among other reafans^ much to- be la-- 
tnentedy that this hi/lory was noi publifbed under the 
yauthor^s 9wn inJ^eBion, Jt is next to impoffible^ to 
copy or print any. work without, fault Sy and moftfo^ 
where the authoi^s eye is wanting. 

It is not to be imagined^ that even our author ^ hoW" 
ever accurate ^ however great ^ wasyetjlrifily andper^ 
feBly correB in his writings* Tet^ where fome feeming 
inaccuracies in flyle or exprefjion have been difcover'- 
ed; the deference, due to the author^ made any altera'^ 
tion too prefumptuous a tafk for the editor. Thefe 
are therefore left to the amending hand of every fen^ 
^ble and polite reader^ \ 
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HISTORY 

OF THE 

FOUR LAST YEx\RS 

OF THE 

Q^ U E E N. 

BOOK I. 

I PROPOSE to give the public an account of 
the moll important afFairs at home, during 
the laft fcflion of parliament, as well as of 
our negociations of peace abroad, not only during 
that period, but fome time before and fince. I 
(hall relate the chief matters tranfaded by both 
Houfes in that feflion, and difcover the defigns 
carried on by the heads of a dxfcontented party, 
not only againft the miniftry, but in fome man- 
ner againft the crown itfelf : I like wife (hall (late 
the debts of the nation, (hew by what mifmanage- 
ment, and to ferve what purpofcs, they were at 
firft contradled, by what negligence or corruption 
they have fo prodigioufly grown, and what me- 
thods have fince been taken to provide, not only 
for their payment, but to prevent the Ukt mvt 
Vol. XIL B cVy^I 
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chief for the time to come. Although, in an age 
like ours, I can cxpcfl: very few impartial reader*, 
yet I fliall ftrittty follow truth, or what reafon- 
ably appeared to mc to be fuch, after the mod 
impartial enquiries I could make, and the beft 
opportunities of being informed by thofe who 
were the principal a£tors or advifers. 

Neither fhall I mingle panegyric or fatire 
with an hiftory intended to inform pofterity, as 
well as to inftruft thofe of the prefent age, who 
may be ignorant or mifled ; fince fa£ls, truly re- 
lated, are the l>eft applaufcs, or moft lading re- 
proaches. 

Difcourfes upon fubje6ls relating to the public, 
ufually feem to be calculated for London only, 
and fom^ few miles about it^ while the authors 
fuppofe their readers to be informed of feveral 
particulars, to which thofe that live remote, arc, 
for the generality, utter (Irangers. Moft people, 
who frequent this town, acquire a fort of fmatter- 
ine (fuch as it is) which qualifies them for read- 
ing a pamphlet, and finding out what is meant 
by inuendoes or hints at fa^ or perfons, initial 
letters of names, wherein gentlemen at a diftance, 
ailthough perhaps of much better underftandingsi, 
are wholly in the dark : wherefore, that thefc 
Memoirs may be rendered more generally intelli- 
gible and ufeful, it will be convenient to give the 
reader a fliort view of the ftate and djfpofition of 
affairs, when the laft feflion of parliament began : 
and, becaufe the party-leaders, who had loft their 
power and places, were, upoii that juncture, em- 
ploying 
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ploying all their engines in an attempt to re-cfta- 
ilifli themfelves, I fhall venture one ftep farther, 
and reprefent fo much of their charaAers, as may 
he fuppofed to have Influenced their politics. 

On the 7th day of December^ 171 1> began the 
fecond feflion of parliament. It was now above a, 
year Gnce the queen had thought fit to put the 
great offices of fiate, and of her houfhold, into 
other hands. However, three of the difcontcnt- 
cd lords were dill in poflcfEon of their places ; 
for the Duke of Marlborough continued general, 
the Duke of Somerfet mailer of the horfe, and the 
Earl of Cholmondelyj treafurer of her Majefty's 
houfliold ; likewife great numbers of the fame party 
ftill kept employments of value and importance, 
which had not been ufual of late years upon any 
changes of minidry. The Queen, who judged 
the temper of her people by this houfe of com- 
mons,, which a landed intereft had freely chofcn, 
found them very defirous of a fecure and honour* 
able peace,, and difpofed to leave the lAanage- 
ment of it to her own wifdom, and that of her 
council. She had, therefore, feveral months be«* 
fore the feffion began, fent to inform the States 
General of fome overtures which had been made 
Iter by the enemy ; and,. during that fummer, her 
Majefty took feveral further fteps in this great 
affair, until at length, after many difficulties, » 
congrefs for a general treaty at Utrecht was a- 
greed upoti ; the whole proceedings of which 
previous ncgociations between our court and that 
B z of 
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of France^ I fliall, in its proper place, very parti- 
cularly relate. 

The nation was already upon a better foot 
•with refpeft to its debts ; for the Earl of Oxford^ 
lord treafurer, had, in the preceding feffion, ' 
propofed and efFefted ways and means in the 
houfe of commons (where he was then a mem- 
ber) for providing a parliamentary fund to clear 
the heavy arrear of ten millions (whereof the 
greatefl part lay upon the navy) without any new 
burthen (at lead after a very few years) to the 
kingdom ; and at the fame time he took care to 
prevent further incumbrances upon that ar- 
ticle, by finding ready money for naval provifions, 
which hath faved the public fomewhat more than 
cent per cent, in that mighty branch of our cx- 
pences. 

The clergy were altogether in the interefts and 
the meafures of the prefent miniftry, which had 
appeared fo boldly in their defence, during a pro- 
f-'cution againft one of their members j where the 
whole facred order M'as undcrftood to be con- 
cerned. The zeal fhewn for that moft religious 
bill to fettle a fund for building fifty new 
churches in and about the city of London^ was a 
.frefh obligation ; and they were farther highly- 
gratified by her Majefty choofing one of their 
body to be a great officer of ftate. * . 

By this time, likewife, all difputes about thefe 
principles, which ufed originally to divide Whig 
and Tory, were wholly dropped } and thofe fan- 

tadical 
* Dr. aobinfpn, Lord Biibop of Briibl, to be Lord Privy-ScaL 
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taftical words ought in jufticc to have been fo» 
too, provided we could have found out more con- 
venient names, whereby to diftinguifh lovers of 
peace from lovers of war, or thofe who wouldt 
leave her Majefty fome degree of freedom in the 
choice of her minifters, from others who could 
not be fatisfied with her choofing any, except 
flich as (he was moft averfe from. But where a- 
nation is once divided, intereft ^md animofity 
will keep open the breach, without being fup- 
ported by any other principles ; or, at worft, a 
body of difcontented people can change, and take 
up what principles they pleafe. As to the difpo- 
fition of tfae^oppofite party^ we all remember,, 
that the removal of the lad miniftry was brought 
about by feveral degrees^ through which means « 
it happened, that they and their friends were 
hardly recovered out of one aftonifhment, before 
tlicy fell into another ; this fcene lafted for fome 
months', and was followed by a period of rage 
aiid defpair, natural to thofe, who refled that 
they have loft a fecure game by their own rafh- 
nefs^ folly, and waftt of common management,, 
when, at the fame time, they knew by escpcri- 
ence, that a watchful and dexterous adverfary lay- 
ready to take the advantage. However, fome time 
before the feffion, the heads of that party began 
to recoDcfl: themfelves, and rally their forces, 
like an enemy that hath been beaten out of the 
field, but finds he is not purfued ; for although 
the chiefs of this faction were thought to have 
but little eflcem or friefudihip for each other, yet. 
B 3v \.U^n; 



6 HISTORY OF THE 

tfiey perfcftly agreed in one general end, of diC- 
treffing, by all pofllble methods, the new admi- 
niftration, wherein, if they could fucceed fo far 
as to put the Queen under any great neceffity, 
Another parliament muft be called, and perhaps 
the power devolve again into their own hands. 

The iffue and event of that grand confederacy 
appearing in both houfes, although under a diffe- 
rent form, upon the very firfl: day the parliament 
met i I cannot better begin the relation of affairs, 
commencing from that period, than by a tho- 
rough deteftion of the whole intrigue, carried on 
with the greateft privacy and application, which 
muft be acknowledged to have, for fcveral days, 
difconccrted fome of the miniftry, as well as 
difpirited their friends, and the confequences 
whereof have, in reality, been fo very pernicious 
to the kingdom. 

. But bccaufe the principal leaders in this defign 
are the fame perfona, to whom, fince the lofs of 
their power, all the oppofition has been owing, 
which the court received, either in treaties a- 
broad, or the admlniftration at home, it may not 
be improper to defcribe thofc qualities in each 
of them, which few of their admirers will deny, 
and which appears chiefly to have influenced 
tjiem in a£ling their feveral parts upon the public 
ftage 5 for I do not intend to draw their charaGers 
entire, which would be tedious, and little to the 
purpofe ; but (hall only fingle out thofe pafliions, 
acquirements, and habits, which the owners 
were moft likely to transfer into their political 

fchemc5, 
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fchemes, and which were moft fubfcment to the 
defigps they feemed to have in view. 

The Lord Sommers may very dcfervedly be 
reputed the head and oracle of that party ; he 
hath raifed himfelf, by the concurrence of many 
circumdances^ to the greatcft employments of 
the (late, without the lead fupport from birth or 
fortune ; he hath conftantly, and with great ftea- 
dinefs^ cultivated thofe principles under which he 
grew. That accident which firft produced him 
into the world, of pleading for the bifiiops whom 
King James had fent to the Tower, might have 
proved a piece of merit as honourable as it was 
fortunate; but the old republican fpirit, which 
the revolution had reflored, began to teach other 
leflbns -, That fince we had accepted a new King 
from a Calviniflical commonwealth, we mufl like« 
wife admit new maxims in religion and govern* 
ment : But (ince the nobility and gentry would 
probably adhere to the efUblifhed church, and to 
the rights of monarchy, as delivered down from 
their anceftors, it was the practice of thefe politi- 
cians to introduce fuch men as were perfectly in- 
different to any or no religion, and who were not 
likely to inherit much loyalty from thofe to 
whom they owed their birth. Of this number 
was the perfon I am now defcribing. I have 
hardly known any man with talents more proper 
to acquire and preferve the favour of a prince ; 
never offending in word or gefture, which were, 
in the higheft degree, courteous and complaifanc, 
wherein be fet aa . excellepit example to hi» col«- 

Icagucs^ 
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leagues, which they did not think fit to follbw:- 
But this extreme civility, which is uiiiverfal and 
undiftinguifhed, and in private converfation,. 
where he oblerveth it as inviolably as if he were 
in the greateft aflembly,.is fbmetimes cenfured as 
formal. 

Two reafons are affigned for this behaviour:: 
Firft, that from the confcioufncfs of his humble- 
original, he keepeth all familiarity at the utmoft* 
diftance, which otherwife might be apt to in* 
trude : The fecond, that being fenfible how fub^- 
je£t he is to violent paffions, he avoideth all in- 
citements to them, by teaching tbofe he converfes^ 
with, from his own example, to keep a great way 
within the bounds of decency and refped. And 
it is indeed true, that no man is more apt to take- 
fire upon the leaft appearance of provocation,, 
which temper he drives to fubdue with the 
Utmoft violence upon himfelf; fo that his breaft 
has been feed to heave, and his eyes to fparkle 
with rage, in thofe very moments when his 
words and the cadence of his voice were in the 
faumbleft and fbfteft manner. Perhaps, that> 
force upon his nature, may caufe that infatiable 
love of revenge, which his detraflors lay to his 
charge, who confequently reckon dii&mulation 
among his chief perfe^iionsi Avarice he hath 
none ; and his ambition is gratified by being the 
uncontefted head of his party. With an excel*^ 
lent underftanding, adorned by all the pdite parts 
of learning, he hath very little tafte for convcr- 
iktioo^ to which he prefers the pleafure of read*^ 

ing 
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Ing and thinking ; and, in the intervals of his 
time, amufeth himfelf with an illiterate chaplain, 
an humble companion, or a favourite fervant. 

Thefe are fbme few diftinguifliing marks in 
the charader of tha.t perfon who now prefideth 
over the difcontented party, although he be not 
anfwerable for all their miftakes ; and if his pre- 
cepts had been more ftri£Uy followed, perhaps 
their power would not have been fo cafily (ha- 
ken. I have been afTured, and heard him profcfs, 
that he was againfl: engaging in that fooIi(h pro- 
fecution of Dr. Sacheverel^ as what he forefaw 
was likely to end in their rurn : That he blamed 
the rough demeanour of fome perfons to the 
Queen, as a great failure in prudence s and that 
when it appeared her Majefty was firmly refolved 
into a treaty of peace, he advifed his friends no4 
to oppofe it in its progrefs, but find fault with it 
after it was made, which would be a copy of the 
like ufage themfelves had met with after the 
treaty of Ry/wici, and the fafeft, as well as the 
mod probable way of difgracing the promoters 
and advifers. I have been the larger in reprefent- 
ing ta the reader fome idea of this extraordinary 
genius; becaufe, whatever attempt hath hitherto 
been made with any appearance of condu£b, or 
probability of fuccefs, to reftore the dominion of 
that party, was infallibly contrived by him ; and 
I prophefy the fame for the future, as long as his 
age and infirmities will leaVe him capable of buG* 
ncfs. 

The Duke of ^jr/i(?r^«|:A's charaftcrhath been fo 

varioufly 
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varlonfiy drawn, and is indeed of fo mixed a na- 
ture in itfelf, that it is hard to pronounce on ei- 
ther fide, without the fufpicion of flattery or de- 
traction. I &all fay nothing of his military aC'^ 
complifliments, which the oppofitc reports of his 
fri^ends and enemies among the foldiers, have 
rendered problematical: But if he be among 
thofe who delight in war, it i& agreed to be not', 
for the reafons common witli other generals.. 
Thofe maligners, who deny him perfonal valour,, 
-feem not to confider that this accufation is. 
charged at a venture, fince the perfon of a wife 
genend is too feldom expofcd, to form any judg^ 
ment in the matter; and that fear which is faid 
to hare fometimes difcoriccited him before aA. 
adlion, might probably he- more for his army- 
^han for himfelf. He wlas bred in the height of 
what is called the Tory Priwdple, and continued 
with aft rong bias that way j till the other party 
had bid higher for hiih than his friends could af- 
ford to give. His nvant of literature is in fome 
fort fupplied by a.gpod underftanding, a degree 
of natural elocution, and that knowledge of the 
world, which is learned in armies and courts. 
We are not to take the height of his ambition. 
from his foliciting to be general fdr life ; I am 
perfuaded his chief motive was the pay and per- 
quifites by continuing the war, and that he had 
then no intention of fettling the crown in his fa- 
mily, his only fon having been dead fome years 
before : He is noted to be matter of great tem- 
per, able to govern, or very well difguife his 

paflions^,. 
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pafnpns, which are all melted dpwn orextingviQi- 
ed in his love of wealth. That liberality which 
nature has denied him, with refptdt of money, 
he makes up by a great profufion of promife»| 
but this perfe£Hon, fo ncceflary in courts, is not 
very fuccefsful in camps afnong foldiers, who are 
not refined enough to underftand or to reliih it. 

His wife, the Dutchefs, may ju(l|y chdlengc 
her place in this lift: it is to her the Duke is 
chiefly inciebted for his greatnefs . and his fall. 
For above twenty years, fhe poiTeiTed, without a 
rival, the favours of the moft indulgent miftrefs 
in the world ; nor eyer mified one fingle oppor- 
tunity that fell in her way, of improving it to her 
own advant;|ge. She hath preferved a tolerable 
court-reputation, with rcfpefl: of love and gallan- 
try ^ but three furies reigned in her breaft« the 
moft iports^l enemies of al) fofter paffions, which 
were, fordid avarice, difdainful pride, and ungo* 
veinable rage. By the laft of thefe, often break- 
ing out in fallies of the moft unpardonable fort, 
(he had Iqng alienated her fovereign^s mind, be- 
fore it appeared to the 'world* This lady is not 
without fpme degree of wit ; and hath, in her 
time, affected the cbara£ker of it, by the wfutl 
method of arguing againft religion, and proving 
the do£krine of Chriftianity to be impofliUe and 
abfurd. Imagine what fuch a fpirit, irritated by 
Ac lofs of power, favour and eniployraem> i« c^- 
, "pable of afting or attempting, and then I have 

faid enough* 

The 
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The next in order to be mentioned, is the Earl 
of Godolphin. It is faiJ he was originally in- 
tended for a trade, before his friends preferred 
him to be a page at court, which fome very un- 
juftly have objeffced as a reproach. He hath rifen 
gradually in four reigns ; and was more conftant 
to his fecond mafter King Jamesy than fome p- 
thers who had received much greater obligations ; 
for he attended the abdicated King to the fea* 
fide, and kept conftant correfpondence with him 
till the day of his death. He always profefTed a 
fort of a paflion for^he Queen at 5/. Germains : 
and his letters were to her in a ftyle of what the 
French call douhle^entendre^ in a mixture of love 
and refpefl: : He ufed frequently to fend her 
from hence little prefents of thofe things, which 
are agreeable to ladies, for which he always alked 
King William^ leave, as if without her privity ; 
becaufe, if fhehad known that circumftance,it was 
to be fuppofed (he would not accept them. Phy- 
fiognomifts would hardly difcover, by confulting 
the afpeft of this Lord, that his predominant paf- 
fions were love and play. That he could fome- 
times fcratch out a fong in praife of his miftrefs 
with a pencil and a card ^ or that he hath tears 
at command, like a woman, to be ufed either in 
an intrigue of gallantry or politics. His alliance 
with the Marlborough family, and his paflion for 
the Dutchefs, were the cords which dragged him 
into a party whofe principles he naturally diflik- 
cd, and whofe leaders he perfonally hated, as 
they did him ; he became a thorough convert by 

a pcrfeft 
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a pcrfe£i trifle, taking pet at a nick-name * deli- 
vered by Dr, Sackeverelf with great indifcrction, 
from the pulpit, which he applied to himfelf. And 
this is one, among many inllances, given by his 
enemies, that magnanimity is none of his virtues. 
The Earl of Sunderland is another of that al- 
liance. It feems to have been this gentleman's 
fortune, to have learned his divinity from his 
uncle, and his politics from his tutor, f It may 
be thought a blemifh in bis charafter, that he 
hath much fallen from the height of thofe repub- 
lican principles with which he began ; for, in 
liis father's lifetime, while he was a member of 
tic houfe of commons, he would often, among 
Jiis familiar friends, refufe the title of Lord, (as 
he hath done to rayfelf), fwear that he would ne- 
ver be called otherwife than Charles Spencer^ 
and hoped to fee the day when there fliould not 
be a peer in England* His underftanding, at the 
beft, is of the middling fize j neither hath he 
much improved it, either in reality, or, which 
is very unfortunate, even in the opinion o£ 
the world, by an overgrown library. It 
is hstfd JO decide, whether he learned that 
rough way of treating his fovereign from the 
lady he is allied to, or whether it be the refult o£ 
his own nature. The fenfe of the injuries ho 
hath done, renders him (as it is very natural) 
implacable towards thoie to whom he hath given 

• Volpone. 

t Dr. Trimnely fincc BUhop of Wiaton. 
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the greateft caufe of complaint ; for which rea- 
fon, he will never forgive cither the Queen, or 
tlie prefent treafurer. 

The Earl of Wharton hath filled the pro- 
vince allotted him by his colleagues, with fufE- 
ciency equal to the ablefl: of them all ; he hath 
imbibed his father's* principles in government, 
but dropt his religiott, and took up no other in its 
(lead ; excepting that circumftance, he is a firm 
prefbyterian. He is perfeftly (killed in all the 
arts of managing at ele£Wons, as well as in large 
baits of pleafure for making converts of young 
men of quality upon their firft appearance ; in 
. which public fervice, he tontrafted fuch large 
debts, that his brethren were forced, out of mere 
juftice, to leave Ireland at his mercy, where he 
had only time to fet himfelf fight. Although the 
graver heads of his party think him too profligate 
and abandoned, yet they dare not be afhamed of 
him 5 for, befides his talents above mentioned, 
he is very ufeful in parliament, being a ready 
fpeaker, and content to employ his gift upon 
fuch occafions, where thofe who conceive they 
have any remainder of reputation or modefty, arc 
afhamed to appear. In fliort, he is an incontefti- 
ble inftance to difcover the true nature of faftion ; 
fince, being over-run with every quality which 
produceth contempt and hatred in all other com- 
merce of the world, he hath, notwithftanding, 
been able to make fo confiderable a figure. 

The 

* The Earl his father «as a ripd Prelbytciiilli 
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The Lord Cowper, although his merits are 
later than the reft, defervcth a rank in this great 
council. He was confiderable in the ftation of a 
pra<3ifing lawyer ; but, as he was raifed to be a 
chancellor and a peer, without paffing through 
any of the intermediate fteps, which, in late 
times, hath been the conftant pra£tice ; and, lit- 
tle fkilled in the nature of government, or the 
true intercft of princes, further than the munici- 
pal or common law of England, his abilities, as 
to foreign affairs, did not equally appear in the 
' council. Some improper paflages of his life were 
thought to difqualify him for that ofEcc, by 
which he was to be the guardian of the Queen's 
conicience ; but thefe difficulties were eaCly over- 
ruled by the authors of his promotion, who want- 
ed a perfoB that would be fubfervient to all their 
deiigns } wherein they were not difappointed. 
As to his other accomplifliments, he was what 
we ufuidly call a piece of a fcholar,, and a good lo- 
gical reafoner, if thia were not too often allayed 
by a fallacious way of managing an argument^ 
which makes him apt to deceive the unwary, and 
fomctimcs to deceive himfelf. 

The laft 10 be fpoken of in thi« lift, is the Earl 
of Nottingham^ a convert and acquifition to that 
party fioce their fall, to which he contributed his 
aflVftanoe, I mean his words, and probably his 
wifties ; for he had always lived under the con- 
ftant vifibte profeffioQ of princi^es dire^y oppo- 
£te to thofe of ht$ new friends. His vehemei^t 
itid freq^uent fpeeches againft admittiag the 
Cz Prince 
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Prince of Orange to the throne, are yet to be 
feen ; and although a numerous fiamily gave a 
fpecious pretence to his love of power and money 
for taking an employment under that monarch, 
yet he was allowed to have ahvays kept a refer vc 
cf allegiance to his exiled mafter ; of which his 
friends produce feveral inftances, and fome while 
he was fecretary of ftate to King William. Hils 
outward regularity of life, his appearance of re* 
ligion, and feeming zeal for the church, as they 
are an eiFedl, fo they are the excufe of that ftiff- 
nefs and formality, with which his nature i3 
fraught. His aduft complexion difpofeth him to 
rigour and feverity, which his admirers palliate 
with the name of zeal. No man had ever a fin<- 
cerer Countenance, or more truly reprefenting hii8 
mind and manners. He hath fomc knowledge in 
the, law, very amply fufficient to defend his pro- 
perty at leaft : a facility of utterance, defcended, 
to him from his father, and improved by a few 
fprinklingsof literature, hath brought himfelf and 
•fome few admirers into an opinion of hia elo- 
quence. He is every way inferior to bis brother 
Guernfeyy but chiefly in thofe talcots which 
he moft values and pretends to, over whom, ne- 
▼epthelefs, he preferveth an afcendant. His great 
ambition was, to be the head of thofe who were 
called the Church Party ; and indeed, his grave 
ibiemn deportment and countenance, feconded by 
abmidance of jprofeiBolis for their fervice, had gi- 
Ten many of them an opinion of his veracity, 
'whi^bhe ixuerprete4 as their {enie of his judg* 
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nient and wifdom ; and this miftake laded till 
the time of his defedion, of which it was partljp 
the caufe : but then it plainly appeared) that he 
bad not credit to bring over one (ingle profelyt^^ 
to keep bimfelf in countenance. 

Thefe lineaments^ however impcrfc£Hy drawn^. 
may help the reader's imagination to conceive 
what fort of perfons thofe were, who had the 
boldnefs to encounter the Queen and miniftry, aU: 
^mc head of a great majority of th^ landed inte-r 
refl i and this upon a pointy where the quiet of 
her Majefly's reign> the fecurity, or, at lead, the 
freedom of her perfon, the lives of her moft 
faithful friends, and the fettling of the nation by 
a peace,, were^ in the confeq^uences,, deeply con* 
cemed. 

During the domuiion of the laee men in power^ 
addreffes had been procured fx^m both houfes ta 
' the Qgieen, jreprefentfng their opinion, that no- 
peace could be fecure with Britain, while Spaittp, 
er the Weji^htdiesy remained in the pofleflion of 
the Bourbon fanasly. But her Majefly havings 
im reafons which hare been often told to thr 
world, and which will not be foon forgotten^ 
<caUed a new parliament, and choie a new fet oE 
fervams,, began to view things and pcrfons in an* 
«tbcr light. She confidered the neceflities 9f her 
people, the difbuit profpett of a peace upon fuck 
an improbable condition, which was never men^ 
tionedor onderflood in the grand alliance*,, the 
unequal barthea fhe bore m t^ie war, bf the* 
fta&ices of the allies, upon the corruption o£* 
C 3^ ^ibmc 
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feme whom fhe moft trufted, or, perhaps, ty tHe- 
praftices of thefe upon the allies; and, laftly, by 
the changes which death had brought about in 
the jAuJlrian and Bourbon families: upon all 
which motives, flie was prevailed upon to receive 
fome over{ures from France^ in behalf of herfelf 
and the %^hole confederacy. The feveral fteps of 
this negotiation, from its firft rife to the time I. 
iam how writing, fhall be related in another part 
df this hiftory. Let it fufSce for the prefent to fayi 
that fuch propofals were received from France-^ 
as were thought fuflScicnt, by our court, where* 
upon to appoint time and place for a general 
trtaty 5 and foon after the opening of the feC- 
fipn^ the Bifliop of Briftoi*^ lord privy feal, was 
difpatched to Utrecht^ where he and the Earl of 
Stf'tifford were appointed plenipotentiaries for the 
<^een of Gy-eat Britain^ 

• - The managers of the difeontented party, who-, 
during the whole fummer, had obferved the mo* 
tions of the court running fail towards a peace) 
began to gather up all their forces, in order to 
©ppofe her Majcfty's defigns when the parliament 
fliould meet: their only ftrength was in the 
houfe of Lords, where the Queen had a very cra- 
«y majority, made by thofe whofe hearts were 
in the other intereft, but whofe fears, expefta- 
tions, or immediate dependance,. had hitherto 
iept them within bounds. There were two 
'Lor4s,upoo whofe abilities arid influence, of a very 
-different nature, the managers built their ftrongeft 
. ' hopefti 

; Dr. RobinfoPi aftcrwai:4s ^Bifliop of JL<oadQib 
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%opes. The firft was the Duke of Somer/ef^ 
inafter of the borfe. This Duke, as we]l as hi« 
Dutchefs, were in a good degree of favour with 
the Queen, upon the fcore of fome civilities an* 
refpe£ts her Majefty had received from them 
while (he was Princefs. For fome years after the 
Revolution, he never appeared at court, but wag 
looked upon as a favourer of the abdicated fami'^ 
ly ; and it was the late Earl of Rochejier who fii ft 
prefented him to King William. However, fincc 
the time he came into employment, which was 
towards the clofe of the kft reign, he hath been 
a conftant zealous member of the other party, 
but never failed either in attendance or refpefl 
towards the Queen's perfon, or, at moft, only 
threatened, fometimes, that he would ferve no 
longer, while fuch or fuch men were employed*; 
which, as things went then, was not reckoned 
any offence at all, again fl: duty or good beha- 
Tiour. He had been much careficd and flattered 
by the Lords of the Jun^a*, who fometimee 
went fo far, as to give him hopes of the crown in 
reverfion to his family, upon failure of the houfe 
o( Hafifiveri All this worked fo far upon his 
imagination, that he afFeAed to appear the head 
of their party, to which his talents were ijo way 
proportioned ; for they foon grew weary of hie 
indigeftcd fchemes,. and his imperious manner of 
.obtruding them : they began to drop him at their 
meetings, or contradifted him, with little cere- 
mony^ when he happened to be. there ; which his 

haughty 
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Jiaughty nature was not able to brook. Thus, 0. 
mortal quarrel was kindled between him and the 
whole aflembly of party leaders : fo that, upon 
the Queen's firft intentions of changing her mi* 
aiftry, foon after the trial of Dr. Sacheverely he 
appointed feverai meetings with HarUy alone, ia 
the mod prtyate manner^ in places and at times. 
Jeaft liable to fufpicion. He employed all his. 
'credit with the Queen, to drire on the removal 
^£ m^ Lord Godolpb'm and the reft \ and in the 
€Ounci;l treated the fmall remainder, who con* 
tinued fome timejbnger i« their places, with all 
pofEble marks of hatred or difdain : but, when the 
queilion came for diflblving the parliament, be 
ftopped fhort. He had already fatiated his re<- 
fentments, which were not againft things, but 
peribns ; he furioully oppofed that council, ixuk 
j>rom)fed to undertake for the parliament himi(elf«^ 
When the Queen had declared her pleafure for 
ibe difTolutioQ, be flew off in a greater rage thaa 
ever, oppofed the court in all ele£tions where hr 
Ikad influence or power, and made very humble 
advances to reconcile himfelf with the difcarde<t 
Lords, efpecially the Earl of Gocblplnnj who* 
16 reported to have treated him at Newmarket m^ 
m moft contemptuous manner. But the fincerity 
•f his repentance, which appeared manifefUy ixt 
rire firft feffion of the new parliament, and the 
mfc he migibt be of by his own remaining credit, 
Qt rather that of his Dutchefe, with the Queen,. 
■M length begat a reconcilement. He ftill kept 
IfUM- employment and place ia the cabinet-council,, 

bult 
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but had never appeared there, from an avowed 
diflike of all pcrfons and proceedings. It hap- 
pened about the end of the fummer 1711, at 
Windfor^ when the cabinet-council was fummon- 
ed, this Duke, whether by direflions from hfli 
teachers, or the inftabilky of his nature, took a 
fancy to refume his place; and a chair was 
brought accordingly : upon which, Mr. Secretary 
St. John refufed to affift ; and gave his reafonSy 
that he would never fit in council with a man 
who had fo' often betrayed them, and was openly 
engaged with a fa£lion, which endeavoured to ob- 
ftrud all her Majefty's meafures. Thus, the 
council was put off to next d;ly, amd the Duke 
made no farther attempts to be there.. But upon 
this incident^ he declared open war againft the mi« 
Biftry ; and from that time to. the feffion, em« 
ployed himfelf in fpiriting up feveral depending 
Lords to adhere to their friends, when air occa« 
Son fliould offer. The arguments he made ufe 
of were. That thofe in power defigned to make an 
ignominious and unfecure peace, without con- 
fulting the allies ; thsift this could be no other- 
ways prevented, than by an addrefs from the 
Lords, to fignify their opinion, that no peace 
could be honourable or fecure, while &pain or the 
Weft'IndiiSi remained in any of the Bourbon fami- 
ly; upon wbich feveral farther refolutions and 
inquiries would naturally follow ; that the dif- 
ferences between the two houfes upon this, muft 
either be made up by the commons agreeing with 
^^ |49rds^ or muit end ia a diffolution ; whioh 
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-would be followed by a return of the old min^. 
Sury \ who, by the foice of money aod manage- 
i&ent> could ea£ily get another paiiiament to theic 
wifhes. He farther afliired them boldly, that the 
Queen herfelf was at the bottom of this defigiiy 
and had empowered him to de(ire their votes a* 
gainft th^ peace, as a point that would be for her 
fervice ; and therefore, they need not be in pain 
upon account of their penfions, or any far- 
ther marks of favour they expcfled. Thus, bf 
reviving the old art of ufing her Majefty's autho-^ 
rity againfl: her peribn, he prevailed over fome 
who were not otherways in a (lation oC life txy 
oppofe the crown j and his profelytes may pre« 
tend to fome (hare of pity, fince he ofiered for aa 
argument his own example,, who kept his place* 
and favour^ after all he had done to deferve the 
lofs of both. 

. The other Lord, in whom the difcontented 
managers placed much of their hopes^ was the 
Earl of N^tingbatn^ already mentioned \ than 
whom, no man ever appeared to hate them moret 
or to be more pleafed at their fall^ partly from 
bis avowed principles^ but chiefly from the hopea 
he had in &aring their fpoils. But it fell out» 
that he wa« no way acceptable to the Queen, or 
her new fcrvants : thefc apprehended no little 
trouble and knpedtment to the public bufinefs^ 
from his reftlcfs, talkative, overweening manner, 
if once he was fufiered to have any part in af- 
fairs ; and he flood very ill with the court, hzY^ 
iog made a motion ia the houfc of Lords, and 



^OOR LAST YEARS OF THE (^TEEN. «f 

iti her Mzjtdfs prcfcncc, that the eledoral prince 
-of Hamver might be invited to refide in Englani^ 
although he had before declared to the Queen, 
how much he was againft that propofal^ when \t 
was firft offered by the other party. However, 
fome very confiderable employments had been 
given to his neareft relations ; and he had one or 
two offers for himfelf, which he thought fit to re- 
fufe, as not equal to his merits and charafter. 
Upon the Earl of Rochefter's deceafc, he conceiv- 
td that the crown would hardly overlook him for 
•prefident of the council, and deeply refented that 
tlifappointment. But the Duke of Neivcajfle^ 
Lord privy feal, dying feme time after, he found 
Aat office was firft defigned for the Earl of Jer-^ 
fey ; and, upon this Lord's fudden death, was ac- 
tually difpofed of to the Bifhop of Brtflol ; by 
which he plainly faw, that the Queen was deter- 
itiined againft giving him any opportunity of di- 
refting in affairs, or difplaying his eloquence in 
Ac cabinet-council. He had now fhakcn off all 
remains of patience or temper; and from the con- 
i temptations of his own difappointments, fell, as 
[ it 18 natural, to find, fault with the public ma- 
nagement, and to affure his neighbours in the 
country, that the nation was in imminent danger 
of being ruined* The difcontented Lords were 
foon apprized of this great change ; and the Duke 
^lRo)xhurghj\kiZ Earl's fon-in-law, was difpatch- 
ed down to Burleigh on the Hilly to cultivate his 

Jprcfent difpofiiions, and offer him whatever 
l&mfi he pleafed to infift on. The Earl itum^- 



»4 HISTORYoFTHR 

diately agreed to fall in with any meafures for di» 
ftreffing or deftroying the miniftry. But, in or* 
der to prefcrve his reputation with the church* 
party, and, perhaps, bring them over to his in* 
terefts, he propofed that a bill fhould be brought 
into the houfc of Lords, for preventing occafional 
conformity, and be unanimoufly agreed to by all 
the peer^ of the Low-church principle; which 
would convince the world of their good inten- 
tions to the cftablifhed religion ; and that their 
oppofitions to the court wholly proceeded from 
their care of the nation, and concern for its ho- 
nour and fafety. Thefe preparations were pub- 
lic enough 5 and the minifters had fufficient time 
to arm themfelves : but they feem to have a£i:ed^ 
in this junfture, like men who trufted to the 
goodnefs of their caufe, and the general inclina- 
tions of the kingdom, rather than to thofe arts 
which our corruptions have too often made ne* 
ceflary. Calculations were indeed taken, by 
which it was computed, that there would be a 
majority of ten upon the fide of the court. I re- 
member to have told my Lord tiarcourt and Mr. 
Priory that a majority of ten was only a majority 
Qi five \ becaufe, if their adverfaries could bring 
off five, the number would be equal : and fo it 
happened to prove ; for the miftake lay in count- 
ing upon the bare promifes of thofe who were 
wholly in the intereft of the old miniftry, and 
were only kept in awe by the fear of offending 
the crown, and lofing their fubfiftcnce, wherein 
the Duke of Somerfet had given them full fatif- 

fadion/ 
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fa£lion. With thcfe difpofitions of both partirj, 
and fears and hopes of the event, the parliament 
met upon the ferenth of December 1711. V'e 
Queen's fpecch (excepting what related to fup- 
pHes) was chiefly taken up in telling both houics 
what progrefs (he had made towards a general 
peace, and her hopes of bringing it to a fpeedy 
concluOon. As foon as her Majefty was with- 
drawn, the Houfe of Lords, in a committee, re- 
folved upon an addrefs of thanks ; to which the 
Earl of Nottingham propofed an addition of the 
following claufe : *' And we do beg leave to re- 
•• prefent it to your Majefty, as the humble opi- 
«* nion and advice of this houfe, that no peace 
*• can be fafe or honourable to Great Britain or 
•* Europe^ if Spain and the Wcjl- Indies are to be 
•* allotted to any branch of the houfe of Bourbon^* 
He was feconded by the Earl of Scarborough ; 
and, after a debate of feveral hours, the queflion 
for the claufe was carried, as I remember, by not 
above two voices. The next day the houfe a- 
greed with the committee, the depending lords 
having taken frefli courage from their principals^ 
and fome who profefled themfelves very humble 
fervants to the prefent miniftry, and enemies to 
the former, went along with the ftream, pretend- 
ing not to fee the confequences that muft vifibly 
follow. The addrefs was prefentcd on the ele^ 
venth \ to which her Majfefty's anfwer was very 
Ihort and dry. She diftinguifned their thanks 
from the reft of the piece ; and, in return to Lord 
Ngtiingham^s claufe, faid, She (hould be forry that. 
Vol. XII. D ' any 
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;^ny body could think (he would not do her ut» 
moil endeavours to recover Spain and the W^^* 
Indies from the houfe of Bourbon. Upon the 
fifteenth of December ^ the Earl of Nottingham 
liktwifc brought in the bill to prevent occafional 
conformity, (although under a difguifed title), 
which met with no oppofition, but was fwallow- 
ed by thofe very lords who always appeared with 
the utmoft -violence againft the leaft advantage 
to the eftabliflied church. But, in the houfe of 
commons there appeared a very diiFerent fpirit ; 
for, when one Mr. Robert Walpole offered a claufc 
of the fame nature with that of the Earl of Not»» 
iingham, it was rejefted with contempt, by a 
very great majority. Their addrefs was, in 
the moft dutiful manner, approving what her 
Majefty had done towards a peace, and trufting 
entirely to her wifdom in the future management 
of it. This addrefs was prefented to the Queen 
a day before that of the lords, and received an 
anfwcr diftinguifhedly gracious; but the other 
party was noways difcouraged by either anfwer, 
which they looked upon as only matter of jcourfe, 
?nd the fenfe of thc-miniftry, contrary to that of 
the Queen. 

The parliament fat as long as the approaching 
feftival would allow ; and, upon the twenty-fc- 
cond, the land-tax and occasional bills having 
received the royal aflent, the houfe of commons 
adjourned to the fourteenth of January following ; 
but the adjournment of the lords was only to the 
fyQOad, the prevailing party there b«ipg in bafte 

to 
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to purfue the confequenccs of the Earl of Not" 
tingham'% claufe, which they hoped would end in 
the ruin of the treafurer, and overthrow of the 
miniftry; and therefore took the advantage of 
this interval, that they might not be difturbed 
by the commons. 

When this addrefs againft any peace without 
Spaifiy &c. was carried in the houfe of lords, it is 
not eafy to defcribe the efFefts it had upon moft 
mens paffions. The partizans of the old miniftry 
triumphed loudly, and without any referve, as if 
the game were their own. The Earl of Wharton 
■was obfcrved in the houfe to fmile, and put his 
hands to his neck, when any of the miniftry was 
fpeaking ; by which he would have it underftood, 
that fome heads were in danger. Parker, the 
chief juftice, began already, with great zeal and 
ofEcioufnefs, to profecute authors and printers of ^ 
weekly and other papers, writ in defence of the 
adminiftration. In fliort, joy and vengeance fat 
vifible in every couruenance of that party. 

On . the other fide, all well-wifliers to the 
queen, the church, or the peace, were equally 
dejefted 5 and the treafurer flood the forcmoft 
mark, both of his enemies fury, and the ccnfure 
of his friends. Among the latter, fome imput- 
ed this fatal mifcarriage to his procraftinating 
nature ; others to his unmeafurable public thrift : 
both parties agreed, that a firft minifter, with 
very moderate fltill in affairs, might eafily have 
governed the event 5 and fome began to doubt, 
vhctbcr the, great fame of his abilities, acquired 



as HlSTORYoFTHE 

in other ftations, were what he juftly defervcd. 
All this he knew well enough^ and heard it with 
phlegm ^ neither did it make any alteration in 
his countenance or humour. He told Monf. Buysj 
the Dutch envoy, two days before the parliament 
fat, that he was forry for what was like to pafsi, 
becaufe the States would be the firft fufferers, 
which he defired the envoy to remember : and to 
kis ncareft friends, who appeared in pain about 
the public or thcmfclves, he only faid, that all 
would be well, and defired them not to be 
frighted. ^ 

It was, I cponceive, upon thefe motives, that 
* the trcafurer advifed her majefty to create twelve 
new lords, and thereby difable the fting of fac^ 
tion for the reft of her life. This promotion was fo 
ordered, that a third part were of thofe, on whom, 
or their pofterity, the peerage would naturally 
devolve ; and the reft were fuch, whofe merit, 
tirth and fortune, could admit of no exception. 

The adverfe party being thus driven down by 
open force, had nothing left but to complain, 
which they loudly did, That it was a pernicious 
example fet for ill princes to follow, who, by the 
fame rule, might make, at any time, an hundred 
as well as twelve; and, by thefe rneans, become 
mafters of the houfe of lords whenever they pleafp 
ed, which would be dangerous to our liberties* 
To this it was anfwercd. That ill princes feldom 
trouble thcmfelves to look for precedents \ that 
men of great eftates will not be lefs fond of pre- 
fcrving their liberties when they arc created peers > 

tbat;i 
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tftat, in fuch a government as this, where the 
prince holds the balance between two great pow- 
ers, the nobiJity and people, it is the very na- 
ture of his oflSce, to remove from one fcale into 
the other, or fometimes put his own weight into 
the lightcft, fo as to bring both to an equilibrium ; 
and, laftly, that the other party had been above 
twenty years corrupting the nobility with repub- 
lican principles, which nothing but the royal- 
pferogative could hinder from over-fprcading us. 
The conformity bill, above-mentioned, was pre- 
pared by the Earl of Nottingham ^ before the par*- 
liament met, and brought in at the fame time 
with the claufe againft peace, according to the- ^ 
bargain made between him and his new friends. 
This, he hoped, would not only fave his credit 
with the church-party, but bring them over to his 
politics J fince they muft needs be convinced,. 
that, inftead of changing his own principles, he 
had prevailed on the greateft enemies to the efta- 
Wiflied religion, to be the firft movers, in a law 
for the perpetual fettlement of it. Here it watf 
worth obferving, with what rcfignation the junto 
lords (a^ they were then called) were fubmitted to 
By their adherents and followjsrs 5 for it is well 
Known, that the chief among the diflcnting teach- 
ers in town were confulted upon this afFair, and' 
fuch arguments ufcd, as had power to corivince 
them, that nothing could be of greater advantage. 
to their caufe, than the pajfEng this bill. I did,, 
indeed,, fee a letter at that time from one of" 
D J, , them,, 
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'^ * . 
tbem, to a great man *,, complaimng that they 
were betrayed and undone by their pretended 
friends 5 but they were, in general,. very well fa- 
tisfied, upon promifes that this law fhould be re« 
pealed, and others raore in their favour enafted^ 
9S foon as their friends fhould be re-eft ablilhcd. 
But nothing feemed more extraordinary than the 
event of this refined management, by which the. 
Earl of Nottingham was fo far from bringing over 
profelytes (wherein his abilities fell very fliort 
even of the Duke of Somerfeth) or preferving the 
reputation of a firm Churchman, that very few 
people did fo much as imagine he^had any fuch 

^.^^^cfign : only, when be brought in the bill, they 
conceived it was fome wonderful deep reach of 
politics, which they could not comprehend : how- 
ever, they liked the thing j and, without troubling 
themfelves about the perfons or motives from, 
whence it rofe, it bad a very fpcedy paflagc^ 
through both houfes. 

It muft be confefledj that fome attempt of this; 
X>ature was much more neceflary to the leaders o£ 

^ that party than. is generally tjiought; the defirc 
of power and revenge was common to them ail j; 
feut fevcral among them were alfo eonfcious that 
they flood in. need of protection, whofe fafety 
•was therefore concerned in the defign of ruining 
the miniftry, as well as their ambition. The 
Duke of Marlborough forefaw thofe examinations, 
which were afterwards made into fome parts of 
bis management, and was apprchenfivc of a great 

deal 
* It was to tbe TreaTurer hinfd^ 
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deal more ; that the parliament would, perhaps, 
enquire into the particulars of the negotiation at 
the Hague in 1709 ; for what ends, and by whofe 
advice, the propofitions of peace from France were 
rejefted : befides, he dreaded, left that myfterious 
policy might be laid open to the world, of defiring 
the queeh to conftitute him general for life, which 
was a very tender point, and would admit of too 
much proof. It is true ipdeed, that wbilft the 
Duke's affair was under the confideration of the 
houfe of commons, one of his creatures * (wlie- 
ther by direction or otherwife) affured the fpeaker, 
with a very ferious countenance, that the world 
was miftaken in cenfuring his lord upon this ar- 
ticle \ for it was the Queen who preffed the Duke 
to accept that commiffion, aivd, upon his humble 
refufal, conceived her firft difpleafure. againft 
him. How fuch a defence would have paffed, if 
it had been offered in form, is eafier to be con- 
ceived, than how any perfon in his wits cou|d 
have the confidence to affirm it ; which bft would^, 
indeed, be hard to believe, if there were any room, 
left for doubt. 

The Elarl of Godolphin wanted proteftion, not- 
withftanding the aft of general pardon which had 
been procured by his credit, and was principally 
calculated for his own fecurity : he knew that his 
long negleft of compelUng the accountaiits to 
pafs their accounts, might be punifhed as a breach: 
of truft : he had run the kingdom into immenfe^ 
debts, by taking up ftores for the navy, upon a 

,vaft. 
^ Cr^V fatho: to th& Sccrctac)[»> 
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vaft difcounr, without parliamentary fecurity,. 
for which he could be able to plead neither law 
nor neceflity ; and he had given way at leaft to- 
fome proceedings, not very juftifiable, in relation 
to remittances of money, whereby the public had 
fufFcred confiderable lofles. The barrier treaty 
fat heavy upon the lord Town/end's fpiritff ; be* 
caufe, if it fliould be laid before the houfe of 
commons, whoever ncgociated that affair, might 
be fubjeft to the moft fevere animadverfion : and 
the Earl of Wkaricn^s adminiflration in Ireland^ 
was looked upon as a fufficient ground to impeach 
him, at leaft for high crimes and mifdemeanours. 
The managers in Hoiland 'VJtxt fufficiently ap* 
prized of all this ; and Monf. Buys^ their mifiiftcp 
here, took care to cultivate that good correfpon- 
dcnce between his matters and their EngUJb^ 
friends^ which becomes two confederates purfu- 
ing ihc fame end. This man had formerly been- 
employed in England ixova that, republic, and un- 
derftood a little of our language. His proficien- 
cy in learning has been fuch, as to furnifh, now 
and then, a Latin quotation, of which he is as li'^ ■ 
beral as his ftock will admit. His knowledge ini 
government reaches no farther than that of his 
own country, by which he forms and cultivates* 
matters of ftate for the reft of the world. His 
rcafonUigs upon politics are with great ppofufion- 
at all meetings; and he leaves the company with 
entire fatisfaftion that he hath fully convinced 
them. He is well provided with that inferior- 
fort Qf cunningi, which is the growth of his coun- 
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try, of a flandard with the genius of the people, 
and capable of being transferred into every 
condition of life among them, from the boor to 
the burgomafter. He came into England with 
inftru6^ions, authorizing him to accommodate 
all differences between her Majefty and the States ; 
but having firft advifed with the confederate lords, 
he aflured the miniftry, he had powers to hear 
their propofals, but none to conclude : and, hav- 
ing reprefeqted' to his m afters what had been 
told him by the adverfe party, he prevailed with 
them to revoke his powers. He found the inte- 
reft of thofe who withftood the court, would ex- 
a£lly fall in with the^efigns of the States, which 
were, to carry on the war as long as they could^ 
at our own expence, and to fee themfclves at the 
head of a treaty of peace, whenever they were 
difpofed to apply to France^ or to receive over- 
tures from thence. The Emperor, upon many 
powerful reafons, was utterly avcrfe from all 
councils, which aimed at putting an end to the 
war, without delivering him the whole dominion 
of Spain : Nay, the Eledor of Hanover himfelf, 
although prefumptivc heir to the crown of Eng" 
landj and obliged, by all forts of ties, to cultivate 
her Majefty's friendfhip, was fo far deceived by 
mifreprefentations from hence, that he feemed to 
fuffer Monf. Bothmaty his envoy here, tp print and 
publifh a memorial in Englijb^ direAly *difap- 
proving all her majefty's proceedings; which 
memorial, as appcareth by the ftyle and manner of 
Uj yas all drawn up, or at leaft digcfted, by fomc 

jart^ 
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party pen on this fide of the Vrater. Cautious 
writers, in order to avoid offence or danger, and 
to preferve the refpeft even due to foreign prin*- 
CCS, do ufually charge the wrong ftcps in a court 
altogether upon the perfons employed : but I 
fhould have taken a fecurer method, and have been 
wholly filent in this point, if I had not then con- 
ceived fome hope, that his Electoral Highnefs 
might poflibly have been a ftranger to the memo- 
rial of his refident : For, firft, tha mariner of de* 
livering it to the fecretary of ftate was out of all 
form, and aimoft as extraordinary as the thing it- 
felf. Monfieur Bothmar having obtained an hour 
of Mr. Secretary &U John^ talked much to him. 
^pon the fubje&t of which that memorial confiils; 
and> upon going away, dcfired he might leave a 
paptr with the fecretary, which, he faid, con* 
tained the fubftance of what he had been difcourf- 
ihg. This paper Mr. &• John laid a fide, among^ 
others of little confequence 5 and, a few days af* 
ter, faw a memorial in print, which he found,, 
upon comparing, to be the fame with what Boith^ 
mar had left. 

During this (hort fecefs of parliament, and 
upon Ac fifth day of January^ Prince Eugene of 
Savoy landed in England, Before he left his fliip, 
he aflced a perfon who came to meet him, Whc-» 
ther the Ifero Lor<h were made, and %vhat was 
tbeir number ? He was attended through the 
ftreets with a mighty rabble of- people, to Su 
Jante/s^ where Mr. Secretary St. John introduc* 
ci him to the Quecnj who received him with 

..great 
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{reat civility. His arrival had been long expc£i- 
cd i and the profpe£t of his journey had as long 
been formed bythe party-leaders here, in concert 
with Monf. Buys^ and Monf. Bothmar^ the Dutch 
and Hanover envoys. This prince brought over 
credentials from the Emperor, with ofFers to con- 
tinue the war upon a new foot, very advantage*- 
ous to Britain ; part of which, by her Majefty*3 
commands, Mr. St, John foon after produced to 
the houfe of commons, where they were rejefled, 
Hot without fome indignation, by a great major!-- 
ty. The Emperor's propofals, as far as related 
to Spain, were commuiMcat^d to the houfe in the 
words following : 

*« His Imperial Majefty judges, that 40,000 
<* men will be fufficient for this fcrvice ; and that 
^* the whole expence of the war in Spain may a- 
«* mount to four millions of crowns, towards 
'•^ which his Imperial Majefty offers to make up 
*• the troops, which he has in that country, to 
^ 30,000 men, and to take one million of crowns 
** upon himfelf.'' 

On the other fide, the houfe of commons voted 
a third part of thcfe four millions as a fuffitient 
quota for her Majefty toward that fervice : for, 
it was fuppofed, the Emperor ought to bear the 
greateft proportion in a point that fo ncyly con- 
cerned him 5 or, at leaft, that Britain contribut- 
ing one-third, the other two might be paid by his 
Imperial Majefty and the States, as they could 
ftttle it between them. 

The defign of Prince Eugene^s journey, was to 

raifc 



ft ' 



3tf HISTORY otTHfi 

raife a fpirit in the parliament arid people for 
continuing the war: For nothing was thought 
impoffiblc to a Prince of fuch high reputation in 
arms, in great favour with the Emperor, and cm- 
powered to make fuch propofals from his mafter^ 
as the miniftry durft not rejeffc. It appeared by 
an intercepted letter from Count Gallasj (former- 
ly the Emperor's envoy here) that the Prince was 

. wholly left to his liberty of making what offers . 
he pleafed in the Emperor's name ; for, if the 
parliament could once be brought to raife funds, 
and the war go on, the minifters here muft be 
under a^neceffity of applying and expending thofe 
funds ; and the Emperor could afterwards find 
twenty rcafons and excufes, as he had hitherto 
done, for not furnifhing his quota. Therefore, 
Prince Eugene^ for fome time, kept himfelf with- 
in generals, until being prefled to explain him- 
felf upon that particular of the war in Spain^ 
which the houfe of Aujlria pretended to have 
mod at heart, he made that offer above mention- 
•" ed, as a mod extraordinary effort ; and fo it was, 
confidering how little they had ever done before, 
towards the recovering that monarchy to them- 
felves. But, fliameful as thefe propofals ^erc, 
few believed the Emperor would obferve them; 
or, indeed, that he ever intended to fpare fo ma- 
ny men's would make up an army of 30,000 
men, to be employed in Spain. 

Prince Eugene^s vifit to his friends in England 

-continued longer than was expefted ; he was eve- j 
ry day entertained magnificently, by pcrfons of | 

quality I 



FOUR LAST YEARS OF THB QUEEIT. 37 

qaality of both parties ; he went frequently 
to the trcafurcr, and fometimes-aflfefted to do it 
in private 5 he vifited the other minifters and 
great officers of the court, but, on all occafions^ 
publickly owned the charaftcr and appellation of 
a Whig ; and, in fecret, had continual meetings 
with the Duke . of Marlborough, and the other 
difcontented lords, where M. Bolhmar ufually af- 
fiftdd. . 'It i^ the great ambition of this prince to 
be perpetually engaged in war, without confider- 
ing the caufe or confequencc, and to fee himfelf 
at the head of an armjr, where only he can make 
any confiderable figure. He is not without a na* 
tural tinfture of that cruelty, fometimes charged 
upon the Italians; and, being njarfed inarms, 
hath fo far extinguiflied pity and remorfe, that he 
will, at any time, facrifice a thoufand mens lives, 
to a caprice of glory or revenge. Ke had con-* 
ccived an incurable hatred for the treafurer, as 
the perfon who principally oppofcd this inlatiablc 
paffion for war ; faid he ha4 hopes of others ; 
but that the treafurer was un tnechant- (liable^ 
not to be moved : therefore, Cnce it was impof- 
fible for him or his friends to compafs their dc- 
figns, while that miiiifter continued at the head 
of aflFairs, he propofed an expedient* often prac- 
tifed by thofe of his country, that the treafurer 
(to ufe his own exprefEon) lliould be taken oflF, ct 
la negligence ; that this might eafiJy be done, and 
pafs for an efFeft of chance, if it were preceded 
by encouraging fome proper people to commit 
fmall riots in the night : and, in feyeral parts of 
Vol. XU. E ' the 
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the town, t crew of obfcure ruffians were accord- 
ingly cmj^oycd about that time, who probably 
exceeded their commiffion, and,- mixing them- 
felves with thofe diforderly people, that often in- 
fcft the ftreets at midnight, aSed inhuman out- 
rages on many pcrfons, whom they cut and 
mangled in the faces and arms, and other parts 
of the bddy, without any provocation. But an 
effeftual flop was foon put to thofe enormities, 
which probably prevented the execution of the 
inain defign. 

I am very fenfiblc, that fuch an imputation 
ought not to be charged upon any perfon whatfo- 
eVer, upon flight grounds, or doubtful furmifes> 
and that thofe who think I am able to produce no" 
better, will judge this paffage to be fitter for a 
libel than a hiftory ; but, as the account was gi- 
ven by more than one perfoH, who was at the 
meeting, fo it was confirmed, paft all contradic- 
tion, by feveral intercepted letters and papers : 
And It is moft certain, that the rage of the de* 
feated party, upon their frequent difappoint- 
ments, was fo far inflamed, as to make them ca- 
pdblc of fome counfcls yet more violent and def- 
pcrate than this ; which, however, by the vigi- 
lance 6f thofe near the perfon of her Majefty, 
i^ere happily prevented. 

On the 3dth of December^ 1711, the Duke of 
Marlhor^gh was removed from all his employ- 
nftents, the Duke of Ormond fuccceding him as 
general, both here and in Flanders. This pro- 
ceeding of the court, as far as it related to the 

Dokc 
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Duke of Marlborough^ was much cenfured both 
at home and abroad, and by fome who did not 
wiCh ill to the prefent fituation of affairs. There 
were few examples of a commander being dif- 
graced^ after an uninterrupted courfe of fuccefs 
for many years againft a formidable enemy, and 
this be£bfe a period was put to the war. Thofc 
who bad kail eileem for his valour and conduct, 
thought it not prudent to remove a general, 
wfaofe troops were perpetually victorious while 
he was at their head \ becaufe this had infufed 
into his foldiers an opinion, that they (hould aU 
vaya conquer, and into the enemy, that they 
fliCMtld always be beaten \ than which, nothing is 
held to be of greater moment, either in the pro- 
•pefs of a war, or upon the day of battle : and I 
have good grounds to affirm, that thefe reafons 
had fufficient weight with the Queen and mini- 
ftry to have kept the Duke of Marlborough ir* his 
poft, if a way could have been found out to have 
done it with any aiTurance of fafety to the na- 
tion. It is the misfortune of princes, that the 
effe^ of their diff^eaiTure make ufually much 
more noife than the cauiTes : thus,the found of the 
Duke's faii was heard further than many of the 
reafons which made it neceffary, whereof, thou^ 
iomt were vifible enough, yet others lay more in 
the dark. ^ 

Upon the Duke's laft return from Flanders^ he 
had fixed his arrival to town (whether by acci- 
dent or otherwife) upon the 1 7th of November^ 
caUed Queen Elizabeths day, when great num- 
E 2 beri 
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bers of his creatures and admirers had thought fit 
to reYire**n old ceremony among the rabble, oi 
burning the Pope in effigy ; for the performance 
of which, with more folemnity, they had made 
extraordinary preparations. From the feveral 
circumftances of the expence in this intended 
pageantry, and of the perfons who promoted it 
the court, apprehcnfive of a defign to inflame th( 
common people, thought fit to order, that the fe- 
veral figures fliould be feized as popifli trinkets, 
and guards were ordered to patrole for-pre venting 
aiiy tumultuous aflemblies. Whether this frolic 
•was only intended for an affront to the court, oi 
■whether it had a deeper meaning, I muft leav^ 
undetermined. The Duke, in his own nature, h 
not much turned to be popular ; and in his floit 
riftiing times, when he came to England upor 
the clofe of a campaign, he rather aflTedled to a* 
yoid any concourfe of the mobile, if they hac 
been difpofed to attehd him ; therefore, fo ver^ 
different a proceeding at this junftare, made ii 
fufpefted as if he had a defign to have pbcec 
himfelf at their head* France^ popery, the pre- 
tender, and no peace without Spain^ were thi 
words to be given about at this mock parade ; 
and if what was confidently afTerted be true, that 
a report was tg have^.b^en fpread, at the famx 
time, of the Queen's death, no man can tell whai 
might have been the event. 

But this attempt, to whatever purpofes intend- 
ed, proving wholly abortive, by the vigilance oi 
thofe in power, the Puke's arrival wa$ withoui 

anj 
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any noife or confequence ; and, upon confulting 
with his friends, he foon fell in with their new 
fcheme for preventing the peace. It was be- 
lieved by many perfons, that the miniilers might, 
with little difficulty, have brought him over, if 
' they had pleafed to make a trial i for as he 
would probably have accepted any terms to con- 
tinue in a Aation of fuch prodigious profit, {q 
there was fufiicient room to work upon his fears, 
of which he is feidom unprovided (I mean only 
in his political capacity), and his infirmity very 
much increafed by his unmeafurable pofTeiTions^ 
which have rendered him i^iqne omrique timett" 
iem* But reafon^ as well as the event, proved 
this to be a miftake ; '^for the minifters being de- 
terixiined to bring the war to as fpeedy an LQue 
as the honour and fafety of their country would 
permit, could not poflihly recdinpenfe the Duke 
for the mighty incomes he held by the continu- 
^UQe of it. Then the other party had calculated 
their numbers •, and, by the acccffion of the Earl 
of Nottingbamy whofe example they hoped would 
ha,ve many followers, and the. fuccefsful folicita- 
tions of the Duke of Somerfet^ found they were 
liire of a majority in the houfe of lords ; fo that, 
in this view of circumftances, the Duke of Mar U 
borough thought he a£icd with fecurity, as well as 
advantage. He therefore boldly fell, with his ' 
whole weight, into the defign of ruining the mi- 
niftry^ ^t the expence of his duty to his fovereign, 
and the welfare of bis country, after the mighty 
legations lae had received fjFQm both. Whig 
£ 3 and 
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and Tory were now no longer the difpute, but 
the Queen or the Duke of Marlborough : He 
vras at the head of all the cabals and confults 
■with Bcthinar^ Buys, and the difcontented lords : 
He forgot that government of his paffiori, for 
which his admirers ufed to celebrate him, and 
fell into all the impotencies of anger and vio- 
lence upon every party debate j fo that the Queen 
found herfelf under a neceflity, either, on the one 
fide, to facrifice thofe friends who had ventured thieir 
lives in rcfcuing her out of the power of fonic^ 
whofe former treatment fhe had little reafon to 
be fond of, to put an end to the progrefs fhe haid 
made towards a peace, and diffolve her parlia- 
ment ; or, on the other fide, by removing one 
perfon from fo great a truft, to get clear of all 
• her difficulties at once. Her Majefty, therefore, 
determined upon the latter, as the ftiortcr and 
fafer courfe 5 and, during the recefs at Chrijtmas^ 
fent the Duke a letter, to tell bim (he had no 
farther occalion for his fervice; 

There hath not, perhaps, in the prefent age, 
been a clearer inflance to (hew the inftability of 
ill greatnefs, which is not founded upon virtue 5 
and it may be an inftruftion to princes, who arc 
well in the hearts of their people, that the over- 
grown power of any particuliar perfon, although 
fupported by exorbitant wealth, can, by a little 
refolution, be reduced in a moment, without any 
dangerous confequences. This lord, who was, 
beyond all comparifon, thegreateft fubjeft inChrift^ 
endom^ found his power^ credit^ and influence^ 

crumble 



FOUR £AST TEARS OF THE QUEEN. 45' 

crumble away on a fudden ; and, except a few 
friends or followers by inclination, the reft 
dropped off in courfe. Ffom direfting^ in fomc 
manner, the affairs of Europe^ he defcended to be 
a member of a fadiion, and with little diftin£Uon 
even there \ that virtue of fubduing his refent- 
ments, for which he was fo famed when he had 
little or no occafioa to exert it, having now 
wholly forfaken him when he flood moft in need 
of its afliftance, and, upon trial, was found un- 
able to bear a reverfe of fortune, giving way ta^ 
rage, impatience, envy, and difconteut. 

BOOK II. 

THE Koufe of Lords met upon the fecond 
day of January^ according to their ad- 
journment ; but before they could proceed to 
bufinefs, the twelve new created peers were, in 
the ufual form, admitted to their feats in that 
affembly, who, by their number, turned the ba- 
lance on the fide of the court, and voted an ad- 
journment to the fame day with the commons. 
Upon the 14th of Jemuary^ the two houfes 
met i but the Queen, who intended to be there 
in perfon, fcnt a meffage to inform them, " That 
" die was prevented by a: fudden return of the 
" gout, and to defirc they would adjourn for 
*^ three days longer, when her Majefty hoped flic 
•^•fliould be able to fpeak to them." However, 
her indifpofition flill continuing, Mr, Secretary 
Sf. John brought another meffage to the houfe of 

commons 
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commons from the Quceii, containing the fuV« 
ftancc of what (he intended to have fpokcBu 
** That fhe could now tell them, her plepipoteiv- 
** tiaries were arrivfed at Utrecht ^ and had begun> 
** in purfuance of her inftruftions, to concert the 
** mod proper ways of procuring a juft fatisfacr 
•* tion to all powers in alliance ■ with her, ac- 
** cording to their feveral treaties, and particular- 
** ly with relation to Spain and the Weft-Indies ; 
•* that flie promifcd to communicate to them the 
** conditions of peace before the fame fliould he 
•* concluded. That the world would now fee 
** how groundlefs thefe reports were,' and with- 
** out the lead colour, that a feparate peace 
*^ had been treated ; that her minifters were di- 
'** recied to propofe, that ^ day might be fixed 
*' for the finifhing, as was done for the ccmi- 
^* mencement of this treaty ; and that, in the 
•** mean time, all preparations were haftcning for 
** an early campaign," ^c. 

Her Majefty's endeavours towards this great 
work, having been in fuch a forwardnefs, at the 
time that her mefiage was fem ; I ihall here, as in 
the moft proper place, relate the feveral fteps, by 
which the intercourfe between the courts c^ 
France and Britain was begun and carried on. 

The Marquis De Tcfrcy, fent by the moft Chiif- 
tian King to the Hnguej bad there, in the yew* 
1 709, made very advantageous offers to the allies^ 
jn his mafter^s name, wisichour minifters, aa weH. 
as thofe of the ftates, thought fit to refufe, a&4 
Advanced other propofals in their fteadi hut of 

fucb 
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filch a natare as no prince could digeft, who did 
not lie at the immediate merc7 of his enemies. 
It was demanded, among other things, that the 
French King fhould employ his own troops, in 
conjunction with thofe of the allies, to drive his 
grandfbn out of &pain. The propofers knew \rery 
well, that the enemy would never confent to 
this ; and if it were pofRble they could at firft 
have any hopes, Monfieur De Torcy ailured them 
to the contrary, in a manner which might well 
be believed ; for when the Br.itijb and Dutch ple- 
nipotentiaries were drawing up their demands, 
they defired that minifter to affift them in the 
ftyle and ezpreffion, which he very readHy did, 
and made ufe of the flrongeft words he could find 
to pleafe them. He then infifted to know their 
hft refolution, whether thefe were the loweft 
terms the allies could accept \ and having receiiu 
ed a determinate anfwer in the a£Brmative, he 
fpoke to this e£Fe£b : 

/'That he thanked them heartily, forgiving 
^ him the faappicft day he had ever ieen in his 
" life. That, in perfedl: obedience to his maftei, 
*' he had made conceflions, in his own opinion, 
^* h^hly derogatory to the King's honour and in* 
^^ tereft. That he bad not concealed the diffi- 
^ culties of his court, or the difcontents of his 
"country, by a long and unfuccefsful war, 
" which could only juftify the large offers he had 
*• been empowered to make. That the conditions 
" of peace now delivered into his bands, by the 
^ allies,, would raifc a new fpirit in the natiou, 

«« and. 
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'" and remove the greatcft difiicuky the court 
^* lay under, by puttii;^ it in his maftcr's powcar 
** to convince all his fubje<as, how earneftly his 
<* Majefty defired to eafe them from the burthen 
** of the war ; but that his enemies would not 
f* accept of any terms which couW confift eithcy 
•^ with their fafety or his honour.'* Moofieur 
De Torcy aflured the pcnfioner, in the ftrongcft 
manner, and bid him count upon it, <* That the ' 
•* Kin^ his mafter would never fign thofe articlea.** 
It foon appeared, that the Marquis De Torc/s 
predi6Uons were true ; for upon delivering to his 
mafter the laft refohitions of the allies, that 
j)rince took care to pubiifh^ them all over his 
Jcingdooft, as an appeal to his.fubjefts againft the 
unreafonablene& and unjuftnefs of his enenDiea: 
which proceeding efFeftually anfvvered the ut« 
anoft he intended by it. For the Fretich nation,, 
extremely zealous for their monarch's glory, 
made univerfal ofFers of their lives and £ortun^s» 
rather thap fubmit to fuch ignominious terms } 
and the clergy, in particular, promifed to give the 
King their coQ&crated plate tow;^rds continuing 
the war. Thus that mighty kingdom, generaIFy 
thought to be exhaufted wholly of its wealtli, 
yet when driven to a neceiEty by the imprudenctf' 
^f the aQies, or by (be corruption of particular 
tinen who influenced their counfels, recovered 
ftrength enough to fupport itfelf for three follow* 
ing campaigns ; and in the laft, by the fatal 
blindnefs or obftinacy of the Dutch (venturing tor 
a£t without the afliftance of JSritainy which they 

had 
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\nd (hamefallj abandoned) was an over-nv^tcli 
for the whole confederate army. Thofe who, in 
order to defend the proceedings of the allies, 
have given an accoukit of this negociation, do 
wholly omit the circumftance I have now re- 
lated, and c^prcfs the zeal of the Britijh and 
Dutch minifters for a peace, hj informing us 
Bow frequently tliey fent afwr Monficor Dt Torcy^ 
and Monfieur RouUUj for a farther conference. 
Bat rn the mean time, Mr. Horatio Walpoh^ fe- 
crctary to the Queen's plenipotentiaries, was dif- 
patchcd over hither, to have thefe abortive articles 
figned, and ratified by her Majefty at a venture ; 
which was accordingly done. A piece of ma- 
nagement altogether abfurd, and without ex- 
ample, contrived only to deceive our people into 
a belief that a peace was intended, and to fliew 
)^hat great things the miniflry defigned to do. 

But this hope expiring, upion the news that 
ftance had refufed to fign thofe articles, all was 
folved by recourfe to the old topic of th'e French 
pcrfidioufnefs 5 we loaded them plentifully with 
ignominious appellations ; they were a nation 
never to be trufted; the parliament chearfully 
continued their fupplies, and the war went on. 

The winter following began the fecond and 
laft feflSon of the preceding parliament, noted 
for the trial of Dr. Sacheiferel, and the occafions 
thereby given to the people to difcover and exert 
their difpofitions, very oppofite to the defigns of 
ftofe who were then in power. In the fummer 
of 1710, cttfucd a gradual change of the miniftry ; 

and 
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and in the beginning of that winter the prcfcrtt 
parliament was called. 

The King of France^ whofe real interefts made 
him fincerely defirous of any tolerable peace, 
found it impoffible to treat upon equal conditions 
with either of the two maritime powers engaged 
againft him, becaufe of the prevalency of fa£tions 
in both, who a£ted in concert to their mutual 
private advantage, although direftly againft the 
general difpofitions of the people, in either, 'as 
well as againft their feveral maxims of govern- 
ment : but, upon the great turn of affairs and 
counfels here in England^ the new parliament 
and minifters afting from other motives, and 
upon other principles, that prince hoped an op- 
portunity might arife, of refuming his endeavours 
to\Yards a peace. 

There was at this time in Engla?idy a French 
ecclefiaflic, called the Abbe Gualtier, who had re- 
fidcd feveral years in London, under the protec- 
tion of fome foreign minifters, in whofe families 
he ufed, upon occafion, to exercife his fun£lion 
of a prieft. After the battle of Blenheim, this 
gentleman went down to Nottingham, where fe- 
veral French prifoners of quality were kept, to 
whom he rendered thofe offices of civility fuit- 
able to perfons in their condition, which, upon 
their return to France, they reported to his ad- 
vantage. Among the reft, the Chevalier de Croiffj 
told his brother, the Marquis de Torcy, that when-" 
ever the French court would have a mind to make 
overtures of peace with England^ Monfieur Gual-. 

tier 
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iter might be very ufefully employed in handing 
them to the minifters here. This was no farther 
thought on at prefentj in the meantime, the war 
went on, and the conferences at the Hague and 
Gertruydenterg mifcartied, by the allies infifting 
upon fuch demands as they neither expefted, 
nor, perhaps, dcfired fliould be granted. Some 
time in July 1710, Monfieur Cualtler received a 
letter from the Marquis de Torcy^ fignifying, 
that a report being fpread, of her Majefty's in- 
tentions to change her miniflry, to take Mr. Har- 
ky into her councils, and to diffolve her parlia- 
ment ; the Moft Chriftian King thought it might 
be now a favourable conjunfturc, to offer new 
propofals of a treaty : Monfieur Gualtier was 
therefore dircfted to ^pply himfelf in the Mar- 
'quis's name, either to the Duke of Shrewjburyy 
the Earl of Jerfey^ or Mr. Harhy^ and inform the 
French court, hoyr fuch a propofition would be 
rcHfhed. Gualtier chofe to deliver his mcffage tO 
the fecond of thofe, who had been ambaffador 
from the late king to France ; but the Earl ex- 
cufed himfelf from entering into particulars with 
a ftranger, and a private perfon, who had no au- 
thority for what he faid, more than a letter from 
Monfieur de Torcy. Gualtier offered to * procure 
another from that minlfler, to the Eatrl himfelf; 
and did fo in a month after ; but obtained no an- 
iwcr till December following, when the Queen , 
had made all ncccffary changes, and fummoned a 
ircc parliament to her wifties. About the begin- 
liing of January^ the Abbe (after having procured 
,VoL.*XII.^ r his 
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bis difmiflion from Count Gallas^ the £inpero;\^ 
envoy, at that time his protcftor) was fcnt to , 
Paris f to inform Monfieur de Torcy, that her Ma* 
jefty would be willing his mafter fliould refume 
the treaty with Holland^ provided the demands 
of England might previoufly be granted. GuaU 
tier came back, after a (hort (lay, with a retura 
to his m^flage, " That the Dutch had ufed the 
*' Moft Cbriftian King and his minifters, in fuch- 
** a manner both at the Hague and Gertruyden» 
•* bergj as made that prince refolve not to expofe 
*^ himfclf any more to the like treatment ; that 
** he therefore chofe to addrefs h^imfelf to Eng- 
•* landj and was ready to m^ke whatever offers 
•* her Majefty could r^afpnably expe^:, for the 
^^ advantage of her own kingdoms, and the fatif- 
« fa'aion of her Allies?' 

After the mcflage had been duly confidcred by 
the Queen ajud her minifters, Monfieur Oualtier 
was difpatchcd a fecond time to France^ about 
the beginning of March 17 lo, with an anfwer to 
the following purpofe : *' That fince France had 
*^ their particular reafons fprnot beginning again 
** to treat with HoUand^ England was willing to 
** remove that difficulty, and propofed it fhould- 
** be done in this manner 5 that France (hould 
*' fend over hither th^ propofitions for a treaty, 
** which fhould be tranfihitted by England to 
*' Holland^ to be jointly treated on that fide of 
** the water. But it was to be underftood, that 
*' the fame propofition formerly offered to H0I-- 
*« landy was to be made to England^ or one not 
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*' Icfs advantageous to the Allies ; for though 
" England would enter moft firtccrely into foch 
«* a treatyj andihcw, in the courfe of it, the clear* 
" nefs of her intentions ; yet they ' could not, 
** with^ionour, entertain a left heneficfal propo- 
** fal than what was offered to the States^* Thaf 
prince^ as well as his miniftrer, Monfieur de Torcy^ 
either felt, or affefted fo much refcntmcnt of the 
ufage the latter had met with at the Hague and 
Gtertrujdenbergy that they appeared to be fully de- 
termined againil making any application to the 
States, where the fame perfons continued ftill in 
power, of whofe treatment they fo heavily com- 
plained. They fcemed altogether to diftruft the 
inclination of that republic towards a peace; but, 
at the fame time,.fliewed a fnighty complaifance 
-to the Englift) mtioTii and a defire to have her 
Majefty at the head of a treaty*. This appears 
by the firft overtures in form, fent from that 
kingdom, and figned by Monfieur de T$rcy^ on 
the twenty-fecond of -/</r/7 171 1, new ftyle^ to 
the following effcft :. 

" That as it could not be doubted, but the 
** king was in a condition of continuing the war 
«* with honour, fo it could not be looked on as a 
** mark of weakncfs in his Majefty, to break the 
♦^ filence he had kept fince the conferences at 
«* GtrtrujdlefAergs mii that, before the opening of 
^ the campaign, he now gives farther proof o£ 
" th* defire he always had, to procure the rcpofe 
•• of Europe. But after what he hath found, by 
f^ otgencnee^ of the fentiments of thofe perfons . 
E 3. ** who. 
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*f who now governed the republic of Hollandl 
^^ and of their induftry in rendering all negocia- 
•* tions without effeft, his Majefty will, for the 
*^ ppblic-good, offer to the £«^///J nation thofe 
•* propolitions, which he thinks fit to make, for 
** terminating the war, and for fettling the tran- 
** quillity of Europe upon a folid foundation, l^ 
f^ is with this view, that he offers to enter into a 
*^ treaty of peace, founded on the following con-^. 
,*' di tions : 

** Firjl^ The Englijh nation fli alt have real fecu- 
*^ rities for carrying on their trade in Spain, the 
*^ Indies, and ports of the Mediterranean. 

^^ Secondly, The king will confent to form a 
*^ fufScient barrier in the Low-countries, for th© 
** fecurity of the republic of Holland-; and thisc 
^^ barrier Ihall be fuch as England fhall agree up-. 
*^ on, and approve; his Majefty promifing, at the 
*^ famie time, an entire liberty and fecurity to the 
^ trade of the Dutch. 

^\Thirdlyi, All reafonable methods fliall be- 
** thought on, with finccrity and truth, for giv-^ 
** ing fatisfadtion ^o th« Allies of England and 
*« Holland. ^ 

" Fourthly y Whereas the affairs of the king of 
** Spain are in fo good condition, as to furnifh* 
^^ new expedients for putting an end to the dif- 
•* putes about that monarchy, and for fettling i& 
*^ to the fatisfaftion of the feveral parties con- 
•* cerned, all fincere endeavours fliall be ufed,- " 
^* for furmounting the difSculties arifen upon* 
^ this ocgafion y and the trade and intercft of alt 

"parties^. 
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•'parties engaged in the prefent war, (hall be 
" fecured* 

•* Fifthly^ The conferences, in order to treat: 
** of a peace upon thefe conditions, (hall imme- 
'' diately be opened, and the plenipotentiaries^ 
" whom the king fliall name to affift thereat, fliall 
•* treat with thofc of England and Holland^ cither . 
<* alone, or in conjun£lion with thofe of their 
*' Allies, as England fliall choofe* 

^* SiMthljy His Majcfty propofcs the towns of. 
^^'Aix la Chapelle^ or Liege^ for the place where : 
** the plenipotentiaries fliall affemble, leaving : 
*< fhe choice likewife to England^ of either of 
** the faid towns,, wherein to treat of a general i 
" peace." 

Their overtures,, although exprcflihg much con** - 
fidence in the miniftry here,, the great deference 
to the Queen, and difpleafure againft the Dutcb^ , 
were immediately tranfmitted, by her Majefty's 
commands^ to her^ ambaflador in Holland^ with . 
orders^ that they ibould be communicated to the : 
penfionary. The Abbe Gi/fl///Vr was defired tO' 
fignify this proceeding to the M^tqnis de Torcy s 
and, at the fame time, tolettbatminifter under* 
ftand, that fome of the above articles ought to be : 
explained^. The Lord Rabyt now Earl of Strafe 
firdfW^' direfted to tell the penfionary, " That ; 
** her Majefty being rcfolved, in making peace aj> 
** in making 'war, to aft in pcrf eft concert withi 
"the States, would not lofe a moment in traiif- 
** mitting to. him a paper of this importance.. 
^UbU. the. Queen earncftly de&ed^ the fecretc 



54 HISTORY op thet 

'* might be kept among as few asppfTible^ and^ 
** that {he hoped the penfionary would advifcj 
*^ upon this occafion, with no perfbn whatfoever, 
** except fuch as by the conflitution of that go* 
*' vernment are unavoidably neceflary ; that the 
" terms of the feveral propofitions were, indeedi 
** too general, but, however, they contained an 
•^ offer to treat ; and that, .although there appeared 
** an air of complaifance to England^ through the 
** whole paper, and the contrary to Holland^ yet 
" this could have no ill confequence, as long as 
" the Queen and the States took care to under-* 
♦^ ftand each other, and to afl: with as little re;» 
** ferve as became two powers fo nearly allied in 
** intereft ; which rule (hould, on the part of Bri* 
*^ tai/tj be inviolable." It was likewifc fignified 
to ^he penfionary, .that the Duke of Marlborough 
had no communication of this affair from Eng* 
Lndy and that it was fuppofed he would have 
none from the Hague. After thefe propofals had 
been confidered in Ho/land, the ambaffador was 
direfted to fend back the opinion of tht Dutch 
minifters upon them. The court here was, in-« 
deed, apprehenfive, that the penfionary would be 
alarmed at the whole fi;ame of Monfieur de Tor* 
cy's paper, and particularly at thofe expreffions, 
that the Engltjh fhall have real fecurities for their ^ 
trade, ^c, and that the barrier for the States-^ 
general, (hall be fuch as England (hall agree up* 
on, and approve. It was natural to think, that 
the fear which the Dutch would conceive, of our 
obtaining advantageous termsior Britain^. .mi^t 

put 
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put them upon trying underhand for themfelves^ 
and endeavouring to over^reach us in the ma- 
nagement of the pe^ce,,as they had hitherto done 
in that of the war : the ambaflador was therefore 
cautioned to be very.watchfut, in difcovering any> 
workings which might tend that way. 

When the Lord Raby was firft fent to the Hagtte^ 
the Duke of Marlborough and Lord Tonvnfend had, 
for very obvious reafons> ufed their utmoft en- 
deavours to involve him in as many, difficulties 
as they could. Upon which, and other accounts, 
ncedlefs to mention, it was thought proper, that 
his Grace, then in Flanders ^{hoMld, not be let inta 
the fecret of this aflFair- 

The Frettch propefal of Aix or LiegCy for a- 
place of treaty, was only a farther mark of theif 
old difcontent againft Holland^ to fliew they^ 
would not name any town, which belonged to the 
States. 

The penConary having confukcd thofe who had 
been formerly employed in the negociations of 
peace, and enjoined them the utmoft fecrecy, to 
avoid the jealoufy of the foreign minifters there^ 
defired the ambaflador to return her Majefty 
thanks, for the obliging manner of communicat* 
ing the French overtures, for the confidence flie 
placed in the States, and for her promife of 
making no ftep towards a peace, but in concert 
with th^m ; aiTuring her of the like on their part : 
that although the States endeavoured to hide it 
from the enemy, they were as weary of the waF 
a&.we|, and. very heartily, defirous of a good and 

lafting. 
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lifting peace, as well as ready to join in anfnie^ 
tbod, by which her Majefty fliould think propcfr 
to obtain it : that the States. looked upo» thcfe 
propofitions as very dark and general ; and they 
obfervcd how the enemy would create jealoufies 
between the Qoeen, their republic, and the other 
Allies 5 but they were fatisficd, it would have no- 
cffeft, and relied entirely on the juftice and pru- 
dence of her Majefty, who, they doubted no{, . 
would make the French explain themfclves, par-, 
ticularly in the fevcral points of their propofals, 
and fend a plan of the particular conditions- 
whereupon they would make a peace; after which, 
the States would be ready, either to join with hct 
Majcfty,^ or to make their objeftions, and were 
prepared to bring with them all the facility ima^- 
ginable, towards promoting fo good a work. 

This is the fum of the verbal anfwcr made byv 
the penfionary, upon communicating to him the- 
French propofals ; and I have chofen to fet it? 
down, rather than tranfcribe the other giv«i t&> 
the ambaflador fome days after, which was more: 
in form, and to the fame purpofe, but ftiorter^. 
and in my opinion, not fo well difcovcring. the. 
true difpofition of the Dutch minifters* 

For, after the Queen had tranfmitted the French 
overtures to Holland^ and the States found her. 
,Majefty was bent, in earneft, upon the thoughts- 
of a peace, they began to caft about how to get- 
riie negociation into their own hands. They>knew 
that whatever power received the firft propofals^. 
wouldbe.wife enough to ftipulate fomething forr 

thcmfclvcsj^ 
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tfaemfelvesi a$ they had done in their own cafe, 
both at the Hague and Gertruydenberg^ where 
they carved as they pleafed, without any regard 
to the intereft of their nearer allies. For this 
reafon, while they endeavoured to amufc the J?r/- 
tijb court, with expoftulations updn the feveral 
preliminaries fent from France, Monfieur Pete^ 
cum, a forward meddling agent oi.Holftein, who 
had refided fome years in Holland, negociated 
with Hienjius, the grand penfionary, as well as 
with Vanderdujfen and Buys, about reftoring the 
conferences between France and that republic, 
broke off in Gertruydenberg ; purfuant to which, 
about the end of May, N. S. 171 1, Petecum wrote 
to the Marquis de Torcy, with the privity of the 
penfionary, and probaHy of the other two. The 
fubftance of his letter, was to inform the Maf** 
(juis,^ ** That things might eafily be difpofed, fo 
" as to fettle a correfpondence between that 
" crown and the republic, in order to renew the 
^ treaty of peace; that this could be done with. 
" the greater fecrecy, becaufe MonCiQur Hienfius^ 
" by virtue of his oath as penfionary, might keepn 
^'•any affair' private, as long as he thought necef- 
" fary, and was not obliged to communicate it^ 
** until he believed things were ripe 5 and as long 
^ as be concealed it from his m^fters, he was not 
<^ bound to difcovec it, either to the minifters of. 
*' the Emperor, or thofe of her Briii/h JMajefty ^ 
" that fince England thought it proper for king. 
** Charles to continue the whole campaign in Ca^ 
y tfilma.. (jhoj^gh he iho.uld be chofca Emperor)^ 

«*iu. 
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** in order to fupport th'e tvar In Spaing . it wal; 
** nci^eflary for France to treat in the mod fecrcll 
** manner with the States, who werie not now fo- 
** violent, as formerly, againft having Philip on^ 
** the Spanijh throne, upon certain conditions for 
** fecuring their trade, but were jealous of Eng^- 
** land*s defign to fortify fome trading towns ia. 
^ Spain for tliemfelvcs 5 that Hienjius extremely 
•* defired to get out of the war, for fome reafons^. 
•'which he {Petecum) was not permitted to tell j. 
*• arnl that Vanderdujfen and Buys vr^xt impatient 
** to have the negociations with France once- 
*< more fet on foot 5 which, if M; de Tor^y thought. 
** fit to confcnt to, Petecum engaged, that the 
" States would determine tO' fettle the prelimi-* 
^ naries in the mid^way between Paris and the. 
•^ Hague, with whatever miniftcrs the moft Chri- 
" ftian king £hould pleafc toemploy.'* But Mon* 
fieur Torcy refufed this overture j and, in his an*- 
fwer to Monfieur Petecum, affigncd for the reafon, . 
tie treatment his mailer's former propofals had met 
with at the Hague, and Gertruydenierg,, from tb^ 
minifters of HvIIand. 

Britain and Holland feemed pretty well agreed, 
that.thofe propofals were too loofc and imperfeft^, 
td be a foundation for enteritig upon a generaf 
treaty, and Monfieur Gualtier was defircd to fig- 
nify to the French court, that it was expederf 
they ihould explain thcmfelves more particularly, 
on the feveral articles. 

But, in the mean time, the Queen was firmly? 
jrfolvcd, that the imercfts of hec own kingdonv. 

ihouUi 
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%ouId not be negle£^ed at this junflurci as they 
^ad formerly twice been, while the Dutch were 
principal managers of a negotiation whh France. 
Her Majefiy had given early and frequent notice 
to the States, of the general difpbdtion of her 
people towards a pe^^ce, of her own inability to 
continue the war upon the old foot, under the 
4Hadvantage of unequal' quotas, and the uni- 
verial backwardnefs of her Allies, She had like- 
ways informed them of feveral advances mad6 
to her on the fide of France^ u4iich (he had re- 
fufed to hearken to, till flie had confulted with 
thofe her good friends and confederates, and 
beard their opinion on that fubjed. But the 
Dutchy who apprehended nothing more than to 
fee Britain at the head of a treaty, were backward 
and fullen, difliked all propofals by the Queen's 
intetvention, and faid, it was apiece of artifice o£ 
France J to divide the Allies. Befides, they knew 
the miniftry was young ; and the oppofite faflion 
had given them aflurances, that the people of Etfg^ 
land would never endure a peace without Spain^ 
»or the men in power dare to attempt it, after the 
lefolutions of otie houfc of parliament to the con- 
trary. But, in. the midft of this unwillingnefs to 
receive any overtures from France by the Queen's 
hands, the Dutch minifters were adually engaged 
in a correfpondence with that court, where they 
urged our inability to begin a treaty, by reafon of 
thofe faSions, which themfelves had inflamed; 
tnd were ready to. commence a negotiation upon 
inuchx«|ficr terms than what theyifuppofcd we 

demanded : 
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demandeci : For, hot to mention the Dukeof 
Lorrain^s interpofition in behalf of Holland^ 
which France abfolutely refufed to accept, the let- 
ters fent from the Dutch to that court, were 
fhewn fome months after to a Britijh minifter 
there ; which gave much weight to Monf. Torcf% 
infinuations, that he knew where to meet with 
more compliance, if the neceflity of affairs (hould 
force him to it, by our refufal 5 and the vio- 
lence of the States againft our entertaining of 
that correfpondencc, was only becaufe they kne^ 
theirs would never be accepted, at leaft till ours 
were thrown ofR 

The Queen, fenfible of all this, refolved to pro* " 
vide for her own kingdoms : and havir^g,- there- 
fore, prepared fuch demands for her principal Al* • 
lies, as might be a ground for proceeding to a 
general treaty, without pretending to adjuft their \ 
feveral interefts, fhe refolved to ftipulate, in a par- 
ticular manner, the advantage of Britain, The 
following preliminary demands were accordingly 
drawn up, in order to be tranfmitted to France* 

*' Great-Britain will not enter into any negb- 
*^ tiation of pface, otherways than upon thcfe 
*' conditions obtained before-hand. 

*^ That the union of the crowns of France and 
*/ &pain (hall be prevented ; that fatisfaftion fliall 
*^ be given to all the Allies, and trade fettled and 
*^ maintained. 

" If France be difpofed to treat upon thisr view,' 
** it is not to be doubted, that the following pro-* , 
** pofitions will be found reafonable. 

« A Bar- \ 
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. *rA Barrier fliaH be formed in the Low-Couft'' 
" tries, for the States- General j and their trade 
" ftiall be fecured. 

*' A Barrier likewajrs fliall be formed for the 
"Empire. 

" The prefenfions of all the Allies, founded 
" upon former treaties, (hall be regulated and de- 
" termined to their general fatisfa£lion. 

'* In order to make a more equal balance of 
".power in Italy^ the domains and territories, 
'* which, In the beginning of the prcfent war, be- 
" longed to the Duke oiSavoyy and are now in 
^ the pofleflion of France , fliall be reftored to 
•* his Royal Highnefs ; and foch other places in 
** Italy fliallTje yielded to him, as will be found 
^' neceflary, and agreeable to the fenfe of former 
" treaties made with that Prince. 

** As to Great- Britain in particular, the fuccef- 
" fion to the crown of the kingdoms, according 
*< to the prefent eftablifliment, fliall be acknow- 
f^ ledged. 

*' A new treaty of commerce" between Great-^ 
^ Britain and France fliall be made, after the 
** moft juft and reafonable manner. Dunkirk 
<* fliall be demoliflied •, Gibraltar and Portmahon 
** fliall remain in the hands of the prefent poflef- 
« fors. 

" The Englijh fliall have the Afliento in •the 
** fame manner the French now enjoy it; and 
** fuch places in the Spani/h WeJl^Indies fliall be 
" affigned to thofe concerned in this traffic, for 

Vol. XU. G '' the 



SI HISTORY or t^e 

•* the refrefhment and fale of their Negrdcs, 2rs 
*^ fliall be found neccflarjr and convenient. 

*' All advantages, rights and privileges, already 
** granted, or which may hereafter be granted by 
*' Spain to the fubjedis of France, or to any other 
" nation whatfoever, fhall be equally granted to 
•* the fubjcfts of Great-Britain. 

" And, for better fecuring the Briti/h trade in 
•* the Spanifj WeJ'Indies, certain places, to be 
*' named in the treaty of peace, fliall be put into 
•^ the pofTeffion of the Englijh. 

** NewfouTidlandy with the bay and ftreights of 
** Hudfony (hall be entirely reftored to the Eng^^ 
^* lyh ; and Great-Britain and France fliall fe- 
** verally keep and poffefs all thofe countries and 
** territories in North Americay which each of the 
*^ faid nations fliall be in pofleCBon of at the time 
'* when the ratification of this treaty fliall be pub- 
*' liftied in thofe parts of the world. 

** Thefe demands, and all other proceeding?? 
*' between Great- Britain and France, fliall be* 
'* kept inviolably fecret, until they are publiftied 
*• by the mutual confent of both parties." 

This laft article was not only intended for a- 
voiding, if poffible, the jealoufy of the Dutch, but 
to prevent the clamour of the abettors here at 
home, who, under the pretended fear of our do- 
ing injuftice to the States, by aiSing without the 
privity of that republic, in order to make a fepa- 
rate peace, would be ready to drive on the worfl; 
defigns againft the Queen and miniftry, in order 
to recover the power they had lofl:. 

la 
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In June 17 1 1, Mr. Prior ^ a pcrfon of great di- 
ftinftion, not only on account of his wit, but foe 
his abilities in the management of affairs, and who 
had been formerly employed at the French court^ 
was difpatchcd thither by her Majefty with the 
foregoing demands. This gentleman was re- 
ceived TxVerfailles with great civility. The King 
declared, that no proceeding, m order to a general 
treaty, would be fo agreeable to him, as by tho 
intervention of England; and that his Majefty, 
being defirous to contribute with all his power to- 
wards the repofc of Europey did anfwer to the de- 
mands which had been ipade, ** That he would 
" cottfent freely and fincerely to all juft and rea- 
" fonable methods for hindering the crowhs of 
" France and Spain from ever being united under 
" the fame Prince ; his Majefty being perfuaded, 
" that fuch an excefs of power would be as cou- 
** trary to the general good and repofc of Europe^ 
*' as it was oppoGtc to the will of the late Catho- 
^ lie King Charles the Second. He faid, his in- 
^* tcntion waS) that all parties in the prefent war 
^' ftKHdd find their reafonable fatisfa^on in the 
" i&tended treaty of peace ; and that trade ihould 
" be fettkd and maintained for the future, to the 
^ advantage of thofe nations which formerly po& 
*«feffedjt. 

« That, as the King will exaflJy obferve the 
•* conditions of peace, whenever it ftiall be con- 
** doded, and as the objeQ: he propofeth to him- 
" filf, is, to fecure the frontiers of his own king- 
^dom^. without giving any fort of difturbance to 
G 2. " W^ 
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** his Neighbours, he promifeth to agree, that, by 
** the future treaty of peace, the Dj4tch (hall be 
** put into pofTeffion of all fortified places, as fhalf 
•* be fpecified in the faid treaty, to ferve for z 
** barrier to that republic agaihft all attempts on 
*^ the fide of France : He epgages like ways to 
*^ give all neceflary fecurities for removing the 
^^ jealoufies raifed among the German princes, of 
*^ his Majefty^s defigns. 

" That when the conferences, in order to a 
** general treaty, (hall be formed, all the preten- 
^' fions of the feveral princes and States, engaged 
^^ in the prefent war, ihall be fairly and amicably 
^^ difcufled ; nor fhall any thing be omitted, 
^* which may regulate and determine them, to 
*^ the fatisfadlion of all parties." 
- " That, purfuant to the demands made by 
*' England^ his Majefty promifes to reftore to the 
•^ Duke of ^avoy thofe demefnes and territories 
** which belonged to that Prince at the begin- 
*^ ning of this war, and which his Majefty is now 
*^ in pofTeffion of. And the King confents fur- 
** ther, that fuch other places in Italy fhall be 
*^ yielded to the Dtike of &avoj as fhall be found 
** neceffary, according to the fenfe of thofe trea- 
** tics made between the faid Duke and his Allies. 

" That the King's fentiments of the prefent go^ 
•* Ternment of Great- Britain^ the open dechra- 
** tion he made in Holland^ of bis refolution to 
** treat of peace by applications to the Engltfh^ 
*^ the afTurances he had given of engaging the 
•^ King of &pain to leave Gibraltar in our handSj 

y (all 
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^* (all whicli are convincing proofs ^f his perfc£t' 
** efteera for a nation (till in war with him) leave 
** no roona to doubt of his Majefty's inclination 
** to give England all fecurities and advantages 
** for their trade, which they can reafonably de- 
mand. But, as his Majcfty cannot perfuade 
" himfclf, that ^ government fo clear-fighted as 
" ours, will infift upon conditions, which muft 
** abfolutejy deftroy the trade oi France and Spain, 
" as well as that of all other nations of Europe, 
" he thinks the demands made by Great- Britain • 
" may require a more particular difcuflion. 

** That, upon this foundation, the King 
•* thought the beft way of advancing, and per- 
♦* fe<Jiing a negotiation, the beginning of which 
^ he had feen with fo much fatisfaflion, would 
** be, to fend into England a perfon inftruded in 
" his intention, and authorized by him to agree 
^ upon fecurities^ for fettling the trade of the 
** fubjc£t8 of England^ and thofe particular ad 
" vanUges to be ftipulated in their favour, with- 
" out dcftroying the trade of the French and Spa^^ 
*' nwi^///, or of other nations in Chriftendom. 

" That therefore, his Majefty had charged the 
^ perfqn chofen for this commiffion, to anfwer 
** the oiber articles of the memorial given him- 
" by Mr. Priar; the fcpret of which, Ihould be: 
« cx^aiy obferved." 

Monfifur de Torcy had, for fome years paft,, 
ttfed all his endeavours to incline his mafter to- 
wards a peace, purfuant to the maxim of his* 
lUkclfi CoJb^rtf That a long war was not for the in— 
G i tcicAz 
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terefl: of France. It was for this feafon, the King 
made choice of him in the conferences at the 
Hague ; the bad fuccefs whereof, although it fill-- 
cd him with refentments againft the Dutch j diJ 
not alter his opinion. But he was violently op- 
pofed by a party, both in the court and kingdom, 
who pretended to fear he would facrifice the glo- 
ry of the Prince and country, by too large con- 
ceflions ; or, perhaps, would rather wiflb, that 
the firft offers fliould have been ftill made to the 
Dutchy as a people more likely to be lefs folicit- 
ous about the intereft of Britain y than her Maje- 
fty would certainly be for theirs r and . thtf parti- 
cular defign of Mr. Prior^s journey was, to find 
,out, whether that minifter had credit enough' 
with his Prince, and a fupport from others in 
power, fufEcient to over-rule the fa£lion againft 
peace. 

, Mr. Prior's journey could not be kept a fecret, 
as the court here at firft feemed to intend it. He 
was difcovered at his return, by an officer of the 
port at Dover J where .he landed, after fix weeks 
abfence*, upon which the Dutch Gazettes and 
Englijh news-papers were full of fpeculations. 

At the fame time with Mr; Prior^ there arriv« 
ved from France Monfieur -Af^^^^r, . knight of 
the order of S/. Mkhaely and one of the couiicil 
of trade to the Moft Chriftian King. His com- 
mifiion was, in general, empowering him to treat 
with the minifter of any prince engaged in the 
war againft his mafter. In his firft conferences 
with the Queen's miniftcrs, he pretended ordea 
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to infift, that her Majefty fhould enter into par- 
ticular engagements in fevcral articles, which did 
not depend upon her, but concerned only the in-f 
tereft of the AUies^, reciprocally with thofe of the 
Moft Chriftian King : whereas, the negotiation 
had begun upon this principle, that France fhould 
confent to adjuft the interefts of Great-Britain 
m the fkft place \ whereby her Majefty would be 
afterwards enaUed, by her good offices on aH 
fides, to facilitate the general peace. The Queen 
rcfolved never to depart from this principle ; but 
was abfolutely determined to remit the particular 
interefts of the Allies to general conferences, 
where flie would do the utrtoft in her power to 
procure the rcpofe of Europe^' and the fatisfaftion 
of all parties. It was plain, France could run no 
hazard by this prooeeding, becaufe the prelimina- 
ry articles would have no force before a general 
peace was figned. Therefore, it was not doubt- 
ed, but Monfieur Mefnager would have orders to 
wave this new pretenfion, and go on in treating 
upon that foot which was at firft propofed. Ih 
fliort, the minifters required a pofitive and 
fyeedy anfwer to the articles in queftion, fince 
they contained only fuch advantages and fecuri>- 
ties as^ her Majefty thought flie had a right to re* 
quire from any Prince whatfoever, to whom the 
dominions of Spain fhould happen to falL 

The particular demands of Britain were form- 
ed into eight articles j which Monfieur Mefna^ 
ger^ having tranfmitted to his court, and 
teccLred new powers from thence^ had orders 
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t^ give his mafler*s confent, by way of anfwcr^ 
to the fever al points, to be obligatory only after a^. 
general peace. Thcfe demands, together with 
the anfwers of the French King, were drawn up 
and figned by Monfieur Mefnager and her Ma— 
jefty's two principal fccretarics of ftate ; whereof- 
I. (hall here prefent an extrafl: to the reader. 

In the preamble, the Moft Chriftian King fet$ 
forth, *' That being particularly informed, by 
*^ the laft memorial which the Britijh minifter^ 
*^ delivered to Monfieur Mefnager^ of the difpofi-^' 
*^ tions of this crown to facilitate a general peace^. 
" to the fatisfa£iion of the feveral parties con*- 
"cerned; and his Majefty findir\g, in effcft, a9 
" the faid memorial declares, that he runs no. 
** hazard _ by engaging himfelf in the manjner 
" there exprefled, Cnce the preliminary article^- 
** will be of no force, until the figning of the gc-* 
" neral peace ; and being finccrely defirous to* 
** advance, to the utmoft of his power, the rc» 
** pofe of Europe^ efpecially by a way fo agreeable 
** as the interpofition of a Princefs, whom fo ma^ 
*^ ny ties of blood aught to unite to him, and 
^* whofe fentiments for the public tranquillity 
^ cannot be doubted \ his Majefty, moved by 
•* thefe confiderations, hath ordered Monfieur 
•* Mefnager^ Knight, ^c. to give the following 
** anfwcrs, in writing, to the articles contained in^ 
•* the memorial tranfmitted to him, entitled. Pre- 
•* limtrjary demands for Great-Britain in particular^ 
The articles were thefe that follow. 
. Jf BrJ^ The fucccflioa to the crown to be aft- 

[[ knowledged|. 
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** knowlcdged, according to the prefent cftablifli- 
** ment. 

** Secondly y A new treaty of commerce b%* 
•* tween Great-Britain and France^ to be made 
" after the moft juft and reafonable manner. 

" Thirdly^ Dunkirk to be demoliflied. 

** Fourthly^ Gibraltar and Portmahon to con- 
** tinue in the bands of thofc who now poficfi 
" them. 

« Fifthly, The Affiento (or liberty of felling 
* " Negroes to the Spanijh Wejl- Indies ) to be grant- 
'* ed to the Englijhy in as full a manner as the 
** French poflcfs it at prefent 5 and fuch places in 
** the faid Weji-Indies to be aflSgned to the per- 
** fons concerned in this trade, for the refrefli- 
^' ment and fale of their Negroes^ as ihall be 
*' found^ecefiary and convenient. 

*' Sixthly^ Whatever advantages, privileges, 
"and rights, are already, or may hereafter be 
^ granted, by Spain to the fubjcfts of France y or 
*< any other nation, ihall be equally granted to 
^ the fubjedb of Great* Britain. 

** Seventhly^ For better protefting their trade 
f* in the Spanijh Wejl-Indies, the Etiglijh fhall be 
*< put into pofleflion of fuoh places as (hall be 
.*• named in the treaty of peace. 

** Or, as an equivalent for this article, that 
^ the Affiento be granted to Britain^ for the term 
^ of thirty years.. That the ifle of St. Chrifopher's 
** be likewife fecured to the Engli/h. 

*^ That the advantages and exemption froirt 
f* duties,, promifed by.Monfieur Meftuiger^ which, 

« he. 
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" he affirms,^^ will amount to fifteen per cent, up- 
" on all goods of the growth and manufafture of 
f* Great' Britain^ho, cfFeftually allowed. 

" That whereas on the fide of the river of 
** PJate^ the EngUJb are not in pofleflion of any 
" colony, a certain extent of territory he allowed 
" them on the faid river, for refreflhing and kcep- 
** ing their Negroes, till they are fold to the Spct^ 
" niards; fubjeft, neverthelefs, to the infpe&iofi. 
** of an ofliccr appointed by Spain. 

*^ Eighthly^ Ne^foundiandi and the bay ajid 
" ftreights of Hud/on^ ihall be entirely reftored ta 
" the Englijb ; and Great-Britain and Froftce 
" fliall refpedUyely keep whatevei: dominions in. 
** North America each of them (hall be in po& 
*' feflSon of, when the ratification of this treaty 
'* fhall be publifticd in thofe parts of the world.'*' 

The fix firft articks were allowed without any 
difiiculty, except that about Dunkirky where- 
France was to have an equivalent, to be fettled iti 
a general treaty : a difficulty arifing upon the fe* 
venth article, the propofcd equivalent was allow* 
ed inilead tbecjcof. 

The laft article was referred to the* general, 
treaty of peace ; only the French were to have 
the power of fiftiing for cod, and drying them on^ 
the ifland of Newfoundland. 

Thefe articles were to be looked upon as con^ 
ditions which the Moft Chriftian King confented 
to allow ; and, whenever a general peace (hould 
be figned, they were to be digefted into the ufuak 

fomlt 
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form of a treaty, to the fatisfadion of both 
crowns. 

The Queen having ihus provided for the fecu- 

rity and advantage of her kingdoms, whenever a 

peace (hould be made, and upon terms no way 

interfering with the intereft of her allies, the 

next thing in order was, to procure from France 

fuch preliminary articles, as might be a ground 

npon which to commence a general treaty. 

Thefe were adjufted, and figned the fame day 

with the former ; and, having been delivered to 

the f^cral minifters reiiding here from the 

powers in alliance with Efiglaudy were quickly 

I made public ; but the various conftrufHons and 

cenfures which pafled upon them, have made it 

ncceffary to give the reader the following tran- 

fcript : 

** ^rhe King being willing to contribute all that 
** is in his power to the re-cftabliftiing of the gene- 
" ral peace, his Majefty declares, 

^" I. That he will acknowledge the Queen of 
" Great Britain^ in that quality 5 as alfo the fuc- 
^*ccffion of that crown, according to the prefent 
" fettlement. 

" II. That he will freely, VinAifona Jide^ confent 
"to the. taking all juft and reafonable meafurcs 
" for hindering that the crowns of France and 
** Bpain may ever be united on the head of the 
" fame Prince 5 his Majelly being perfuaded that 
** this cxccfe of power would be contrary to the 
^ good and quiet of Europe^ 

** III. The King's intention is, that all the par- 
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^ tics engaged in the prefcnt war, without ^except* 
** ing any of them, may find their reafonable fa«- 
5* tisfaftion in the treaty of peace which fhall be 
" made : That commerce may be re-eftablifbed 
?* and maintained for the future, to the advantage 
** of Great-Britaitty of Holland^ and of the other 
** nations who have been accuftomed to exercife 
** commerce. 

" IV, As the King will lifccwife maiirtain cx- 
** aftly the obfervation of the peace, when it fliaH 
** be concluded ; and the objeft the King pro- 
** ,pofes to himfelf being to fecure the frontiers of 
** his kingdom, without difturbing in any manner 
** whatever the neighbouring ftates, he promifcs 
** to agree, by the treaty which fhall be made, 
" that the Dutch fliall be put in pofleiTion of 
** the fortified places which {hall be mentioned ia 
*' the Netherlands J to ferve hereafter for a barrier j 
** which may fecure the qutet of the republic of 
*' Holland againft any enterprize from the part. 
** of France > 

*< V. The King confents likewife, that a feCurc 
** and convenient barrier fhould be formed for the 
•* Empire, and for the houfe of Aujlria. 

<* VI. Notwithftanding Dunkirk coft the King 
'^ very great fums,as well topurchafeit,as to fortify 
"it; and that it is farther neceflary to be at very 
** conCderable expence for razing the works ; his 
*^ Majefty is willing however to engage to caufc ^ 
** them to be demolifhed, immediately after th« i 
" conclufion of the peace \ on condition, that,' 
" for the fortifications of that place, a proper c- i 

[^ quivalcnt, , 
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Equivalent, that may content him, be given him : 

<* And, as England CTinnot furnifh that equivalent, 

•* thedifcuflion of it ikallbe referred tothe confe- 

•*• fences to beheld for the negociation of the peace. 

" VIL When the conferences for the negocia- 

•^ tion of the peace fhall be formed, all the pre- 

** tenfions of the princes and ftates, engaged in 

•* the prefent war, (hall be therein difcuffe.d bona 

^\fidej and amicably ; and nothing fhall be omit- 

<* ted, to regulate and terminate them, to the fa- 

** tisfaftion of all the parties. 

I Mesxager." 

• Thefe overtures are founded upon the eighth 
wticleofthe grand alliance, made in 1701, where- 
in arc contained the conditions, without which a 
peace is not to be made ; and whoever compares 
ioth, will find the preliminapies to reach every 
point propofed in that article, which thofe who 
ccnfured them at home, if they fpoke their 
thoughts, did not undcrftand : for nothing «can be 
plainer than what the public hath often been told, 
that the recovery of Spain from the houfe of Bour^ 
fo«, was a thing never imagined when the war 
began, but a juft and and reafonable fatisfaftion 
to the Emperor; much lefs ought fuch a condition 
to be held neceflary at prefent •, not only becaufc 
it is allowed on all hands to be imprafticablc, 
but likewife becaufe, by the changes in the Au^ 

Jtrum and Bourbon families, it would not be fafe ; 

ndther did thofe, who were loudeft in blaming 

\ht French preliminaries, know any thing of the 

Vol. XII. H adv3iuU6t% 
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advantages privately ftipulated for Britain^ v 
iutcrefts, they aflured us, were all made a faci 
to the corruption or folly of the managers : 
and therefore, becaufe the oppofers of peace 
been better informed by what they have 
heard and feen, they have changed their bat 
and accufed the minifters for betraying the D 
The Lord Raby^ her Majefty's ambalTadc 
the Hague^ having made a fhort journey to . 
land J where he was created Earl of Straffordy 
back to Holland^ about the beginning of 0< 
1711, with the above preliminaries, in ord 
communicate them to the penfionary and 
minifters of the States. The Earl was inftrufl 
let them know, " That the Queen had, acco: 
*' to their dcfire, returned an anfwer to the 
^^ propofitions figned by Monfieur Torcy^ fig 
** ing, that the French offers were thought, 
" by her Majefty and the States, neither fo ] 
" cular nor fo full as they ought to be, and i 
** ing to have a diftinft projeft formed of fi 
** peace, as the moft Chrillian King would ht 
** ling to conclude : that this affair having be< 
*' fome time tranfafted by papers, and thereby 
** jedl to delays, Monfieur Mefnagsr was at 1 
** fent over by France^ and had figned thofe 
** liminaries now communicated to them :.th 
^^ fevcral articles did not indeed contain 
** particular concefSons as France muft ani 
** make in the courfc of a treaty •, but that, 
** ever, her Majefty thought them a fufl 

** found 



FOUR LAST YEARS OF THE QUEEN. 75" 

«' foundation whereon to open the general con- 
" fcrenccs. 

" That her ^Iajcfty was unwilling to be charged 
*' with determining the fevcral interefts of her 
" Allies, and therefore contented herfclf with fuch 
" general offers as might include all the particular 
" demands proper to be made during the treaty, 
" where the confederates muft refolve to adhere 
" firmly together, in order to obtain from the 
" enemy the utmoft that could be hoped for in 
" the prefent circumflances of affairs ; which 
•' rule, her Majefty affured the States, fhe would 
" on her part firmly obferve." 

If the minift^rs of Holland fliould exprefs any 
uneafincfs, that her Majefty may have fettled the 
interefts of her own kingdoms in a future peace, 
by any private agreement, the ambafTidor was 
erdcred to fay, ^ That the Queen had hitherto rc- 
" fufed to have the treaty carried on in her own 
^' kingdom, and would continue to do fo, unlefs 
" they (the Dutch) conftrained her to take ano- 
" thcr mcafure : that, by thefe means, the States, 
" and the reft of the Allies, would have the op- 
" portunity of treating and adjufting their diffc- 
" rent pretenfious, which her Majefty would pro- 
" mote, with all the zeal flie had fhewn for the 
'^ common good, and the particular advantage of 
'* thgt republic (as they muft do her the juftice ta 
** confefs) in the whole courfe of her reign : that 
" the Queen had made no ftipulation for herfclf, 
" which might clafti with the interefts of Holland ;^ 
^ aood that the articles to be inferted in a future 
Hz y treaty,, 
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*' treaty^ for the benefit of Britain^ were for the 
** moft part fuch as contained advantages^ whicli 
** muft either be continued to the enemy, or be 
*^ obtained by her Majefty \ but however, tKa^no 
** concefiion fhould tempt her to hearken to a 
^ peace, unlefs her good friends and allies the 
*^ States General, had all rcafonable fatisfadlion 
** as to their trade and barrier, as well as in all 
** other refpeds." 

After thefe aflurances given in the-Queen'^ 
name, the Earl was to infinuate, ** That her Ma- 
*' jcfty fliould have juft reafon to be offended, and 
** to think the proceeding between her and the 
*^ States very unequal, if they fhould pretend to 
** have any further uneafineft upon this head; 
** that being determined to accept no advantages 
** to herfelf, repugnant to their interefts, nor any 
*^ peace without their reafonable fatisfaftion, the 
** figure (he had made during the whole courfe of 
^^ the war, and the part fhe had aflcd fuperior to 
** any of the AHi^s, who were more concerned in 
** danger and intereft, might juftly entitle her to 
** fettle the concerns, of Gr^^i/-jBrrV^j/« bcfprc (He 
" would confent to a general negociation." ' ^ 

If the States Ihould objcft the engagements the ] 
Queen was under, by treaties, of making no 
peace but in concert with them, or the particuhr 
"obligations of the barrier treaty ; the amba£idor 
was taanfwer, " That as to the former, ber-Ma« . 
** jefty had not in any fort adled contrary there- 
•^to; that flie was fo far from making a peace 
*< without their confent, as to declare her firm.re* 

" iolutiaik 
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" /blution not to make it without their fatisfacr 
•*.tion ; and that what had pafled between France 
•' and her, amounted to no more than an intro- 
" duSion to a general treaty. As to the latter, 
" the Earl had orders to reprefent very carncflly, 
** how much it was even for the intereft of Ho/' 
" land itfclf, rather to compound the advantage 
" of the barrier treaty, than to infift upon the 
" whole, which the houfe of Aujlria^ and feveral- 
*^ other Allies would never confent to ; that no- 
** thing could be more odious to the people of 
** England than- many parts of this treaty, which 
^ would have raifed univerfal indignation, if the 
** utmoftcare had notbeen taken to quiet the minds 
" of thofe who were acquainted with the terms of 
" that guaranty, and to conceal them from thofe 
" who wefc not ; that it was abfolutely necefTary 
•* to maintain a good harmony between both na- 
" tions, without which it would be impoffible at 
** any time to form a ftrength for reducing an ex- 
** orbitant power, or preferving the balance of 
" Europe ; from whence it followed, that it could. 
** not be the true intereft of either country, to» 
** infift upon any conditions which might give 
•* juft apprehenfion to the other. 

" That France had propofed ITtrechty Nime^^ 
^ guen, jiix or Liege^ wherein, to hold the general 
•* treaty 5 and her Majefty was ready to fend her 
" pfenipotentiaries to which ever of thofe towns 
■* the States fhould approve." 

If the Imperial Minifters, or thofe of the other 

Allies^ fhould objed againft the greliminaries aa 

Hi aa^ 
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no fufficient ground for opening the confcfcnccsj. 
and inOft that France fhould confent to fuch ar* 
tides as were figncd on tlie part of the Allies m 
the year 1709 ; the Earl of Strafford was in an=» 
fwer direfted to infinuate, " That the French 
might probably have been brought to- explain 
themfclves more particularly, had they not pcr- 
otived the uneafinefs, impatience, and jealoufy a^ 
mong the Allies, during ou^tranfa&ions with that 
court.'* However he (hould declare to them, in the 
Queen*8 name, " That if they were determined 
to accept of peace upon no t^rm^ inferior to what 
were formerly demanded, her Majefty> was -ready 
to concur with them, but would no longer bear 
thofe difproportions of expencc yearly increafed 
upon her, nor the deficiency of the confederates 
in every part of the war : that it was - therefore 
incumbent upon them to fumifk^ for the future^ 
fuch quotas of (hips and forces as they were now 
wanting^ in, and to increafc their expence, whild 
her Majefty reduced hers to ^ reafbaable«and juil 
proportion." 

That if the minifters of Vienna and Holland 
ftipuld urge their inability upon this head, the 
Queen infilled, "They ought to comply with hcrj 
in war or in peace ; her Majefty defiring no- 
thing, as to the firft, but what they ought to per« 
form, and what is abfolutely neceflary ; and as to 
the latter, that (he had done, and would conti-^ 
nue to do the utmoft in her power towards ob* 
taining fuch a peace, as might, be to the fatisfac- 
tion of all her allies*'* 

Soma 
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Some days after the Earl oi Strajfori^s depar-» 
ture to Holland^ Monfieur Buysy pcnfionary oiAm^ 
fitrdam^ arrived here from thence with inftruc- 
tipns from bis mailers to treat upon the fubje£l of 
the French preliminaries, and the methods for 
carrying on the war. In his firft conference with 
a committee of council, he obje£ied againft all 
the articles as toa general and uncertain, and a- 
gainft fome of them as prejudicial. He faidj 
•* The French promifing that trade ftiould be re- 
eftablifhed and maintained for the future, was 
meant in order to deprive the Dutch of their ta* 
riff of 1664 ; for the plenipotentiaries of that 
crown would certainly expound the word retd^ 
hhr^ to fignify no more than reftoring the trade of 
the States to the condition it was in immediately 
before the commencement of the prefent war.* 
He fairfi " That, in the article of Ds^niiri, the 
deftru^ion of the harbour was not mentioned; 
and that the fortifications were only to be razed 
upon condition of an- equivalent, which might 
occafion a difference between herMajcftyand the 
States, fince Holland would think it hard 'to have 
a* town lefs in their barrier for the demolitio» of 
Duhkirk^y and England would complain to have 
this thorn continue in their fide, for the fake of 
giving one town more to the Dutch,** 

Laftly, he objefted, ** That where the French 
promifed effeflual methods (hould be taken to 
prevent the union of France and Spain under the 
&me king, they offered nothing at all for the cef^ 

fiod 
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fion of Spain, which was the mod importai 
point of the war^ 

" For thefe rcafons, Monfieur Buys hoped h( 
Majefty would alter her meafures, and deman 
fpecinc articles, upon which the Allies might d< 
bate whether they would confent to a negociatic 
or no.'* 

The Queen-, who looked upon all thefe difficu 
ties raifed about the method of treating, as ei 
deavours to wrefl the negociation out of hi 
hands, commanded the lords of the committee 1 
let Monfieur Buys know, " That the experiem 
•* flie formerly had of proceeding by particuh 
" preliminaries' towards a general treaty, gave h« 
^ no encouragement to repeat the fame metho 
•^ any more : That fuch a preliminary treaty mu 
•*be ncgociated either by fome particular alliei 
•' or by all. The firft, her Majefty could nev< 
** fuffer, fince flie would neither take upon her t 
** fettle the interefts of others, nor fubmit that c 
^* thers (hould fettle thofe of her own kingdoms 
*< As to the fecond, it was liable to Monfieu 
" Buys's objeftion, becaufe the minifters of From 
** w©uld have as fair an opportunity of fowiqg di 
•^ vifion among the Allies, when they were all ai 
*« fembled upon a preliminary treaty, as when th 
*^ conferences were open for a negociation o 
" peace : That this method could therefore hav 
" no other efFedl than to delay the treaty, with 
*^out any advantage: That her Majefty -wa 
*^ heartily difpofed, both then and during the nc 
^ g^ciation^ to iniift oa every thing necefiary fo 

" ihcurinj 
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'^'fccuring the barrier and commerce of the 
" States, and therefore hoped the conferences 
" might be opened, without farther difficulties* 

" That her Majefty did not only confent, but 
^^ defire to hare a plan fettled for carrying on the 
^ war, as foon as the negociation of peace ihould 
<^ begin, but expected to have the burthen more 
'^equally laid, and more agreeable to treaties, 
** and would join with the States in preffing tho 
•* Allies to perform their parts, as (he had endca- 
" voured to animate them by her example.*' 

Mbniieur Buys^ feemed to know little of his 
mailer's mind^. and pretended he had no power to 
conclude upon any thing. Her Majefty's mini- 
iler propofed to him an alliance: between the two 
nations, to fubfift after a peace. To this be 
hearkened very readily,, and offered to take the 
matter ad referendum^ having authority to do no 
more. His intention was, that he might appear 
to negociatCy in order to gain time to pick oi^t, if 
poffiUe, the whole fecret of the tranfadions be* 
twcen Britain- and France ,- to difolofe nothing 
bimfelf, nor bind his mafters to any conditions ; 
to ferk delays till the parliament met, and then 
•bferve what turn' it took,, and what would be 
the liTue of thofe frequent cabals between himfelf 
and fome other foreign minifters, in conjunflion 
with the chief leaders, of the difcontented fac* 
tion. 

TTie Dutc/j hoped, that the clamours, raifed a« 
gainft the proceedings of the Queen's minifters 
towards a pe^ce, would make the parliament difr 

approve 
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sq)prore what had been done, whereby the States^ 
would be at the head of the negociation, which: 
the Queen did not think fit to have any more in 
their hands, where it had mifcarried twice alrea- 
dy, although Prince Eugene himfeJf owned, 
** That France was then difpofed to conclude a 
peace upon fuch conditions, as it was not worth, 
the life of a grenadier to refufe them." As to 
infi fling upon fpecific preliminaries, her Majefty 
thought her own method much better, for each 
Ally, in the courfe of the negociation, to advance 
and manage his own pretenfions, wherein flic 
would fupport and affift them, rather than for 
two miniftcrs of one Ally to treat folely with the 
enemy, and report what they pleafed to the refl:> 
as was pra£kifed by the "Dutch zX. Gsrtruydcnberg^ 

One part of MonGeur Buys'^s inftruftions was 
to defire the Queen, not to be fo far amufed by a 
treaty of peace, as to negleft her preparation for 
war againft the next campaign. Her Majefty^ 
who was firmly refolved againft fubmitting any 
longer to that unequal burthen of expence (he 
had hitherto lain under, commanded Mr. Secre-* 
tary St, John to debate the matter with that mi^ 
niftcr, who faid he had no power to treat, only 
infifted that his mailers had fully done their part^ 
and that nothing but exhortations could be ufed 
to prevail on the other Allies to afl: with greater 
vigour. 

On the other fide, the Queen refufed to con- 
cert any plan for the profecution of the war, till 
the States would join with her in agreeing to -o* 
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|>cn the conferences of peace ^ which therefore, 
by Monf. Buys*s application to them, was accord- 
ingly done, hy a refolution taken in Holland upon 
the twenty-firft of November 171 1, N. S. 

About this time the Count de Gallas was forbid 
the court, by order from the Queen, who fcnt him 
word, that fhe looked upon him no longer as fi 
public miniftcr. 

This gentleman thought fit to aft a very diflio* 
nourablc part here in England^ altogether incon- 
fiftcnt with the character he bore of envoy from 
the late and prefent Emperors ; two princes un- 
der the ftrifteft tics of gratitude to the Queen, 
efpecially the latter, who had then the title of 
King of Spain. Count GallaSy about the end of 
^ugujl 1 71 1, with the utraoft privacy, difpatched 
^nlta/ianf one-of his clerks, to Frankfort^ where 
the Earl of Peterborough was then expefted. This 
man was inftrufted to pafs for a Spaniard^ and 
infinuate himfelf into the Earl's fervice 5 which he 
accordingly did, and gave conftant information 
to the laft Emperor's fecretary at Franhforty of all 
he could gather up in his lordlhip's family, as 
Well as copies of feveral letters he had tranfcribed. 
It was likcwife difcovered that Gallas had, in his 
difpatches to the prefent Emperor, then in Spaiti^ 
rcprefented the Queen and her minifters as not to 
be confided in ; that when her Majefty had dif- 
mifled the Earl of Sunderland^ fhe promifed to 
proceed no further in the change of her fervants, 
yer foon after turned them all out, and thereby 
ruined the public credit, as well as abandotved 

Sf)ain \ 
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Spain ; that the prefent mxnifters wanted the abiK<» 
tics and good difpofitions of the former \ were 
perfons of ill defigns, and enemies to the common 
caufe i and he (Gallai) could not truft them. In 
his letters to Count Zinzendorfy he faid, '• That 
•* Mr. Secretary &U John complained of the houfe 
^ of Aujirta\ backwardnefs, only to make the 
** King of Spain odious to England^ and the people 
*' here dcfirous of a peace, although it were ever 
** fo bad a onej" to prevent which. Count Gal^ 
las drew up a ^memorial, which he intended to 
give the Queen, and tranfmitted a draught of it 
to Zinzendorf for his advice and approbation. 
This memorial, among other great promifes to 
encourage the continuance of the war, propofed 
the detaching a good body of troops from Hungary^ 
to ferve in Italy or Spain^ as the Queen fliould 
think fit. 

Zinzendorf thought this too bold a ftep, with- 
out confulting the Emperor : to which Gallas re- 
plied, that his defign was only to engage the 
Queen to go on with the war ; that Zinzendorf 
knew how earneftly the Englifb and Dutch had 
prefled to have thefe troops from Hungary \ and 
therefore they ought to be promifed, in order 
to quiet thofe two nations, after which feveral 
ways might be found to elude that promife ; and, 
in the mean time, the great point would be 
gained, of bringing thqJ?//^^/* to declare for con- 
tinuing the war : That the Emperor might after^ 
wards excufe himfclf, by apprehenfion of 4i war 
in Hungary^ or of that between the Turks and 

Mufcovites : 
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Mufcovites : That if thefc excufcs fhould be at an 
cud, a detachment of one or two regiments inlj^ht 
be fcnt, and the reft deferred, by pretending wjnt* 
•f money \ by which the Queen would probably 
be brought to maintain fome part of thofc troops, 
and perhaps the whole body. He added, that 
this way of management was very common a- 
mong the Allies ; and gave for an example, tho 
forces which the Dutch had promifed for the fer- 
vice of Spairiy but were never fent ; with fcveral 
other indances of the fame kind, whfch he faid 
might be produced. 

Her Majedy, who had long fufpecled that Count 
Gallas was engaged in thcfe and the like pradi- 
ces, having at laft received authentic proofs of 
this whole intrigue, from original lettersi and the 
voluntary confeflion of thofe, who were princi- 
pally concerned in carrying it on, thought it ne-* 
ceflary to fliew her refentment, by refufing the 
Count any more accefs to her pcrfon or her court. 

Although the Queen, as it hath been already 
obfeived, was refolved to open the conferences 
upon the general preliminaries, yet (he thought 
it would very much forward the peace, to know 
what were the utmoft conceffions which France 
would make to the feveral Allies, but jcfpecially 
to the States-General and the Duke of Savty z^ 
therefore, while her Majefty was preffing the for- 
mer to agree to a general treaty, the Abbe Gual" 
tier was fent to France with a memorial, to de- 
fire that the moft Chriftian King would explaiu 
iiimieif upon thofe preliminaries, particulary with 

Vol. XIL 1 relation 
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relation to Savoy and Holland^ whofe fatisfadiM 
the Queen had mod at heart, as well from hcf 
friendfhip tp both thefe powers, as becaufe, if (he 
might engage to them that their juft pretenfions 
would be allowed, few difficulties would remain^ 
of any moment, to retard the general peace. 

The French anfwer to this memorial contained 
ieversd fthemes and propofals for the fatisfadion 
of each Ally, coming up very near to what her 
Majefty and her minifters thought reafonable. Tht 
greateft difficulties feemed to be about the Eledor 
of Bavaria^ for whofe interefts France appeared 
to be as much concerned, as the Queen was for 
thofe of the Duke of Savoy i however, tbofe S9ttt 
}udged not very hard to be furmounted. 

The States having at length agreed to a gene^ 
ral treaty, the following particulars were concerted 
between her Majefty and that RcpuWic. 

" That the congrcfs fhould be held at Utrecht i 
** that the opening of the congrefs (hould be upon 
« the 1 2th of January N. S. 1711-12. 

<^ That for avoiding all incottveftiencies of cere* 
«* mony, the minifters of the Queen and States^ 
•* during the treaty, (hould have only the charac<- 
*< ters of plenipotentiaries, andtjot take that of 
« ambafladors, till the day on which the peace 
** (hould be ligned. 

f* Laftly, the Queen and States infifted, that 
*' the minifters ot the Duke of jinjou^ and the 
^' late Eleftors of Bavaria and Cologne^ (hbuld 
** not appear at the congrefs until the points rc- 
•« lating to their maftcrs were adjufted j and wcrcf 

« firmly 
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^* firmljr refolved not to fend their pafTports for the 
'^mni&en of Franci^ till the moft Cbriftian 
'< King declared^ that the abfence of the for6« 
^* mentioned miniilers fhould not delay the pro- 
'' grefs of the negociation." 

Purfuant to the three former articles, her Ma«» 
jeftj wrote circular letters to all the Allies enga-^ 
ged with her in the prefent war } and France had 
aotice, that as fooa as the King declared his com** 
pliance with the laft article, the blank paiTport^ 
ihould be filled up with the names of the Mare& 
dml lyUxelleSf the Abbe cU Polignac^ and MonH 
idefnaget, who were appointed plenipotentiaries 
for that crown. 

From what I bare hitherto deduced, the reader 
feed the plan whieh the Queen thought the moft 
eSe£liial for advancing a peace. As the conferen-^ 
ces ivere to begin upon the general preliminaries^ 
the Queen was to be empowered by France to of- 
fer feparately to the Allies, what might be rea- 
fonable for each to accept ; and her own interefts 
bding previoufly fettled, (lie was t6 zGt as a gene- 
ral mediator : a figure that became her beft, from 
the part (he had in the war, and more ufeful to 
the great end at which (he aimed, of giving ai 
ftffe and honourable peace to Europe. 

Befides, h was abfolutely neceflary for the in« 
tereAs of Brkain, tha( the Queen (hould be at the 
bead of the negociation, without which her Ma- 
jefty could find no expedient to redrefs the inju- 
ries ber kingdoms were fure to fuffer by the Bar- 
rier Treaty. In order to fettk this point with tha 
I z States^ 
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States, the miniilers here had a conference witK 
Monfieur Uuysy a few days before the parliament 
met. He \¥as told, " how necefl'ary it was," by 
** a previous concert between the Emperor, the* 
** Queen, and the States, to prevent any dif- 
** ference which might arife in the courfe of the 
•* Utrecht treaty ; that, under pretence of a bar- 
•* rier for the States- General, as their fccurity a-. 
<* gainft France^ infinite prejudice might arife to 
f * the trade of Britain^ in the Spani/b Netherlands^ 
^* for, by the fifteenth article of the Barrier Trea- 
•* ty, in confequence of what was flipulated by 
** that of Munjlevy the Queen was brought to cn- 
** g2g€, that commerce (hall not be rendered 
** more eafy, in point of duties,by thefea-portsof 
•* Flandersy than it is by the river Scheldt and by 
^* the canals on the fide of the Seven Provinces, 
^* which, as -things now flood, was very unjuft; 
•* for while the towns in Flanders were in the 
•* hinds of France or Spain ^ the Dutch and wc 
•* traded to them upon equal foot ; but now, fincc 
** by the Barrier Treaty thofe towns were to be 
** poficffed by the States, that republic might lay 
•* what duties they pleafcd upon Britijb goods, af- 
*^ ter pafling by OJlendy and make their own cut 
** tom free, which would utterly ruin our whole 
•* trade with Flanders.^* 

Upon this the Lords told Monfieur Buys yerj 
frankly, " That if the States expelled the Queen 
•* fliould fupport their Barrier, as well ad their 
*' demands from France and the houfe of Auftria 
^ upon that bead, they ought to agree^ that the 

r - « fubj«a& 
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^ fnbfcds of Britain ihould trade as freely to all 
« the countriee and places which, hj Tirtue of 
" any former or future treaty, were to become 
" the barrier of the States, as they did in the 
** time of the late King Charles the Second of 
" ^ain^ or as the fubje^ of the States-General 
<' thetnfelved (hall do ; and that it was hoped their 
*^ High Migbtinefles would never fcruple to rec«* 
*^ ttfy ^ miftake fb injurious to that nation, with** 
<< Out whefe Uood and treafure they would have 
*< had no Barrier at all.'* Monfieur Buys had no* 
thing taanfwer againft thefe obje£bions, but faid> 
he had already wrote to his Mafters fdr further 
inftru^Ons. 

Greater difficulties occurred about fettling 
what {hottld be the barrier to the States after a 
peace^ the envoy infifting to have all the towns 
that were namied in the Creaty of barrier and 
fticeeffion ; atid the Queen's mintfters excepting 
thofe towns, which, if they continued in the 
hands 6i the DttUi, would render the trade of 
MriimH Co Flanders precarious. At length it was 
agreed in general, that the States ought to hav^ 
what is really eifential to the fecvrity of their 
barrier againft France^ and that fome amicable 
expediem (hould be found, for reinoving the fears 
both of Britain and Hollamd upon this point. 

But, at the fame time, Monf. Buys was told> 
** That althou^ the Queen would certainly infift 
*' ta obtain all thofe points from Francey in be^ 
'* half of .her allies the States, yet (he hoped his 
^ ijwftrrl were too reafooable to break off the 
"" 1 3 « Ucaty, 
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^ treaty, rather than not obtain the rery utmcfC 
*^ of their dr:mandS) which could not be fettlecf 
** here, unlefs he were fully inftru£led to Q)ealc 
"and conclude upon that fubjeft: That her 
** Majefty thought, the beft way of fecuring tht 
** common intered, and preventing the divifionf 
** of the allies, by the artifices of France^ in the" 
** courfe of a long negociation, would be, to con- 
** cert between the Qucen*i8 miniftcrs and thofe 
** of the States, with a due regard to the other 
•* confederates, fuch a plan as might amount to 
** a fafe and honourable peace.** AfccF which> 
the Abbe PoUgnacy who, ef the French plenipo- 
tentiaries, was moft in the fecrct of his court, 
might be told, " That it was in vain to amufe 
** each other any longer j that, on fuch termsj 
** the peace would be immediately concluded j 
^^ and that the conferences mud ceafe, if tbofe 
^< conditions were net, without delay, and with 
** expedition, granted.** 

A treaty between her Majefty and the States^ 
to fubfifl: after a peace, was now (igned, Monfieur 
Buy having received full powers to that purpofc^ 
His mafters were defirous to have a private ar**- 
ticlc zAAtAyJuhfperatiy concerning thofe terms of 
peace, without the granting of which, we (hould 
ftipulate, not to agree with the enemy* But 
aeither the charader of Buysy nor the manner in 
which, he was empowered to treat, would allow 
♦he Queen to enter into fuch an engagement'. 
The congrefs likewife approaching, there was not- 
time ta feKle a point of fo great importance. 

Ncdtherji 



FOUR LAST YEARS OF THE QUEEN. 91 

Neither^ laftly, would her Majefty be tied down 
by HoUandf without previous fatisfafiion upon 
feveral articles in the barrier treaty, (o inconfiftent 
with her engagement to other powers in the al- 
liance, and fo injurious to her own kingdoms. 

The Lord Privy-Scal, and the Earl of Strafe 
ford having, about the time the parliament met» 
been appointed her Majefty*S plenipotentiaries for 
treating a general peace, I Ihall here break off the 
account of any further progrefs made in that great 
affair, until I refume it in the la/l book of thia 
hiftory. 

BOOK III. 

THE houfe of commons feemcd refolvedj 
from the beginning of the felSon, to en* 
quire (Iridily, not only into all abufes relating to 
the accocunts of the army, but Iikewife.into the 
feveral treaties between us and our allies i upon 
what articles and conditions they were firil agreed 
to; and how thefe had been iinee obferyed. lot 
the firft week of their fitti-ng, they fent an ad- 
drefe to the Queen, to defire that the treaty^ 
whereby her Majefty was oWiged to furnifh forty 
thoufand men, to a£l in conjunction with the 
forces of her allies in the Low Countries, might 
be laid before the houfe. To which the fecretary 
of ftate brought an anfwer, " That fearch had 
" been made, but no footfteps could be found of 
•* any treaty or convention for that purpofe.^ 
St «a$i this unaccountable neglect in the former 

miniftr;^ 
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miniftry, which firft gave a pretence td the aHietf 
for leflening their quotas fo amch ta the difad* 
vantage of her Majefty, h<^F kingdoms^ and the 
common cauTe, in the courfe o£ the war. It bad 
been ftipulated by the grand alliance between thtf 
Emperor, Britain^^nd the States, that thofe three 
powers {hould affift each other with their whcfo 
force, and that the feveral proportions fhould be 
^>ecified in a particular convention. But if any 
foch convention were made, it was never ratified % 
only the parties agreed,, by common o(»ifent, to 
take each a certain (hare of the burthen upon 
themfelves, which the late King William com- 
municated to the houfe of commons by his fecre* 
tary of l^ate, and which afterwards, the other 
tWo powers, obferving the mighty zesd in out 
mintftry for prolonging the war, eluded as tbcf^ 
pleafed. 

The commiffioners for ftatiog the public sie«> 
cx>unts of the kingdom, had, in executing their 
office the preceding fummer, difcovdred feverai 
pra£tices relating to the aflfairs of the armj^^ 
which they drew up in a report, and delivered to^ 
the houfe. 

The comnKmi began their exiamination of the 
report, with a member of their own, Mr. Robert 
Walpohy already mentioned, who, during his be* 
ing fecretary at war, had received five hutidretf 
guineas, and taken a note for five hundred 
pocmds more, on account of two contrails fer 
forage of the (^een's troops quartered in &o/w 
imL He oxdefiYOurod to ej^ufe the firft €on«» 

ttafltr 
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tra& ; but had nothing to fay about the fccond. 
The firft app^red fo plain and fo fcandalous to 
the commons, that they voted the author of it 
guilty of a high breach of truft, and notorious 
corruption 5 committed him prifoner to the 
Tower, where he continued to the end of the 
feffion ; and expelled him the houfe. He was a 
perfon much carefTed by the oppofers of the 
Queen and miniftry, having been firft drawn into 
their party by his indifference to any principles, 
and afterwards kept fteady by the lofs of hig 
place. His bold forward countenance, altoge- 
ther a ftranger to that infirmity which makes 
men bafliful, joined to a readinefs of fpeaking in 
public, hath juftly entitled him, among thofe of 
his fa£tion, to be a fort of leader of fte fecond 
form. The reader muft excufe me for being fo 
particular about one, who is otherwife altogether 
obfcure. 

Another part of the report, concerned the 
Duke of Marlborough^ who had received large 
fums of money, by way of gratuity, from thofe 
who were the undertakers for providing the army 
with bread. This the Duke excufed, in a letter 
10 the commiflioners, from the like practice of 
other generals ; but that excufe appeared to be of 
little weight ; and the mifchievous confcquenccs 
of fuch a corruption were vifible enough, fince 
the money given by thefe undertakers were but 
bribes for connivance at their indirect dealings 
with the army. And as frauds that begin at the 
top, are apt to fprcad through all the fubordinite 

ranks 
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tknks of tho& wbo have any (hare in the manage-* 
nenti and te incfeafe as they circulate } fo, in thia* 
cafe> for every thoufand pbunds given to the ge<- 
nera1> the foldiers, at leaft^ fufFered four^fold. 

Another article of this report, relating to thi^ 
Duke, was yet of more importance^ The greateft 
part of her Majefty's forces in FlanJltrSj wero 
mercenary troops, hire<l from feveral princes of 
Europe*, It was found, that the Queen's general 
fubtra£k^d two and a half/^r cent, out of the pay 
of thofe trck)p8, for his own ufe, which amounted 
to a great annual fum. The Duke of Maflbor^gb^ 
in his letter already mentioned, endeavouring to 
ci^tenuate the matter, told the coauftiiffioners^ 
'< That this deduction was a free gift from^ tlio 
*' foreign troops,, ^hich he had negociated witb 
^* them by the late King's orders, and had ob-» 
•* tained the Qgden's warrant for refervlng and 
** receiving it : That it was intended for fecret 
«* fervice, the i^n thoufand pounds a-year, given 
** by parliament, not proving fufficient, and had 
*^ ah been laid out that way.'^ The commif&on*# 
crs obfervec^ in anfwer, <* That the warrant wM 
*^ kept dormant for nine years, as indeed no en* 
'^ try of it appeared iil> the fecretary of (late'a 
*^ books, and the defdu£^Ion of it concealed all 
'^ that time from the knowledge of parliament} 
<^ that if it had been a free gift from the foreigi^ 
*< troops, it would not have been Aipulated b]t 
** agreement, asi the Duke*s letter confeiTed, and 
'' as his warrant declared ; which letter affirmed 
*J this ftoppage to be intended for defraying ex- , 

** traordinary 
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•* traordimirj contingent expences of the troopt# 
■• and therefore fliould not have been applied ta 
•* fecret fcrvices." Tbey fubmicted to the houfc, 
%bethef the warrant itfelf were legal, or duly 
eounter-figned. The commiiTioners added, *^ That 
^ no receipt was ever given for this deduded 
*' money, nor was it mentioned in any receipts 
'^ from the foreign troops, which were always 
*' taken in fuU. And laflly, that the whole fum^ 
^' on computation, amounted to near diree hun* 
" dred thovfand pounds/* 

The houfe, after a long debate, refolvcd, " That 
•* the ts&ing fever^l fums from the contra£^ori 
•* for bread, by the Duke of Marlborough^ wai 
^ unwarrantable and illegal s atid that the two 
** and a half /^ ctni. deducted from the foreign 
** troops, was public money, and olight to be ac* 
•* counted for." Which refolutbns were laid 
before the Queen by the whole houfe, and her 
Majcfty promifed to do her part in redrefling 
what was complained of* The Duke and his 
friends had, about the beginning of the war, by 
their credit with the Queen, procured a warrant 
from her Majefty for thi^ perqui(ite of two and a 
half per cent. The Warrant was direfled to the 
l>oke of Morihoroughy and counter-figned by Bit 
Cbaries Hedges^ then fecretary of ftate ; by virtut 
of which, the paymaftcr-geticral of the army 
iros fo pay the faid dedu£ted money to the gene^ 
ral} and take a receipt in full from the foreign 
ffroope. 

It WM obftned, as ve^y commepdabk) and be^^ 
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coming the dignity of fucli an aflembly, that thi§ 
debate was managed with great temper, and with 
few perfonal reflcftions upon the Duke of MarU 
borough. They fcemed only defirous to come ai 
the truth, without which they could not anfwcf 
the truft repofed in them, by thofe whom they 
reprefented ; and left the reft to her Majefty'a 
prudence. The attorney-general was ordered to 
- commence an adUon againft .the Duke for the 
fubtrafted money, which would have amounted 
to a great fum, enough to ruin any private per- 
fon, except himfelf. This process is ftill depend- 
ing, although very moderately purfued, either by 
the Queen's indulgence to one whom (he had 
'formerly fo much trufted, or perhaps to be reviv- 
ed or flackened, according to the future demean-^ 
our of the defendant. 

Some time after, Mr. Cardonell^ a member of 
parliament, and fecretary to the general in Flan^ 
derSi was expelled the houfe, for the offence of 
receiving yearly bribes from thofe who had con- • 
traded to furnifh bread for the army, and met 
with no farther punifliment, for a practice voted 
to be unwarrantable and corrupt. 

Thefc were all the cenfures, of any moment, 
which the commons, under fo great a weight of 
buGnefs, thought fit to make, upon the reports of 
their commiflioners for infpefting the public ac- 
counts. But having promifed, in the beginning 
of this hiftory, to examine the (late of the natio&i 
with rcfpefl: to its debts ; by what negligence of 
corruption theyfirft began^ and^ in praccft.of 

time, 
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tilM, made fuch a prodigious increafe ; and laft** 
ly, what courfes have been taken under the prc- 
fent adminiftration, to find out funds for anfwer- 
ing fo many unprovided incUmbraRCes, a$ well as 
put aftop to new ones ; I (hall endeavour to fatis- 
fy the reader upon this important article. 

By all I have yet read of the hiftory of our 
own country, it appears to me, that the national 
debt, fecurcd upon parliamentary funds of inte- 
reft, were things unknown in England htfore the 
laft revolution under the Prince of Orange. It is 
true, that in the grand rebellion, the King's ene- 
mies borrowed money of partidtilar perfons, upon 
what they called the public faith ; but this was 
only for fhort periods, and the fums no more 
than what they could pay at once, as they con- 
itantly did. Some of our Kings have been very 
profufe in peace and war, and are blamed in hif- 
tory for their oppreffions of the people by feverc 
taxes, and for borrowing money which they ne- 
ver paid ; but national debts was a ftyle which, I 
doubt, would hardly then be underftood. When 
the Prince of Orange was raifed to the throne, 
and a general war began in thefe parts of Europe, 
the King and his counfellors thought it would be ill 
policy to commence his reign with heavy taxes upon 
the people, who had lived long in eafe and plenty, 
and might be apt to think their deliverance too 
dearly bought j wherefore, one of the firft aftions 
of the new government was to take off the tax 
upon chimnies, as a burthen very ungrateful to 
the commonalty. But money being wanted to 

Vol- XII. K fupport 
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fupport the war (which even the convention par- 
liament, that put the crown upon his head, were 
very unwilling he (hould engage in) the prefent 
Bifliop of Salj/hury* is faid to have found out that 
expedient (which he had learned in Holland) of 
raifing money upon the fecurity of taxes, that 
were only fufficient to pay a large intcreft. The 
motives which prevailed on people to fall in with 
this projeft, were many and plaufible j for fup- 
pofing, as the niinifters induftriouily gave out^ 
that the war cquld not la(t above one 'or two 
campaigns at moft, it might be carried on with 
very moderate taxes ; and the debts accruing, 
would, in procefs of time, be eafily cleared after 
a peace. Then the bait of large intereft would 
draw in a great number of thofe whofe money, 
by the dangers and difficulties of trade, lay dead 
upon their hands ; and whoever were lenders to 
the government, would, by fureft principle, be 
obliged to fupport it. Befides, the men of eftatc^ 
could not be perfuaded, without time and diffi- 
culty, to have thofe taxes laid on their lands, 
which cuflom hath fince made fo familiar; and 
It was the bufmefs of fuch as were then in power, 
to cultivate a monied intereft, becaufe the gentry 
of the kingdom did not very much relilh thofe 
new notions in government, to which dhe King, 
who had imbibed his politics in his own country, 
was thought to give too much way. Neither, 
perhaps, did that Prince, think national incum- 
brances to be any evil at all, lince the flouriihing 

republiG ' 
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republic where he was born, is thought to owe 
more than ever it will be able or willing to pay. 
And I remember, when I mentioned to Monf. 
Buys the many millions we owed, he would ad- 
vance it as a maxim, that it was for the intereft 
of the public to be in debt ; which, perhaps, may 
be true in a commonwealth fo crazily inftituted, 
where the governors cannot have too many 
pledges -of their fubje£ts fidelity, and where a 
great majority muft inevitably be undone by any 
revolution, however brought about : but to prc- 
fcribe the fame rules to a monarchy, whofc 
wealth arifeth from the rents and improvements 
of lands, as well as trade and manufad^ures, is 
the mark of a confined and cramped underftanding. 

I was moved to fpeak thus, becaufe I am very 
w^fl fatisfied, that the pernicious counfels of bor- 
rowing money upon public funds of intereft, as 
well as fome other ftate-leffons, were taken indi- 
gefted from the like praftices among the Dutch^ 
without allowing in the Icaft for any difference in 
government, religion, law, cuftom, extent of 
country, or manners and difpofitions of the people. 

But when this expedient of anticipations and 
mortgages was firft put in pradlice, artful men in 
office and credit, began to confider what ufes it 
might be applied to j and foon found it was likely to 
provethemoft fruitful feminary,notonlytoeftabIifli 
a faftion they intended to fet up for their own fup- 
port, but likewife to raifc vaft wedth for them- 
felves in particular, who were to be the managers 
and dircftors in it. It was manifcft, that ncJthiifg 
K % could 
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could promote thefc two dcfigns fo much, as 
burthening the nation with debts, and giving 
encouragement to lenders : for, as to the firft, it 
was not to be doubted, that monied men would 
be always firm to the party of thofe who advifed 
the borrowing upon fuch good fecurity, and with 
fuch exorbitant premiums and interefl j and every 
new fum that was lent, took away as much pow- 
er from the landed men, as it added to theirs : io 
that the deeper the kingdom was engaged, it was 
{till the better for them. Thus, a new eflate and 
property fprung up in the hands of mortgagees, to 
whom every houfe and foot of land in England 
paid a rent-charge, free of all taxes and defalca- 
tions, and purchafed at lefs than half value : b 
that the gentlemen of eftates were, in effcft, but 
tenants to thefe new landlords j many of whom 
were able, in time, to force the eledlion of bo- 
roughs out of the hands of thofe who had been 
the old proprietors and inhabitants. This was 
arrived to fuch a height, that a very few years 
inore of war and funds would have clearly caft 
the balance on the monied fide. 

As to the fecond, this projeft of borrowing 
tipon funds, was of mighty advantage to thofe 
who were in the management of it, as well as to 
their friends and dependants; for, funds proving of- 
ten deficient, the government was. obliged to (Irike 
tallies for making up the reft, which tallies were 
fometimes (to fpeak in the merchant's phrafe) at 
above forty per cent, difcount. At this price, 
tbofe who were in the fecret, bought them ijip, 

an4 
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und then took care to have that deficiency fupplied 
in the next feffion of parliament, by which they 
doubled their principal in a few months j and, for 
the encouragement of lenders, every new proje£t 
of lotteries or annuities propofed fome farther ad- 
tantage, either as to intereft or premium.. 

In the year 1697, a general mortgage was made 
of certain revenues and taxes already fettled, . 
vrhich amounted to near a million a year. This 
mortgage was to continue till 1 706, to be a fund 
for the payment of about five millions one hun- 
dred thoufand pounds. In the firft parliament of 
the Queen, the faid mortgage was continued 
till 1 710, to fupply a deficiency of two millions 
three hundred thoufand pounds, and intereft of 
above a million ; and, in the intermediate years, 
a gr^at part of that fund was branched out into 
annuities for ninety-nine years ; fo that the late 
ininiftry raifed all their money to 17 10, only by 
continuing funds which were already granted to 
their hands. This deceived the people in gene- 
ral, who were fatisfied to continue the payments 
^hey had been accuftomed to, and made the ad- 
miniftration feem eafy, fince the war went on 
\vithout any new taxes raifed, except the very laft 
year they were in power 5 not confidering what a 
mighty fund was exhaufte'd, and muft be perpe- 
tuated, although extremely injurious to trade, 
and to the true intereft of the nation. 

This great fund of the general mortgage was 

not only loaded, year after year, by mighty fums 

borrowed upon it, but with tho-intereft§ due op- 

Kji oa 
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on thofc funis } for which the treafury was forced 
to ftrike tallies^ payable out of that fund^ after 
all the money already borrowed upo» it, there 
being no other proviflon of intereft for three or 
four years : till at laft the fund was fo overload- 
ed, that it could neither pay principal nor inte- 
xefl: •, and tallies were (truck for both, which oo- 
cafioned their great difcount. 

But, to avoid miftakes upon a fubjeft where. I 
am not very well verfed, either in the ftyle or 
matter, I will tranfcribe an account fent mc by a 
perfon * who is thoroughly inftru&ed in thefc af- 
fairs. 

* In the year 1707, the fum of eight hundred 

* twenty-two thoufand three hundred and eighty^- 

* one pounds fifteen fhillings and fixpence was 

* raifed^ by continuing part of the general mort- 

* gage from 1710 to 1712; but with no provL- 

* fion of intereft till Auguji the firft, 17 lo,. other- 
•-wife than by ftriking tallies for it on that fundjt 

* payable after all the other money borrowed. 

* In 1708, the fame funds were continued from 

* 1 7 12 to 1714,, to raife feven hundred twenty- 

* nine thoufand. fkty-feven pounds fifteen fliil- 

* lings and fixpence -y but no provifioii for intereft 

* till Auguft the firfl:, 171 2, otherwife than as bc- 

* fore, by fliriking tallies, for it on the fame fund^ 

* payable after all the reft of the money borrow- 

* ed. And the difcount of tallies then beginning 

* to rife, great part of that money remains ftiU 
^unraifed; and there is nothing to pay intereft 

f Sit JohftBlOHoU 
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* for the money lent, till Augufi the firft, 1 7 1 2. 

* But the late lord treafurer ftruck tallies for the 

* full fum direfled by the aft to be borrowed^ 

* great part of which have been delivered in pay>- 

* ment to the navy and viftualling-offices, and 

* fome are ftill in the hands of the government* 

* In 1709, part of the fame fund was cont]nu>- 
^ i^A irom Augufl the fir (l> 17 14, to Augtdft x\ie 

* firft, 1 7 16, to raife fix hundred forty-five thou- 

* fand pounds ; and no provifion for intereft tiU 

* Auguft the firft, 17 14, (which was about five 

* years) but by borrowing money on the fame 

* fund, payable after the fums before lent ; fo 

* that little of that money was lent. But the tal- 

* lies were ftruck for what was unlent, fome of 

* which were given out for the payment of the 
' navy and viftualling^ and fome ftill remain in 

* the hands of the government.. 

* In 1710, the fums which were before giveB 

* from 1 7 14 to 1716, were continued from thence 

* to 1720, to raifc i>296,552 /. 9 x. 1 1^ d. ;ind no 

* immediate provifion for intercft till Auguft the 

* firft, 1716 ^ only, after the duty of one ftiilling 
^per buftiel, on fait, fbould be cleared from the 

* money it was then charged with, and which 
*was not fo cleared till Midfummer I7i2laft, 

* then that fund was to be applied to pay the in- 

* tereft till Auguft the firft, 1716, which intereft 

* amounted to about 'j'j.,']^)'^!. per annum ; and 
' the faid fait fund produceth but about 55,000 /. 

* ftr annum ; fo that no money was borrowed iip^ 
Jou the general mortgage in 17 10, except 
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• 150,000/. lent by the Snvifs cantons; but trf- 

• lies were (truck for the whole flim. Thefe all 

• remained in the late treafurer's hands at the 

• time of his removal 5 yet the money was expend- 

• ed, which occgfioned thofe great demands up- 
« on the commiffioners of the treafury who fuc- 

• cecded him, and were forced to pawn thofe tal- 

• lies to the bank, or to remitters, rather than fell 

• them at 20 or 25 per cent, difcount, as the price 

• then was. About 200,000 /. of them they paid 

• to clothiers of the army, and others ; and all the 

• reft, being above 90,000 /. have been fub- 

• fcribed into the SoutbSea company, for the ufe 

• of the public' 

When the Earl of Godolphin was removed from 
liis employment, he left a debt upon the navy, 
of millions, all contracted under his ad- 

miniftration, which had no parliament-fecurity, 
and was daily increafed. Neither could I ever 
learn, whether that lord had the fmalleft pro- 
fpeft of clearing this ir^umbrance, or whether 
there were policy, negligence, or defpair at the 
bottom of this unaccountable management. But 
the Qonfequences were vifible and ruinous ; for 
by this means navy*bills grew to be 40 per^cenL 
difcount, and upwards ; and almoft every kind of 
ftorcs, bought by the navy and vifhialling-offices^ 
coft the government double rates, and fometimes 
more; fo that the public hath direftly loft fcveral 
millions upon this one article, without any fort of 
ncceffity, that I could ever hear afligned by the a- 
blcft vindicators of that party. 

ia 
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In this opprefled and entangled ftate was the 
kingdom, with relation to its debts, when the 
Queen removed the Earl of Godolphin from his 
office, and put it into commifEon, of which the 
pr^fent treafurer was one. This perfon had been 
chofen fpeaker fucceffively to three parliaments, 
was afterwards fecretary of ftate, and always in 
great efteem with the Queen, for his wifdom and 
fidelity. The late miniftry, about two years be- 
fore their fall, had prevailed with her Majefty, 
much againft her inclination, to difmifs him from 
her fervice; for which they cannot be juftly 
blamed, fince he had endeavoured the fame thing 
againft them, and very narrowly failed ; which 
makes it the more extraordinary, that he fliould 
fucceed in a fecond attempt againft thofe very ad« 
verfaries, who had fuch fair warning by the 
firft. He is firm and fteady in his refolutions, 
not eafily diverted from them, after he hath once 
pofTefied himfelf of an opinion that they are 
right, nor very communicative where he can ^6t 
by himfelf, being taught by experience, that a fe- 
cret is feldom fafe in more than one breaft. That 
which occurs to other men, after mature delibe- 
ration, offers to him gs his firft thoughts ; fo that 
he decides immediately what is beft to be done ; 
and therefore, is feldom at a lofs upon fudden ex- 
igencies. He thinks it a more eafy and fafe rule 
in politics, to watch incidents as they come, and 
and then turn them to the advantage of what he 
purfues, than pretend to forefee them at a great 
diftancc. Fear, cruelty, avarice, and pride, are 

wholly 
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wholly Grangers to his nature; but he is not with- 
out ambition. There is one thing peculiar in his . 
temperi which I altogether difapprove^ and do not 
remember to have heard or met with in any other 
man's charafler : I mean"; an eafinefs and indiffe- 
rence under any imputation, although he be never 
fo innocent, and although the ftrongeft probabi- 
lities and appearances are againfl: him^ ; fo that I 
have known him often fufpe£ted by his neareft 
friends, for fome months, in points of the high- 
eft importance, to a degree that they were ready 
to break with him, and only undeceived by time 
and accident. His detraftors, who charge hitn 
with cunning, are but ill acquainted with his 
charadler ; for, in the fenfe they take the word» 
and as it is ufually underftood, I know no man . 
to whom that mean talent could be with lefs juf- 
tice applied, as the conduft of affairs, while he 
hath bein at the helm, doth clearly demonftrate, 
very contrary to the nature and principles of cun- 
ning, which is always employed in ferving little 
turns, propofing little ends, and fupplying daily 
exigencies by little ftiifts and expedients. But, 
to refcue a prince out of the hands of infolent 
fubje£ts, bent upon fuch defigns as mud proba- 
bly end in the ruin of the government ; to find 
out means for paying fuch exorbitant debts as 
this nation hath been involved in, and redyce it 
to a better management ; to make a potent enemy 
offer advantageous terms of peace, and deliver 
up the moft important fortrefs of his kingdom^ 
as a fecurity } and this ag^inft all the oppofition^. 

mutuall]p 
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mutually railed and inflamed by parties and zU 
lies : (uch performances can only be <^lled cun- 
ning by thofe whofe want of underilandingi or of 
candour, puts them upon finding ill names for 
great qualities of the mind, which themfelves do 
neither poifeis, nor can form any jufl: conception of. 
However, it mud be allowed, that an obftinate 
lore of fecrecy in this minifler, feems, at diflance, 
to have fome refemblance of cunning; for he is 
not only very retentive of fecrets, but appears to 
l>e fo too, which I number amongft his defe£ts. 
He hath been blamed by his friends, for refufing 
to difcover his intentions, even in thofe points 
irhere the wi&ft man may have need of advice 
2nd aififtance ; and ibme have cenfured him, up* 
on that account, as if he were jealous of power : 
but he hath been heard to afifwer, " That he 
"feldom did otherwife, without caufe to rc- 
'*pcnt.'* 

However, foundiftinguithed a caution cannot, in 
fiiy opinion, be juflifi^d j by which tlie owner lof- 
eih many advantages, and whereof all men, who 
dcferved to be confided in, may, with feme rca- 
fcn, complain. His love of procraftination (where- 
in doubtlefs nature bath her fhare) may probably 
fcc increafed by the fame means ; but this i^ an 
imputation laid upon many other great minifters, 
who, like men under too heavy a load, let fall 
that which is of the leaft conftquence, and go 
back to fetch it when their (houlders are free ; 
fir tine is often gained, as well as loft, by delay, 
vhichj ^t worft» is a fault m the fecurer fide. 
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Neither, probably, is this minifter anfwerable for 
half the climour raifed againft him upon that ar- 
ticle : His endeavours are wholly turned upon the 
general welfare of his country, but perhaps with 
too little regard to that of particular perfons, 
which renders him lefs amiable, than he would 
otherwife have been from the goodnefs of his hu^ 
mour, and agreeable convtrfijtion in a private ca- 
pacity, and with few dependers. Yet fome al- 
lowance may perhaps be given to this failing, 
which is one of the grcateft he hath, fince he can- 
not be more carelefs of other mens fortunes than 
he is of his own. He is matter of a very great 
and faithful memory, which is of mighty ufe in 
the management of public affairs ; and I believe 
there are few examples to be produced in any age, 
of a perfon who hath paffed through fo many 
employments in the ftate, endowed with a great 
ihare both of divine and human learning. 

I am perfuaded that foreigners, as well '^s thofe 
at home, who live too remote from the fcenc of 
bufinefs, to be rightly informed, will not be dif- 
plcafcd with this account of a perfon, who, in the 
fpace of two years, hath been .fo highly inftru- 
mental in changing the face of affairs in Europe^ 
and^iath deferved fo well of his own prince and 
country. 

In that perplexed condition of the public dcbts^ 
which I have already defcribed, this minifter was 
brought into the treafury and exchequer, and hAd 
the chief diredion of affairs. His (irft regulatiflll 
was that of exchequer bills ; which, to the ^fgmx, 

difcouragement 
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'difcouragement of public credit, and fcandal to 
the crown, were three per cent, Icfs in value than 
the fums fpecified in them. The prcfcnt trca- 
furef, being then chancellor of the exchequer, 
procured an aft of parliament, by which the bank 
of England (hould be obliged, in confideration of 
45,000 1. to accept and circulate thofe bills, with- 
out any difcount. He then proceeded to ilop the 
-depredations of thofe who dealt in remittances of 
money to the army, who, by unheard-of exac- 
tions in that Icind of traffic, had amaifed prodi- 
gious wealth at the public coft, to which the Earl 
of Godolph'in had given too much way *, pojjibiy 
by negleB ; for I think he cannot be accujed of cor^ 
ruption. 

But the new treafurer's chief concern was to 
reftore the credit of the nation, by finding fome 
fettlement for unprovided debts, amounting in 
the whole to ten millions, which hung on the 
public as a load equally heavy and difgraceful, 
without any profpcft of being removed, and which 
.former minifters never had the care or courage to 
infped. He rrfolved to go at once to the bot- 
tom of this eittl ; and having computed and fum- 
■mcd up the debt of the navy, and viftualling, ord- 
nance, and tranfport of the army, and tranfport 
debentures made out for the fervicc of the laft 
war, of the general mortgage- tallies for the year 
1 7 TO, and fome other deficiencies, he then found 
out a fund of intereftfufficient to anfwer all this, 
ivhich, being applied to other ufcs, could not 

Vol. Xn. L raifc 
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• raife prefcnt money for the war, but, in a very 
few years, would clear the debt it was engaged 
for. The intermediate accruing intereft was to 
be paid by the trcafurer of the navy ; and, as a 
farther advantage to the creditors, they (hould be 
crefted into a company, for trading to the South* 
feas, and for encouragement of fifhery* When 
all this was fully prepared and digefled, he made 
a motion in the houfe of commons (who deferred 
cictremely to his judgment and abilities) for pay- 
ing the debts of the navy, and otlier unprovided 
deficiencies, without entering into particulars, 
which was immediately voted. But a fudden 

• Hop was put to this affair by an unforefcen acci- 
dent. The Chancellor of the Exchequer (which 
was then his title) being dabbed with a penknife, 
the following day, at the Cockpit, in the midft 
of a dozen lords of the council, by the Sieur de 
Guifcardz French papift; the circumftances of 
which faft being not within the compafs of this 
hiftory, I (hall only obferve, that, after two 
months confinement, and frequent danger of his 
life, he returned to his feat in parliament f- 

The overtures made by this rainifter, of pay- 
ing fo vaft a debt, under the preflures of a long 
war, and the difficulty of finding fupplies for 
continuing it, was, during the time of his ilinefs, 
ridiculed by his enemies as an impra£^icable and 
vifionary projeft : and when, upon his return to 
the houfe, he had explained his propofal, the very 
proprietors of the debt were, many of them, pit- 

vailed 
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▼ailed on to oppofe it ; although the obtaining 
this trade, either through Old Spain, or dire£lly 
to the Spantjb Wtjl-Indies, had been one princi- 
pal end we aimed at by this war. However, the 
bill pafled \ and, as an immediate confequence, 
the naval bills rofe to about twenty per cent, nor 
ever fell within ten of their difcount. Another 
good e§e£k of this work appeared by the parlia- 
mentary lotteries, which have been fince ere£led. 
The hft of that kind, under the former miniftry, 
was eleven weeks in filling ; whereas the firit, 
under the prefent, was filled in a very few hours^ 
although it coft the government lefs s and the o-» 
thers, which followed, were full before the acts 
concerning, them could pafsw And, to prevent 
incumbrances of this kind from growing for the 
future, he took care, by the utmoft parfimony, 
or by fufpending payments, where they feemed 
lefs to prefs, that all (lores for the navy (hould be 
bought with ready money ; by which cent, per cent. 
hath been faved in that mighty article of our ex- 
pence, as will appear from an account taken at 
the vi£luaUing-office on the ninth of Auguft 1712, 
and the payment of the intercft was lefs a burthen 
upon the navy, by the ftores being bought at fo 
cheap a rate. 

It might look invidious to enter into farther 
particulars upon this head, but of fmaller mo- 
ment. What I have above related, m;iy fervc to 
ihew in how ill a condition the kingdom flood, 
with relation to its debts, by the corruption, as 
vdlas negligence, of former management; and 
L X what 
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what prudent, efFeflual mcafures have fincc been 
taken, to provide for old incumbrances, and hin- 
der the running into new. This may be fuflSci- 
cnt for the information of the reader, perhaps al- 
ready tired with a fubjeft h little entertaining as 
that of accounts : I fhall therefore now return to 
relate feme of the principal matters that paffed. 
in parliament during this feffion. 

Upon the eighteenth of Januai-y^ the hotife of 
lords fent down a bill to the commons, for fixing 
the precedence of the Hanover family, which 
probably had been forgot in the afts for fettling 
the fucceflion of the crown. That of Henry VIII. 
"which gives the rank to princes of the blood, car- 
ries it no farther than to nephews, nieces, and 
grand-children of the crown ; by virtue of whi<^b 
the princefs Sophia is a princefs of the blood, as 
:iicce to king Charles I. of England^ and precedes^ 
accordingly ; but this privilege doth not defcend 
to her fon the clctlor, or the cleftoral prince. 
To fupply which dcfcft, and pay a compliment 
to the prefumptive heirs of the crown., this bill^ 
us appeareth by the preamble, was recommended 
by her Majefty to the Houfe of Lords ; which the- 
Commons, to fliew their zeal for every thing 
that might be thought to concern the intereft or 
honour of that iliuftrious family^ ordered to be 
read thrice, and palTed nemine contradicente^ and 
returned to, the Lords, without any amendment^, 
oo the very day it was fent down. 

But the houfe feemed to have nothing more at. 
heart than a ftriO: enquiry intp the (late of the.- 

nationjj. 
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cation, with refpe£l to foreign alliances. Some 
difcourfes had been publifhed in print, about the 
beginning of the feflion, boldly complaining of 
certain articles in the Barrier-treaty concluded 
about three years fmce by the Lord Vifcount 
Town/end^ between Great Britain and the States.- 
General ; and (hewing, in many particulars, the 
unequal condu£l of thefe powers in our alliance, 
in furnifhing their quotas and fupplies. It was 
aiTerted by the fame writers, " That thefe hard-^ 
*< fhips, put upon England, had been countenan-- 
" ced and encouraged by a party here at home, in 
" order to prcferve their power, which could be 
^' no otherwife maintained than by continuing 
" the war, as well as by her Majefty*8 general a- 
" broad, upon account of his own peculiar inte- 
'< reft and grandeur." Thefe loud accufation» 
fpreading themfelTes throughout the kingdom, 
delivered in fa£ls dire£tly charged, and thought, 
whether true or not, to be but weakly confuted, 
had fufficiently prepared the minds of the people » 
and, by putting arguments into every body'a 
mouth, had filled the town and country with con-' 
troverGes, both in writing and difcourfe.- The 
point appeared to be of great confequence, whe- 
ther the war continued or not : for, itr the former 
cafe, it was neceflary that the Allies fhould be 
brought to a more equal regulation ; and that the 
States in particular, for whom her Majcfty had 
done fuch great things, fliould explain and.cor- 
icft thofe articles in the barrier-treaty which were 
prejudicial to Britain; and, in either cafe,-k wa» 
L 3 fir 
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fit the people fliould have at lead the fatisfadirbir 
of knowing by whofe counfels, and for what de- 
C'gns, they had been fo hardly treated. 

In order to this great enquiry, the barrier-trea* 
ty, with all other treaties and agreements, enter- 
ed into between her Majefty and her Allies, du- 
ring the prefent war, for the raifing and aug- 
menting the proportions for the fervice thereof^ 
were, by the Queen*s dircdtions,^ laid before the 
houfe. 

Several refolutions were drawn up, and rjcport- 
ed at different times, upon the deficiencies of the 
Allies in furnifliing their quotas,, upon certain- 
articles in the barrier-treaty, and upon the ftatc 
of the war; by all which it appeared, that what* 
ever had been charged, by public difcourfes in- 
print, againil the late miniftry, and the condu^- 
of the Allies, was much Icfs than the truth^- 
Upon thefe refolutions (by one of which the Lord 
Vifcount Town/bendy who . negociated and figned 
the barrier-treaty, was declared an enemy to the 
Queen and kingdom,) and upon fome farther di- 
Te£iions to the committee, a reprefentation wa8> 
formed ; and foon after the Commons^ in a body,, 
prefented it to the Queen, the endeavours of the 
ad verfe party not prevailing to have it recommitted*. 

This reprefentation (fuppofed to be the work o£ 
Sir Thomms Hcmmer^s pen) is written with much, 
energy and fpirit,. and will be a very ufeful 
authentic record, for the affiftance of thofe who- 
at any time (hall undertake to write the hiftory 
of the prefent times. 

tdid: 
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I did intend, for brevity's fake, to hare given* 
the reader only an abftnaflT of it ; but, upon trial,, 
found myfelf unequal to fuch a talk, without in- 
juring fo excellent a piece : and, although I thint 
hiftorical relations are but ill patched up with 
long tranfcrxpts already printed, which, upon that 
account, I have hitherto avoided ; yet,' this being 
the fum of all debates and refolutions of the 
Houfe of Commons, in that great affair of the 
war, I conceived it could not be well omitted. 

" Mod gracious Sovereign> 

" We your Majefty*s moft dutiful and loyat 

" (iibje£is, the Commons of Great^Briiain in par- 

. " Hament afiembled, having nothing fo much at 

*' heart as to enable your Majefty to bfing this 

*^long and expenfive war to an honourable and 

"happy conclufion, have taken it into our moft 

"feriuus confideration,^ how the neceflary fup-^ 

'* plies to be provided by us may be beft applied, 

'^ and how the common eaufe may in the moft 

*^ effe&ual manner be carried on, by the united 

** farce of the whole confederacy: we have 

** thought ourfelves obliged, in duty to your Ma- 

" jefty, and in difcharge of the truft repofed in 

" us, to inquire into the true ftate of the war, in 

'^ all its pac^s : we have examined what ftipula- 

"• tions have been entered into between your Ma- 

<^ jefty and your allies, and how far fuch en- 

**• gagements have on each fide been made good : 

•«^ we have confidered the different intcrefts- 

^ which the confederates have io the fuccefis of 

"thift 
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*' this war, and the different fliares they hare 
" contributed to its fupport : we have, with our : 
*^ utmoft care and diligence, endeavoured to dif- 
<<- cover the nature, extent, and charge of it, to 
*' the end, that, by comparing the weight there-' 
** of with our own (Irength, we might adapt the 
** one to the other in fuch meafure, as neither to 
^' continue your Majefty's fubje^ls .under a hea* 
** vier burthen, than in reafon and juftiop they 
*^ ought to bear} nor deceive your.Majefty, your 
** allies, and ourfelves, by undertaking more than 
'^ the nation, in its prefent circumftances, is able 
•' to perform. 

<^ Tour Majefty has been gracloufiy- pleafed^ 
** upon our humble applications^ to order fucb 
'^ materials to be laid before us, as have furniih- 
*^ ed us with the neceffary information upon the 
*^ particulars we have inquired into ; and, when 
'^ v^e (hall have laid before your Majefty our ob^ 
'* fervations, and humble advice upon this fuV 
*^je£l, wepromife toourfelvefr this happy fniit' 
<* from it, that if your Majcft/s generous and 
"good purpofes, for the procuring a fafe and 
'* lafting peace, (hould, through the obftinacy of 
•* the enemy, or by any other means, be unhap* 
" pily defeated, a true knowledge and underftand- 
*• ing of the paft conduA of the war, will be the 
'< heft foundation for a more frngi^ and equal' 
•^ management of it for the time to come. 

•* In order to take the more perfedl view of what 
*« we have propofed, and that we might be able 
5* to fct the whok before your Majefty in a true 

•* light. 
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^ light, wc have thought it neccflary to go back • 
' to the beginning of the war, and beg leave to 
^ obfervc the motives and reafons upon which 
* his htc Majefty King JVilliam firft engaged in 
'^ k. The treaty of the grand alliance explains 
" thofc reafons to be, for the fupporting the pre- 
" tenfions of his Imperial Majefty, then actually 
" engaged in a war with the French King, who 
" had ufurped the entire Spatiijh monarchy for 
" his grandfon the Duke of Anjou ; and for the 
^'^aflSfting the States- General, who, by the lofs 
*!.of their barrier againft France, were then in 
** the fame, or a more dangerous condition, than 
" if they were actually invaded. As thefe were 
*'the juft and neceflary motives for undertaking 
"this war, fo the ends propofed to be obtained 
*^by it, were equally wife and honourable ; for, 
" as they are fet forth in the eighth article of 
" the fame treaty, they appear to have been, t/:e 
^^ procuring an equitable and reafonable fatisfaBion 
*^ to his Imperial Majefty y and fufficient fecurities 
^^ for the dominions y provinces y navigation, and com^ 
" merce of the King :of Great-Britain, and the 
'^ StateS'-Generaly and the making effeBual provifton, 
" that the tivo kingdoms of ¥rzncc and S^zin ^ould 
•' never be united wider the fame government ; and 
** particularly, that the French fhould never get 
'^ iato the poffeffion \)f the Spanift) JFefl^Indies, or 
'* be permitted to fail thither^ upon the account of 
'* traffic, er under any pretence whatfoevcr : 
•'- and laftly, the fecuring to the fubjefts of the^ 
'^ King of Great- Britain, and the States- General, 

«'ali 
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" all the fame privileges, and rights of commerce^ 
'' throughout the whole dominions of Spain ^ 
** as they enjoyed before the death of Charles the 
*^ Second, King of Spain^ by virtue of any treaty, 
** agreement, or cuftom, or any other way v^hat^ 
** foever. For the obtaining thefe ends, the 
** three confederated powers engaged to affift one 
*^ another with their whole force, according to 
•* fuch proportions as fliould be fpccified in a 
^^ particular convention, afterwards to be made 
*' for that purpofe : we do not find that any 
•' fuch convention was ever ratified ; but it ap-* 
^^ pears, that there was an agreement concluded, 
*^ which, by common confent, was underftood to 
'^ be binding upon each party refpedively ; and 
** according to which, the proportions of Great' 
** Britain were from the beginning regulated and 
** founded. The terms of that agreement werCj^ 
*^ that, for the fervice at land, his Imperial Ma- 
" jefty (hould furnifti ninety thoufand men, the 
" King of GreaUBriiain forty thoofand, and the 
** States-General one hundred and two thoufand ; 
" of which there were forty-two thoufand intended 
*^ to fupply their garrifbns, and fixty thoufand to 
^* z(X againft the common enemy in the field i 
•*. and with regard to the operations of the war 
•* at fea, they were agreed to be performed joint- 
" ly by Great-Britain and the States-General \ 
«• the quota of (hips to be furniflied for that fcr- 
*'. vice being five-eighths on the part of Great* 
•* Britai/tf and three-eighths on the part of the 
•^ States-General. 

•^ Upon 
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*^ Upon this foot, the war began in the year 

" 1702; at which time, the whole yearly ex- 

" pence of it to England amounted to three mil- 

" lions feven hundred andi&K thoufand four hun- 

" dred ninety-four pounds \ a very great charge, 

" as it was then thought by your Majeftjr's fub- 

^* jefts, after the fhort interval of cafe they had 

" enjoyed from the burthen of the former war, 

" but yet a very moderate proportion, in compa- 

" rifon with the load which hath fince been laid 

" upon them : for it appears, by eftimates given 

" in to your commons, that the fums neceffary to 

" carry on the fcrvice for this prefent year, in 

** the fame maner as it was performed the lad 

'* year, amount to more than {\% millions nine 

" hundred and fixty thoufand pounds, befides in- 

** tcrcft for the public debts, and the deficiencies 

" accruing the laft year ; which two articles re- 

" quire one million one hundred and forty-three 

" thoufand pounds more : fo that the whole de- 

" mands upon your Commons are arifen to more 

" than eight millions for the prefent annual fup- 

" ply. We know your Majeity's tender regard for 

" the welfare of your people, will make it uneafy 

" to you to hear of fo great a prcffure as this upon 

** them ; and as we are aflured, it will fully con- 

*' vince your Majefty of the neceflity of our pre- 

*' fent inquiry 5 fo we beg leave to reprefent to 

•* you, from what caufes, and by what fteps, this 

•• immenfe charge appears to have grown upon us. 

•• The fervice at fea, as it has been very large 

** and extenfive in itfclf, fo it has been carried 
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*' on, through the whole courfe of the war, in s 
** manner highly difadvantageous to your Majefty 
^* and your kingdojn : for, the neceffity of affairs 
" requiring that gwnt fleets ihould be fitted oat 
*^ every year, as well for the maintaining a fupe- 

. ** riority in the Mediterranean, as for oppoOng 
\** any force which the enemy might prepare, d- 
'* ther at Dunkirk, or in the ports of TFe/^ France, 
" your Majefty's example and readinefs, in fit- 
** ting out your proportion of fhips, for all parts 
** of that fervice, have been fo far fiom prevail- 
^* ing with the States- General to keep pace with 
** you, that they have been deficient every year 
" to a great degree, in proportion to what your 
** Majefty hath furniflied ; fometimes no lefs 
" than two-thirds, and generally more than half 
** of their quota : from hence, your Majefty has 
** been obliged, for the preventing difappoint- 
*^ ments in the moft preffing fervice, to fupply 

. *^ thofe deficiencies by additional reinforcements 
" of your own fiiips ; nor hath the fingle in- 
** creafe of fuch a charge been the only ill confe- 
" quence that attended it ; for, by this means, 
** the debt of the navy hath been enhanced, fo 
" that the difcounts arifing upon the credit of it 
" haveaffefked all other parts of the fervice, 
** froih the fame caufe. Your Majefty's (hips of 
** war have been forced in greater numbers to 
^* continue in remote feas, and at urifeafonahlc 
" times of the year, to the great damage and 
** decay of the Briti/b navy. This alfo hath been 
*^ the occafion that your Majefty h^th been ftrait- 

«' cncd 
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•* ened in your convoys for trade ; your coafti 
** have been expofed, for want of. a fuflficient 
*^ number of cruizcrs to guard them ; and you 
" have been difabled.from annoying the enemy, 
^ in their mod beneficial commerce with the 
•* Wefi^Indies^ from whence ihey received thofe 
" vaft fupplies of treafure, without which, they 
** could not have fupported the expences of this 
" war. 

" That part of the war which hath been car- 
•* ried on in Flanders^ was at firfl immediately 
" neccflary to the fecurity of the States-General, 
** and hath firifce brought them great acquifitions, 
" both of revenue and dominion ; yet even there, 
" the original proportions have been departed 
" from, and, during the courfe of the war, have 
•^ been finking, by degrees, on the part of Hol^ 
^^land: fo th^t, in this lad year, wc find the 
" number in which they fell (liort of their three- 
" fifths, to your Majefly's two-fifths, have been 
" twenty thoufand eight hundred and thirty- 
" feven men* We are not unmindful, that in 
" the year 1703, a treaty was made between the 
** two nations, for a joint augmentation of twen- 
•* ty thooiand men, wherein the proportions were 
*• varied, and England confented to take half up- 
^ on itfelf. But it having been annexed as an 
^* exprefs condition to the grant of the faid aug- 
•* mentation in parliament, that the States-Ge- 
** neral fhould prohibit all trade and commerce 
^^ yfX'Ai France ; and that condition having not 
*' been, p^rfonmed by thein, the Commons think it 
•Vol, XII. M " rcaioftablci 
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*/ reafonable, that the firft rule, of thr^cto twOf 
** ought to have takch place again, as well in that, 
*^ as in other fubfequent augmentations ; more e- 
** fpecially when they confider, that the revenues 
<^ of thofe rich provinces which have been con»« 
** quered, would, if they were duly applied, 
^^ maintain a great number of new additional 
•^ forces againft the common enemy ; notwith* 
** (landing which, the States-General have raifed 
" none upon that account, but make ufe^of thofe 
** frefh fupplies of money, only to eafc then>fe]v€8 
** in the charge of their firft eftablifbcd quota. 

** As in the progrefs of the war in Flaniersy % 
^ ** difproportion was foon created to the; prejudice 
•^ of England ; fo the very beginning of the war 
^* in Portugal brought^an unequal (hare of.bur* 
•* den upon us \ for although the Emperor and 
*^ and the States- General were equally parties 
*^ with your Majefty in the treaty with the king 
" of Portugal^ yet the emperor neither furniihing 
'/. his third part of the troops and fubfidies ft4pulat« 
** ed for, nor the Dutch confetiting to take an c- 
** qual (hare of his Imperial Majefty's defeS upon 
" themfelves, your Majefty hath been obligerito 
*' furnifli two thirds of the entire expence created 
** by that fervice. Nor has the inequality flop- 
•^ ped there ; for ever fince the year 1706, when 
<* the Englijh and Dutch, forces marched out' of 
*^ Portugal into Cqflilef the States- General have 
** entirely abandoned the war in Portugal^ and 
" left your Majefty to profeciite it fingly at. your 
*' own cbarge^ which you have a^pordio^y donti 

W'by 
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^ by replacing a greater number of troops there, 
" than even at firft you took upon you to provide- 
** At the fame time, your Majeft/s generous en- 
•* deavoiirs for the fupport and defence of thfe 
•* King df PortHgaly have been but ill feconded by 
♦* that Prince bimfelf ; for notwith (landing that 
*' by his treaty he had obliged himfelf to furnifti 
'* twelve thoufand foot, and three thoufand horfe, 
•* upon his own accbuftt, befides dcven thoufand 
" foot, and two thoufand horfe more, in confide- 
•' ration of a fubfidy paid him ; yet, according to 
^' tile beft information your. commons can pro- 
** cure, it appear^, that he hath fcarce at any time 
** fun)i(hed thirteen thoufand men in the whole. 
** In Spain the war hath been yet more une- 
^ qual and biirthenfome to your Majefty, than in 
** any other branch of it ; for being conMnenced 
** without any treaty whatfoever, the allies have 
" almoft whoHy declined taking any part of it 
*• upM themfelves. A fmall body of Englijb and. 
** Dutch troops wcfe fcnt thither in the year 1705, 
*< not as being thought fufEcient to fupport a re- 
** g;ular war, Or to make the conqueft of fo large . 
** a oountry 5 but with a vievf only of affifting the 
•* Spaniards to fet Iting Charhs upon ihe throne; 
*< occiifioned by the great affurances which were 
** given of their inclinations to the houfe of Au'^ 
^Jtria : but this etpe£lation failing, England wa!9 
*' infenfibly drawn into an eftabliftied war, undi^ 
** all the difiiidvaAtages of the diftance of the place, 
^ and tbt feeble efforts of the other allies. Thb 
;^ accoupt we have to lay before your Majcfty, 
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*< upon this headj is, that although the uncfer* 
V taking was entered upon at the particular and 
'< earneft requeft of the imperial courts and for a 
•* caufc of no lefs importance and concern to 
•* them, than the reducing the Spanijb monarchy 
** to the houfe of Aujlria ; yet neither the late 
•' emperors, nor his prefent imperial Majcfty, 
** have ever had any forces thereon their account, 
'^ till the lail year ; and then, only one regiment 
** of foot, confiding of two thoufand men. 
** Though the States- General have contributed 
** fomething more to this fervice, yet their (hare 
** alfo hath been inconfiderable ; for in the fpace 
** of four years, from 1705 to 1708, both indu- 
*^ five, all the forces they have fent into that 
*« country have not exceeded twelve thoufand two 
*« hundred men j and from the year 1708 to this 
*' time, they have not fent any forces or recruits 
** whatfoever. To your Majefty's care and charge, 
*' the recovery of that kingdom hath been in a 
^* manner wholly left, aisif none elfe were intereft- 
** ed or concerned in it. And the forces \f bich your 
*' Majefty hath fent into ^pain^ in the fpaqe of 
•^ feven years, from 1705 to 1711, J)oth inclu- 
** five, have an\ounted to no Icfs than fifty-fcven 
** thoufand nine hundred and feventy- three men, 
'^ befides thirteen battalions and eight fquadron^^ 
** for which your Majefty hath paid a fubfidy to 
^. the Emperor/* • - 

" How great the eftabliflied expence of 9^ tfuob- 
** bcr of men hath been, your Majefty very well 
^^ knowsi and youf commons very feniikly fcelf 
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^^ but the Weight will be found much greater, 
^< when it i^ conGdered how many heavy articles 
*< of unufual atld extraordinary ch'arge have ao- 
** tended ibis remote and difficult fcrvice, aH 
*' which have been entirely defrayed by your Ma>- 
'< jefty, except < that one of tranfporting the few 
^ forces, which were fent by the Statcs^Oeneral^ 
*' and the vi&ualliRg.of them, during their tranf!- 
** portfttion only.i The account delivered to 
*^ your commons IhSw, that the charge of year 
** Majefty's Ibips and veflelsi employed in the 
*• fervice of the war in Spain and Portugal^ rec^ 
^ koncd aifter the rate of four pounds a man pet 
<< month, from the time they^ (ailed, from hence, 
<< till they i^nmed* tvere lofi,.^r put upon other 
<^ fervices^ hath amounted to fix millions five 
<< hundr^ forty^ thouiaod nine htindred and fixtyxi 
^< fix pounds- fouftem (hillings : the charge of 
«< cranfports on the ptirt of. QreauBritain^ , lot 
<^ carrying oa the war in &pa%n and . Pcrtugaf^ 
** from:the begiomng of it. till this tine, hath a 
^ irioynted to.onei»iUio^ three hundred .thirty^ 
*< fix thou(and feven hundred and nineteen pouficftf 
*^ ntneteeiifihittings and eleiAen pence s that of 
«^ Ti&iHilling kdid-lorces for the fame feivice, td , 
«* five htuKtrtd eigh^^thfce thoufand feven hun-* 
<« dred.Md feventy. potiAds ei^ht (hilHngs atiil 
«<fixpence^ axkl fhM of Oontfftg^AcieS^ ti9Aitih€t 
<^ cxcra«rftinaries for the fame f^irvice, to one' 
<• million eight himdred forty tbOufand threei: 
^btufdred and fifty-three pouAdd. 
- Jf'Wx.Aort^ltake Notice to yoto M^yofr 
M^a; "fcycraU 
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** feveral Aims paid upon account of contingcn- 
•* cies, and cxtraordinaries in Flanders^ making 
•* together the Aim of one million one hun- 
" dred. feven thoufand and ninety-fix pounds : 
** but we are not able to make any comparifon of 
** them, with what the States- General have ex- 
•* pendcd upon the fame head, having no fuch 
** (late of their extraordinary charge before us. 
•* There remains therefore but one particular 
** more for your Majefty's obfervation, which a- 
** rifes from the fubfidics paid to foreign princes. 
*f Thefe,at the beginning of the war, werebornCt 
^< in equal proportion, by your Majcfty and the 
^< States-General ; but in this inftance alfo; the 
** balance hath been caft in prejudice of, your 
** Majefty : for it appears that your Majefty hath 
*' {mce advanced more than your equal propor- 
** tiouj three millions one hundred and fifty-five 
^< thoufand crowns, befides extraordinaries paid 
^' in Italyj and not included in any of the forego- 
^< ing articles, which arife to five hundred thirty- 
*^ nine thoufand five hundred and fifty-three 
«* pounds. 

** We have laid thefc feveral particulars before 
•' your Majefty in the Aiorteft manner we have 
^' been able \ and by an eftimate grounded .on 
<* the preceding fa£is^ it doth appear,, that over 
^* and above the quotas on the part K>iGreat^Bri^ 
" tairiy anfwcring to thofc cotitributed by your tl- 
" lies, more than nineteen millions have been 
«* expended by your Majefty, during the courfe 
;^ of this war, by way of furplufagCj or .exceed* 

I! ing 
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'* ing in balaficc, of which none of the confedc- 
" rates have furaiftied any thing whsttfoever. 

** It is with very great concern, that we find fo 
*' much occafion given us, to reprefent how ill an 
" ufe hath been made of your Majefty's and your 
** fubje£ls zeal for the common caufe ; that the 
** intereft of that caufe hath not been proportion- 
^* ably promoted by it, but others only have been, 
" eafed at your Majefty's and your fubjeSs cofti 
** and* have been connived at, in laying their part 
•* of the burden upon this kingdom, although 
'^ they have upon all accounts been equally, and, 
*« in raoft rcfpcfls, much more nearly concerned 
f* than Britain in the ifluc of the war. We are 
<< perfaaded your Majefly will think it pardonable 
^< in us, with fome refentment to complain of the 
" little regard, which fome of thofe, whom your 
** Majefty of late years entruftcd, have fliewn to 
" the interefts of their country, in giving way, 
<< at leaft, to fuch unreafonable impofitions upon 
f« it, if. not in fome meafure- contriving them. 
** The courfc of which impofitions hath been fo 
<< fingular and extraordinary, that the more the 
<« wealth of this nation hath been exhaufled, and 
^* the more your Majefty's arms have been attend- 
<^ ed . with iiiccefs, the heavier hath been the 
^ burthen laid upon us i whilft, on the other hand, 
" the more vigorous your Majefty's efForts have 
** been, and the greater the advantages which 
*•* bav^ redounded thence to your allies, the more' 
*^ thofe allies have abated in their fhare of the 
I! cxpc&ce. 
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. ** At the firft entrance into -this war, the com*' 
" mons were induced to exeft themfelvcs in th« 
•* extraordinary manner they did, and to grant 
^ fuch large fiipplies, as had been unknown tC 
** former ages, in hopes thereby to prevent tht 
•* mifchiefs of a lingering war, and to bring that, 
5* in which they were neceffarily engaged, to a 
" fpccdycorid ufion ; but they have been Tery unhap- 
•* py in the event, whilft they haVefo much reafoA 
<^ to fufpe^ that what was intendod to fhorten 
** the war, hath proved the very caufe of its long 
** continuance ; for thofe to whom the profits of 
** it have accrued, have not been difpofed eafily 
^ to forego them. And your Majefty will from 
•< thence difcern t/je true reafon^ wbyfo mutny iavi 
^ delighted in a nvar^ nuhich brought in fi rich aH 
•* harveft yearly from Great Britain* 

" We are far from defiring, as we know youf 
*^ Majeily will be from concluding any peace^ 
^ but upon fafe and honourable terms ; and we 
*< are far from intending to excufe ourfdves from 
^ raifing all neceflarf and poffible fuppiies for all' 
^ efltrdual profecution of the wsu-, till fuch a 
^ peace can l>e obtained : alLthat your iaitbful 
<< commons aim at, all that they wifh, iS' an c<^ 
^ qual concurrence from, the odier powers, en^^ 
'^ gaged in alliance with your Majefty ; aada.}mft 
^ application of what hath been already gmetf" 
^ from the enemy^ towards promoting the ooaii' 
•* moil caufe. Several large countries andrtertS^ 
^ tories have been reftorcd to the houfe of Ail^ 
^Jtria^ fuch as the kingdom of -Niif/f/, the dutdif: 
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" of Milatif and other places in Ita/y ; others 
^^ have been conquered, and added to their domi- 
«* nions, as the two ele£torates of Bavana and 
" Cohgfiy the dutchy of Mantua, and the bifhopric 
*^ of Liege; thefe, having been reduced in great 
" meafure by our blood and treafurc, may, we 
*' hunobly conceive, with great reafon, be claimed 
^' to come in aid towards carrying on the war in 
*^ Spain. And therefore we make it our earned 
" requeft to your Majefty, that you will give in- 
^^ ftru<Eiions to your minifters, to infift with the 
** Emperor, that the revenues of thofe feveral 
*^ places, excepting only fuch a portion thereof 
*' as is neceflary for their defence, be a£lually fo 
" applied ; and as to the other parts of the war^ 
." to which your Majefty hath obliged yourfclf by 
" particular treaties to contribute, we humbly 
^* befcech your Majefty, that you will be pleafed 
*^ to take effefkual care, that your allies do per- 

V form their- parts ftipulated by thofe treaties ; 
*^ and that your Majefty will, for the future, no 
5* other wife furnifli troops, or pay fubfldies, than 
^ in proportion to what your allies ftiall aflually 
''furnifh and pay : when this juftice is done to 

V your Majefty, and to your people, there is no- 
i* thing which your commons will not chearfully 
^'gra^t, towards fupporting your Majefty in the 
V.caufe in which you are engaged. And wb'at<* 
" ever farther fliall appear to be neceflary for 
'* carrying jon the war, either at fea or land, we 
"will efteSuaJly enable your Majefty to bear 
f^ your reafonable fliarc of any fucb expcnce, and 

'' will 
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<< will fpare no fupplies ivhich your fubjef^ ; 
M able, with tbeir utmoft eiforts, to affbnd. 

*^ After having enquired into, and confide 
•* the ftate of the war, in which the part y( 
^' Majelly has borne^ appears to Have been, i 
** only fnperior to that of any one aily, but ci 
^ equal to that of the whole confederacy (-y 
^< commons naturally indioed to hope, that tl 
^< fltould find, care had been tak«i of feoiir 
^< fome particular advantages to Brkaiitf in 
^' terms of a future peace ; fuch as might aff 
*^ a profpeQ: of making the nation amends, 
^^ time^ for that immenfe treafi^re ^bicfa 
** been expended^ and thofe heavy debts wh 
'< have been contxafbed^ in the courfe of fo I 
^ and burthenfixne a war. This r^ibiiable 
*f pedtation could no way have been better 
** fwered, than by feme provi£on made for 
'* further fccurity, and the great improvemen' 
** the commerce of Gr^at^ritain s but we i 
^' ourfidves fo very far difs^potnted in thefe ko| 
^< that in. a treaty votfamg' fince concludeii 
<< tween your Majefty and the State«-.Oeti€ 
^* under a colour of mutual guarantee, given 
<^ two points of the greate(i importance to I 
<< nations, the fucteffion) and the bar-ricf i it 
^* peais, the intereft -of Gr^at- Britain hath I 
<* not only neglected, but facrificed ; and thai 
** veral articles in the faid treaty, are deft^ 
*' to the trade and welfare of this kingdom, 
^^ therefore highly difhonourable to your Maj< 

^ Tour commons obferve^ in the firft pi; 
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*' that fcveral towns and places arc, by virtue of 

** this treaty, to be pot into the hands of the 

" State»-General, particularly Newport j Dender^^ 

*^ motid^ and the caftle of Ghent ^ which can in no 

*' fenfe be looked upon as a part of a barrier a- 

** gainft i<rflw^, but, being:, the keys of the iV>-. 

** therlands towards Britain^ muft make the trade 

" of your Majefty's fubjcfts in thofe parts prcca- 

" rious, and, whenever the States think fit, totally 

** exclude them from it. The pretended ncceffity 

*' of putting thefe places into the hands of the 

" States-General^ in order to fecure to them a 

'^ comneiunication with their barrier, muft ap- 

" pear vain and groundlcfs ; for the fovcreignty 

^* of the Low Countries being not to remain to 

^' an enemy, but to a friend and an ally, that 

^* communication m'ufl be always fecure and un- 

" interrupted ; befides that, in cafe of a rupture, 

*' or an attack, the ftatcs have full liberty allow- 

" ed them to take poiTefTion of all t^ic Spanijb Ne^ 

" therlandSf and therefore' needed no particular 

" ftipulation for the towns above-mentioned. 

** Having taken notice of this concefSon made 
^^ to the States-General for feizing upon the 
" whole ten provinces, we cannot but obferve to 

("your Majefty, that in the manner this article is 
" frtiped^ it is another dangerous circuroftance 
"which attends this treaty, for had fuch a pro- 
fit " vifion been confined to the care of an apparent 
jt " attack fWrni France only, the avowed defign of 
'. « " this treaty had been fulfilled, and your Ma- 
, * ^ jeftyf^ inftrii^iionsL to your ambafiad^r had 
lil f " bcciv 



cc 
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*>becn purfucd: but this ncccflary rcftrid: 
** hath been omitted} and the fame liberty 
" granted to the States, to take pofleffion of 
" the Netherlands^ whenever they fhall th 
** themfelves attacked by any other neighbour 
'^nation, as when they (hall be in .danger fr 
** France ; fo that if it fhould at any time h 
pen (which your commons are very unwill 
to fuppofe) that they fhould quarrel, even \i 
** your Majefty, the riches, ftrength, and adv 
** tageous fituation of thefe countries, may 
" made ufe of againft yourfclf, without wl 
'^ generous and powerful affiftanoe they had' 
** ver been conquered* 

** Te return to thofe ill confequences which 
** late to the trade of your kingdoms, we 
*^ leave to obferve to your Majefty, that thoi 
** this treaty revives, and renders your Majed 
** party to the fourteenth and fifteenth .article 
*^ the treaty of Mufifter^ by virtue of which, 
<^ impofitions upon all goods and merchandi 
*^ brought into the Spanijh low countries by 
'^ fea, are to equal thofe laid on goods 
** merchandizes imported by the Scheldt and 
** canals of 8afs and Swynn^ and other moi 
*< of the fea adjoining; yet no care is takei 
*^ preferve that equality upon the exportartion 
" thofe goods out of. the Spanijb provinces, i 
" thofe countries and places, which j- by virtu* 
" this treaty, are to be in poffcffion of the Stai 
" the confequ«nce of which muft in time 
[^ and your commons are informed^ that, in ft 

<« inftan< 
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^* inftances, it has already proved to be the cafe, 
•< that the impoGtions upon goods carried into 
** thofe countries and places, by the fubjefts of 
*' the States-General, will be taken off, while 
*^ thofe upon the goods imported by your Ma- 
•* jefly's fubje£ls, remain : by which means, 
** Great' Britain wiH entirely lofc this moft Ikhc- 
*• ficial branch of trade, which it has in all ages 
** been poflefied of, even from the time whcit 
*** thofe countries were jgoverned by the houfe of 
** Burgundy f one of the moft ancient, as w-ell as* 
•* the moft ufeful allies to the crown of England. 
" With regard to the other dominions and 
** territories of Spain^ your Majefty's fubjefts Inve 
** always been diftinguifbed in their commerce 
'** with them, and both by ancient treaties, and 
•** an uninterrupted cuftom, have enjoyed greater 
*^ privileges and immunities of trade, than either 
'•* the HoUandevsy or any other nation whatfoe^x^. 
** And that wife and excellent treaty of the 
** grand alliance, provides effeftually for the fe- 
** curity and continuance of thefe valuable privi- 
*' leges to Britain y in fuch a manner, as that each 
*< nation might be left, at the end of the war, up- 
** on the fame foot as it ftood at the commence- 
•*. ment of it: but this treaty we now complain 
" of, inftead of confirming your fubjefts rights, 
^* furrenders and deftroys them : for although by 
** the fixteenth and feventeeth articlea of the 
"** treaty of Munjler^ made between his Catholic 
*• Majefty and the States General, all advantages 
^ of trade arc ftipi4ated for, and granted to the 
Vol. XII. N [' H^ri/anders^ 
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** HollanderSi equal to what the Engltpj enjoyecl 

** yet the crown of England not being a party t 

** that treaty^ the fubjedls of England have ney< 

'* fubmitted to thofe articles of it, nor even th 

«* Spaniards themfelves ever obferved them ; bi 

** this treaty revives thofe articles in prejudice c 

** GreaUBritainy and makes your Majcfty a part 

•* to them, and even a guarantee to the States 

«* General, for privileges again ft your own peoph 

" In how deliberate and extraordinary a man 

'* ner your Majcfty's ambafTador confented to dc 

" prive your fubjefts'of their ancient rights, an 

" your Majefty of the power of procuring to thcr 

*• any new advantage, moft evidently appears fror 

** his own letters, which, by your Majefty*s direc 

" tions, have been laid before your Commons 

** for when matters of advantage to your Majefty 

** and to your kingdom, had been offered, as pro 

** per to be made parts of this treaty, they.wcr 

<* refufed to be admitted by the States-General 

*^ upon this reafon and principle, that nothin] 

^* foreign to the guarantees of the fucceflion, an< 

" of the barrier, fhould be mingled with them 

** notwithftanding which, the States- Genera 

•* had no fooner received notice of a treaty o 

*^ commerce concluded between your Majefty an( 

** and the prefent Emperor, but they departec 

*^ from the rule propofed before, and infifted op 

" on the article ofwhich your commons now com 

** plain J which article your Majefty's ambaflada 

** allowed of, although equally foreign to thefuc 

^' cei&on or the barricri and altt^ugh he had for tha 

*• rcafor 
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•^ reafon departed from other artidcs, which would 
" have been for the fcrvicc of his own country. 

•* Wc have forborne to trouble your Majefty 
** with general obfervations upon this treaty, as 
'* it relates to and affeds the empire, and other 
** parts o( Europe. The mifchiefs which arife 
** from it to Great- Britain^ are what only we 
*^ have prefumed humbly to reprefent to you, as 
** they are very evident, and very great : and at 
** it appears, that the Lord Vifcount Town/end 
" had not any orders, pr authority, for conclude 
" ing fcveral of thofe articles, which arc mod 
" prejudicial to your Majefty's fubjcds*, wc have 
*^ thought we could do no lefs than declare your 
*^ faid ambaflador, who negociated and figned, and 
*' all others who advifed the ratifying of this treaty, 
** enemies to your Majefty and your kingdom. 

*^ Upon thefe faithful informations, and ad- 
** vices from your Commons, we afliire ourfclvcs 
** your Majefly, in your great goodncfs to your 
•• people, will refcue them from thofe evils, which 
** the private counfels of ill defigning men have 
** expofed them to 5 and that in your great wif- 
*< dom you will find fome means for the explain- 
** ing and amending the feveral articles of this 
•* treaty, fo aa that they may confift with the in- 
'* t^reft of Great-Britain, and with real and laft- 
" ing friendOiip between your Majefly and the 
^« Statcs-General." 

Between the reprefcntation and the firfl: debates 

u'pon the fubjc£t of it, feveral weeks had pafled ; 

4lttriDg wbicb time the parliament had (JRier mat- 

Hz ters 
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tcrs likewife before them, that deferve to be men- 
tioned- For on the ninth of February was repeal- 
ed the aft for naturalizing foreign protcftants^ 
which had been pafTed. under the laft miniftry^ 
and, as many people thought, to very HI purpofes. 
By this aft any foreigner who would take the 
oaths to the government, and profefs himfelf a 
proteftant of whatever denomination, waa imme- 
diately naturalized, and had all the privileges of 
an Engli/h'horn fubjeft, at the expence of a fliir- 
ling. Mod proteftants abroad differ from us in 
the points of church -government ; fo that all tbc 
acquifitions by this aft would incrcafe the num- 
ber of diflcnters ; and therefore the propofal, that 
fuch foreigners (hould be obliged to conform to 
the eftablifhed worihip, was rejefted. But be- 
caufe feveral pcrfons were fond of this projeft, as 
a thing that would be of mighty advantage to the 
kingdom > I lliall fay a few words upon it. 

The maxim, '* That people are the riches of 
" a mition," hath been crudely underftood by 
many writers and reafoners upon that fubjeft. 
There are feveral ways by which people are brought 
into a countryr Sometimes a- nation is invaded 
and fubdued ; ami the conquerors feize the landSj 
and make the natives their under-tenants or fer- 
vants. Colonies have been always planted where 
the natives were driven out or deftroyecf, or the 
land uncultivated and wade. In thofe countries, 
where the lord of the foil is mafter of the labour 
and liberty of his tenants, or of flaves bought by 
ki$. moisfiy,, m^na- riches are reckoned by. the nuip* 
. % . . hot 
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6er of their vaflTals. And fometimes, in govern- 
ments newly inftituted, where there arc not people 
to till; the ground, many laws have been made to 
encourage and allure numbers from the neigh- 
bouring countries. And, in all thefe cafes, the new- 
comers have cither lands allotted them, or are 
ilaves to the proprietors. But to invite helplefs 
families, by thoufands, mto a kingdom inhabited 
like ours, without lands to give them, and where 
the laws will not allow that they (hould be part 
of the property, as fervants, is a wrong applica- 
tion of the maxim, and the fame thing, in great, 
as infants dropped at the doors, which are only a 
burthen and charge to the parifh. The true way 
pf multiplying mankind to public advantage, in 
, fcich a country as Bnglandy is to invite from abroad 
only able handieraftfmen and artificers, or fuch 
who bring over a- fufficient (liare of property to 
fecure them from want ; to ena£b and enforce 
fumptuary laws againft luxury, and all cxcefles in 
tloathing, furniture, and the like ; to encourage 
matrimony, and reward, as the Romans did, thofe 
vrho have a certain number of children. Whe- 
ther bringing over the Palatines were a mere con- 
fequence of this law for a general naturalization ; 
©r whether, as many furmifed, it had fome other 
meaning, it appeared manifeftly, by the iflue, 
that the public was a lofcr by every individual a- 
mong them ; and that a kingdom can no more be 
the richer by fuch an importation, than a man 
can be fatter by a wen, which is unfightly and 
Jroubldbme, at beft, and intercepts that nourifh- 
"■ ' ^3 inent. 
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ment, which would ocherwife diffufe itfdf througR: 
the whole body;. 

About a foiinigbt after, the commone fent up* 
a bill for fccuiing the freedom of parliaments> bf.- 
limiting the number of members in that bou£%^ 
who fliould' be allowed to poflefs employments', 
under the crown. Bills to the fame cffeQt, pro^ 
moted by both parties, had, after making the Kike- 
prdgrefs, been rejefted in former parliaments j[^ 
the court and miniftry,^wh6 will ever bo. againft 
fuch a law, having ufually a. greater influence* 
in the houfe of lords, and fo it happened nowv. 
Although that influence were lefs, I am apt to^ 
think that fuch a. law would be too thorough a re^- 
formation in one point, while we have fo many 
corruptions in the reft 5, and perhaps the regula-f 
tions, already made on that article, are fuflicient, 
by which feveral employments incapacitate a man 
from being chofen a. member,, and all o£them 
bring it to a new elcftion. 

For my own part, when I confider the temper 
of particular perfons, and by what maxims they 
have aftcd (almoft without eitception) ip their 
private capacities, I cannot conceive how fuch a 
bill fhould obtain a maj.ority, unlefs every, man 
cxpefted to be one of the fifty, which, 1 thiiiki 
was the limitation intended. 

About the fame time, likewife, the bouie of 
commons advanced one confidcrable ftep towards 
fecuring us againft farther impofitions from our 
allies, refolving that the additional forces Ihould 
be continued 5 but with a condition^that the Dutc^ 

fllQUlii 
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•fhould make good their proportion of three fifths 
to two iifthlBj which tfaofe confederates had £» 
long, and in fo great degree negleAed. The 
Duke of Marlborough^s dedudion of two and a 
half per cent, from the pay of the foreign troops^ 
was alfo s^plied for carrying on the war. 

Laftlyy within this period is to be included the 
2iBt pafled to. prevent the difturbing thofe of the 
cpifcopad communion in Scotland ^va the txtvcift 
of theif reUgioua worfhip^ and in the ufe of the 
liturgy of the church of England. It is knowA 
enough^ t-bat the moft confiderable of the nobility 
and gentry thece^ as well as great numbers of the 
people^ dread the tyrannical difcipline of thofe 
fynods and prefbyteries \ and at the fame time 
ha?e the utmoft contempt for the abilities and te- 
nets of their teachers*, k wasbefides thought an 
inequality, beyond all appearance of reafon or juft 
tice, that di^fenters of every denomination here^ 
who are the meancft and moft illiterate part a- 
mongil us^fliould poflefs a ^toleration by la\v, un- 
der colour of which they might, upon occafio», 
be b6ld enough to infult the religion eftablifhed^ 
while thofe of the epifcopal church in Scotland 
groaned under ar real perfecution. The only fpc«« 
Qious objedlion againft this bill was, that it fet 
the religion by law, in both parts of the ifland, 
upon a different foot, dircfl-ly contrary to the 
union •, becaufe^by an a£t paffed this very feffiort 
againft occafional conformity, our diffenters were 
fcut out from all employments. A petition from 
f^AT^airs, and. other S^otci profeffors^ againft^thid 

bUl^ 
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bin» was offered tathc houfe, but not accepted 
and a motion made by the other party, toxiecciTC 
claufe^thatihould reflrain allperfons, whphaVean 
office in &:^///wi4 from going to epifcopal meetings 
paiTed in the negative. It is manifeft^ that tb 
promoters of this cliaufe were not moved by an 
regard for Scotland, which is by no means tbei 
favourite at prefcnt; only they hoped» that, , if i 
were made part of a law, it might dccafion ftcl 
a choice of reprefentatives in both houfes, fron 
Scotland, as would be a confiderable (Irengtfa t 
their fadkion here^ But the propofition was ji 
itfelf extremely abfurd, that fo many lords, an*< 
other perfons of di(lin£lion, who have groat em< 
f loyments, pentions, pofis in the army, and othe 
places of profit, many of whom are in frequen 
or conftant attendance at court, and utterly dif 
like their national way of worftiip, (hould be de 
prived of their liberty of confcience at home ; no 
to mention thofc who are fent.thither fromheno 
to t^ke car^ of the revenue, and other afiairs, wh< 
.would ill digeft the changing of their religion fo 
that of Scotland. 

With a farther view of favour towards the cpif 
copal clergy of Scotland, three members of tha 
country were diredied to bring in a bill for refto 
ring the patrons to their ancient rights of prefent 
ing minifters to the vacant churches there, whicl 
the Kirk, during the height of their power, h» 
obtained for themfclves. And, to conclude thi 
fubje£l at once, the Queen, at the clofe of the fef 
£on| coa^manded Mr* Secretary St* Jofm to ae 
^ ^uai&i 
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quaint the houfc, " That, purfuant to their addref^^ 
the profits arifing from the bifhops eftates in Scot- 
land, which remained in the crown, fhould be ap- 
plied to the fupport of fuch of the epifcopal clergy 
there, as would take the oaths to her Majefty.** 

Nothing could more amply juftify the proceed- 
ings of the Queen and her miniflers, for two 
years pad, than that famous reprefentation above 
at large recited 5 the unbiaffed wifdom of the na- 
tion, after the drifted inquiry, confirming thofe 
fadls upon which her Majedy's counfels were 
grounded : and many perfons, who were before 
inclined to believe, that the Allies and the late 
minidry had been too much loaded by the malice, 
mifreprefentations, or ignorance, of writers, were 
now fully convinced of their midake by fo great 
an authority. Upon this occafion I cannot for- 
bear doing judice to Mr. St, John, who had been 
fecretary of war, for feveral years, under the for^ 
mer adminidration, where he had the advantage 
of obferviiig how affairs were managed both at 
home and abroad. He was one of tbofe who 
Iharcd in theprefent treafurer's fortune, refigning 
his employment at the fame time ; and upon that 
minider's being again taken into favour, this 
gentleman was fome time after made fecretary of 
ftatc. There he began afrcfh, by the opportuni- 
ties of his dation, to look into pad mifcarriages ; 
'and, by the force of an extraordinary genius, and 
application to public affairs, joined with an in- 
Vmcible eloquence, laid open the fcene of mifcar- 
tiagcs and corruptions thiough the whole courJfc 

oE 
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of the war, in fo evident a manner, that the 
Houfe of Cpmmons feemed principally direQ:ed. 
in their refolutions, upon this inquiry, by his in- 
formation and advice. In a fliort time after the 
reprefentation waspubliflied, there appeared a me- 
morial in the DuUb Gazette, as by order of the 
States, reflefting very much upon the faid repr^ 
fcntation, as well as the refolutions on which it 
was founded, pretending to deny fome of the 
fa£ts, and extenuate others. This memorial, 
tranflated into EngUJb^ a common writer of news 
had the boldnefs to infert in one of his papers. 
A complaint being made thereof to the Houfe of 
Commons, they voted the pretended memorial to 
be a falfe, fcandalous malicious libel, and order- 
.ed the printer to be taken into cuftody. 

It was the misfortune of the minillers, that 
while they were baited by their profeffed advcr*- 
farics of the difcontented faftion, afting in con* 
federacy with emiffaries of foreign powers, to 
break the meafures her Majefty had taken to* 
wards a peace, they met at the fame time with. 
frequent difficulties from thofe who agreed and 
engaged with them to purfue the fame gener;il 
end ; but fometimes difapproved the methods as. 
too flack and remifs, or, in appearance, now and 
then perhaps a little dubious. In the firft feffion 
of this parliament, a confiderable number of 
gentlemen, all members of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, began to meet by themfelvcs, and confult 
what courfe they ought to (leer in this -new. 
^o.rld. They intended to revive a new countrf-. 

partf 
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^arty m parliament^ which might, as in former 
times, oppofe the court in any proceedings they 
difliked. The whole body was of fuch who pro- 
fefs what is commonly called High-church prin- 
ciples, upon which account they were irrecon- 
cileable enemies to the late miniflry and all its 
adherents. On the other fide, confidering the 
temper of the new men in power, that they were 
perfons who had formerly moved between the 
two extremes, thofe gentlemen, who were impa- 
tient for an entire change, and to fee all their ad- - 
verfaries laid at once as low as the duft, began to 
be apprehenfive that the work would be done by 
halves. But the jun£)ure of affairs at that time, 
both at home and abroad, would by no means 
admit of the lead precipitation, although the 
queen and her firft minifter had been difpofed to 
it, which certainly they were not. Neither did 
the court feem at all uneafy at this league, form- 
ed in appearance againft it, but compofed of ho- 
ncft gentlemen who wi(hed well to their coun- 
try, in which both were entirely agreed, although 
they might differ about the means : or, if fuch a 
fccicty fhould begin to grow refty, nothing was 
tafier than to divide them, and render all their 
^deavours inefFe£tual. 

But HI the courfe of that firft fefEon, many of 
this (bciety became gradually reconciled to the 
ixew miniftry, whom they found to be greater ob- 
jei^s of the common enemy's hatred than them- 
selves \ and the attempt of Guifcardj as it gained 
liutber tune for the -deferring tlvs difpofal of em- 
ployments, 
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ployments, fo it much endeared that perfoo 
the kingdom, who was fo near falling a facr: 
to the fafety^of his country. Upon the laft 
fion of which I am now writing, this OEioher k 
(as it was called) renewed their ufual meeti: 
but were now very much altered from their 
ginal inftitution, and fcemed to have wh 
dropped the defign, as of no further ufe. 1 
faw a point carried in the Houfe of Lords aga 
the court, that would end in the ruin of 
kingdom ; and they obferved the enemy^s wl 
artillery direftly levelled at the treafur,er*s hi 
In (hort, th€ majority of the club had fo good 
undcrftanding with the great men at court, 
two of the latter, to (hew to the world how f; 
correfpond.ence there was between the court 
country-party, confented to be at one oft 
dinners i but this intercourfe had an event ^ 
different from what was expefted : for inim 
ately the more zealous members of that foe 
broke off from the reft, and compofed a new< 
made up of gentlemen, who feemed to ex| 
little of the court J and perhaps, with a mix 
of others who thought themfelves difappoin 
or too long delayed. Many of thefe were <k 
ved to retain an incurable jealoufy of the trca 
cr, and to interpret all delays, which they o 
not comprehend, as a refervc of favour in this 
nifter to the perfons and principles of the a1 
doned party. 

Upon an occaCon offered about this ti 

ibme perfons, out of diftruft to the treafurei:i 

• . dcavoi 
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deavoured to obtain a point, which could not 
have been carried without putting all into confu* 
fion. A bill was brought into the Houfe of 
Commons, appointing commifiioners to examine 
into the value of all lands^ and other intereAs 
granted by the crown fince the thirteenth day of 
February^ 1688, and upon what confideratiofli 
fuch grants had been tnade. The united coun- 
try-intereft in the houfe was extremely fet upon 
palling this bill. They had conceived an opi- 
nion, from former precedents, that the court 
would certainly oppofe all (leps towards a re** 
fumptlon of grants ; and thofe, who were appre^ 
henfive that the treafurer inclined the fame way, 
propofed the bill ftiould be tacked to another, iot 
laifing a fund by duties upon foap and paper^ 
which hath been always imputed^ whether juftiy 
or no, as a fanrourite expedient of thofe called the 
Tory party. At the fame time it was very well 
known, that the Houfe of Lords had made a fix- 
ed and unanimous refolution againft giving theif 
concurrence to the paffing fuch united bills : fo 
that the confequences of this projcdl muft have 
been, to bring the miniftry under difficulties, to 
ftop the neceflary fupplies, and endanger the good 
correfpondence between both houfesj notwith- 
ftanding all which the majority carried it for a 
tack 5 and the committee was inftruftcd accord- 
ingly to make the two bills into one, whereby the 
worft that could happen would have followed, if 
the treafurer had not convinced the warm leaders 
in this affair, by undeniable reafons, that the 
Vox- XIL O means 
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means they were uGng would certainly difappoittf 
the ettd : that neither himfelf, nor any other of 
the Queen's fervants, were at all againft this en- 
quiry 5 and he promifed his utmoft credit to help 
forwiard the bill in the Houfe of Lords. He pre- 
vailed at laft to have it fent up fingle ; but their 
lordfliips gave it another kind of reception* 
Thofe who were of the fide oppofitc to the court, 
withftood it to a man, as in a party-cafe : among 
the reft, fome very perfonally concerned, and o- 
thers by friends and relations, which they fuppof'' 
ed a fufficient excufe to be abfent, or diffent, E- 
ven thofe, whofe grants were antecedent fo this 
intended infpeftion, began to be alarmed as -mcii 
whofe neighbours houfes are on fire. A (hew of 
izeal for the late king's honour, occafioned many 
reflexions upon the date of this enquiry, which 
was to commence with his reign : and the Earl of 
'Notttnghanif who had now flung away the mafk 
which he lately pulled oflF, like one who had no 
other view but that of vengeance againft the 
Queen and her friends, zCtcd confiftently enough 
with his defign, by voting as a Lord againft the 
bill, after he had direftcd his fon in the Uoufe of 
Commons to vote for the tack. 

Thbs mifcarried this popular bill for appoint 
ing commiilioners to examine into royal grants | 
but whether thofe chiefly concerned did rightly 
confult their own intereft, hath been manle a 
queftion, which, perhaps, time will refolve. It 
was agreed, that the Queen, by her own authori* 
ly^ might have iflued out a commilfioa for fuch 
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an inquiry ; and every body believed, that the 
intention of the parliament was only to tax the 
grants with about three years purchafe, and at 
the fame time eftahlifh the proprietors in pofief- 
fion of the remainder for ever : fo that, upon tha 
"whole, the grantees would have been great gainers 
by fuch an a£l, fince the titles of thofe lands, as 
they flood then, were hardly of half value with 
others, either for fale or fettlement. Befides, the 
examples of the Irijb forfeitures might have 
taught thefe precarious owners, that when the 
Houfe of Commons hath once engaged in a pur- 
fttit, which they think is right, although it be 
flopped or fufpended for a while, they will be 
fure to renew it upon every opportunity that of-* 
fers, and feldom fail of fuccefs : For inflance, if 
the refumption fliould happen to be made part of 
a fupply, which can be eafily done, without the 
objed^ion of a tack, the grantees might pofTibly 
then have much harder conditions given them \ 
smd I do not fee how they could prevent it. 
Whether the refuming of royal grants be con- 
fident with good policy or juflice, would be too 
long a difquifition. Befides, the profufion of 
kings is not like to be a grievance for the future^ 
becaufe there have been laws fince made to pro- 
vide ag^^inft that evil ; or, indeed, rather becaufe 
the crown has nothing left to give away. But 
the objeflion made againft the date of the in« 
tended enquiry, was invidious and trifling \ for 
King James. IL made very few grants : he was 
a bcHcr manager ^ and Squandering wajs none o/ 
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his faults : whereas, the late Kmg, who came' 
over here a perfeft flranger to our laws, and our 
people, regardlefs of pofterity, wherein he was 
not likely to furvivc, thought he could no way 
fetter ftrengthen a new title, than by purchafing 
friends at the expencc of every thing which was 
in his power to part with. 

The reafoaablenefs of uniting to a money-bill 
one of a difi^erent nature, which 15 ufuatly called 
tacking, hath been likcways much delated, and 
will admit of argument enough. In aticient 
limes, when a parliament was held, the Com- 
mons firft propofed their grievances to be rc- 
ilreiTed, and then gave their aids ; to that it was 
21 perfedl bargain between the King and the fub- 
ject. This fully anfwered the ends of tacking. 
-Aids were then demanded upon occafions which 
would hardly pafs at prefent : fuch, for inftance, 
;is tliofc for making the Kind's fon a knight, 
3iiarrying his eidcft daughter, and fome others of 
the like fort. Moft of the money went into the 
Kinrj's coders for his private ufe ; neither was he 
:iccoun table for any part of it. Hence arofc the 
form of the King's thanking his fubjcfls for their 
benevolence, when any fubfidies, tenths, or 'fif- 
teenths, were given him. But the fupplies now 
granted, are of another nature, and cannot be 
properly called a particular benefit to the crown, 
becaufe they are all appropriated to their feveral 
ufes : fo that, when the^Houfe of Commons tack 
to a money-bill what is foreign and hard to be . 
digefted, if it be not paflcd, they put themfclvei 

90d 
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and theijf country In as great difficaltics aa the 
prince On the other fide, there have hecn fc* 
veral regulations made, through the courfe of 
time, in parliamentary proceedings ; among 
lirhicb it is grown a rule, that a bill once reject- 
ed (hall not be brought up again the fame feflion ;. 
whereby the Commons feem to have loft the ad- 
vantage of purchafing a redrefs of their griev-- 
ances^by granting fupplies^ >vhich, upon fome 
emergencies, hath put them upon this expedient 
of tacking : fo that there is more to be faid on 
each fide of the cafe, than is convenient for me 
to trouble the reader or myfelf iti deducing* 

Among the matters of importance during this^ 
feflion, we may juftly number the proceedings of 
the Houfe of Commons with relation to the prels^, 
fince her Majefty's meflage to the houfe, of Ja^ 
nuary the 17th, concludes with a paragraph, repr^-- 
featiikg the great licences taken in publifhing: 
fialfe and fcandalous libels, fuch as are a reproach^ 
to any government ; and recommending to them 
to find a remedy equal to the mifchief. The* 
•meaning of thefe words, in the meflage, feems to* 
be confined to thefe weekly and daily papers and! 
pamphlets^ refle&ing upon the perfons and the- 
management of the miniftry. But the Houfe of:' 
Commons, in their addrefs^ < which anfwers this> 
meflage, makes an addition of the blafphemies a— 
^atnfl: God and religion v and it is certain^ that; 
nothing would be more for the honour of the le-r- 
gillatare^ than fome eflTe^tual law for putting w- 
flO|^to this univerfal mifchief: but^ as the per— 
Q 5> iom 
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fon ♦ who ^dvifcd the Qoccn in that part of her 
sneiTagc, had only then in his thoughts the re* 
dreffing of the political and factious libek, I 
think he ought to have taken care, by his great 
credit in the houfe, to have propofed fome ways 
by which that evil might be removed ; the law 
£or taxing {ingle papers having produced a (quite 
contrary effeft, as was then forcfecn by many 
perfons, and hath fince been found true by er- 
pcrienc'e* For the adverfe party, full of rage and 
leifure fince their fall, and unani^mous in defence 
of their eaufe, employ a fet of writers by fubfcrip- 
tion, who are well verfed m all the topics bf de- 
famation, and have a (lyle and genius levelled to 
the generality of readers : while thofe who- would 
draw thcif pens on the fide of their prince and 
country, are difeouraged by this tax, which ex«- 
ceeds the intrinfie value both of the materials and 
the work ', a thing, if I be not miftaken, without 
example. 

It muft be acknowledged, that the bad prac- 
tices of printers have been fwch, as to dcferve the 
fevered aniinadverfions of the public ^ and it is 
to be wifeed, the party-quarrels of the pen were 
always managed with decenqy and truth : but ia 
the mean time, to- open the mouths of pur ene*- 
mies, and ftut our own; is a turn> of poUtics that 
wants a little to be explained. Perhaps, the m»- 
iiiilry now in poifeffion, becaufe they are in po& 
feflion, may defpife fuch trifles as this \ and it is 
not to be denied, that a£ting as they do, upon, a 

natioiMi 
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national intcrcft, they may fccm to ftand in left 
need of fuch fupports, or may fafely fling them 
down, as no longer neceflary. But if the lead- 
ers of the other party had proceeded by thi« 
maxim, their power would ha?e been none at aU, 
or of very (hort duration : and had not fome ac^ 
tive pens fallen in, to improve the good difpofi- 
tions of the people, upon the late change, and 
continued fince to overthrow the falfhood, plen- 
tifully, and fometimes not unplaufibly, fcattered 
by the adverfaries, I am very much irt doubf, 
whether thofc at the helm would now have lea- 
fon to be pleafed with their fuccefs. A particu- 
lar perfon may, with more fafety, defpife the o»- 
pihion of the vulgar, becaufe it does a wife man 
no real harm or good, but the adminiftration a 
great deal ; and whatever fide has the fole ma- 
nagement of the pen, will foon find hands e^ 
now to write down their enemies as low.a« 
they pleafe. If the people had no other idea of 
thofe whom her Majcfly trufts >n her greatefl af- 
fairs, than what is conveyed by the paffions of 
fuch as would compafs fea and land for their de- 
ftru^lion, what could they expe£t, but to be torn 
in pieces by the rage of the multitude ? |iow 
neceiTary therefore was it, that the world (hould, 
from time to time, be undfeceived, by true repre- 
fencations of pcrfons and fafts, which hkve kept 
the kingdom ileady to its intereft, againft all the 
attacks of a cunning and virulent fadion ! 

However, the mifchiefs of the prefs were too 
dotbitant to be cured, by fuph a remedy, as a tas. 

UfOX^ 
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upon the fmaller papers; and a bill for a mucb 
more efFe£lual regulation of it, was brought into 
fhe houfe of commons, but fo late in the feflion^. 
that there was no time tapafs it ^ for there hath 
hitherto always appeared an unwiliingnefs to 
.cramp overmuch the liberty of the prcfs, whether 
from the inconveniencies apprehended from do- 
ing too much, or too little j or whether the be- ' 
nefit propofed by each party to themfclvea, frona 
the fervice of their writers, towards recovering 
#r preferving of power, be thought to outweigh 
the difadvantages. However it came about, this 
affair was put off from one week to another, and 
the bill not brought into the houfe till the eighth 
of June. It was committed three days, and thea 
heard of no more. In this bill there was a claule 
inferted, (whether induftrioully, with defign to 
©verthrow it) that the author's name, and place of 
abode, (hould be fet to every printed book, pamph- 
let, or paper ; which I believe no man, who hath 
the lead regard to learning, would give his coiv* 
fent to ; for, befides the obje£iion to this clauie^, 
from the praftice of pious men, who, in publifli-^ 
ling excellent writings, for the fervice of religions, 
have chofen, out of an humble Chriflian fjpiritf, 
to conceal their names, it is certain, that all per- 
fons of true genius or knowledge, have an invin- 
cible modefty and fufpicion of thcmfelves, upooi 
their firfl fending their thoughts into the worid^. 
and that thofe who are dull or fuperficial, void: 
of all tafte and judgment, have difpofitions di- 
pef^X conuarx \, fo. that if this daufe had made: 
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part of a law, there would have been an end, in 
all likelihood, of any valuable prod uAion for the 
future, either in wit or learning ; and that infuf* 
ferable race of (lupid people, who are now every, 
day loading the prefs, would then reign alone, 
in time deftroy our very firft principles of rea- 
fon, and introduce barbarity amongft us, which 
is already kept out with fo much difficulty, by fo 
few hands. 

Having given an account of th^ feveral fteps 
made towards a peace, from the firft overtures 
begun by France^ to the commencement of the 
fecond fefEon,«I ihall, in the fourth book, relate 
the particulars of this great negociation, from the 
period laft mentioned, to the prefent time ; and 
becaufe there happened fome paflages in both 
boufes, occafioned by the treaty, I {hall take 
notice of them under that head. There only re- 
mains to be mentioned one affair of another na« 
ture, which the lords and commons took into 
their cognizance, after a very different manner, 
wherewith I fhall clofe this part of my fubjeft. 

The kfX of Quakers amongft us, whofe fyftem 
of religion, firft founded upon enthufiafm, hath 
been many years growing into a craft, held it an 
unlawful adion to take an oath to a magiftrate. 
This doftrine^was taught them by the author of 
their fe£l, from a literal application of the text. 
Swear not at all ; but being a body of people, 
wholly turned to trade and commerce of all kindg, 
they found themfelves on many occaCons depriv- 
ed of the benefit of the law, as well as o( yo,t;ng 

at 
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at eleAions, by a foolifh fcruplc, which Acir o5- 
ftinacy would not fufFer them to get oven To 
prevent this inconvenierKe^ thefe people had ere* 
dit enough in the late reign, to have an zGt paflP- 
cd, that their folemn affirmation and declaration 
fliould be accepted, inftead of an oath in the ufual 
form. The great concern in thofc timea, was ta 
lay all religion upon a level ; in order to which, 
this maxim was advanced, that no man ought ta 
be denied the liberty of ferving his country, up- 
on account of a different belief in fpeculative o- 
pinions, under which terro^ people were apt to in- 
clude every do£trine of Chriftiamty : however^ 
thisaf):, in favotrr of the Quakers, was only tem«. 
porary, in order to keep them in conftant depen* 
dence, and expired, of courfe, after a certain 
term, if it were not continued. Thofe people 
had, therefore, very early in the fcSion, offered a 
petition to the boufe of commons, for a continu* 
ance of the a£b, which was not fuffered to be 
brought up ; upon this, they applied themfelve^ 
to the Lords, who paffed a bill accordingly, and 
fetit it down to the commons, where it was not fa 
much as allowed a firft reading- 

And, indeed, it is not eafy to conceive, upon 
what motives the legillature of fo great a king-' 
dom could defcend fo low, as to be minifterial 
and fubfervient to ihe caprices of the mod abfurd 
herefy that ever appeared in the world ; and this, 
in a point, where thofe deluding or deluded peo- 
ple (land fingular from all the reft of mankind, 
who live under civil government : but the dcfigiis. 
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of an afplring party, at that time, were not other^* 
wife to be compared, than by undertaking any 
thing that would humble and mortify the church; 
and I am fully convinced, that if a fed of fceptic 
phflofophers (who profefs to doubt of every thing) 
had been then among us, and mingled their te-* 
nets with fome corruptions of Chriftianity, they 
might have obtained the fame privilege; and that 
a law would have been enafldd, whereby the fo« 
lemn doubt of the people called fceptics, ihould 
have been accepted, inflead of an oath in the ufual 
form ; fo abfurd are all maxims formed upon the 
inconfiftent principles of fadion, when once they 
are brought to be examined by the ilandard o£ 
truth and reafon^ 

BOOK IV* 

WE left the plenipotentiaries of the Allies^ 
and ihofe of the enemy, preparing to af- 
femble at Utrecht^ on the firft of January^ N. S. 
in order to form a congrefs for negociating a ge- 
neral peace, wherein, although the Dutch had 
made a mighty merit of their compliance with the 
Qtieen, yet they fpt all their inftruments at work, 
to inflame both houfes againft her Majefty's mea* 
fares. Monf. Bothmar^ the HatiQver envoy, took 
fcarc to print and difperfe his memorial, of which 
I have foi'merly fpokett : Hoffman^ the Emperor'a 
refident, was foliciting for a yacht and convoys 
to hriag over Prince Eugene at thi« junfture, for- 
^€d| as it was given out| with great jp ropofala 

front 
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from the imperial court : the Earl of Nottingham 
became a convert, for reafons already mentioned : 
money was diflributed where occafion required ; 
and the Dukes of Sonierfet and Marlborough^ to- 
gether with the Earl of Godolph'tn^ had put them* 
felves at the head of the junto^ and their adhe* 
rents, i^ order to attack the court. 

Some days after, the vote pafled the houfe of 
lords, for admitting into the addrefs the Earl of 
Nottingham^B claufe, againft any peace without 
Spain. Monf. Buys^ the Dutch envoy, who had 
been deep in all the confultations with the difcon 
tented party for carrying that point, was defircd 
to meet with the Lord privy-feal, the Earl of 
Dartmouth^ and Mr. Secretary St. John^ in order 
to fign a treaty between the Qijeen and the Statcsj 
to fubfift after a peace. There the envoy took 
occafion to expoftulate upon the advantages fti* 
pulated for Britain with France ; /faid, ** It was 
"^* his opinion, that thofe minifters ought, in re- 
" fpeft of th6 friendfhip between botH nations, to 
** acquaint him what thefe advantages were; and 
" that he looked upon his country to be entitled} j^ 
•* by treaty, to (hare them equally with us: that 
" there was now another reafon why we fliouW 
•* be more difpofed to comply with him upon thi^ 
'' head ; for (ince the late refolution of the bonk 
*< of lords, he took it for granted, it would be » 
*' dangerous ftep in us to give Spain to a priocO 
** of the houfe of Bourbon i and therefore, thtt 
** we fliould do well to induce the States, byfud* 
^ a concelliop^ to help us out of this difficulqr*'' L 
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Mr. St. John made anfwer, " That there wat 
•* «ot a man in the Queen's council capable of 
•• fo bafc a thought : that if Buys had any thing 
•* to complain of, which was injurious to f/b/*. 
•* land^ or juftJy tending to hurt the good corre- 
^^ fpondence between us and the States, he was 
" confident, her Majefty would at all times be 
•* ready to give it up ; but that the minifters 
** fcorned to fcreen themfelves at the expcncc of 
" their country : that the rcfolution Buys mcn- 
^ tioned, was chiefly owing to foreign minifters 
" intermeddHng in our affairs, and would per- 
" haps have an effieidl the projectors did not fore- ' 
" fee : that, if the peace became imprafticable, 
" the houfe of commons would certainly put the 
" war upon another foot, and red4xcc the public 
** expence within fuch a compafs as our treaties 
" required, in the ftrideft fenfe, and as our pre- 
" fen t condition would admits leaving the parti>- 
** fans for. war to fupply the reft." 

Although the fecretary believed this anfwer 
would put an end to fuch infamous propofals, it 
fell out otherwifc ; for fhortly after, Monf. Buyis 
applied himfelf to the treafurer, promifing to un- 
dertake, " That his matters fliould give up the 
" article of Spaitt^ provided they might (hare with 
" lis in the Affiento for negroes." To which th^ 
treafurer's anfwer, was fliort, *^ That he would 
** rather lofe hia head, than .confent to fuch an 
"offer.'* 

It is manifeft, by this proceeding, that what- 
ever fchesies were forming hete at home, in this 

VoImXIL V juufture, 
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jiin£):ure, by the enemies to the peace, the Dutch 
only defigned to fall in with it, as far as it would 
anfwer their o\yn account ; and, by a ftrain of 
the lower politics, wherein they muft be allowed 
to excel every country in Chrlftendoniy lay upon 
the watch for a good bargain, by taking advan* 
tage of the diftrefs they themfelves had brought 
upon their nearefl neighbour and ally. 

But the Queen highly refented tWi indignity 
from a republic, upon whom (he had conferred 
fo many obligations. She could not endure, that 
the Dutch ibould employ their inftruRKnts to 
-a£l in confederacy with a cabal of factious peo- 
ple, who were prepared to facrifice the fafety of 
their prince and country, to the recovery of that 
power they had fo long poffefTed and abufed. 
Her Majefty knew very well, that whatever mtqpc 
the miftaken or afFe£led opinion of fome people 
at home, upon the article of Spaifty it was a point 
the States had long given up, who had very open-' 
ly told our ininiftry, ^*'That the war* in that 
** country was only our concern, and what thoir 
** republic haid nothing to do with.** It is true, 
the party-leaders were equally convinced^ that 
the recovery of Spain was impracticable ; but tni^ 
ny things may be eaccufed in a prof^ed advccfa** 
^y, fallen under difgrace, which are highly crtmi-* 
ilal in an ally, up6n whom we> are that very in4 
ftant conferring jiew favours. Her Majefty, 
therefore, thought it high time to exert herfelf, 
and at length put a ftop to foreign influence up- 
on B^tyb councils^ fothat^ after the Earl of 
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Nottingham^ claufe againft any peace without 
Spain^ was carried in the houfe of lords, diree^ 
tions were immediately fent to the Earl of Strafe 
/brd.zt the Hague^ to inform the Z)i//r^, "That 
^ it was obtained by a trick, and would confer 
^^ quendy turn to the difappointment and confu- 
** fion of the contrivers, and the aftors.'* He- 
was likewife inftru£led,. to be very dry and re- 
&nred to the penfionary and Dutch minifters ; to 
Jet them know, " The Queen thought herfelf ill , 
:^* treated ; and that they would foon hear what 
*• effe£t» thofe meafures would have upon a mild 
** and good temper, wrought up to refentment by 
^ repeated provocations : that the States might 
^ have the war continued, if they pleafed } but 
^ ihat the Queen would not be forced to carry it: 
** on after their manner, nor would fufFer them 
-♦^o make her peace, or to fcttk the interefts of 
** her kingdoms.'' 

To others in Hoi/ami^ who appeared to be more 
, moderate, the Earl was direSboi to fay,x'' That 
** the States were upon a wrong (cent : that their 
^ mintfter here miftook every thing that we had 
^ prooiifed : that we would pcrf arxn all they could 
^ reaibnably a(k from us, in relation to their bar- 
^ rier and their trade ; and that Monf. Buys dealt 
'^ very «»nfi»rly, if he had not told them as much': 
** but that Brit/Un proceeded, in fome refpef^s;. 
^ upon a new fc&eme of politics, would no long- 
^ er ftruggle for impoffibilitieS) nor be amufed 
•• by words : that our peojJe came more and mor« 
f* to tfieir fenfes % and that the fingle difpute now^ 
' P Z *' was,. 
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^ was, whether the Dutch would join with a fao 
•* tion, againft the Queen, or with the nation-^ 
" for her." 

The court likewife refolved to difcourage Prince 
JEtigene from his journey to England^ which he 
was about this time undertaking, and of which I 
•have fpoken before. He was told, " That the 
.*^ Queen wanted no exhortations to carry on the 
^ war ; but the projefl of it (hould be agreed a- 
** broad, upon which her Majefty's refolutions 
*' might foon be fignified ^ but until ftie faw what 
** the Emperor and aliies^ were ready to do, (he 
** would neither promife nor engage, for any % 
*^ thing.'' At the fame time, Mr.. St. John toM 
Hoffmatiy the Emperor's rcfident here, " That i€ 
** the prince had a mind to divert himfelf in Lon» 
^* don^ the minifters would do their part tiTcntcr- 
^^ tain him, and be fure to trouble him with no 
** manner of bufinefs." 

This coldnefs retarded the prince's journey for 
ibme days, but did not prevent it, although be 
had a fecond meflage by the Queen's order, with 
this farther addition, */ That bis name had latc- 
y ly been made ufe of, on many occafions,. to 
>* create a ferment, and flir up fedition ; and -that 
*^ her Majefty judged it woul4 be neither fafefor 
5' him, nor convenient for her, that he fhouM 
.** come over at this time." But all would not 
• do: it was enough, that the Queen did not ab- 
folutely forbid him, and the party-confederatetf^ 
rbotli foreign and domcAic, thought his prefence 
would be highly nccef&ry for. their fcrvjce.. 
. . ., Towanbi 
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Towards the endof Decettihr^ the Lord Pri^y- 
Seal * ict out for Holland* He was ordered to 
ftop at tbe Haguti and, in conjunftion with the 
£afl of Biraff^rdy to declare to the States^ in 
JberMajefty'snaine, ^^ her refolutionsto conclude 
'^ no peace» wherein the allies in general, and 
'* and each confederate in particular, might no^ 
^ find their ample fecurity, and their reafonable 
<^ fatisfa^Hon : that ibe. was ready to infift Upon 
*^ their barrier, and advatntagcs in their trade, in 
^ the manner the States themfelves (hould de» 
^ &rti and to concert with them fuch a phtnoC: 
'< treaty, as both powers might be under mutual 
** engagements never to recede from : that no- 
** thing could be of greater importance, than foe 
^* the minifters of- Gr^at Britain znd HclUnd ta< 
^ oMK the congrefs, under the flrideft ties* 
^ of confidence, and. entirely to concur through*^ 
••• out the courfc of thcfe ncgociations* To which, 
^purpofe, it waa her Majefty's pleafure, that. 
"^ their kMrdfiiips ihould adjuft, with xh^ Dutch 
<« tniniftcrs,. the beft manner and method for o— 
'^^ipeBmgand carrying on the conferences, and 
^cteaarc tbemfelves inftrufted to communicate 
^ itcAj their thoughts and meafures to the ple^ 
^ nipotentiarics-of the States, who, they hopcd,^ 
^'had received the fame infftruftions.'^ 

Laflly, the two Lords were to fignify to the* 

lienGonvy, and the other minifters, " That her* 

Majefty's preparations for the next campaign, were- 

carried on with all the difpatch and vigour, which' 

P 3 tbc-- 
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tbe prefcnt circumftanccs would allow ; and to 
Hifift, that the fame imght be cfene by the Statet, 
and that both powers fhould join in preffing the 
Emperor, and other Allies, to make greater efforts 
than they had hitherto done ; without which thfc 
war muft languifh, and the terms of peace become 
•every day more difadvantageous." 

The two Briti/h plenipotentiaries went to 17/- - 
ncht with very large inftruflions, and, after thte 
ufual manner, were to make much higher de- 
mands from France (at leaft in behalf of the At- 
lies) than they could have any hope to obtain. 
The fum of what they had in charge, befidet 
matter of form, was, to concert with the minis- 
ters of the feverahpowers engaged againft France^ 
<^ That all differ ences^rifmg among them flioultl 
be accommodated between themielTes, without 
iiuffering the French \6 interfere : That whatever " 
wcrepropofcd to i^rj/ir^by aminifterof the alliance^ C 
fhould b^ backed by the whole confederacy: Th«t 
a time might be fixed lor the conclufion^ aa there 
had been for the commencement of the treaty.'' 
Spain was to be demanded out, of the hands of the 
Bourbon f^iily, as the mod -eflFeftual means for 
preventing the union of that kingdom with France^ 
and whatever conditions the Allies could agree 
upon for hindering that union^ their Lord&ips 
were peremprorily to infift on* 

As the interefts of each Ally in parttcolar , the 
plenipotentiaries of Britain were to dcoiaod 
** Strajhurghj the fort of Kchl^ with its dependent 
cics, and the town of Brifac^ with its territory, for 

the 
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tlic Emperor: That France fhould poffefs Alfatitfy 
according to the treaty of Weftphalioy with th« 
light of the prefefture only over the ten imperial 
cities in that country : That the fortifications of the 
faid ten cities be put into the condition they were in 
at the time of flic foid treaty, except Z/j/z^jw, which 
was to be demanded for the Emperor and Empire, 
with liberty of demolifhing the fortifications : That 
the Fr^/icA King (hould, at acertafn time, and at his 
own expcncCj demolifli the fortrefles of Hunihgerry 
Nem) Brifac^ and fort Lewts^ never to be rebuilt. 

" That the town and fortrefs of Rhinfelt (hould 
be demanded for the Landgrave of Heffe^Caffel^ 
until that matter be oiherwife fettled. 

** That the da«fe relating ro- religion, in the 
feaith article of the treaty of Rjfiuick, and con- 
trary to that of Weftphalia^ ihould be annulled, 
.and the ftate of religion in Germany reftored to 
the tenor of th^ treaty of W ejlplyalia. 

•*That jFrdtff^ ihould acknowledge the King 
oi PruJ/sa^ and give him no difturbance in Neti^ 
cBatei'saiA Valengin : That the principality of O- 
rangef 2nd other eftates belonging to the late King 
William, (hould be reftored, as law fhould direft. 

" That the Duke of Hanover Ihould be ac- 
knowledged Eleftor. 

".That the King of Portugal (hould enjoy all the 
advantages ftipulatcd between him and the Allies.- 

** That the States (hould have for their barrier. 
Fumes, ¥orV Knock j Menin, Ipres, Lijle, Tournay^ 
Conde, Valenciennes, Maubeuge, Dmay, Bethnne 
^vuy Su Venant^ and Bouchain^ with their can- 
non,. 
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non, ^c. That the French King, fhould rcflonr 
8(11 the places belonging to Spain^ now or doling 
this war in his poiTeilion in the Netbenlanis :■ 
That fuch part of thcnv as fhould be thought fit, 
might be allo^yred likewife for a> barrier to the 
States : That France fhould graAt the tariff of 
.1664 to the States, and exemption of fifty pence 
^r tun \x^n Dutch goods trading to that ktngdoiii«\ 

'^JBut that thefe articles ift favour mf tfae* 
Scates fhould not be concluded, till the barrier- 
treaty were explained to the Queen's daisfaiC'^ 
tion. 

'< That the Duke of Savoy {Mould, be put in 
pofleflion of all taken from him iji this- war» axid 
enjoy the places yielded to him by; the Emperor,, 
and other Allies: That France fhould likewifiB. 
yield to him EptiUes^ Feneftrtlles^ Chaumont^ the 
valley of Ptegatay and the land Ijiog between 
Piedmont and mount Gtnu* 
^ ^^ That the article about demolifliing of Dun-^ 
JbVi fhould be explained." . . 

As to Britain^ the plenipotentiaries were to 10^ 
fift, ** That Nseuport^ DeodermMd^.Gbent, and all> 
places which appear to be a barrier rather againfr 
Mnglandthzn France, (houdd either not be given, 
to the Dutch, or at leafl in fuch a manner, as not 
to hinder the Queen's fubje*^ free paffagc to and 
from the Low^Countries. 

^ That the feventh article of the Barrier-trea^ 
ty, which empowers the States, in cafe of an at— 
tack| to put troops at difcretion in all the places. 

of 
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of the Lo^*Cwntriesy (hould be fo explained as to 
be undcrftood only of an attack from France. 

** That Britain fhould trade to the Loiu^Coun^ 
tries with the fame privileges as the States them- 
felves. 

. "That the.moft Chriftian King fliould ac- 
knowledge the fucceflion of Hanover^ and imme- 
diately oblige the Pretender to leave Frances and 
that the faid King fhould promife, for himfelf 
and his heirs, never to acknowledge any perfon 
for King or Queen of England^ otherwife than 
according to the fettlements now in force. 

** That a treaty of commerce fhould be Com- 
mencedi as foon as poflible, between France and 
Britain ; and, in the mean time, the neceflary 
points relating to it be fettled. 

" That the Me of St. Chrijlopherh fhould be 
iurrendered to the Queen, Hudfon^s bay reflored, 
Placentia and the whole ifland of Newfoundland 
yielded to Britaijt, by the mofl Chriilian King ; 
who was likewife to quit all claim to Nova Scotia, 
and Annt^Us Royal. 

•* That Gibraltar and Minorca fhottld be an- 
nexed to the Britift) crown. 

" That the Affiento fhould be granted to JBn- 
iain for thirty years, with the fame advantage as 
to Frances, with an extent of groimd on the ri« 
ver of Platoy for keeping and refreilnng the ne- 
groes. 

"That Spain fhould grant to the fubje£ls of 
Britain as large privjleges as to any other nation 
whatfocver i^ as likewife an exemption of duties, 

amounting; 
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amounting to an advantage of at leaflr fifteen 
cent' 

^^ That fati&fadlion fhould be dema;ided for 
fhould appear to be juiUy: due to her Ms 
from the Emperor and the States. 

" Laftlyi That the plenipotentiaries ft 
confult with thofe of the proteflant Allies, 
mod effe^ual methods for reftoring. the pi 
tants of France to their religious and civil 1 
ties, and for the immediate releafe of thofe 
are now in the galleys." 

What part of thefe demands were to be ini 
en, and what were to be given up, will a] 
by the fequel of this negociation. But ther< 
no ^difficulty, of moment enough, to retard 
peace, except a method for preventing the i 
of France and Spain under one prince, anc 
iettling the barrier for Holland »\ which lai 
claimed by the States^ could, in prudence 
fafety, be no more allowed by us than by Ff 

The States-General having appointed I 
Buys to be one of their plenipotentiaries at 
recfjty that miniftcr left Sngland'SL few days 
the Lord Pi-ivy-Scal. In his laft conference 
the Lords of the council, he abfoiutely decl 
*' That his. matters had done their utmoft, 
** by fea and land :. That it was unreafonal 
•* expcA more: That, they had exceeded* 
** proportion, even beyond Britain ; and th 
•^ to the Emperor, and other allies, he kne^ 
^ expedient left for making them a6k with 
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^' Tigour, than to purfue them ^h pathetical ex« 
** hortations.'' 

Thit minifter was fent over hither, inftruftcd 
and empowered by halves. The ferment raifed 
by the united endeavours of our party-leaders, a- 
mong whom he was a conftant fellow-labourer to 
the utmoft of his ikill, had wholly confounded 
him $ and thinking to take the advantage of ne« 
gociating well for Holiand at the expence of J?rr- 
4ainj he a£ied but ill for his own country, and 
worfe for the common caufe. However the 
i^ueen's minifters and he parted with the great- 
eft civility 5 and her Majefty's prcfent was double 
the value of what is ufual to the charafier h^ 
bore. 

As the Queen was determined to alter her 
meafures in making war, fo (he thought nothing 
WQuld fo much convince the States of the necef- 
fity of 91 peace, as to have them frequently put in 
mind of this refolution, which her ambafTador 
itraffofdi ^^^^ 3^ ^be Hague^ was accordingly di- 
ceded to do: And if they fhould obje£b, of what 
ill confequence it would be for the enemy to 
know her Majefly defigned to leflen her expen- 
eet, he might anfwer, *< That the minifters here 
** were forry for it ; but the Dutch could only 
^ Uame themfeives, for forcing into fuch a ne<- 
'' ceffity a princefs, to whofe friendfliip they ow- 
** ed the prcfervation and grandeur of their re- 
^^ public, and chufing lo lean on a broken faflion^ 
*^ rather than place their confidence in the 
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. It was her Majefty's earDeft defire, that 
(hould be a perfe£b agreement at this treat 
ffweenthe minifters of all the Allies; than ^ 
nothing could be more efFediual to make j 
comply with their juft demands : Above a] 
direded her plenipotentiaries to enter in( 
ilrifteft confidence with thofc o£ Holland 
that, after the States had confented to e, 
the Barrier-Treaty to her reafonable fatisfa 
both powers (hould form between them a p! 
general peace, from which they would n< 
cede, and fuch as might fecure the quiet o 
rcpff as well as the particular interefts oi 
confederate. 

The Duhh were accordingly prefTed, befo 
Gongrefs opened, to come to fome temper; 
upon that famous treaty ;^ becaufe the mil 
here expe£led it would be foon laid befor 
Houfe of Commons, by which the refentrac 
the nation would probably appear again ft 
who had been aftors and advifcrs in it 
MonC Buys, who ufually fpoke for his coUes 
was full of oppofition, began to erpof 
upcMi the advantages Britain had ftipulated 
France, and to inGft, that his mafters oug 
fliare equally in them all, but efpcciall; 
Affiento contrail : So that no progrefs was 
in fixing a previous good correfpondence bet 
Britain and the States, which her Majefty I 
earneftly recommended. 

Certain regulations having been agreed i 
for avoiding of ceremony and other incoiMre 
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cics,'the.confercnces began at Utrecht^ upon the 
twcnty-ninth of 7flw/jry, N. S. 171 1-12, at ten 
in the morning. The mmifters of the allica 
going into the town-houfe at one door, and thofe 
of France^ at the fame inftant, at another, they 
all took their feats without <liftin(^ion ; and the 
^Bifhop of Brifiolj Lord Privy-Seal, fifft plenipo- 
tentiary of Briti^mj opened the aflembly with a 
fliort fpeech, dire£ted to the minifters >of France^ 
in words to the following efTecl : 
*< Meffieurs, 
** We are here met to-day in the nanfve of God, 
to enter upon a treaty of general peace, between 
the high Allies and the King your mailer. We 
hring fincere intentions, and cxprcfs orders from 
our fnperiors, to concur on their part, with what- 
ever may advance and perfeft" fo falutary and 
chriftian a work. On the other fide, we hope 
you have the fame difpofition ; and that your or- 
ders will be fo full, as to be able, without lofs of 
time, to anfwer the expeftation of the high Al- 
lies, by explaining yourfclves clearly and roundly 
«pon the points we fhall have to fettle in thefc 
conferences ; and that you will perform this in £0 
pWn and fpecific a manner, as every Prince and 
State in the confederacy may find a juft and rea- 
ibnable fatisfadion.'* 

/ The French began, by promifing to explain the 
^crtures, which Monf. Mefnager had delivered to 
the Queen fome months before, and to give in a 
Specific projeftof what their mailer would yield,pro- 
'iridedthe Allies would each give a fpecific anfwer, 
Voi.XII. Q^ \^ 
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by making their feveral demands ; which method^ 
after many difEcultieSi and afFe<Sled delays of the 
Dutch; was at length agreed to. 

But the States, who had, with the utmoft dif- 
Content, feen her Majefliy at the head of this nego- 
tiation, where they intended to have placed them- 
felves, hegan to difcover their ill-humour upon e- 
very occafion ; they raifed endleis difficulties about 
fettling the Barrier-Treaty^ as the Queen defircd i 
and in one of the (irfl: general conferences, they 
would not fufFer the Britijb fccretary to take the 
minutes, but nominated fome Dutch profeilbr for 
that office, which the Queen refufed, and refent- 
cd their behaviour as an ufelefs cavil, intended 
only to (hew their want of refpedl. The Britiflt 
plenipotentiaries had great reafon-to fufpeA that 
the Dutch were, at this time, privately endeavour* 
ing to engage in fome feparate meafures with 
France^ by the intervention of one MqImu, a buff 
fadiious agent at Amjlerddm^ who had been often 
employed in fuch intrigues : that this was the 
caufe which made them fo litigious and ilow in 
all their fteps, in hopes to break thecongrefs, and 
fmd better terms for their trade and barrier, fnmi 
the French i than we ever could think £t.to allow 
them. The Dutch minifters did alfo apply theni^ 
felves, with induflry, to cultivate the imperial 
plenipotentiary's favour, in order to fecure all 
advantages of commerce "wiih Spain and the W't^ 
Indies i in cafe thoiie dominions could be procured ibr 
the Emperor : For this reafon, they avoided fettling 
any genedU plan of peace^ in. concert with tbe 

plenipotenusiricf 
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plenipotentiaries of Britain, which her Majcftf 
defired ; and Monf. Buys plainly told their Lord-i 
{hip8, that it was a point, which neither he nor 
his colleagues could confent to, before the States 
were admitted equal fliarers with Britain in the 
trade of Spain. 

The court, having notice of this untraftablc 
temper in the Dutch, gave direft orders to the 
plenipotentiaries of Britain, for preffing thofe of 
the States to adjuft the grofs inequalities of the 
Barrier-Treaty, fince nothing was more ufuat or 
agreeable to reafon, than for princes, who find 
themfelves aggrieved by prejudicial contra£b> t-o 
expeA they fliould be modified and ejcp.lained* 
And fin€C it now appeared by votes in the houfe 
of commons, that the fenfe of the nation agreed 
with what her Majefty defired, if the Dutch mi- 
nifters WGOild not be brought to any moderate 
termt upon this demand, their lord(hips were dU 
refted to improve and amend the particular con- 
cdBons made to Britain hj France, and form 
them into a treaty ; for the Queen was determi-i 
ncd never to* allow the States any fliare in the Af- 
fiento, Gibraltar, and Port-Mahon : nor could 
tfaittk it rea&nibte, that they ihould be upoti an 
tquA fb6t with her in the trade of Spainy to the 
conqtieft whereof they had contributed fo little. 

Nor was the condufl: of the Imperial mini/ler 
at this time lefs perplexing than that of the States, 
both tfacfe powers appearing fully bent, either 
upoiv breaking off the negociation, or, upon for* 
citig from tlie Queen thofe advantages (he eipec- 
. Qj. ted 
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ted by it foi* her own kingdoms. Her Majefty 
therefore thought fit, about the beginning of, 
March^ to fend Mr. Thomas Harley^ a near rela- 
tion of the treafurer's, to Utrecht^ fully informed 
of her mind, which he was dire£ted to communi- 
cate to the plenipotentiaries of Britain. 

Mr. Harley flopped in his way to Utrecht at the 
Maguey and there told the Penfionary, ** That 
aiothing had happened lately in Englandy but what 
•was long ago foretold him, as well as the other 
jninifters of the Allies : That the proceedings of 
' the houfe of commons, particularly about thcBar- 
Tier-tceaty, muft chiefly be afcribed to the man- 
gier in whiwh the Queen and the nation had been 
ireated by Mpnfieur Bothmary Count GallaSf 
Buysy and other foreign minifters : That if the 
jStates would yet enter into a ftrift union with the 
Q^ecn, give her fatisfaftion in the faid treaty, 
and join in concert with her plenipotentiaries at 
XJtrechtj a fafe and advantageous peace might be 
obtained for the whole alliance ; otherwifc, her 
Majefty muft fave her own country, and join with 
fuch of her Allies as would join with her. 

" As to the war, that the condudk of the Allies, 
and»thcir oppofition to the Queen, by private in- 
trigues carried on among her own fubje£Uj as 
well as by open remonftrances, had made dtf 
houfe of commons take that matter out of the 
hands of the minifters. 

" Laftly, that in cafe the prefcnt treaty weie 
broken off by the Dutch refufing to comply^ fc«f 
Majefty thought it reafonablc to infift, that j^ 

cautionaff 
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<»oti<nnar7pIace8be put into her hands, as pledges 
that no other negociation ihould be entered 
hico by the States-General, without her partici"- 
pation." 

Mr, Harky'$ inftru£^ions to the Queen's pleni-^ 
potentiaries were, ** That they fhould prefs tbofe 
of France^ to open themfelvcs as far as poffible, 
m concerting fuch a plan of a general peace, as 
might give reafenable fatisfafiion to all the Con- 
federates, and fuch as her parliament would ap- 
prove : That the people of £/i^/«/7^/believed France 
«ft>u]d confenc to fuch a plan ; wherein, if they 
bate found themfelvcs deceived, they would W 
m ^ager for profeeuting the war as ever." 

Their Lordfiiipa were to declare openly to the 
Tkitchi ^< That no extremity (houkl make' her 
Majefty depart from uififting to have tbt Afllent^ 
for her own fubjedls, and to keep Gibraltar and 
Pori'Maboftf, but if the States would agree with 
her upon thefe three heads, (he would be content 
tb reduce the trade of Spain and the Weft-InfteT^ 
t» \ht condition it was in under the late Catho* 
lie King CA^r/« 11.^ 

The Frinch were farther to be preffcd, *' That 
eke Pr^eilder ihould be iminediatdy fent out of 
dMt kingdom ; and that the moft e^£hial me** 
tbed fliould be taken, for preventing the union 
rf Premce- and Spain uhder one prince.*^ 

-Abmit this lime, her Majcfty's miniftcrs,. amd 
|!hofe of the Allies, at Utrechty ddiverc J in the 
feveral poftulat*, or demands of their maftcrs to» 
ite Frtncb plenipotentiaries, which having been 
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iince made public, and all of them, iexcept thofe 
of Britain f very much varying in the courfe of 
the negociation, the readier would be but ill enter- 
tained with a tranfcript of them here. 
. Upon intelligence of the laft Dauphin's death, 
the father, fon, and grandfon, all of that title, 
dying within the compafs of a year, Monfieur 
.Gualtier went to France with letters to the Mar- 
quis of Torcy to propofe her Majefty*8 expedient 
for preventing the union of that kingdom with, 
Spain ; which, as it was the moft important arf> 
tide to be. fettled, in order to fecure peace for 
Europe^ fo it was a point that required to be 
fpeedily adjufted under the prefent circumftanced 
and fituation of the Bourbon family, there being 
only left a child of two years old to ftand between 
the Duke of Anjou and his fucceeding to the 
crown of France. 

Her Majefty likewife preffed France by the £uBe 
difpatches, to fend full indruf^ions to their ple- 
nipotentiaries, empowering them to offer to the 
Allies fuch a plan of peace, as might give reaiba- 
ble fatisfaftion to all her Allies. 

The Queen's propofal for preventing an union 
between France and Spain^ was, " That Pbi^ 
fliould formally renounce the kingdom of Fran^ \ 
for himfelf and his poflerity ^ and this renuncia- 
tion fhould be confirmed by the courts or ftate^ 
of Spain f who, without' queflion, would heartily 
concur againft fuch an union, by which their coun- 
try muft become a province to France^'* In like 

manner 
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•thanncr, the i''r^/;rA princes of the hlood were 
feverally to renounce all title to Spain. 

The .French raifed many difficulties upon fc- 
veral particulars of this expedient; but the Queen 
perfiftcd to refufe any plan of peace before this 
weighty point were fettled in the manncl- {he pro- 
•pofedi which, was afterwards fubmitted to, as 
in proper place we (hall obferve. In the mean 
timCy the negociation at Utrecht proceeded with 
.a very flow pace ; the Dtitch interpofing • all 
pbftru£lions they could contrive, refuCng to come 
to any reafonable temper upon the Barrier-treaty, 
or to offer a plan, in concert with the Queen, for 
a general peace. Nothing lefs would fatisfy them, 
than the partaking in thofe advantages we had 
ftipulated, for ourfclves, and which did^no ways 
interfere with their trade or fecurity. They ftili 
^expe£ied fome turn in England; their friends 
Jon this fide had ventured to affure them 'that the 
.Queen could not live many months, which, in- 
deed, from the bad ftate of her Majefty's health, 
.was reafonable to expeft. The Britijh pleniper- 
tentiarks daily difcovered new endeavours of HoK 
land to treat . privately with France i andy laftly, 
thofe among the States, who defired the war 
fliould continue, (Irove to gain time, until the 
campaign fhould open ;. and, by refolving to erN 
tcr into action with the firft opportunity, render 
all things defperate, and break up the congrefs; 
This fcheme did exaftly fall in with Prince. 
Eugene's difpoiitions, whom the States had cho* 
Icn for their genersd^ and of wbofe condudj in this 
^^ . ' conjuni^urej 



176 -HISTORY of the 

conjunfiure^ theQiKen had fo much reaibii 
jealous ; but her Majcfty, who was rcfoh 
do her utmoft towards pntting 3 good and f] 
end to this war, having placed the Duke o 
mond at the head of her forces m Flanders^ 
thcr he was now arrived, direded him to 
all the troops in Britijb pay^ whether fubjo 
foreigners, immediately under his own comnr 
and to be cautious, for a while, in engagi; 
any aftion of importance, unlels upon a vcr 
parent advantage. At the fame time, the Q 
determined to make one thorough trial of th< 
pofition of the States, by allowing them tb 
moft conceffions that could any way fuit c 
with her fafety or honour. She therefore dir 
her roiniiters at Utrecht^ to tell the D 
•* That, in order to fhew how defirous (he w 
•• live in pcrfed amity with that Republic 
** would refign up the fifteen per cent, advai 
•*.upon EngUJb goods fcnt to the Spohyb A 
•* nionSj which the French King had oStxtx 
•* by a power from her grandfon, and be 
•* tent to reduce that trade to the ftate iri in 
** it was under the late King. of Spain. She yk 
** accept oi any tolerable foftening of thofc ^ 
•* in the fitvcnth' article of the Barrier-tr« 
•* where it is faid, the States fhall have pc 
^' in cafe of an apparent attack, to put at i: 
^* troops as they plcafe into all the places oJ 
•* Neiherlandsy without fpecifying an attack 
•' the fide of France^ as ought to have been d< 
»*Qthe«ivife^ the C^uecn might juftly think 
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'< w€re preparing themfelves for a rupture with 
.** Britain. Her Majefty likewife confented that 
!* the States fhould keep Nieupori^ Dendermond^ 
** and Ae caflle of Ghent^ as an addition to their 
•* Barrier, although fhe w^rc fenfihle how inju- 
*^ rious thofe conceffions would be to the trade of 
•* her fubje£b ; and would wave the demand of 
.*5 OJlend being delivered into her hands, which (lie 
** might with juftice iniift on. In return of all 
** this, that the Queen only defi red the minifter^ 
** of the States would enter into a clofe corrcf- 
*' pondence with hers, and fettle between them 
^< fome plan of a general peace, which might 
^^ give reafonable content to all her Allies, and 
** which her Majefty would endeavour to bring 
.** France to copfent to. She defired the trade of 
. '^ her kingdoms to the Netherlands ^ and to the 
//towns of their barrier, might be upon as 
.^* good a foot as it was before the war began : 
.** That the Dutch would not infift to have a ihare 
.'' in the Allien to, to which they ha4 not the leaft 
" pretenfions ; and that they would no longer enr 
:'* courage the intrigues of a fa£%ion againft her 
.** government. Her Majefty aflured them, in 
/^ plain terms, that her own future meafures, 
.** and the condu£l of her plenipotentiaries, ftiould 
.** be wholly governed by their behaviour in thefe 
.•* points; and that her offers were only conditi- 
:** onal, in cafe of their compliance with what flic 
•« defired." 

But all thefe proofs of the Queen's kindneft 
wd finccrity would not avail. The Dutch mini.- 

fteri 
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ftcrs pleaded, they had no power to concert thh 
plan of general peace with thofc of Britaim how- 
ever, they aifured the latter, that the Affiepto was 
the only difficulty which fluck with their mafters. 
WhereupoHj at their defire, a contrad for that 
traffic was twice read to them ; after which thejf 
appeared very well fatisfied, and faid, they would 
go to the Hague for further inftrudlions. Thi- 
ther they went \ and, after a week's abfence, re- 
turned the fame anfwcr, ** That they bad no 
" power to fettle a fchenfte of peace ; but ccmid 
** only difcourfe of it, when the difficulties of tfrc 
^* Barrier-treaty were over.^ Atid MoAf. Bujs 
took a jourfley to Amfierdafn^ on purpofc' to flifr 
up that city, where he was pcnftonary, againft 
yielding the Affiento to Britain ,«#bat wttd Bnfue<* 
cefsful in his negociation \ the poitit being yield- 
ed up there, and in moft other tiowns iu Hoihni* 
It will hate an odd fount! in hiftdry, and afi- 
pear hardly credible, that in feveral petty repuB- 
lics of fingler towns, which made up the Soitei- 
General, it fhonld be formaflly debated, wliethdr 
the Queen of Great Britain^ who preiirved the 
commonwealth, at the charge of to many mll« 
lions, fhould be foffered to enjoy, after a peHCif 
the liberty granted her by Spaing of felling Affl* 
can flaves in the Spatiifi) dominions of Amemck. 
But there was a prevailing fa£tion at the Haguk^ 
violently bent againft any peace, where the Quccii 
mud ad; that part which they had intended fdr 
-themfelves. Thefe politicians, who held conftaot 
correfpondcncc with their old dejcfl:ed friends i& 

England^ 
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England^ were daily fed with the vain hopes of the 
Queen's 4eath, or the party's rpftoration. They 
likewife endeavoured to fpin out the timet till 
Prince Eugene^s a£livity had puihed on fome 
great event, which might govern or perplex the 
conditions of peace : therefore, the Dutch pleni- 
potentiaries, who proceeded by the inftru£Uon8 
of thofe miftaken patriots, a£ted in every point 
with a fpirit of iitigioufnefs, than which nothing 
cod}4 give greater advantage to the enemy ; a 
ftrid union betwjeen the allies, but efpecially 
Britain and Hollandj being doubtlefs the only 
means for procuring fafe and honourable terms 
from France, 

But aeither vmB this the word ; for the Queen 
received undoubted intelligence from Utrecht^ 
that the Dutch were again attempting a feparatc 
correfpondence with France. And by letters, 
intercepted here, from Vienna^ it was found, that 
^1 the imperial court, whofe miniftcrs were in the 
f\ QtmiDft coofidence Vith thofe of Holland^ expref- 
^1 kA the mod furiotis rage againfl her Majefly, for 
111 I the fteps ihe had taken to advance a peace., 

This unjuftifiable treatment, the Queen could 
not digeft from an ally, upon whom (he had con- 
iecred fo many fignal obligations, whom ihe had 
•ufcd with fo much indulgence atid fincerity, dur- 
ing the whole courfe of the negociation, and had 
& often invited to go ^ong with her in every 
motion towards a peace. She apprehended like- 
wtfc, that the negociation might be taken out of 
Jier liaodSt if France co^d be fecurq of eafier 

coivdiuou^ 
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Conditions in Holland^ or might think that Brt-^^^ 
tain wanted power to influence the whole confe- 
deracy. She reiblved, therefore, on this occafion ^ 
to exert herfelf with^ vigour, fteadinefs, and diC^ 
patch ; and, in the beginning of May^ fent h^r- 
commands to the Earl of Strafford^ to repair im- 
mediately to England, in order to confult witA 
her minifters what was proper to be done. 

The propofal above-mentioned, for preventing^ 
the union of France and Spain, met with many 
difficulties; MonL de Torcy raifing objcftionsa- 
gainft fevcral parts of it. But the Queen refiifed 
to proceed any farther with France, until this 
weighty point were fully fettled to her fatisfac- 
tion ; after which, fhe promiHd to grant a fuf-' 
penfion of arms, provided the town and citadel 
of Dunkirk might be delivered as a pledge into 
her hands: and propofed that Ipres might be fur- 
rendered to the Dutch, if they would confent to 
<:ome into the fufpenCon. France abfolutely rc- 
fufed the latter ; and the 'States-General having 
afted in perpetual contradiction to her Majefty, 
fhe prefTed that matter no farther ; becaufe flic 
<loubted they would not agree to a ceffation of 
arms. However, (he refolved to put a fpecdy 
end, or at leaft intermiffion, to her own fliare in 
the war : and the French having declared them- 
felves ready to agree to her expedients, for prc- 
'vcnting the union of the two crowns, and con^ 
fented to the delivery of Dunkirk ; pofitave orders 
were fent to the Duke o^ Orw^/;^, to avoid en- 
gaging in any battle or fiege, untif he had far- 
ther 
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tier inftru(9;ions ; but he was dircfted to conceal 
his orders, and to find ^he beft excufes he could, 
if any preffing occafion fhould ofFer. 

The reafons for this unufual proceeding, which 
made a mighty noife, were of fufficient weight to 
jiiftify it •, for, purfuant to the agreement made 
between us and France^ a courier was then dif- 
patched from Fontainbleau to Madrid^ with the 
offer of an alternative to Philips either of refign- 
•ing Spain immed?ately to the Duke of Savby, up- 
on the hopes of fucceeding to France, and fome 
'^refent advantage, which, not having been ac- 
-cepted, is needlefs to dilate on ', or of adhering to 
JSpain, and renouncing all future claim to France^ 
ibr himfelf and^his pofterity. 

Until it could be known which pzn Philip 
would accept, the Queen would not take pot 
feffion of Dunkirk, nor fufFer an armillice to be 
declared. Put, however, fince the moftChriftian 
King had agreed, that his grandfon flipuld be 
,fprced, in cafe of a refufal, to make his choice 
imnxediately, her Majefty could not endure to 
.think, that perhaps fome thoufands of lives of her 
owii fubje£l;s and allies might be facrificed, with^ 
.out neceffity, if an occafion fhould be found or 
ibught for fighting a battle 5 which, Ihe very well 
knew. Prince Eugene would eagerly attempt, and 
jputall into confufion, to gratify his own ambi-« 
^OD, the enfhity of his new mailers the Dutcb^ 
4and the rage of his court. 

But the Duke of Ormond, who, with every o*- 
.ther quality that can accoraplifh or adorn a great 

Vol. XII. R man^ 
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tnati, inherits all the valour and loyalty of his an- 
ceftors, found it very difficult to acquit himfelf 
of his commiffion ; for Prince Eugene^ and all the 
field-deputies of the States, had begun already 
to talk either of attacking the enemy, or beficg- 
ing ^tefmyy the confederatcarmy being now all 
joined by the troops they expc£led. And accord- 
ingly, about three days after the Duke had re- 
ceived thofe orders from court, it was propotcd 
to his Grace, at a meeting with the Prince and 
deputies, that the French army fliould be attack- 
ed, their camp having been viewed, and a great 
opportunity offering to do it with fucccfs : for 
the Marefchal de Viltars^ tvho had notice fent 
him by Monf. de Torcy^ of what was paf&ng, and 
had fignified the fame by a trumpet to the Duke, 
fhewed lefs vigilance than was ufual to tbat ge- 
neral, taking no precautions to fecure his camp, 
or obferve the motions of the allies, probably on 
purpofe to provoke them. The Duke faidi 
« That tbe Earl of Straford^s fudden departure 
** for England^ made him believe there was fome- 
•* thing of confequence now tranfafting, which 
** would be known in four or five days ; and 
*' therefore, defired they would defer this, or any 
** other undertaking, until he could receive frcfli 
** letters from England J* Whereupon the Prince 
"and deputies immediately told the Duke, *• Thait 
" they looked for an anfwer as (ie had given 
" them : that they had fufpefted our meafures 
** for fome time j and their fufpicions were cen- 
^ firmed, by the cxprcfs his Grace had fo btc^ 
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'* ly recciTcd, as well as by the negligence of 
«* Monf. Villars^^ They appeared extremely dif- 
fatisfied : and the deputies told the Duke, that 
they would immediately fend an account of his 
anfwer to their mafters5 which they accordingly 
did \ and foon after, by order from the States, 
wrote him an expoffulating letter, in a ftyle lefs 
rcfpefkful than became them ; defiring him, a- 
mong other things, to explain himfelf, whether 
he had pofitivc orders not to fight the jFr^wcA,- 
and afterwards told him, ** They were fure he 
" had fuch orders, otherwife he could not anfwer 
" what he had done.** But the Duke ftill wav- 
ed the queftion, faying, " He would be glad to 
" have letters from England^ before he entered 
** upon aftionj and that he expc£led th?m daily.*' 

Upon this incident, the minifters and generals 
of the allies immediately took the alarm, vent- 
ing their fury in very violent exprefGons again ft 
the Queen, and thofe (he employed in her coun- 
cils ; faid, they were betrayed by Britain^ and 
aflumed the countenance of thofe who think they 
have received ah injury, and were difpofed to rec- 
tum it. 

The Duke of Ormondes army confifted of 
eight^n thoufand of her Majefty's fubje£b, and 
about thirty thoufand hired from other princes, 
either wholly by the Queen, or jointly by her and 
the States. The Duke immediately informed 
the court of the difpofitions he found among 
the foreign generals upon this occafion \ and that> 
upon an exigency, he could only depend on th^ 
R % BritiA 
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Britijb troops adhering to him j thofe of Han^ 
over having already determined to defert to the 
Dutch y and tempted the Danes to do the like ; and' 
ihat he had reafon to fuppofe the fame of the reft. 

Upon the news arriving at Utrechty that the 
Duke of Ormofid had refufed' to engage in any 
aftion againft the enemy, the Dutch minifters 
there, went immediately to make their complaints^ 
to the lord privy-feal ; ^iggravating the ftrange- 
nefs of this proceeding, together with the coufe- 
cjuence of it, in the lofs of a moft favourable op* 
yortunity for ruining the French army, and the 
iifcontent it niuft needs create in the whole bo- 
<ly of the cdnfederates : adding, how bard it 
was, that they Ihould be kept in the dark, and 
have no communication of what was done in a 
point which fo nearly concerned them. They 
concluded, that the Duke muft needs have aft- 
cd by orders; and defired his lordihip to write 
Loth to court, and to his Grace, wha^they had 
now faid. 

The bifliop anfwered, " That he knew nothing 
*' of this i2it\y but what they had told him j and 
** therefore, was not prepared with a reply to 
*' their reprefentationsj only, in general, he could 
<* venture to fay, that this cafe appeared very like 
*« the conduft of their field-deputies upon fof 
«' mer occafions : that if fuch orders were given, 
<* they were certainly built upon very juftifiable 
«* foundations, and would foon be fo explained*, 
•* as to convince the States, and all the worlds 
^ that the common intereft would be better pro* 

"vide* 
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*' vided for another way, than hy a battle or 
** fiege : that the want of communication, which 
** they complained of, could not make the States 
** fo uneafy, as their declining to receive it, had 
** made the Queen, who had ufed her utmoft en- 
" deavours to perfuade them to concur with her, 
•* in concerting every ftep towards a general 
<' peace, and fettling fuch a plan as both fides 
** might approve, and adhere to ^ but, to this 
•* day, the States had not thought fit to accept 
** thofe offers, or to authorife any of their mini-* 
*' fters to treat with her Majcfty's plenipotentia- 
*' ries upon that affair, although they had been 
*• preffed to it ever fince the negociation began : 
/' that his lordihip, to (hew that he did not fpealc 
<< his private fenfe alone, took this opportunity^ 
^* to execute the orders he had received the even- 
•• ing before^ by declaring to them, that all her 
*• Majcfty^s offers for adjufting the differences be- 
*' tween her and the States, were founded upon 
<* this ejtprefs condition, That they fhould come 
•' immediately into the Queen's meafures, and 
*< z6t openly and fincerely with her ; and thaty 
** from their condud, fo direftly contrary, (her 
^' now looked upon herfelf to be under no obli-r 
•' gation to them.'* 

MonC Buys and his colleagues were dunned 
with this declaration, made to them at a time 
when they pretended to think the right of com-r 
plaining to be on their fide, and had come to the 
l>i(bop upon that errand. But after their furpiife 
vas s^ated^ and Buys^$ long re^oning9 at an end, 
S^5 they 
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they began to think how matters mfght be re- 
trieved; and were of opinion, that the States 
fliQuld immediately difpatch a riiinifter to JE/jg- 
/andf unlcfs his lordOiip were empowered to treat 
with them ; which, without new commands, he 
faid he was .not. They afterwards defired to 
know of the bifhop, what the meaning was of 
the laft words in his declaration, " That her Ma- 
*^ jefty looked upon hcrfelf to be under no oblU 
" gation to them.*' He told them his opinion^ 
'*^ That as the Queen was bound by treaty, to 
^* concert with the States the conditions of a 
** peace 5 fo, upon their declining the concert fo 
^* frequently offered, (he was acquitted of that 
** obligation : but that he verily believed, what- 
** ever roeafures her Majefty fhould take, flic 
*^ would always have a friendly regard to the in- 
*' tereft of their commonwealth j and that as their 
" unkindnefs had been very unexpedled and dif- 
** agreeable to her Majefty, fo their compliance 
** would be equally pleafing.'' 

I have been the more circumftantial In relating 
this affair, becaufe it furniflied abundance of dif- 
courfe, and gave rife to many wild conjediures 
and mifreprcfentations, as well here as in Hoi' 
landy efpecially that part which concerned the 
Duke of Ormond; for the angry faftion in the 
houfe of commons, upon the firft intelligence 
that the Duke had declined to afl: offenfively a- 
gainft France^ in concurrence with the aljies* 
moved for an addrefs, wherein the Queen ihould 
be iafocmcd of ^ the deep coacern of ber cojii-< 

Ml 
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*' mqns, for the dangerous confequences to the 

** common caufe, which muft arifc from this pro- 

*' ceeding of her general ; and to befccch her, 

** that fpccdy inftru£i:ions might be given to the 

** Duke, to profecute the war with vigour, in or- 

" der to quiet the minds of her people,*' isfc. 

But a great majority was againfl: this motion, 

and a refolutipn drawn up and prefented to the 

Queen, by the whole houfe, of a quite contrary 

tenor, ** That they had an entire confidence in 

" her Majefty's moft gracious promife, to com- 

** miunicate to her parliament the terms of the 

" peace, before the fame fliould be concluded ; 

" and that they would fupport her Majefty, in 

" obtaining an honourable and fife peace, againfl 

" all fuch perfons, either at home or abroad, who 

** have endeavoured, or (hall endeavour to ob- 

« ftrua the faftie.'' 

The courier, fent with the alternative to Spaift, 
xvas now returned, with auvjiccount that Philip 
had chofcn to renounce France^ for himfelf and 
his pofterity ; whereof the Queen having receiv- 
ed notice, her Majefty, upon the fixth of June, 
in a long fpeech to both houfes of parliament, 
laid before them the terms of a general peace, 
flipulated between her and France. This fpeech, 
l>eing the plan whereby both France and the al- 
- lies have been obliged to proceed in the fubfe- 
quent courfe of the treaty, I fliall defire the read- 
er's leave to infert it at length, although I believe 
it hath been already in moft bands. 
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•* My Lards and Gentkmen^ 

" The making peace and war is the und 
** ed prerogative of the crown i yet fuch 
** juft confidence I place in you, that at the 
•* ing of this feffion, 1 acquainted you that 
** gociation for a general peace was begun ; 
** afterwards, by meffages, I promifed to 
•* mUnicate to you the terms of peace, befo 
•* fame fhould be concluded. 

** In purfuance of that promife, I now 
** to let you know, upon what lermS a g< 
** peace may be made. 

** I need not mention the difEculties wbi 

•* rife from the very nature of this affair ; ; 

^* is but too apparent^ that thefe difficulties 

•* been increafed by other obftru£tions, ar 

•* contrived to hinder this great and good ¥ 

** Nothing, however,, has moved mc from 
«* dily purfuing, in the firft place, the true 
*' refts of my own kingdoms ; and I have i 
*' mitted any thing which might procure 
*^ our allies what is due to them by treaties 
•* what ifr neceifary for their fecurity. 

** The affuring of the proteftant fuccelSc 
•* by law eftabliflied,, in the houfe of f£x 
■* to thefe kbgdoma, being what I have n 
'^ at hearty particular care is taken^. not o: 
^ have that acknowledged in the ftrongeft f 
^' but to have an additional fecurity, by t 
** moval of that perfon out of the dominii 
« France, who has pretended to difturb th 
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** The apprehenfion that Spain and the JTe/f 
" Indies might be united to France^ was the chief 
" inducement to begin this war, and the effec- 
*' tual preventing of fuch an union, was the prin- 
** ciple I laid down at the commencement of this 
" treaty : former examples, and the late negocia- 
" tions, fuflSciently (hew how difficult it is to 
** find means to accomplifli this work. I would 
•* not content myfelf with fuch as are fpecula- 
** tive, or depend on treaties only : I infiftcd on 
" what was folid, and to have at hand the power 
** of executing what fliould be agreed. 

•^ I can therefore now tell you, that France at 
" lad is brought to offer, that the Duke of Anjots 
*^ fhall, for himfelf and his defcendants, renounce 
" for ever all claim to the crown of France ; and, 
^^ that this important article may be expofed to 
" no hazard, the performance is to accompany 
" the promifc. 

" At tbe fame time the fucceffion to the crown 
^^ of France is to he declared, after the death of 
** the prefent Dauphin and his fons, to be in the 
** Duke of Berry and his fons, in the Duke of 
" Orleans and his fons, and fo on to the reft of 
•* the houfe of Bourbon. 

"As to Spain and the Indies ^ the fucceffion to 
^* thofe dominions, after the Duke of Jnjou and 
** his children, is to defcend to fuch prince as 
** fhall be agreed upon at the treaty, for ever ex- 
** eluding the reft of the houfe of Bourbon. 

'* For confirming the renunciations and fettle- 
5* meats before-mentioned, it is further ofFered, 
^ ' " that 
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«* that they (hould be ratified in the moft i 
^* and folemn manner both in France and S^ 
** and that thofe kingdoms, as well as al 
** other powers engaged in the prefcnt war, 
" l^e guarantees to the fame. 

** The nature of this propofal is fuch, tl 
** executes itfelf : the intercft of Spain i& u 
** port it ; and in France, the perfons to ^ 
** that fucceffion is to belong, will be read 
** powerful enough to vindicate their own r 

*^ France ^nd Spain are now more e£Fe£ 
" divided than ever. And thus, by the bl 
•* of God, will a real balance of power be 
'* in Europe, and remain liable to as few 
*' dents as human affairs can be exempted i 

" A treaty of commerce between ihefe 
** doms and France, has been entered upon 
** the exceffive duties laid on fome goods 
^* the prohibitions of others, mak^ it impoffi 
^^ finifh this work fo foon as were to be d 
^^ Care is however taken to eftablifh a metl 
*^ fettling this matter ; and in the mean 
^* provifion is made, that the fame privilege 
'* advantages, as fhall be granted to any oth 
** tion by France, fhall be granted in like 
*^ ner to us. 

« The divifion of the ifland of St. Cir^fi 
'* between us and the French, having bee 
" caufe of great inconveniency and damage 
*' fubje£^s, I have demanded to have an al 
^* cefTion made to me of the whole ifland 
y France agrees to this demand. 



I 
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- ** Oar intcrcft is fo deeply concerned in the 
** trade of North America^ that I have ufed my 
** utmoft endeavours to adjuft that article in the 
■** moft beneficial manner. France confents to 
•* reftorc to us the whole bay and ftreights of 
** Hudfon / to deliver up the ifland of Newfound'* 
•* land^ with Placentia ; and to make an abfolutc 
** ceffion of Annapolis i with the reft of Nova Scotia, 
•* or Accadie : the fafcty of our home trade will 
«* be better provided for, by the demolition of 
*' Dunkirk. 

** Our Mediterranean trade, and the Britijh in- 
** tereft and influence in thofe parrs, will be fc- 
** cured by ^^e poflcfTion of Gibraltar and Port-* 
" Mal)on, with the whole ifland of Minorca, which 
" are offered to remain in my hands. 

" The trade to Spain and the WeJl^Indies may 
*Mn general be fettled, as it was in the time of 
" the late King of Spain, Charles the lid, and a 
*' particular provifion be made, that all advanta- 
**gC8, rights, or privileges, which have been 
"granted,or may hereafter be granted, by Spain 
" to any other nation, fhall be in like manner 
** granted to the fubjefts of Great-Britain. 

" But the part which we have borne in the 
** profecution of this war, eiititling us to fomc 
** diftin£tion in the terms of peace, 1 have infift- 
** cd, and obtained, that the Affiento, or contraft 
** for furnifliing the Spanijb Weft-Indies with ne- 
** grocs, liiallbemadewithus fortheterm of thirty 
** years, in the fame manner as it has been en* 
1* joyed by the French for ten years paft. 
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^* I have not taken upon itie to determii 
**^ interefts of our confederates; thefe mt 
y adjufted in the congrefs Til Utrecht ^ whe 
** beft endeavours fhall be employed, as 
^* have hitherto conftantly been, to procun 
** very one of them all juft and reafonable 
** faftion. In the mean time, I think it 
** to acquaint you, that France offers to ma 
** Rhine the barrier of the empire ; to yiel 
^^ Jacky the fort of Kehl^ and Landau^ and ) 
•* all the fortreffes, both on the other fide .' 
*^ Rhincy and in that river. 

"As to the proteftant intereft in Ge\ 
^* there will be on the part of France no obj 
** to the refettling thereof, on the foot \ 
*' treaty of Wejiphalia. 

" The Spanijb Low Countries may go 
** Imperial Majefty : the kingdoms of Napi 
** Sardinia, the dutchy of Milan, and the 
** belonging to Spain on the coaft of Tt/fcan^ 
*' likewife be yielded by the treaty of pe 
*^ the Emperor. 

*^ As to the kingdom of Sicily, though 
«* remains no difpute concerning the ceflioi 
** by the Duke of Anjou, yet the difpofition 
** of is not yet determined. 

" The intereft of the States-G^neral, wi 
<* fpeft to commerce, are agreed to, as the 
** been demanded by their own minifters. 
*^ the exception only of fome very few fpo 
^^ merchandize j and the entire barrier. 
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'*^ manded by the States in 1709 from France^ 
•* except two or three places at mod. 

** As to thefe exceptions, feveral expedients 
^* are propofcd ; and I make no dc^ubt but this 
** barrier may be fo fettled, as to render that re- 
** publick.perfeftly fecure againft any enterprizc 
** on the part oi' France \ which is the foundation 
** of all my engagements upon this head with the 
^' States. 

" The demands of Portugal depending on the 
** aifpofition of Spain y and that article having 
** been long in difpute, it has not been yet pofli- 
*' ble to make any confidcrable progrefs therein ; 
^^ but my plenipotentiaries will now have an op* 
** portunity to aflift that King in his pretcnfions. 
** Thofe of the King of PruJJla are fuch as, I 
" hope, will admit of little difficulty on the part 
■** of France; and my utmoft endeavours fliall not 
** be wanting to procure all I am able to fo good 
*^anafly. 

" The difference botween the barrier demand- 
** ed for the Duke of Savoy in 1709, and the of- 
^* fers now made by France^ is very inconCdcr- 
*• able : but, that Prince having fo fignally dif- 
^' tinguiflied himfelf in theferviceof the common 
^* caufc^ I am endeavouring to procure for him 
/^* ftill farther advantages. 

** France has confcnted that the Eleftor Pat/j- 

^* tine fliall continue his prefcnt rank among the 

^* Electors, and remain in poffeffion of the upper 

'** Palatinate. 

- Vol. Xn. S *^ The 
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" The cleftoral dignity is Hkewife acl 
** Ijedged in the houfe of Hanover^ accor<H: 
** the article inferted, at that Prince's defii 
** my demands. 

<< And a^ to the reft of the allies, I ma 
** doubt of being able to fecure their fever: 
« tereft$. 

" My Lords and Gentlemen, 

** I have now communicated to you, not 
" the terms of peace, which may, by the i 
" treaty, be obtained for my own fubjeds 
** Hkewife the propofals of France, for fatij 
** our allies. 

** The former are fuch as I have reafon 
** pe£^, to make my people fome amends fo 
** great and unequal burden which they 
*< lain under, through the whole courfe oi 
" war ; and I am willing to hope, ^ that no 
** our confederates, and efpecially thofe to ^ 
*^ fp great acceflions of dominion and powe 
** to accrue by this peace, will envy Britai 
<* {hare in the glory and advantage of it. 

" The latter are not yet fo perfeftly adj 
** as a little more time might have rendered t 
** but the feafon of the year making it nee 
** to put an end to this feflion, I refolved no 
" er to defer communicating thcfe matters t< 

*^ I can make no doubt but you are all 
** perfuaded, that nothing will be iiegle£t< 
** my part, in the progrcfs of the negociatic 
[^ bring the peace to an happy and fpeedy 
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** and I depend on your entire confidence in me, 
*« and your chcarful concurrence with me.'* 

The difcontented party in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, finding the torrent again fl them not to be 
ftemmed, fufpcndcd their oppofition j by which 
means an addrefs was voted, nemine contradicente, 
to acknowledge her Majefty's condefcenfion, to 
cxprefs their fatisfaftion in what (he had already 
done, and to defire Ihe would pleafe to proceed 
with the prefent negociations for the obtaining a 
fpeedy peace. 

During ihefe tranfa£lions at hohie, the Duke 
of Ormond was in a very uneafy fituation at the 
army, employed in praftifing thofe arts which 
perhaps are fitter for a fubtle ncgociator than a 
great commander. But as he had always proved 
his obedience, where courage or conduft could 
be of ufe ; fo the duty he profcfled to his prince^ 
made him fubmit to continue in a ftate of inadli- 
vity at the head of his troops, however contrary 
to his nature, if it were for her Majefty's fervice. 
He had fent early notice to the minifters, that he 
could not depend upon the foreign forces in the 
Queen's pay ; and he now found fome attempts 
were already begun to fcduce them. 

While the courier was expe£ted from Madrid^ 
the Duke had orders to inform the Marefchal de 
Vilhrs of the true (late of this affair j that his 
Grace would have decifive orders in three or four 
days. In the mean time, he defired the Mare- 
fchal would not oblige him to come to any aftion, 
cither to defend himfelf, or tp join with prince 
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Eugene^s army; which he mud neceflarily do, if 
the Prinze were attacked. 

When the courier was arrived with the account, 
that Philip had chofen to accept of Spain^ her 
Majefty had propofed to France a fufpenfion of 
arms for two months (to be prolonged three or 
four,) between the armies now in Flanders y upon 
the following conditions. 

" That, during the fufpenfion, endeavours 
** fliould be ufcd for concluding a general peace; 
** or, at lead, the article for preventing the union 
*^ of France and Spain^ fhould ht punftually cx- 
** ecuted by Philiph renouncing France^ for him- 
** fclf and his pofterity ; and the princes of Bour-^ 
*^ bony in like manner renouncing Spain : and 
** that the town, citadel, and forts of Dunkirk 
*^ ihould be immediately delivered into the 
" Queen's hanili*." Her Majefty at the fame time 
endeavoured to get Cambray for the Dutchj pro- 
vided they would come into the fufpenfion. But 
this was abfolutely rejected by France; w^ich 
that court would never have ventured to do, if rhofe . 
•Allies could have been prevailed on to have a£ied 
.wi'.h fmcerity and opennefs in concert with her 
M.ijefty, as her plenipotentiaries had always dCf 
fired. However, the Queen promifed, that if 
the States would yield to a fufpenfion of arms, 
they (hould have fome valuable pledge put into 
their poffcffion. 

But now frefli intelligence daily arrived, both 
from Utrecht and the army, of attempts to make 
the troops in hex Majefty's pay, defcrt her fcnricc* 

«a4 
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and a defign even of feizing the Briiijb forces, 
was whifpered about^ and with reaibn fufpe£bed» 
"When the Queen's fpeechnvas publifhed in Hoi" 
land^ the Lord Privy-Seal told the Dutch minifter# 
at Utrecht^ ** That what her Majcfty had laid bc- 
•* fore her parliament could not, according to the 
** rules of treaty, be looked on as the utmoft of what 
*• jprawf would yield in the courfe of a negociation^ 
** but only the utmoft of what that crown would 
** propofe, hi order to form the plan of a peace » 
^' that thefe conditions would certainly have beeor 
*' better, if the States had thought fit to have gone 
** hand in band with her Majefty, as fhe had fo fre* 
** qXiently exhorted them to do: that nothing but 
** the want of harmony among the Allies had fpiri- 
•* ted the French to (land out fo long : that the 
•* Queen would do them all the good offices in her 
" power, if they thought fit to comply 5 and did 
** not doubt of getting them reafonable fatisfaftion,, 
' ** both in relation to their barrier and their trade." 
But this reafoning made no impreffion : the Dutch 
tninifters faid, the Queen's fpeech had deprived 
them of the fruits of the war. They were in pain^ 
left Lijle and Tournay might be two of the towns 
to be excepted out of their barrier. The reft of 
the Allies grew angry, by the example of the 
Dutch. The populace in Holland began to be in-- 
flamed : they publickly talked, that Britain had 
betrayed them. Sermons were preached in feve- 
ral towns of their provinces, whether by diredioni 
er connivance, filled with the higheft inftances of 
4ifrcfpe6l to her JSr//^«wV;6 Majcfty^ whom- they 
S J, charg^dl 
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charged as a papift, and an enemy to their coan« 
try. The Lord Pri?y-Seal himfelf believed fome- 
thing extraordinary was in agitation, and that 
bis own perfon was in danger from the fury of the 
people. 

It is certain, that the States appeared, but a 
few days before, very much difpofed to comply 
with the meafures the Queen had taken, and 
would have confented to a general armiftice, if 
Count Zinzendorf J one, of the plenipotentiaries for 
the Emperor, had not, by dire£k orders from his 
court, employed himfelf in fowing jealoufies be- 
tween Britain and the States ; and, at the fame 
time, made prodigious offers to the latter, as well 
as to the miniilers of Prujfta^ the Palatinate^ and 
Hanover^ for continuing the war. That thofe 
three Ele^rs, who contributed nothing, except 
bodies of men, in return of pay and fubfidies, 
ihould readily accept the propofais of the Empe- 
ror, is eafy to be accounted for. What appears 
hardly credible is, that a grave Republick, ufual* 
ly cautious enough in making their bargains, - 
Ihould venture to reje£t the thoughts of a peace 
upon the promifes of the houfe of Aujlria^ the 
little validity whereof they had fo long experien-r 
ced *, and efpecially when they counted upon lo£» 
ing the fupport of Britain^ their moft powerful 
Ally ; but the falfe hopes given them by their 
frieads in England^ of fpme new change in their 
favour, or an imagination of bringing France to 
better ternis by the appearance of refolution, add-9 
cd to the weaknefe or corruption of fomc, who 

admioiftcrcd 
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adminiftered their aiFairs, were the true caufes 
which firfl created, and afterwards inflamed, this 
4intra&able temper among them. 

The Dutch minifters were wholly difconcerted 
€ind furprifed, when the Lord Privy- Seal told 
them, f* That a fufpenfion of arms in the Nether^m 
^* lands would be neccflary j and that the Duke 
^* of Ormond intended very fbon to declare it, af- 
^* tcr he had taken poflTcffion of Dunkirk** But 
his Lordfhip endeavoured to convince them, that 
this incident ought rather to be a motive Cor 
hailening the States into a compliance with her 
Majefty. He likewifc communicated to the mi- 
nifters of the Allies the offers made by France^ as 
delivered in the fp^ech from the throne, which 
her Majefty thought to be fatisfaftory, and hoped 
their m^fters would concur with h<r in bringing 
the peace to a fpeedy conclufion, wherein each, in 
particular, might be aiTured of her bed offices for 
advancing their juft pretenfions. 

In the mean time, the Duke of Ormond was di- 
reif^d to fend a body of troops to take poiTeffion 
gi Dunkirk f as ibon as he fhould havetiotice from 
the Marefchal de Fillars^ that the commandant of 
the tpwn had received orders from his court to 
deliv<;r it \ but the Duke forefaw many difficul- 
ties in the executing this commiffion. He could 
truft fuch an enterprize to no forces, except thofe 
of her Majefty's own fubjefb. He confidered the 
temper of the States in this conjunfiure, and was 
loath to divide a fmall body of men, upon whofe 
fai&fulnefs alone he could depend. He thought 

it 
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it not prudent to expore them to march thr 
the enemy's country, with \irhom there waf 
neither peace nor truce; and he had fuffi 
reafons to apprehend,, that the Dutck wouli 
ther not permit fuch a detachment to 
through thek towns (as themfelres had 
than hinted to him) or would feize thera as 
pafled : befides, the Duke had very fairly i 
fied to Marefchal dt Villarsy that he expcdc 
be deferted by all the foreign troops in herM 
ty's pay, as foon as the armiflice {hould be 
clared ; at which the Marefchal appearing 
tremely difappointed, faid, ^* The King his m 
" reckoned, that all the troops under his gi 
*' command fliould yield to the ceflation ; 
f^ wondered how it fhould come to paft, 
** thofe who might be paid for lying ftill, w 
•« rather choofe, after aten years war, to cnte 
** to the fcrvice of new mafters, under w 
•* they muft fight on for nothing." In (hort 
opinion of Monf. Villars^ was,, that this diffii 
cancelled the promife of furrendering Dutii 
which therefore he oppofed as much as poii 
in the letters he writ to his court. 

Upon the Duke of Orw^/y^s^'s reprefcnting t 
difficulties, the Queen altered her meafures, 
ordered forces to be fcnt from England^ to 
poflefiion of Dunkirk* " The Duke was like 
commanded to. tell the foreign generals in 
Majefty's fervice, how highly fhe would n 
their defertion \ after which, their mafters i 
give up all thoui^brs of auy arrears, either of 
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ot fubfidy. The Lord Privy-Scal fpoke the fam^ 
language at Utrechtj to the fcveral miniftcrs of 
the Allies ; as Mr. Secretary St. John did to thofe 
who refidcd here 5 adding, ** That the proceed- 
"^ ing of the foreign troops would be looked up- 
^* on as a declaration for or againft her Majefty ; 
^* and that, in cafe they defert her fcrvice, (he 
'• would look on herfelf as juftified, before God 
•• and man, to continue her negociation at Ut'^ 
•* recht^ or any other place, whether the Allies 
** concur or not.^ And particularly the Dutch 
Were afiured, " that if their mailers fcduced the 
•• forces hired by the Queen, they n\uft take the 
*• whole pay, arrears, and fubfidies on them- 
*« felves/' 

The Earl of Strafford^ preparing about this 
time to return to Utrechtj with indrudions pro- 
per to tbeprcfent fituation of affairs^ went firft 
to the army, and there informed the Duke of 
Ormond of her Majcfty's intentions. He alfo ac- 
quainted the States' deputies with the Queen's 
uneafincfs, left, by the mcafures they were tak- 
ing, they fliould drive her to extremities, which 
die defired fo much to avoid. He farther repre- 
iented to them, in the plainefi terms, the provo- 
cations her Majefty had received, and the grounds 
and reafons for her prefent condu£l. He like- 
wife declared to the commanders in chief of the 
foreign troops, in the Queen's pay, and in the 
joint pay of Britain and the States, with how 
much furprize her Majefty had heard, ** that 
^ there was the leaft doubt of their obeying the 

<* ordcri 
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** orders of the Duke of Ormond : which, if they 
•^ refufed, her Majefty would efteem it not only 
<< as an indignity and affront^ but as a declaration 
<^ againd her s and, in fuch a cafe, they muft 
** look on themfelves as no farther entitled either 
** to any arrcar, or future pay or fubfidies." 

Six regiments under the command of Mr. 
if/7/, were now preparing to embark, in order to 
take poflcflion of Dunkirk; and the Duke of 
Ormond^ upon the iirft intelligence fent him, 
that the French were ready to deliver the town, 
was to declare he could aft no longer againft 
France. The Queen gave notice immediately of 
her proceedings to the States. She let them 
plainly know, " That their perpetual caballing 
V with her faftious fubjefts, agaiiift her authori^ 
** ty, had forced her into fuch meafures, as o- 
•* therwife (he would not have engaged in. How- 
<^ ever, her Majefty was willing yet to forget all 
M that had pafled, and to unite with them in the 
*' ftriftcfl ties of amity, which flic hoped they 
^* would now do ; fince they could not but be 
*' convinced, by the late dutiful addrefTes of both 
^' Houfes, how far their High Mightinefles had 
** been deluded, and drawn in as inftruments to 
^* ferve the turn, and gratify the paflions, of a 
<« difaffeftcd party : that their oppoGtion^ and 
** want of concert with her Majefty's minifters, 
** which fhe had fo often invited them to, had 
*^ encouraged France to except towns- out of their 
** barrier, which othcrwife might have been yidd^ 
** cd ; that, however, flie had not precluded tbcmi 
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** or any other Ally, from demanding more j and 
** even her oWn terms were but conditional, up- 
'* on fuppofitioti of a general peace to enfue : 
** tliat her Majefty refolved to adl upon the plan 
** laid down in her fpeechi'Vand fhe repeated 
the promife of her beft offices to promote the in- 
tereft of the. States, if they would deal fincerely 
with her. 

Some days before the Duke of Ormo^d hzd no- 
tice, that orders were given for the furrender of 
Dunkirk, prince Eugene of Savoy fent for the ge- 
nerals of the Allies, and aiked them feverally, 
whether, in cafe the armies feparated, they would 
march with him, or flay with the Duke ? All of 
them, except two, who commanded but fmall 
bodies, agreed to join with the Prince 5 who 
thereupon, about three days after, fent the Duke 
word, that he intended to march the following 
day (as it was fuppofed) to befiege Landrecy, 
The Duke returned an anfwer, " That he was 
" furprifed at the Prince's meflage, there having 
** been not the leaft previous concert with him, 
" nor any mention in the meflage, which way, 
" or upon what defign, the march was intended ; 
** therefore, that the Duke could not refolvc to 
*^ march with him 5 much lefs could the Prince 
•* expeft affiftance from the Queen's army, in a- 
•* ny defign undertaken after this manner/' The 
Duke told this beforehand, that he (the prince) 
might take his meafures accordingly, and not at- 
tribute to her Majefty's general any mijjfortune 
tbat might happen# 

Otv 
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On the fixtcenth of July^ N. S. the fcvcral gc* 
ncrals of the Allies joined Prince Eugenes army^ 
and began their march) after taking leave of the 
Duke and the Earl of Strafford^ whofc expoftular 
tions could not prevail on them to (lay ; although 
the latter aflured them, that the Queen had 
made neither peace nor truce with France^ and 
that her forces would now be left expofed to the 
enemy. 

The next day after this famous defertion, the 
Duke of Ormond received a letter from Monf. de 
Villars, with an account, that the town and cita- 
del of Dunkirk (hould be delivered to Mr. HilL 
Whereupon a ccflation of arms was declared, by 
found of trumpet, at the head of the Britijh ar- 
my ; which now confided only of about eighteen 
thoufand men, all of her Majefty's fubje£lS| ex- 
cept the Holjteiners and Count Wallis*$ dragoons. 
With this fmall body of men the general begao 
lis march, and, purfuant to orders from courti 
'retired towards the fea, in the manner he 
thought mod convenient for the Qjieen's fervice. ' 
When he came as far as Flines, he was told bf 
fome of his officers, that the commandants of 
Bouchairiy Douayy Ltjle^ and Tournay^ had refufed 
them paflage through thofe towns, or even liberty 
of entrance, and faid it was by order of theif 
mafters. The Duke immediately recollefledy 
that when the deputies firft heard of his reibiu- 
'tion to withdraw his troops, they told him they 
hoped he did not intend to march through any of 
their towns. This made him conclude, that the 

orders 
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orders muft be general, and that his army wou]<t 
certainly meet with the fame treatment which his 
officers had done. He had likewife, before the 
armies feparated, received information of fomc 
defigns that concerned the fafety, or at lead the 
freedom of his own perfon, and, (which he much 
more valued) that of thofc few Britijh troops en* 
trufted to his care. No general was ever more 
truly or defervedly beloved by his foldiers, who, 
to a man, were prepared to factifice their lives in 
his fervice^ and whofe refcntments were raifed to 
the utmoft, by the ingratitude, as they termed it, 
of their deferters. 

Upon thefe provocations, he laid adde aH 
thoughts of returning to Dunkirk^ and began to 
■confider how he might perforpi, in fo difficult a 
<:onjun£lure, fomething important to the Queen, 
and at the fame time find a fecure retreat for his 
Ibrces. He formed -his plan, without communi- 
xrating it to any perfon whatfoever; and the dif- 
poficion of the army being to march towards 
IVarmtofij in the way to Dunkirk^ he gave fud- 
den orders to lieutenant-general Cadogatij to 
change his route, according to the military phrafe, 
and move towards Orchies^ a town leading dired):-' 
Jy to <ihent. 

When Prince Eugene and the States' deputies 
xeceived news of the Duke's motions, they 
were alarmed to the utmoft degree, and fent 
Count Naffauy of Wordenburg^ to the general's 
-camp near Orchies, to excufe what had been done, 
-and to aDffure his Grace, that thofe commandants, 

VoL.XIL T who 
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Who had rcfufcd paflage to his officers, had a£ted 
wholly without orders. ^ Count Hemp/ecky one of 
the Dutch generals, came likewife to the Duke 
•with the fame (lory ; but all this made little im* 
preffion on the general, who held on his march, 
and on the twenty-third of July, N. S. entered 
Ghent, where he was received, with great fub- 
miffion, by the inhabitants, and took poffcflion 
of the town, as he likewife did of Bruges, a few 
days after. 

The Duke of Ormond thought, that confider- 
jng the pfefent difpofition of the States towards 
Britain, it might be neceffary for the Queen to 
have fome pledge frotn that republic in her hands, 
as well as from France, by which means her Ma- 
jefty would be empowered to ac): the part that 
bcft became her, of beii>g mediator at leaft : that 
while Ghent was in the Queen's hands, no pro- 
vifions could pafs the Scheld or the Lis without 
her permiffion, by which he had it ip his power- 
to ftarve their army. The poffeffion of thefc 
towns might likewife teach the Dutch iand Impe- 
ria/i/fs, to preferve a degree of decency and ciri- 
lity to her Majefty, which both of them were, 
upon fome occaGons, too apt to fbrget; tittd bc- 
fides, there was already in the townof Ghent, 2 
battalion of Britijb troops, and a detachment of 
five hundred men in the citadel, together with a 
great quantity of ammiinition-ftorcs for the fer- 
>ice of the war, which would certainly have been 
fcized or embezzled ; fo that no fervice could be 
more feafonablc or ullpful in the prcfent junAo/e 
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thsiH, this; which the Queen highly appfOTed, 
and left the Duke a difcretionary power to a£t as 
he thought fit, on any future emergency. 

I have a little intercepted the order of time, 
in relating the Duke of Ormondes proceedings, 
who, after h saving placed a garrifon at Bruges^ 
and fent 4 fupply of men and ammunition to 
Dunkirk^ retired to Ghtnty where he continued 
fome months till he had leave to return to Eng-- 
hnd. 

Upon the arrival of colonel Difney to court, 
with an account that; Mr. Hill had taken po^ef- 
fion of Dunkirkj an univerfal joy fpread over 
tl>€ kingdom, this event being looked on as the 
certain forerunner of a peace : befides, the French 
faith was in fo ill a reputation among us, that 
snany perfons, otherwife fanguine enough, could 
never bring themfelves to believe, that the town 
would be delivered, till certain intelligence came 
that it was a^ualfy in our hands. Neither 
were the minifters themfelves altogether at eafe, 
or free from fufpicion, whatever countenance 
they made : for they knew very well, that the 
French king had many plauGble reafons to elude 
his proqi^e, if he found caufe to repent it ; one 
condition of furrenderi ng Dunkirk^ being a^ ge- 
neral arouftice of all the troops in the Brit'tjb 
pay, which her Majcfty was not able to^perform; 
and, upon this failure, the Marefchal de Villars 
(as we have before related) endeavoured to dif« 
iuade his court from accepting the conditions: 
smd in the v^ry intervalj while thofe difSculties 
T 2 were 
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were adjufting, the Marefchal de HuxeUes^ one of 
the French plenipotentiaries at Utrecht (whofe in- 
clinations, as well . as thofe of his colkaguej 
Monf. Mefnagefj led him to favour the States 
more than Britain) aflured the Lord Privy-Seal, 
that the Dutch were then preffing to enter into 
feparate meafures with his mailer : and his lord- 
fhip, in a vifit to the Abbe de Po/ignac, obferv- 
ing a perfon to withdraw as he entered the Abbe's 
chamber, was told by this minifter, that the per- 
fon he faw was one Moleduj of Amjlerdaniy men- 
tioned before, a famous agent for the States with 
France^ who had been entertaining him (the 
Abbe) upon the fame fubjefl: 5 but that he had re- 
fufed to treat with Moleauy without the privity 
of Englafid, 

Mr. Harleyy whom we mentioned above to have 
been font early in the fpring to Utrecht y continu- 
ed longer in Holland than was at firft cxpefted ; 
but having received her Majefty^s farther inftmc- 
tions, was aflbtit this time arrived at Hanover. 
It was the misfortune of his £le£toFal Higfanefs, 
to be very ill ferved by Monf. Bothmar^ his envoy 
here, who affifted at all the factious meetings of 
the difcontcnted party, and deceived his matter 
by a falfe reprefentation of the kingdom, drawn 
from the opinion of thofe to whom he confined 
his converfation. There was likewife at the E- 
le£lor*s court a little Frenchman, without any me- 
rit or confequence, called Robithan, who, by the 
aiE'ftafice and encouragement of the late milii- 
ftry, had infinuated himfelf into fome .degree o£ 

that 
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that prince's &vour, which he ufed in giving bis 
mailer the worft impreiBoDS he was able, of thofe 
whom the Queen employed in her fcrvice ; infi« 
nuatingj that the prefent minifters were not in 
the iatereft of his Highnefs's family ^ that their 
Tiews were towards the Pretender 5 that they 
were making an unfecure and diflionourable 
peace; that the weight of the nation was againil 
them ; and that it was impoffible for them to pre- 
ferve much longer their credit or power. 

The Earl Rivers had^ in the foregoing years, 
been fent to Hffn$vcry in order to undeceive tlic 
Ele^er, and remove whatever prejudices might 
be infufed into his Highnefs, againft her Maje- 
fly's proceedings } but it fhould feem, that he had 
no very great fuccefs in his negociation : for foon 
after his return to England, Monf. Botbmar^s 
memorial appeared, in the manner I have alrea- 
dy related, which difcovered the fentiments of 
his Electoral Highnefe (if they were truly repre- 
fented in that memorial) to differ n Jc a little from 
thofe of the Queen. Mr. Harley was therefore 
dirc&edi to take the firft o|^ortunity of fpeaking 
to the Eleftor in private, to affure him, ** That 
^ although her Majefty had thought herfclf juft- 
<* ly provoked, by the conduft of his mini fter, 
^ yet fuch was her afFe£lion for his Highnefs, 
^ and concern for the interefts of his family, 
*< that inftead of fhewing the lead mark of re- 
?* fentment, fhe had chofen to fend him (Mr. 
•* Harley) fully inftrufted to open her defigns, 
^ a&d Ihcw his Highncfe the real intcreft of Bri^ 
T 3 " tain. 
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" tiin^ in the prefent conjtinfturc." Mr. Harley 
was to give the Eleftor a true account of what 
had pafled in England^ during the firft part of 
this feffion of parliament ; to expofe to his High- 
Tiefs the weaknefs of thofe with whom his mini- 
fter had confultcd, and under whofe direflions 
he had a£ied \ to convince him how much lower 
that fadion mud become, when a peace fhould 
be concluded, and when the natural ftrcngth of 
the kingdom, difmcumbcrcd from the burthen of 
the war, fhould be at liberty to exert itfeif ; to 
fliew him how his intereft in the fucceffion was 
facrificed to that of a party \ that his Hi^nefs 
had been hitherto a friend to both fides, but that 
the meafures taken by his minifters, had tended 
only to fet him at the head of one, in oppofition 
to the other ; to explain to the JElcftor, how fully 
the fafety of Europe was provided for, by the plan 
of peace in her Majefty's fpcech ; and how little 
reafon thofe would appear to have, who complain- 
. ed the loudeft of this plan, if it were compared 
cither with our engagements to them when we be- 
gan the war, or with their performances in the 
courfe of it. 

Upon this occafion, Mr. Harley was to obfcrvc 
to the Eleftor, " That it fhould rather be won- 
" dtred at, how the Queen had brought France 
" to offer fo much, than yet to offer no more ; 
'* becaufe, as foon as ever it appeared that her 
** ivlajcfty would be at the head of this treaty, 
*^ and that the interefts of Britain were to be 
** provided for, fuch endeavours were ufcd to 

"break 
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** break off the ncgoftiation, as are hardJy to be 
** paralleled; and the difunion thereby created 
** among the allies, had given more opportuni- 
** ties to the enemy, of being flow in their con- 
*^ ceflions, than any other meafures might pofS- 
** bly have done : that this want of concert a- 
** mong the allies, could not in any fort be im- 
** puted to the Queen, who had all along invited 
** them to it with the grcateft earneflnefs, as the 
-" fureft means to bring France to reafon : that 
*• fhe had always, in a particular manner, preff- 
** cd the States-General to come into the ftri£l- 
" eft union with her, and opened to them her in- 
*• tentions with the greateft freedom 5 but find- 
^' ing, that inftead of concurring with her Ma« 
** jefty, they were daily carrying on intrigues to 
*• break off the negociation, and thereby deprive 
** her of the advantages flie might juftly expeA 
«* from the enfuing peace, having no other way 
** left, fhe was forced to aft with France as fhe 
••did, by herfelf: that, however, the Queen had 
** not taken upon herfelf to determine the inte- 
'• refts of the allies, who were at liberty of in- 
** filling on farther pretenlions, wherein her Ma- 
" jefty would not be wanting to fupport them, 
'* as far as fhe was able, and improve the con* 
** cefllions already made by France: in which cafe, 
•* a good underftanding and harmony among the 
•* confederates, would yet be of the greateft ufc, 
** for making the enemy more traftable and 
« cafy.^ 
I have been more particular, in reciting the 

fubftance 
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fubflance of Mr. Harle/sin^ruSdonSy bcxaufe it 
will ferve as a recapitulation of what I hive al- 
ready faid upon this fubjcdl, and feems to fet her 
Majedy^s intentions^ and proceedings at this time^ 
in the cleared light. 

After the ced*ation of arms declared by the 
Duke of Ormonde upon the delivery of Dunkiri^ 
the Brittfi plenipotentiaries very eamefUy prcff- 
cd thofe of Holland to come into a general armi- 
ftice ; for if the whole confederacy a&ed in con- 
jun&ioni this would certainly be the beft itxeans 
for bringing the common enemy toxeafbnable 
terms of peace : but the States^ deluded by the 
boundlefs promifes of Count Z%n%eniorfy and the 
undertaking talent of Prince Eugtru^ who dread«« 
fd the concluGon of the war, as the period of his 
glory, would not hear of a cefiation. The lofs 
ef eighteen thoufand Britons was not a diminu- 
tion of weight in the balance of fuch an ally as 
the Emperor, and fuch a general as the prince. 
Befides, they looked upon themfelves to be ftill 
fuperior to France in the field ; and although their 
computation was certainly right, in point of num- 
ber, yet, in my opinion, the condufion drawn 
jrom it, was grounded upon a great mi.ftake. I 
have been afiured, by feveral perfons of our own 
country, and fome foreigners of the firft rank^ 
both for (kill and ftatioua in arms, that in moflr 
vi£kories obtained in the prefent war, the Brtttfb 
troops were ever employed in the poft of danger 
and honour, and ufually began the attack (beings 
aiUowod to be Aaturally more fearleft tbaitdie 

people 
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people of 9ny other conntry) by which they were 
not only an example of courage to the rcft^ but 
mud be acknowledged, without partiality^ to 
have governed the fortune of the day : fince it is 
known enough, how fmall a part of an army is 
generally engaged in any battle. It may like- 
wife be added, that nothing is of greater moment 
in war, than opinion. The French^ by their fre- 
quent loifes, which they chiefly attributed to the 
courage of our men, believed that a Britijb 
general, at the head of Britijh troops^ was not to 
be overcome ; and the Marefchal de Villars was 
quickly fenfible of the advantage he had got ; for, 
in a very few days after the defertion of the al*. 
lies, happened the Earl of Albemarle* s difgrace at 
Denain, by a feint of the Marefchal's, .and a ma« 
nifeft failure fomcwhere or other, both of cou- 
rage and condu£i' on the fide of the confederates. 
The blame of which, was equally (hared between 
Prince Eugene and the Earl ; although it is cer- 
tain, the Duke of Ormond gave the latter timely 
warning of his danger, obferving he was neither 
entrenched as he ought, nor provided with bridges 
fufficient for the fituation he was in, and at fuch 
a diftance from the main army. 

The Marquis de Torcy had likewife the fame 
fentiments, of what mighty confequence thofe 
few Brittfb battalions were to the confederate ar- 
my ; fince he advifed his mafter to deliver up 
Dunkirk^ although the Queen could not perform 
the, condition underftood, which was a cefiation 
of arms of all the foreign forces in her pay.. 

It 
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It muft be owned, that Monf. dt Torcy tnsulc 
great merit of this confidence that his mafter 
placed in the Queen ; and obfenring her Majefty's 
difpleafure againft the Dutch^ on account of their 
late proceedings* endeavoured to inflame it with 
aggravations enow; infinuating, that fince the 
States had adied fo ungratefully, the Queen fliould 
let her forces join with thofe of France^ in order 
to compel the confederates to a peace. But al« 
though this overture was very tenderly hinted 
from the French court, her Majefly he^d it with 
the utmofl abhorrence *, and ordered her fiscreta* 
ry, Mr. Su John, (created about this time Vif- 
count Bolinghrohe) to tell Monf. de Torcy^ ** That 
<^ no provocations whatever ihould tetnpt her to 
<* diflrefs ber allies ; but (he would endeavour to 
*< bring them to reafon by fair meass» or leave 
<* them to their owa condufl : that if the former 
<* fhould be found impra£licable, ihe would then 
<* make her own peace, arui content herlelf wiik 
<^ doing the ofEce of a mediator between both 
*' parties : but if the States fhould^ at zttji dme^ 
*' come to a better mind, and fuffer their mi&i^ 
*^ fters to zOl in conjun£kion with her's^ ihc 
<' would affert their juft intereftsto the utmofk^ 
*' and make no farther progtefs in any trea- 
" ty with France^ until thofe allies received 
'< all reafonable fatis&£kion, both as to theic bar* 
** rier and their trade.** The Briti/b plenipoten^ 
tiaries were dire£led to give the fame aflurancei 
to the Dutch minifters at Utrecht ^ and withal to 
let them knowj *< That the Queen W43 deter^ 

«« mincd^ 
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** minedj by their late conduft, to make peacci 
** either with or -without them ; but would much 
** rather choofc the former." 

There was, however, one advantage which hcf 
Majefty rcfolVed to make by this defcaion of her 
foreigners. She had been led, by the miftaken 
politics of fonie years paft, to involye herfelf in 
fev^ral guaranties with the princes of the North, 
ivhich were, in feme fort, contr^di^iory to one 
another ; but this condu£t of theirs wholly annul- 
led all fuch engagements, and left her at liberty to 
interpofe iii the affairs of thofe parts of Europe, 
in fiicb a manner as would heft ferve the intereils 
of her own kingdoms, as well as that of the pro- 
teftarft religion, and fettle a due balance of power 
in the North. 

The grand article for preventing the union of 
France and Spain, was to be executed during a 
ccflation of arms. But many difficulties arifing 
about that, and fome other points of great im- 
portance to the common caufe, which could not 
"cafily'be adjufted, cither between the French and 
Britijh plenipotentiaries at Utrecht, or by corre- 
j^ftdence between Monf. de Torcy and the mi- 
niftiy herej the Queen took the refolution of 
lending the Lord Vifcount Bolhgbrcke immedi- 
diately to France, fully inftrudicd in all her in- 
tentions, and authorifed to negociate every thing 
«cceflfary for fettling the treaty of peace in fuch 
« oodrfe, as might bring it to a happy and fpeedy 
conclufion. He was empowered to agree to a 
general fufpenfion of arms, by fea and land, be- 
tween 
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tween Great Britain^ France and Spain^ to conti« 
nue for four months^ or until the conclufion of the 
peace \ provided France and Spain would previ- 
oufly give pofitive aflurances to make good the 
terms demanded Isy her Majelly for the Duke of 
Savoy y and would like wife adjuft and determine 
the forms of the feveral renunciations to be made 
by both thofe crowns, in order to prevent their 
being ever united. The Lord Bolingbrohe was 
likewife autborifed to fettle fome differences re- 
lating to the Ele£tor of Bavaria^ for whofe inte- 
refts France was not fo much concerned as her 
Majefty was for thofe of the Duke of Savoy; to 
explain all doubtful articles which particularly 
related to the advantages of Britain ; to know the 
real ultimation, as it is termed, of France upoa 
the general plan of peace j and laftly, to cut off 
all hopes from that court, of ever bringing the 
Queen to force her allies to a difadvantageous 
peace; her Majefty refohing to impofe no fcheme 
at all upon them, or to debar them from the li- 
berty of endeavouring to obtain the beft condi- 
tions they could. 

The Lord Bolingbrohe went to France in the 
beginning of Auguft^ was received at court with 
particular marks of diftin£iion and refpeA } and, 
in a very few days, by his ufual addrcfs and abi- 
lity, performed every part of his commiflion, ex- 
tremely to the Queen's content, and his own ho- 
nour. He returned to England before the end 
of the month j but Mr. Priory who went along 
with him, was left behind, to adjuft whatever 

differencet 
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differences might remain^ or arife between the 
two crowns. 

In the mean time the general conferences at 
Utrechtj which for feveral weeks had been let 
fall, fince the delivery of Dunkirk^ were now re* 
fumed. But the Dutch (lill declaring againft a 
fufpenfion of arms, and rcf cling to accept the 
Queen's fpccch as a plan to negociate upon, there 
was no progrefs mp.de for feme time in tiie great 
work of the peace. Whereupon the Briijh ple- 
nipotentiaries told thofc of the iSfates, *' That if 
" the Queen's endeavours could not procure more 
" than the contents of lier fpeech, 01 if the French 
** fhould ever fall fliort of what was there offer- 
^* ed, the Dutch could blame none but themfelves, 
" who, by their condudl, had rendered things 
" difBcult, that would otherwife have been eafy." 
However, her Majefty thought it prudent to keep 
-the States ftill in hopes of her good oflices, to pre- 
sent them from taking the dcfperate courfe of 
leaving themfclves wholly at the mercy oi France: 
nvhich was an expedient they formerly praflifed, 
find which a party among them was now inclin- 
ed to advife. 

Whilft the congrefs at Utrecht remained in 
this ina£live ftate, the Queen proceeded to per- 
fc£t that important article for preventing the u- 
nion of France and ^am. It was propofed and 
Accepted, that Philip fhould renounce France y for 
himfelf and hispofterity ; and that the moft Chri- 
lllan King, and all the pi inces of his blood, (hould^ 
in the like manner, renounce ^ain* 

-Vol. XII. U It 
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It mufl be confefled, that this projefk of re- 
nunciation lay under a great difreputc, by tbc 
former praftices of this very king, Lewis XIV. 
purfuant to an abfurd notion among many in 
that kingdom, of a divine right, annexed to proxi- 
mity of blood, not to be controlled by any hu- 
man law. 

But it is plain, the French thcmfelves had re- 
courfe to this method, after all their infractions 
of it, fince the Pjrenean treaty; for the firft dau- 
phin, in whom the original claim was veiled, re- 
nounced, for himfelf and his eldeft fon, which 
opened the way to Philips Duke of Anjou ; who 
would however hardly have fucceedcd, if it had 
not been for the will made in his favour by the 
lad king, Charles 11. 

It is indeed hard to rcfleft, with any patience, 
upon the unaccountable ftupidity of the princes 
• of Europe for fome centuries pad, who left a pro- 
bability to France of fucceeding in a few ages to 
all their dominions ; whilft, at the fame time, 
no alliance with that kingdom could be of ad- 
vantage to any prince, by reafon of the Salique 
law. Should not common prudence have taught 
every fovercign in Chriflendom to enadi a Salique 
law, with refpeft to France i for want of vi^hicb, 
it is almod a miracle, that the Bourbon family 
hath not pofTefled the univerfal monarchy, by 
right of inheritance ? When the French aflert, a 
proximity of blood gives a divine right, as fome 
of their minifters, who ought to be more wife or 
honed, have lately advanced in this very cafe, to 

tho 
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the title of Spain ; do they not, by allowing a 
French fucccffion, make their own kings ufur- 
pers ? Or, if the Salique law be divine, is it not 
of univerfal obligation, and confcqucntly of force, 
to exclude France from inheriting by daughters ? 
Or, laftly, if that law be of human inftitutioHj 
may it not be enafted in any (late, with what- 
ever extent or limitation the Icgiflature ftiall 
think fit? For the notion of an unchangeable hu- 
man law is an abfurdity in government, to be be- 
lieved only by ignorance, and fupported by power. 
From hence it follows, that the children of the 
late Queen of France, although flic had renoun- 
ced, were as legally excluded from fuccceding 
to Spain, as if the Salique law had been funda- 
mental in that kingdom ; (incc that cxclufion was 
eftablilhed by every power in Spai/i, which could 
poflibly give a fanftion to any law there ; and 
therefore, the Duke of jinjou's title is wholly 
founded upon the bequeft of his predeccflbr, 
{which hath great authority in that monarchy, 
as it formerly had in ours), upon the confirma- 
tion of the Cortes, and the general confent of 
the people. 

It is certain, the faith of princes is fo frequent- 
ly fubfenrient to their ambition, that renunciati- 
ons have little validity, otherwife than from the 
powers and parties whofe imereft it is to fupport 
them. But this renunciation which the Queen 
hath cxaSed from the French king and his grand* 
fon, I take to be armed with all the efiential 
circumdances that can fortify fuch an a£t. For 
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as it 18 neceflary, for the fecurity of every prince 
in Europe^ that thofe two great kingdoms fhould 
never be united ; fo the chief among them will 
readily confent to be guarantees for preventing 
fuch a misfortune. 

Befides, this propofal (according to her Ma- 
jefty*s expreflion in her fpeech) is of fuch a na- 
ture, that it executes itfelf ; becaufe the Spaniardsi 
"who dread fuch an union, for every reafon that 
can have weight among men, took care that their 
King fhould not only renounce in the mod folemn 
manner ; but likcwife, that the a£l fliould be 
framed in the ftrongeft terms themfelves could 
invent, or we could furnifli them with. As to 
Franccy upon fuppofal of the young Dauphin's 
dying in a few years, that kingdom will not be 
in a condition to engage in a long war againft a 
powerful alliance, fortified with the addition of 
the SpaniordSf and the party of the Duke of Ber^ 
ry^ or whoever clfe fliall be next claimer ; and. the 
longer the prefent Dauphin lives, the weaker 
mult PA/7//>'s intereft be in France ; becaufe the 
Princes, who are to fucceed by this renunciation, 
w ill have moft power and credit in the kingdom^ 

The mifchicfs occafioned by the want of a good 
underflanding between the Allies, efpecially Bri' 
tain and Hollaiidy were raifed every, day; the 
French taking the advantage, and raifing difficuU 
ties, not only upon the general plan of peace, 
but likewifc upon the explanation of fcvcral ar- 
ticles in the proje£ted treaty between them and 
her Majclty : They infifted to have Liflcy as the c- 

quivalent 
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qmvzlent for Dunkirk ; and demanded Tournay, 
Maubeugff and Condcy for the two or three towns 
mentioned in the Queen's fpcech; which the 
Britijb plenipotentiaries were fo far froni allow- 
ing, that they refufcd to confer with thofe of 
France upon that foot \ although, at the fame time, 
the former had frefh apprehenfions that the Dutch^ 
in a fit of defjpair, would accept whatever terms 
the enemy pleafed to offer, and, by precipitating 
their own peace, prevent her Majefty from ob- 
taining any advantage, both for her allies and 
berfelf. 

It is mod certain,^ that the repeated loflfes fuf- 
fered by the States, in little more than two months= 
after they had withdrawn themfclves from the 
Queen's affiftance, did wholly difconcert their 
counfels *, and their prudence (as it is ufual) be-' 
gan to forfake them, with their good-fortune. 
They were fo weak as to be ftill deluded by their 
friends in Englandy who continued to give them 
hopes of fbme mighty and immediate refource 
from hence ^ for when the Duke of Ormond had? 
been about a month in Ghenty he received a let- 
ter from the Marefchskl de Villars^ to inform hini^ 
Aat the Dutch generals taken at Denain, had 
told the Marefchal publicly, of a fudden revolu- 
lion expe£ied in Britain i that particularly ih& 
Earl oi AlSitnarle and Monf. Itompejch difcourfecf 
'very freely of it, and that nothing was more com* 
monly talked of in Holland. It was then likewife 
confidently reported in Ghenti- that the Queea 
was dead v and- we all remember what ruihouf 
U 3;. ftevr 
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flew about here at the very fame time, a8 if her 
Majefty's health were in a bad condition. 

Whether fuch vain hopes as thefe gave fpirit 
to the Dutch ; whether their frequent misfortunes 
made them angry and fullen j whether they ftill 
expedled to over- reach us by fome private (lipu- 
lations with France^ through the mediation of the 
Ele£lor of Bavaria y as that Prince afterwards 
gave out ; or whatever elfe was the caufe, they 
utterly rcfufed a ceiTation of arms ; and made 
not the leaft return to all the advances and invi- 
tations made by her Majefty, until the clofe of 
the campaign. 

It was then the States firft began to view their 
affairs in another light.; to confider how little 
the vaft promifes of Count Zinzendorf vrttQ to be 
relied on ; to be convinced that France was not 
difpofed to break with her Majefty, only to grati- 
fy their ill-humour, or unreafonable demands \ 
to difcovcr that their faftious correfpondents on 
this fide the water, had fliamefuUy mifled them \ 
that fome of their own principal towns grew 
heartily weary of the war, and backward in their 
loans ; and, laftly; that Prince Eugene^ their new 
general, whether his genius or fortune had left 
him, was not for their turn. They, therefore, 
diredJed their minifters at Utrecht to fignify to 
the Lord Privy-Seal and the Earl of Strafford^ 
«^ That the States were difpofed to comply with 
«* her Majefty, and to dcfire her good offices with 
** France : particularly, that Tournay and Condi 
*^ might be left to them as part of their Barrier, 

<* without 
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«* without which they could not be fafe : That 
** the Eledlor of Bavaria might not be fuffered 
** to retain any town in the Netherlands^ which 
** would be as bad for Holland as if thofe places 
" were in the hands of France : Therefore the 
" States propofed, that Ltixemhotirgy Namur^ 
" Charleroyj and Nieuport^ might be delivered to 
" the Emperor. Laflly, That the French might 
** not infift on excepting the four fpecies of goods 
« out of the TarifFof 1664 : That if her Majefly 
•* could prevail with France to fatisfy their ^Maf- 
** ters on thefe articles, they would be ready to 
•* fubmit in all the reft." 

When the Queen received an account of this 
good difpofition in the States-General, imme- 
diately orders were fcnt to Mr. Priory to inform 
the minifters of the French court, ** That her 
•* Majefty had now feme hopes of the Dutch 
•* complying with her meafures ; and therefore 
** flic refolved, as ftie had always declared, when- 
** ever thofe Allies came to themfelves, not to 
** make the peace without their reafonable fatis- 
•« faftion." The difficulty that moft preiTed, was 
about the difpofal of Tournay and Conde. The 
Dutch infifl;ed ftrongly to have both ; and the 
jPrench were extremely unwilling to part with 
either. 

■ The Queen judged the former would fuffice, 
for completing the barrier of the States. Mr. 
Prior was therefore direfted to prefs the Marquis 
de Torcy efFeftually on this head, and to termi- 
nate all that minifter's objeftions, by affuring him 

of 
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of her Majefty's refolutions to appear opcnl 
the Gdc of the Dutch, if this demand wererei 
It was thought convenient to aft in this rcl 
manner with France, whofc late fuccefs a] 
Holland, had taught the minifters of the 
Chriftian King to refume their old imp< 
manner of treating with that republick ; to ^ 
they were farther encouraged by the ill u 
{landing between her Majefty and the Allie 

This appeared from the refult of an idle 
rel that happened^ about the end of ^ugu 
Utrecht, between a French and a Dutch pic 
tcntiary, Monf. Mefnager and Count Rechi 
wherein the court of i^r^fwr^ demanded fuch j 
fubmijGTions, and with fo much haughtine 
plainly (hewed they were pleafed with any 
fion of mortifying the Dutch. 

BeGdes^ the politicks of the French T2n atthi 
Tcry oppofitc to thofe of Britain : They th 
the minifters here durft not meet the parlis 
without a peace j and that, therefore, her M 
would either force the States to comply 
France, by delivering up Toumay, which wa 
principal point in difpute, or would finifli he 
peace with France and Spain, leaving a fi«ed 
for Holland to refufe or accept the terms \m 
on them. But the Queen, who thought tl 
mand of Tournay by the States to 1)« very i 
fary and juft, was determined to infift up 
and to declare openly againft France, rather 
fuffer her Ally to want a place fo ufefi 
their barrier. And Mr. Pri?r was ordered I 
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nify this refolution of her Majefty to Monf. de 
Torcy^ in cafe that Minifter could not be other- 
wife prevailed on. 

The Britijh plenipotentiaries did likewife, at 

the fame time, exprefs to thofe of Hollandy her 

Majefty's great fatisfaftion, that the States were at 

laft difpofed to aft in confidence with her : ** That 

. " flie wifhed this refolution had been fooner taken, 

** fince nobody had gained by the delay, but the 

" French King ; that, however, her Majefty did 

j '^ not queftion the procuring a fafe and honour- 

} ** able peace, by united counfels, reafonable de- 

*^ mands, and prudent meafures ; that flie would 

** aflift them in getting whatever was neceflary to 

I *' their barrier, and in fettling, to their fatisfac- 

f " tion, the exceptions made by France out of the 

' *' Tariff of 1664; that no other difficulties rc- 

I" mained of moment to retard the peace, fincc 
" the Queen had obtained Sicily for the Duke of 
" Savoy ; and, in the fettlement of theZ,<?w-Cw/w- 
^* triesy would adhere to what fhe delivered from 
" the throne : That as to the Empire, her Majefty 
" heartily wifticd their Barrier as good as could 
" be defired ^ but that we were not now in cir- 
" cumftances to expeft every thing exaftly ac- 
I ^ cording to the fcheme of Holland .-^ France had 
" already offered a great part, and the Queen did 
** not think the remainder worth the continuance 
*' of the war/' 

Her Majefty conceived the peace in fo much 
forwardnefs, that flie thought fit, about thistimq, 
to nominate the Duke qf Hamilton and the Lord 

LePiin^tofh 
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Lexington for ambaffadors in France and Spain^At 
receive the renunciations in both courts, and ad- 
juft matters of commerce. 

The Duke was preparing for his journey, whec 
he was challenged to a duel by the Lord Mohun, 
a perfon of infamous chara£ter. He killed hi^ 
adverfary upon the fpot, though he himfelf receif' 
cd a wound ; and, weakened by the lofs of blood; 
as be was leaning in the arms of his fecond, wai 
moft barbaroufly dabbed in the breaft by lieute* 
nant-general Macartney ^ who was fecond to Lore 
Mohun^ He died a few minutes after in th< 
field, and the murderer made his efcapc. I though 
fo furprifing an event might deferve barely to b 
related, although it be fomething foreign to m; 
fubjea. 

The Earl of Strafford j who had come to Bng 
land in laft, in order to give her Majcli; 

an account of the difpofition of aii'airs in /z;^ 
landy was now returning with her laft inflruciions 
to let the Dutch minifter know, " That iam« 
*' points would probably meet with difficukie 
** not to be overcome, which once might havebeei 
** eafily obtained : To (hew what evil confe 
'* quences had already flowed from their dela] 
'^ and irrefoltition, and to intreat them to fixoi 
*' forae propoCtion, reafonable in itfclf, as wd 
*• as poflible to be efFefted : That the Queen wouI< 
" infift upon the ceffion of Tournay by Frana 
" provided the States would concur in finifliia| 
*^ the peace, without ftarting new objeftions, o 
** infifting upon farther points : That the Frena 

** dcmanda 
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P' demands, in favour of the ElcSkov of Bavarta, 
p*' appeared to be fuch as, the Queen was of opi- 
I • nion, the States ought to agree to j which were, 
j * to lea?e the Ele£tor in pofleiSon of Luxem-* 
^^hurgf Namurf and Cbarleroy, fubjeft to the 
^tcrms of their Barrier, until he fhould be re« 
ftored to his elefiorate ; and to give him the 
^ iungdom of Sardinia to efface the {lain of his 
degradation in the Eleftoral College: That the 
"Earl had brought over a proje£l of a new treaty 
of Succeflion and Barrier, which her Majefty 
infilled the States ftiould fign, before the con- 
dufion of the peace ; the former treaty having 
been difadvantageous to her fubjefts, contain- 
ing in it the feeds of future diflenfions, and 
" condemned by the fenfe of the nation. Laflly, 
That her Majefty, notwithftanding all provoca- 
tions, had, for the fake of the Dutchy and in 
hopes of their recovery from thofe falfe notions 
* which had fo long mifled them, hitherto kept 
"the ncgociations open: That the offers now 
"made them were her laft, and this the laft time 
" Ihe would apply to them : That they muft ei- 
"ther agree, or cxpe£l the Queen would proceed 
"immediately to conclude her treaty with France 
"and Spainy in conjuijclion with fuch of her Al* 
"lies as would think fit to adhere to her/* 

" As to Savoyy that the Queen expeded the 
"States would concur with her in making good 
" theadvantagej9^ip^]:\ted for that Duke, and in 
Vptcvailing >^^ith the Emperor to confent to an 

" abfolute 
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" abfolute neutrality in Italyy until the peace 
** fliould be concluded." 

The governing party in Holland^ however in 
appearance difpofcd to finiih, afFe£Led new delays, 
and raifed many difficulties about the four fpecies 
of goods, which the i'V^//^^ had excepted out of 
the Tariff. Count Zinzendorf^ the Emperor's 
plenipotentiary, did all that was poffible to keep 
up this humour in the Dw/^A, in hopes to put 
them under a neccffity of preparing for the next 
. campaign ; and, fome time after, went fo far in 
this purfuit, that he fummoned the feveral mini- 
fters of the Empire ; told them he had letters 
from his mafter, with orders to fignify to them, 
** That his Imperial Majefty refolved to begin the 
*^ campaign early, with all his forces united a- 
** gain ft France ; of which he defired they would 
*' fend notice to all their courts, that the feventi 
" princes might be ready to furnifli their conlin* ^ 
*' gents and recruits." At the fame time, Zinzeft' 
i/^jr/'endeavoured to borrow two millions of florins 
upon the fecurity of fome imperial cities } but 
could not fucceed either amongft the Jews or at 
Jiniflerdam. 

When the Earl of Strafford arrived at UtrecU^ 
the Lord Privy-Seal and he communicated to the 
Dutch minifters the new treaty for a Succeffion 
and Barrier, as the Queen had ordered it to be 
prepared here in England^ differing from the for- 
mer in feveral points of the greateft moment, ob- 
vious to any who will be at the pains to compare 
them. This was ftrenuoufly oppofe4 for feveral 

weeks 
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weeks by the plenipotentiaries of the Statfs ; but 
the province of Utr^chty where the congrefs was 
held, immediately fcnt orders to their reprefenta* 
tives at the Hague^ to declare their province 
thankful to the Queen; that they agreed the peace 
fliould be made on the terms propofed by France^ 
and confented to the new projcfted treaty of Bar- 
rier and Succeffion : And about the clofj of the 
year 171 2, four of the fcven provinces, had de- 
livered their opinions for putting an end to the 
war. 

This unufual precipitation in the States, fo dif- 
ferent from the whole tenour of their former con- 
duft, was very much fufpeded by the Britijh ple- 
nipotentiaries. Their Lordfliips had received in- 
telligence, that the Dutch minifters held frequent 
conferences with thofe of France^ and had offered 
to fettle their interefts with that crown, without 
the concurrence of Britain* Count Zinzendorf^ 
and his colleagues, appeared likeu^ife, all on a 
fudden, to have the fame difpofitions, and to be 
in g^eat hafte to fettle their feveral differences 
with the States. The reafons for this proceeding 
were vifible enough. Many difTiculties were yet 
undetermined in the treaty of commerce between 
her Majefly and France^ for the adjufling of 
which, and fome other points, the Queen had 
lately difpatched the Duke of ^hreivjhury to that 
court. Some of thefe were of hard digeftion, 
with which the mofl Chriflian King would not be 
under a neceffity of complying when he had no 
farther occafion for us, and might, upon that ic- 

VoL. XII. X count, 
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count, afford better terms to the other two powers. 
Befides, the Emperor and the States could very 
well fpare her Majefty the honour of being arbi- 
trator of a general peace ; and the latter hoped by 
this means, to avoid the new Treaty of Barrier 
and Succeflion, which we were now forcing on 
them. 

To prevent the confequences of this evil, there 
fortunately fell oat an incident which the two 
Lords at Utrecht^ knew well to make ufe of. 
The quarrel between Monfieur Mefnager and 
Count Rechteren (formerly mentioned) had not yet 
been made up. The French and Dutch differing 
in fome circumftanccs, about the fatisfa&ion to 
be given by the Count for the affront he had of^ 
fered, the Briti/h plenipotentiaries kept this dis- 
pute on foot for feveral days ; and, in the mean 
time, prefTed the Dutch to finifh the new treaty 
of Barrier and SucefTion between her Majefly and 
thern, which, about the middle of January^ was 
concluded fully to the Queen's fatisfaftion. 

But while thefe debates and differences conti« 
nued at the congrefs, the Queen refolved to put 
a fpeedy end to her part in the war. She therefore 
fent orders to the Lord Privy-Seal, and the Earl 
of Strafford^ to prepare every thing neceflary for 
figning her own treaty with France. This (he 
hoped might be done againfl the meeting of her 
parliament, now prorogued to the third of Fehru^ 
ary ; in which time, thofe among the Allies, who 
were really inclined towards a peace, might fettle 
their feveral interefls by the affiftance and fupport 

of 
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of her Majcfty's plenipotentiaries i and as for the 
reft, who would either refufe to comply, or en- 
deavour to protra£b the negociation, the heads of 
their rcfj^ftive demands, which France had yield- 
ed by her Majcfty's intervention, and agreeable 
to the plan laid down in her fpeech, fliould be 
mentioned in the treaty, and a time limited for 
the feveral powers concerned to receive or rejc£l 
them. 

The Pretender was not yet gone out of France, 
upon fome difficulties alledged by the French^ a- 
bout procuring him a fafe condudt to Bar-U-duc, 
in the Duke of Lorrain^s dominions, where it was 
thenpropofed he fliould refide. The Queen, al- 
together bent upon quieting the minds of her fub- 
je£b, declared, flie would not fign the peace till 
that perfon were removed ; although feveral wife 
men believed he could be no where lefs danger- 
ous to Britain^ than in the place where he was. 

The argument which mod prevailed on the 
States to fign the new treaty of BarricF and Suc- 
ceffioQ with Britain^ was her Maiefty's promife 
to procure Tournay for them from France 5 after 
whiciii no more differences remained between us 
and that Republic, and confequently they had no 
farther temptations to any feparate tranfa£lions 
witi the Frenchj who thereupon began to renew 
tbeir litigious and haughty manner of treating with 
Ac Dutch. The fatisfaftion they extorted for the 
affront given by Count Rechteren to Monfieur Mef^ 
nager^ although fomewhat foftened by the Britijb 
miniftcrs at Utrechty was yet fo rigorous, that her 
X 2, Majefty 
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Majcfty could not forbear fignifying her refent- 
mentof itto the moft Chrrftian King. Monfieur 
Mefuagerj who feemed to have more the genius 
of a merchant than a minifter, began, iahis con- 
ferences with the plenipotentiaries of the States, 
to raife new difputes upon points which both we 
and they had reckoned upon as wholly fettled. 
Th« Abbe de Poiignac, a moft accomplished perfon, 
of great generofity and univerfal underftanding, 
was gone to France to receive the Cardinal's cap } 
and the Marefchal de Huxellesy was wholly guid- 
ed by his colleague, Monf. Mefnager^ who kept 
wp thofe brangles, that for a time obftruded the 
peace ; fome of which were againft all juftice, 
und others of fmall importance, both of very Httlc 
advantage to his country, and lefs to the reputa- 
tation of his mafter or himfelf. This low talent 
>n bufincfs, which the Cardinal de Poiignac ufcd, 
in contempt, to call a Spirit of Negociating^ made 
at impoflible for the two Lords Plenipotentiaries, 
with all their abilities and experience, to bring 
Mefnager to reafon, in feveral points, both with us 
and the States. His conceffions were few and 
conftrained, ferving only to render him more tc* 
iiacious of what he refufed. In feveral of the 
towns, which the States were to keep, he infift- 
ed that France fhould retain the Chatellanies, 
or extent of country depending on them, particu- 
larly that of Tcurnay ; a demand the more unjuf- 
tifiable, becaufe he knew his mafter had not only 
proceeded direftly contrary, but had erefled a 
court in his kingdom^ where his own judges ex- 

teaded 
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teoifed the territories about tbofe towns he had talc^ 
CD, as far as he jJeafed to dire& them. MonGeur 
JUefnager thcwjcd equal obftinacy in what his maf- 
ter expe£ted for the £k£)x)r of Bavaria^ and in re« 
fuGng the Tariff of 1664: So that, the Queen "is 
{denipoteatiaries reprefented thefe difficulties a» 
what might be of dangerous confequence, both 
to the peace in general^ and to the States in par* 
ticularp if they were not fpeedily prevented. 

Upon thefe confiderations, her Majefty thought 
it her (horteft and fafeft courfe to apply diredly 
10 Fraucff where ihe had then fo able a minider 
as the Duke of Sirew/bury» 

The Marquis de Torcy, fecretary to the moft 
Ghriftian King, was the minifler with whom the 
Duke was to treat> as having been the firft who 
iBoved his mafter to apply to the Queen for a 
peace^ ki oppofition to a violent faction in that, 
kingdoniy who were as eagerly bent to continue 
ihe warj a3 any other could be, either here or in 
JiaJiafid. 

It would be very unlike an hiftortaot to refufe 
this ^eat minifler the praife he to juftly deferv* 
cth, of having treated, through the whole courfc 
oi & great a negociation, with the utmofl can- 
ikmr and int^rity i never once failing in any pro« 
nife be made, and tempering a firm zeal to his 
matter's intereft, with a ready compliance to what 
wai^ reafonable and jufl. Mr. PnV, whom I have 
formerly mentioned, refided likewife now at P^-- 
tru^ with the cbarader of minifler plenipotentia^ 

2^5 np 
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ry, and was very acceptable to that conrt, upon 
the f^orc of his wit and humour. 

The Duke of Shrenvjbury was dircfted to prefe 
the French cour^ vjpon the points yet unfettled in 
the tieaty of commerce between both crowns; to 
make them drop iheir unreafonable demands for 
the Elector of Bavaria ; to let them know, that 
the Queen was refolved not to forfake her allies^ 
who were now ready to come in 5 that (he thought 
the beit way of hafteniag the general peace» wa» 
to determine her own particular one with Franct^^ 
until which time fhe could not conveniently fuf- 
fer her parliament to meet. 

The States were, by this time, fo fully convin- 
ced of the Queen's fincerity and affeftion- to their 
republic, and how much they had been deceived 
by the infinuation^ of the fa£t:ious party in Eng^ 
latidy that they wrote a very humble letter to hci 
Majefty, to dcfire her affiflance towards fettling 
thofe points they had in difpute with France^ and 
profefling themfelves ready to acquiefce in what* 
ever explanation her Majefty would pleafe to 
make of the plan proposed in her fpeech to the 
parliament. 

But the Qiieen had already prevented their dc» 
fires; and in the beginning of February I7i2-I3i 
direfted the Duke of Shrewjbury. to inform the 
French court, " That fince (he had prevailed on 
** her allies, the Dutchy to drop the demand of 
** Condij and the other of the four fpecies of goodsi 
^ which the French had excepted out of the tariff 
^* of 1664, (he would not fign without them : 

•'that 
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** that flie approved of the Dutch mfifting to have 
•« the ChateHanies reftored with the towns, and 
** was rcfohred to ftand or fall with them, until 
" they were fatisfied in this point.'^ 
• Her Majcfty had fome apprehenfions, that the 
French created thcfe difficulties, on purpofe to 
fpin out the treaty, until the campaign (hbuld 
I>egin. They thought it abfolutcly neceffary, that 
our parKament fhould meet in a few weeks, 
which could not well be ventured, until the Queen 
were able to tell both houfes, that her own peace 
ivas figned : that this would not only facilitate 
what remained in difference between Britain and 
FranceyhvA leave the Dutch entirely at the mer- 
cy of the latter. 

■ The Queen, weary of thefe refined nwftakes in 
the /r^/f^i^ politics, and fully refalved to be trifled 
with no longer, fent her determinate orders to 
the Duke of Shrenvjburyj to let France know, 
" That her Majeily had hitherto prorogued her 
'< parliament, in hopes of accommodating the dif- 
*• ficulties in her own treaties of peace and com- 
^^ merce with that crown, as well as fettling the 
•• interefts of her feveral allies ; or, at lead, that 
•* the differences in the former being removed, 
•♦ the moft Chriftian King would have made fuch 
« offers for the latter, as might juftify her Ma- 
•* fty in figning her own peace, whether the con- 
•• federates intended to fign theirs or no. But 
" feveral points being yet unfiniflied between 
•* both crowns, and others between France znA 
^ Ad rcJl of the allies,, efpccially the States, to^ 

<^whidfc 
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<< which the pIenipotentiarie$ of that covit at 
<* Utrecht had not thought fit to give iati8{a£don$ 
'< the Queen was now come to a final determi- 
'^ nation, both with relation to her own ktag* 
^ domSy and to the whole alliance: that the cam- 
*' paign approaching, (he would not willingly be 
*^ furprifed in cafe the war was to go on : that 
^' file bad tranfmitted to the Duke of SirewJ^ 
'^ bury her laft refolutions, and never would be 
<' prevailed on to reduce her own demaods, or 
^ thofe of her alliesi any lower than the fchemc 
^' DOW Cent over, as an explanation of the ^aii 
*' laid down in her fpeech : that her Majefty had 
'^ fent orders to her plenipotentiaries at Utrtehif 
*' to aiTume the chara£ker of ambafladors, and 
** fign the peace immediately with the miniftera 
*^ of the moft Chriftian King, as foon as the 
*' Duke of Shrewjbury ihould have fent them ao* 
*< tice that the French had complied : that the 
•* Queen had therefore farther prorogued her par- 
•* liament to the third of March, in hopes to at 
^< fure them, by that time, of her peace being a* 
•' greed on ; for if the two houfes (hpuld meet» 
" while any uncertainty remained, liipplies moft 
•* be aiked as for a war.*^ 

The Duke of Shrenvjfury executed this impor* 
tant commiffion with that fpeed and fucceftf. 
which could only be expe&ed from an able mr- 
mifter. The Ft^ensh King immediately yielded 
to the whole fchcme her Majefty propofed ; where* 
upon dire&ions were fent to the Lord Privy-Seal^ 
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ind the Eail of Strqfordj to fign a peace between 
Treat Britain and France, without delay. 

Upon the fecond day of March, the two Bri^ 
ijb plenipotentiaries met thofe of the allies, in 
he town-houfe at Utrecht ; where the Lord Pri- 
y-Seal addrcffed himfelf to them in a Ihortfpeech, 

* That the negociation had now continued four- 

* teen months with great flownefs, which had 
' proved very injurious to the interefts of the al- 
' lies : that the Queen had flaid thus long, and 

* flopped the finiihing her own peace, rather 

* than leave her allies in any uncertainty: that 

* (he hoped they would now be all prepared to 

* put an end to this great work ; and therefore, 
'bad commanded her plenipotentiaries to tell 
' thofe of the allies, that fhe found it neceffary 

* to conclude her own treaty immediately ; and 

* it was her opinion, that the confederates ought 

* to finifli theirs at the fame time, to which they 

* were now accordingly invited by her Majefty's 

* orders.** And laftly, his Lordfliip declared, in 
he Queen's name, " That whoever could not be 

* ready on the day prefixed, fhould have a con- 
'< venient time allowed them to come in.** 

' Although the orders fent by the Queen to her 
;>1enipotentiaries were very precife, yet their lord- 
Siips did not precipitate the performance of them. 
rhey were dir^Aed to appoint as ftiort a day for 
the Cgning as they conveniently could : but, 
aowever, the particular day was left to their dif- 
rretion. They hoped to bring over the Dutch^ 
md moft of the other allies, to conclude at the 

£une 
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fame time witb the Queen : whicb| as it would 
certainly be more popular to tb«ir country^ fo 
they conceived it would be more fafc for them- 
felvt^s : befideSy upon looking over their commif« 
Con^ a fcruple fprang in their minds, that thej 
could not fign a particular peace with Franca 
their powers, as they apprehended, autfaortfing 
them only to fign a general one. Their lord* 
(hips therefore fent to England to defire new 
powers, and, in the mean time, employed them* 
ielves with great induftry, between the minifters 
of France^ and thofe of the feveral allies, to find 
ibme expedient for fmoothing the way to an a- 
greement among them. 

The Earl of Strafford went for a few days ta 
the Hague^ to inform the States of her Majefty's 
exprefs commands to his coUeague and himfelft 
for figning the peace as icon as poffible ; and to 
defire they would be ready at the fame time, 
which the penfionary promifed \ and that their i 
plenipotentiaries fhould be empowered acooid- 
ingly, to the great contentment of Mdnf. Bufjt^ 
who was now fo mucfh altered, either in reality, 
or appearance, that he complained to the Earl, of 
Monf. Heinjiush ilownefs ; and charged all the de- . 
lays and mifeianagements of a twelvemonth paft^ 
to that miniflier's account. 

While the Eari of Strafford (laid at the Hagui^ 
be difcoirercd^ that an cmiffary of the Duke <rf 
Marlhorougb'% had been there fome days before^ 
fent by his Grace to difiuade the Dutch frdm 
figning at the fame time with the xninifters of 

the 



I 
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ic Queen, which in England^ would at Icaft have 

i€ appearance of a feparate peace, and oblige 

leir Britijb friends, who knew how to turn fo 

wn a delay to very good account, as well as 

ratify the Emperor ; on whom, it was aHedged, 

icy ought to rely much more than on her Ma- 

jfty. One of the States likewife tolrf the Earl, 

That the fame perfon, employed by the Duke, 

wa« then in conference with the magiftrates of 

Rotterdam (which town had declared for the 

continuance of the war), to affiire them, if 

they would hold off a little, thtfy fhould fee an 

.anexpeded turn in the Britl/b parliament: 

that the Duke of Marlborough had a lift of the 

' difcontented members in both houfes, who 

^ were ready to turn againft the court ; and, to 

' crown all, that his Grace had certain intelli- 

^ gence of the Queen being in fo ill a ftatc of 

' health, as made it impoflible for her to lii'e a- 

^ bove fix weeks/' So reftlefs and indefatigable 

\ arvarice and ambition, when inflamed by a de- 

f c of revenge. 

But rcprefentations, which had been fo often 
ricd, were now offered too late. Moft of the 
Hies, except the Emperor, were willing to put 
n end to the war upon her Majefty's plan ; and 
he further delay of three weeks muft be chiefly 
tnputed to that litigious manner of treating, pc- 
uiiar to the French ; whofe plenipotentiaries at 
Tireeht infifted with obftinacy upon many points, 
rbich at Paris Monf. de Torcj had given up. 
The Emperor expefted to keep all he ah-eady 



ttiougtit tnat Dis imperial Majeit]r oug 
down contented with bis partage of JS 
Milan s and to reftore tbofe territories 
which he had taken from the rightful pn 
and hj the pofieilion of which he w< 
dangerous to the Italian princes, by rev 
liquated claims upon them. 

This prince had likewife objefted to 
jetty's expedient of fufFering the Eleft 
varia to retain Luxembourg^ under certa 
tions, by way of fecurity, until his elefto 
reftored. But the Queen, fuppofing t 
affefl^d delays were intended only wi 
of continuing the war, refolved to defer 
no longer on the Emperor's account. 

In the middle of March 171 2-13, a c 
rived at Utrecht^ from France^ with the 
general peace, as it had been agreed bet 
Duke of Shrew/bury and Monf. de Torcy 
in every particular, relating to the int( 
pretenfions of the feveral allies, was b 
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6Xhtv courier was difpatched to France ^ iipOft 
fome difputes about inferting the titles of her 
Majefty and nhe mod Chriftian King, and to 
bring a general'plan fortht interefts of thofe al- 
Kes^ iprhofhould not be ready againfl the time 
prefixed. The French renunciations were now 
arrived at Utrecht; and it was agreed j that thofe, 
as -well as that of the King of &pain^ fhould be 
hiferted at length in every treaty, by which means 
Ae whole confederacy would become guarantees 
of them. 

The courier, lafl fent to France^ returned to 
Utrecht on the twentyifcventh of March^ with 
the conceflions of that court upon every neceffary 
point; fe that, all things being ready for putting 
a peiriod to this great and difficult work, the 
Lord Privy-Seal and the Earl of Strafford gave 
notice to the minifters of the fcveral allies, " That 
•« their l»rdfliips had appointed Tuefda^ the thir- 
** ty-firft inftant, wherein to fign a treaty of 
'•' peace* and a treaty of commerce, between the 
•• Queen of Great Britain^ their miftrefs, and the 
*• moft Chriftian King ; and hoped the faid al- 
" lies would be prepared, at the fame time, to 
** follow their example." Accordingly, their 
Lordfliips employed the three intervening days> 
in fmoothing the few difficulties that remained 
between the French minifters and thofe of the fc- 
veral confederate powers. 

The important day being now come, the Lord 
Bifliop of Briftol^ and the Earl of Strafford^ hav- 
ing affiimed the charafter of ambafladors extra*. 
VojL.'XII. Y . ordinary, 
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ordinary, gave a memorial in behalf of the French 
proteftants to the Marefchal de Huxelles and his 
colleague, who were to tranfmit it to their court; 
and thefe delivered to the Br'ittfb ambafladors a 
declaration in writing, that the Pretender was ac- 
tually gone out of France. 

The conditions of peace to be allowed the Em- 
peror and the Empire, as adjufted between Bri- 
tain and France^ were now likewife delivered to 
the Count Zinzenderf. Thefe, and fome other 
previous matters of fmaller confequence, being fi* 
nifhed, the treaties of peace and commerce be- 
tween her Majefty of Great Britain and the moft 
Chriftian King, were figned at the Lord Privy- 
Seal's houfe, between two and three of the clock 
in the afternoon. The minifters of the Duke of 
Savoy figned about an hour after. Then the af- 
fembly adjourned to the Earl of Strafford* s, where 
they all went to dinner ; and about nine at night 
the peace was figned by the minifters of Portu- 
gal j by thofe of Pruffia at eleven,, and when it 
•was near midnight by the States. 

Thus, after all the oppofition raifed by a ftrong 
party in France^ and by a virulent faftion in 
Britain ; after all the artifices of thofe who pre- 
fided at the Hagucy and, for their private intc- 
rcft, endeavoured, in conjunftion with their 
friends in England to prolong the war ; after the 
reftlefs endeavours of the Imperial court to ren* 
der the treaty ineffeftual \ the firm, fteady con- 
iiuft of the Queen, the wifdom and courage of 
h&i miniftry, and the abilities of thofe whom ihe 

employed 
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employed in her negociations abroad, prevailed 
to have a peace figned in one day by every power 
concerned, except that of the Emperor and the 
Empire; for his Imperial Majefty liked his fitua- 
tion too well to think of a peace, while the drud- 
gery and expences of the war lay upon other 
ihouldcrs, and the advantages were to redound 
only to himfelf. 

During this whole negociation, the King of 
Spain J who was not acknowledged by any of the 
confederates, had confequently no miniftcr at 
Utrecht; but the differences between her Maje- 
fly and that Prince were eafily fettled by the I^ord 
Le>:tngt3n at Madr'nly and the Marquis of Mon- 
tthon here; fo that upon the Duke D''()JJ}(f:as ar- 
rival at the cougrenj, fome days after the pCv^e, 
he was ready lo conclude a treaty between the 
Queen and his Maftcr. Neither is it probable 
that the Dtitchj or any other ally, except the Em- 
peror, will encounter any difficulties of moment^ 
to retard their feveral treaties with his Catholic 
Majefty. 

The treaties of peace and commerce bet^v^een 
Briiaitt and France^ were ratified here on the fe- 
vcnth of April; on the twenty-eighth the ratifi- 
cations v^cre exchanged ; and on the fifth of May 
the peace was proclaimed in the ufual manner ; 
but with louder acclamations, and more extraor- 
dinary rejoicings of the people, than had evci: 
been remembered oil the like occafion. 
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The REIGN of 

WILLIAM the SECOND; 

SURNAMED R U F U S.. 

AT the time of. the Conqucrort death, his el- 
deft fon Robert^ upon fomc difcontent 
•with his father, beiiig abfent in France^ * William^ 
the fecond fon, made ufe of this junfture ; and, 
without attending his father's funeral, haftened ta 
England y yf\itvQy purfuant to. the will of the dc- 
ceafcd prince, \ the nobility, although moro in^ 
clined to favour Robert^ were prevailed with to 
admit him king, partly by his promifes to abate 
the rigour of the late, reign, and reftore the laws 
and liberties which had been then aboliflicd, but 
chiefly by the credit and fblicitations of ia/j^viw; 
for that prelate had formerly a fliarc in hid edu- 
cation, and always a great affeftion for hisperfon* 

At 

* He was then at AbbevUle in Picardy. 
f William tlie Conqueror on his death-bed left Normaody aii 
Le Maine to his fon Rob^, ^ being his right of inheritaiice; 
not without adding, as ibme hillerians relatei that any peop]r» 
whom Robert was to govern, would be. miferable. Engbnd, &e 
iaid, was not his property by inheritance ; be would'not prefolBe 
to bequeath to an/ one that kingdom, but left tt to the diipo61 
of Heaven : howeter, £o it pleaTed.God, he (hould be glad that 
William, his obedient and beA beloved ion, Ibould enjoy it nSfff 
his death, and accordingly ordered letters to be expedited to 
ardibKhpp Lanfranc, for facilitation William's accciBon aadcflto^ 
tiUhmeat there. 
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At TFlnehe/ferhe took pofleffion of his father's trea- 
fure, * in obedience to whofe command, as well 
as to ingratiate himfclf with the people, he diftri- 
buted it among churches and religious houfes, and 
applied it to the redeeming of prifoncrs, and o- 
thcr adls of popularity. 

In the mean time Robert returned to Normandj^. 
took pofTcflion of that dutchy, with great applaufc 
and content of his people, and, fpited at the in-* 
dignity done him by his father, and the ufurpa- 
tion of his brother in confequence thereof, pre- 
pared a great fleet and army to invade England : 
Hor did there want an occasion to promote his in- 
tereft, if the flownefs, the foftnefs, and credulity 
of his nature, could have fuflercd him to make a^ 
right improvement of it.. 

■ Odoj blftiop of BaicuiCj f of whom frequent 
mention is made in the preceding reign, % a pre- 
late of incurable ambition, either on account o£ 
his age or character, being reftored to his liberty 
and poffiLlTions in England^ grew into envy and 
difcontent, upon feeing Lanfranc preferred before 
him by the new king in his favour and miniftry.. 
He therefore formed a confpiracy with feveral 
BoblejB of Norman birth to depofe the king, and 
Y 3 fent 

• Whith was fixty thoufand pounds in filvcr, bcfides gold,, 
ijpfrels, and plate. Bromptou, 

f Odo was half brotlicr to JViUiam the Conqueror., and the firft 
arl of Kent of Norman blood. He was relcafcd from his con- 
incmcnt by order of the late king, at the folicitation of Fohert 
arl of Mortain, Odo's brotlicr. 

\ One might imagine from thefe words, that Dr. St»tft hajl 
Rrritten an account of the reign of William the Conqueror, if ir 
lad.not been. for. whathe.iay5.in.his letter to Ctunt GyilcnUrg,. 
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fent an invitation to Utfi^r^ to haftcft over. Meaif 
time the confpUrators, in order to diftraft the 
king's forces, feized on.feveral parts o£ England 
at once ; Briftoi^ Norwich^ Letcefter^ Worcefter^^ 
Shrew/bury^ Bath and Durhaniy were fecurcd by 
feveral noblemen : Odo hirafelf feized Rochefier^ 
reduced the coafts of ^^///^ and fent meiTages to 
Robert to make all poflible fpecd.. 

The king, alarmed at thefe many and ftidden 
defedions, thought it his befl: courfe to begin his 
defence by fccuring the good wiU of the people<i. 
He redrefled many grievances, eafed them of cer» 
tain oppreflive taxes and tributes, gave 'liberty to 
hunt in his foreft, . with other marks of indulgfsnce^ . 
which, however forced from him by tbcneceility 
of the time, he had the fkill or fortuiie fo to order,^ 
as they neither loft their, good grace: nor eStSt'^, 
for immediately after, he raifed great forces both 
by land and fea, marched into JO«/j where the-chief 
body of his enemies wa& in arms, recovered Tun*^- 
bridge and Pevenfeyy in the latter of which OJi- 
himfelf was taken prifoner^ and forced to accom- 
pany the king to Rochejler. This city refufing: 
to furrender at the king's fummons, Oda under«>- 
took to prevail with the obftinacy. of the inhalH? 
tants 5 but being admitted into the town, was 
there detained, either by a real or feeming force :- 
however, the king, provoked at their ftubbomnefr 
and fraud, foon compelled them to yield, retook 

his. 

§ Worcefter however at this time fuf&red only, a blockade. 8ei- 
the account of the operations there ia Grfcn^i IkXC fiUTcy 9I tfai - 
citjr of Worcefter i p. 19^, 
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lis prifoner, asd.forcing him for ever to abjure 
Englandj fent him into Normandy. 

By thcfe a£bions, performed -with fuch great 
celerity and fiiccefs^ the preparations of duke Ro^ 
bert werewholly difappointed ; himfelf, by the nc* 
ceiBty of his. affairs^ compelled' * to a treaty with 
his brother^ upon the terms of a- fmall penfion, 
and a mutual promife of fucceeding to each others 
dominions oaSttlure of iflue, forced to refign his 
pretenfionsy. and return with a ihattered fleet to 
ISorfnand^. 

About this time died arch bifhop Lanfranc i by 
whofe death the king, loofed from that awe and 
Gonftraint he was under, foon began to difcover 
tbofe irregularities of his nature, which till then 
he h^d. fupprefled and difguifed^ falling, into thofe 

afts 

* Samuel Darnel,' ^.-rerj Judiddas epiComi^r ©four ancient- 
falftoty, places the conclufion of this treaty in 1087, fbon after 
' the eftabliOiaaent of Rufrs on the EtigRJh throne, who might 
vdl.thxnk inch an jey^tedkntneceSkxj at that time, for the re- 
oziidiing an eldep^ brother to the flioft mortifying of difappoint- 
ments. If the treaty was then made, . Robertas. infra£tion of it* 
\ff an emharkatidn of troops vti th'e Tcry next year to iuccour the 
EmgUfi rebels, was a plauHble call for rerenge, and accounts fot 
the lung's invafion of Normandy in 1090. Speed, whom Dr. 
Swift follows here, has been So far milled by Kmgbton, as to re- 
pycfent i^rrf making asi a6tealddfcent«n xhc EngUjh coaSi, land- 
ing at Southampton, amuied there by humble meflages from Mufus, 
cajoled into a tefignatbn of his chkiftH »d induced to go back a 
flliifioiicr inftead of a king. But there is no trace of fuch tranA 
aiftioBs in the purer narratives of more ancient hi(h>rians^ And 
if we follow thpTe of Normandy, who ought to have the heft in» 
formation of JbUrt\% motions, the duke neither embarked with, 
nor after his troops : he promiied indeed to follow them with ft- 
ircatflT fosces^lmti^a/^ffcf 80t.tliebGttcr.of tu&ambitiotu 



^48" The R E I G N or 

afts of opprefljon and extortion that have made 
his name and memory infamous. He kept the 
fee of Canterbury four years vacant, and converted 
the revenues to his own ufc, together with thofc 
of feveral other bifhopricks and abbies, ♦ and dif- 
pofed all church preferments to the higheft bidder. 
Nor were his exaftions Icfs upon the laity, from- 
vhom he continually extorted exorbitant fines for 
pretended tranfgreflion of certain penal laws, and 
entertained informers to obferve mens aflions and 
bring him intelligence. 

It is here worth obfervation, that thefc corrupt 
proceedings of the prince have, in the opinion o£ 
feveral learned men> given rife to two cuftoms,. 
which are a long time grown to have the force of 
laws. For, fir ft, the fucceflbrs of this king, conti« 
nuing the cuftom of feizing on the accruing rents- 
in the vacancy of fees and abbies, it grew in pro- 
cefs of time to be exacted as a right, or acknow- 
ledgment to the king as founder ; whence the re- 
venues of vacant bifhopricks belong at this day to 
the crown. The fecond cuftom had an original 
not unlike. Several perfons, to avoid the perfbcu- 
tions of the king's informers^ and other inftru- 

mencs 

• As for Rufus's^ appropriating to: himfelf the revenues of ▼»• 
caDt fees, this was the refult and expedted oonfequence of th« 
feudal enahllfhment made by his father^ For when the Cooqner^ 
or had reduced epircopal and abb«ieial manours to military arid 
baronial tenuiC, the care and profits of them, between the demiAf 
of each tenant and the entry or inftallation of his fucccflor, by- 
ncceffity of that tenure, devolved on the crovin.^ Bot Rstfks if. 
dcfcr\t^Uv ccnfured for kcepir.g the prelacies vacant bnger tfavXi 
was nec(iiary^ merely with an Avaridous view.. 
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«ents of ppprcfiioiT, withdrew themfelves and 
their cffefts to foreign countcies } upon which 
the king iffued a proclamation^ forbidding 
all men to Ieav« the kingdom without his^ licence^ 
from whence, in the judgment of the fame au- 
thors,, the writ ne exeas regno had its^ beginning. 

Bythefe, and the lite arbitrary methods, having 
amafied great treafures^ and finding all things 
quiet at home, heraifed a powerful army to in* 
▼ade his brother in Normandy ; but upon what 
ground or pretext, the writers of that age arc not 
Ycry exa£l ; whether it were from » principle fre- 
quent among unJAift princes, That old oppreilions 
are bed juftified by new ; or, whether, having a 
talent for fudden enterprifes, and juiUy appre- 
hending the refentments of duke Robert ^ht thought 
it the wifer courfe to prevent injuries, than to re- 
venge them* In this expedition he took fereral 
cities and caftles from his brother, and would 
have proceeded farther, if Robert had not defircd 
and obtained theaffiftanceof P^/7/^ king of France^ 
who came with an army to his relief. Eang VTth- 
Ram not thinking it fafe or prudent to proceed. 
Carther againft his enemy (upported by (b great 
an ally, yet loath to lofe the fruits of his time 
and valour, fell upon a known and old expedient^, 
which no prince ever prafiifed oftener, or with 
greater fucccfs, .and that was, toJbuy off the French 
king with a fum of money. This had \i%tSkSL\ 
fcr that prince, not able to oppofe fuch powerful 
48miissj^ Unmediately withdrew himfelf and his 
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forces, leaving the two brothers to concert the 
meafures of a peace. 

This was treated and agreed with great advan- 
tages on the fide of king William ; for he kept 
all the towns he had taken, obliged his brother to 
banifh Edgar jttheling out of Normandy^ and, for 
a further fecurity, brought over with him to Eng» 
land the duke himfelf, to attend him in his expe- 
dition againfl Malcolm king of Scotland, who, dur- 
ing his abfence, had invaded the borders. The 
king having raifed great forces both by fea and 
land, went in perfon to repel the inroads of the 
Scots : but the enterprife was without fuccefs ; for 
the greateft part of his fleet was deftroyed by a 
tcmpeft, and his army very much diminiflied bj 
ficknefs and famine, which forced him to a peaee 
of little honour ; by which, upon tho condition 
of homage from that prince, the king of England 
agreed to deliver him up thofe twelve towns (or 
manours) in England, which Malcolm had held un* 
der William the Conqueror ^ together with a pcn- 
fion of twelve thoufand marks*. 

At 

♦ So Brompt9n writes. But it is doubtful whether the iiv 
mamc or Saxonic mark of filver be unclcrftood. ■ The fanner ms 
a weight of eight ounces, the latter but an ounce and a half* 
If we compute by the mark of the Norma»s, the annuity iH- 
pulated for Malcolm was equivalent to about 186,000 1. of mo- 
dern currency; a penfion fcarce reconcilable with the (bteof 
our exchequer in thofe days. If the fmaller or Saxonk mirk be 
meant here (which liad not yet fallen into difufe, .as appear$ bf 
the calculations by it in the laws of king Henry I.) the penlioB ii 
more reafonablc, being equiyalent to about 35,000 1, of our pre* 
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At this time were fown the feeds of another 
larrcl between him and duke Robert^ who, foli- 
ting the king to perform fome covenants of the 
.ft peace, and meeting with a repulfe, withdrew 
1 great difcontent to Normandy* 

King William^ in his return from Scotland^ fell 
angeroufly fick at Glocejier ; where, moved by the 
:afonabIe exhortations of his clergy, or rather by 
he fears of dying, he began to difcover great 
darks of repentance, with many promifes of a- 
aendment and retribution, particularly for his 
njurics to the church. To give credit to. which 
;ood refolutions, he immediately filled feveral va- 
ant fees, giving* that of Canterbury to An/elm^ a 
orcigner of great fame for piety and learning. 
3ut as it is the difpofition of men who derive 
:heir vices from their complexions, that their paf- 
ions ufually beat ftrong and weak with their pul- 
fcs, fo it fared with this prince, who, upon reco- 
very of his health, foon forgot the vows he had 
made in his ficknefs, relapfing with greater vio- 
lence into the fame irregularities of injuftice and. 
oppreffion ; whereof Anfelmj the new archbifhop, 
felt the firft effefts. This prelate, foon after his 
promotion, offered the king a fum of money by 

way 

lent money. This at leaft is rather to be admitted than the ac- 
count of the greater part of our hiftorians, who fet down the 
iiroTiiion made for the Scottijh king at twelve marki of gold per 
emnttm, which amounts to but 72 Ih. Normariy or 1700 1. 'ta mo- 
dern money ; a pcnfion unworthy the magnificence of J?«/«;, and 
too mean for any reigning Prince to accept. 
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way of prefcnt ; * but took care it ihould be ft 
(mallj that none might interpret it to be a confix 

deration 

* This whole accoimt of ihe diflerence between the lung ami 
the archbilhop is taken from Eadiner, a monk ol Canterhaj, anil 
m^creature of AnfelnCs. A benevolence had been demanded from 
all the nobility and the prelates towards the ezpence of the 
lung*s expedition to Normandy in 1094. If •Anfelm^ as it il 
faid, oiTered 500 L towards it, as the fhare or quota of his owa 
fee, that fiim (equivaknt to at leaft 11,500 L of our anenqr] 
was far greater than a poor ItaRan monk, not yet poflefled df 
the temporalties of Cunterlury^ could be expeded to ratle, and 
what, if his friends could advance it for him, the neceflkies of 
the king would not fufTer him to rqeA : Six that this part of 
Eadmer*s apology for his patron confutes itielfL Biit in fa£t, 
the true fource of the conteft between this prelate and the king, 
was, the former*s violent attachment to one of the oooteoders for 
the papacy, Otbo of Ofiiay flyled Urbtm II. whom, when Salj had 
fcarce acknowledged him, (for in 109Z the antipope Clenuta III. 
took Rome, and the caftle of St, Angeh, and drove Urian from 
St, Teter^s chair) An/elm would imperioufly impofe on the Jdng^ 
prelates, and whole reahn of England^ as their -apoflolic fittbcr 
amd pontic The king replied, that iis predeoeflbrs in (Mtf 
lifry had never taken Ho much upon them ; and that when tvo 
' popes had been chofen, hi declaring for other without the ap- 
f>robat!ont>f the 'king, was an endeavour /9 fUtck fr9m lis fir^ 
uigtCs head the crown of England. A great coundl was fin* 
jnoned on this occafion at Rockingham, Mar, 11, 1095, wiiei 
the nobility and biihops infifted -on Anj€lm*s fubmiffion to tiK 
king : he pleaded his privilege as primate, and wonld be judged 
by none but the pope, and by no pope but Urhsm D. - it ms 
however there deteitnined, that An/elm (hould not demand bif 
archiepifcopal p^ of Urban II. unlefs the king fhoold coofiflt* 
All the prelates, except the bilhop of Rochcfter, lays Dm P£a, !«■ 
folved not to own Anfelm as primate, {o long as he (hoold tike 
part with the b!flu}p of Oflia (Urban II.) But a rebdlion wlii& 
Vroke out in the empire, wherein Conrad the empen>r*s ion rofc 
in arms SLgainilhis father, proved eztrtmely foituaatc both ^ 

^Vrhok 
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aeration of his late prefe^rment. The king re* 
je£ked it with fcorn ; and as he ufed but little 
ceremony in fuch matters, infifted In plain terms 
for more. Anfelm would not comply ; and the 
king enraged, fought all occafions to make him 
uneafy ; until at length the poor arfchbifliop, tir* 
cd out with perpetual ufurpations (or at leaft 
what was then under flood to be 4uch) upon his 
jurifdiftion, privileges, and poffeffions, defired 
the king's licence for a journey to Rome ; and, 
upon a refufal, went without it. As foon as he 
was withdrawn, the king feized on all his reve- 
nues, converting them to his own ufe ; and the 
arch bi (hop continued an exile until the fucceed- 
ing reign* 

The particulars of this quarrel b«tween the 
king and archbifhop, are not, in my opinion, con- 
fiderable enough to deferve a place in this brief 

Urban^ and for his fa£lioas inftrument Anfelm. Wicked Urban 
was tlie icducer of this unnatural fon ; and the price of his bene- 
diction foon appeared. So far as Conrad's fword could influence, 
Clement III. was cjefted : Co tliat in 1095 Urban was acknowledg- 
ed through Lombardjt but as yet was not maflcr of Rome. 
fortune now befriended, and even JVilUarn of England was ready 
tn acknowledge him. Accordingly this pope fent an archicpii^ 
copal pall, for the ceremony of the king's inverting Anfelm with 
the primacy : but the haughty monk refufed the inveftiturc from 
the king's hand, and obftinately perfifted until the pope's meflcn- 
gers were allowed to lay the pall on the altar of Canterbury ca* 
Ihcdral ; whence he vouchfafed to take it (as the canting phrafe 
was) from St. Peter's band, although the king had acknowledged 
and obliged his kingdom to acknowledge Urban, on this exprcis 
condition, that he ftould be gratified with delivering Urban's pall 
to the archbiflbop eled. Thus Rufus^ who wottld not be bullied, 
tnuat lad bubbled by a prieil. 

VoL.XIL Z collcaion,' 
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colle£lion, being of little ufe to pofterity, and of 
lefs entertainment ; neither fliould I have men- 
tioned it at all, but for the occafion it gives me 
of making a general obfervation, which may af- 
ford fome light into the nature and difpoiition of 
thofe ages. Not only this king's father and him- 
fclf, but the princes for feveral fucceflions, of the 
faireft charafter^ have been feverely taxed for vio- 
lating the rights of the clergy, and perhaps not 
altogether without reafon. It is true, this cha- 
rafter hath made the lighter imprefEon, as pro- 
ceeding altogether from the party injured, the 
cotemporary writers being generally churchmen : 
and it muft be confeffed, that the ufurpations of 
the church and court of Rome were in thofc ages 
rifen to fuch heights, as to be altogether incon- 
fiftcnt either with the legiflature 'or adminiftra- 
tion of any independent (late; the inferior cler- 
gy, both fecular and regular, infifting upon fuch 
immunities as wholly exempted them from the 
civil power ; and the bifhops removing all con- 
troverfies with the crown by appeal to Rome : for 
they reduced the matter to this fliort iffuc, that 
God was to be obeyed rather than men; and 
confequently the bifliop of Rome^ who is Chrift's 
reprefentative, rather than an earthly prince. Nei- 
ther doth it feem improbable that all Chrtftendom 
would have been in utter vaflalage, both tempo- 
ral and fpiritual, to the Roman fee, if the Refor- 
mation had not put a flop to thofe exorbitancies, 
and in a good meafurc opened the eyes even of 

thofe 
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thofc princes and dates who ftxll ddhere to the 
do£krines artd difcipline of that church. 

While the king continued at Gloucejler^ MaU 
€oltn king of Scotland came to this court, with in- 
tentions to fettle and confirm the late peace be- 
tween them. It happened that a controverfy a- 
rofe about feme ctrcumftanccs relating to the ho- 
mage which Malcolm was to pay, in the manag- 
ing whereof king IFilliam difcovered fo much 
haughtincfs and difdain, both in words and gef- 
tures, that the Scottijh prince, provoked by fuch 
unworthy treatment, returned home with indig- 
nation ; but foon came back at the head of a 
powerful army, and, entering Northumberland 
with fire and fword, laid all wafle before him. 
But as all enterprizes have in the progrefs of 
them a tinSure of thofe paflions by which they 
were fpirited at firft, fo this invafion, begun upon 
private revenge, which is a blind ungovernable 
paflion, was carried on with equal precipitation, 
and proved to be ruinous in the event ; for Ro^ 
bert Mowbray J earl of Northumberland^ to prevent 
the deftrudlion of his own country, where he had 
great poffeffions, gathering what forces he could 
fuddenly raife, and without waiting any direc- 
tions from the king, marched againft the Scots ^ 
who were then fet down before Alnwick caftle : 
there, by an ambufh, Malcolm and his cldeft fon 
Edward were flain, and the army, difcouraged by 
the lofs of their princes, entirely defeated. Thi* 
difafter was followed in a few days by the death 
of queen Margaret^ who, not able to furvive her 
Z ^ misfortunes. 
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misfortunes, died for grief. Neither did the mf- 
feries of that kingdom end, till, after ^ wo ufurpa- 
tions, the furviving fon of Malcolm, who had fled 
to England for refuge, was reftored to his erown 
by the afliftance of king TVilliam, 

About this time the hidden fparks of animofi- 
ty between the two brothers, bflried, but not cx- 
tinguifhed in the lad peace, began to flame out 
into new diflenfions. Duke Robert had often fent 
his complaints to the king for breach of articles, 
but without redreiis, which provoked him to ex- 
poftulate in a rougher manner, till at length he 
charged the king in plain terms with injufticc 
and perjury. But no men are found to endure re- 
proaches with lefs temper, than thofe who moft 
deferve them. The king, at the fame time, filled 
with indignation, and flung with guilt, invaded 
Normandy a fccond time, refolving to reduce his 
brother to fuch terms as might flop all further 
complaints. He had already taken feveral flrong 
holds, by force either of arms or of money, and, 
intending intirely to fubdue the dutchy, gave or- 
ders to have twenty thoufantl men immediately 
raifed in Englnudy and fent over to him. The 
duke, to defend himfelf againfl thefe formidable 
preparations, had recourfe again to his old ally 
the king of France^ who very readily advanced 
with an army to his affiflance, as an a£Uon 
wherein he could every way find his own ac- 
counts : for, befide the appearance of glory and 
jiiilice by prote6ling the injured, he fought in- 
deed his own battle^, by preferving his neighbour- 
ing 
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hig ftatc in the hands of a peaceful prince, front' 
(0 powerful and redlefs an enemy as the king of 
England: and was largely paid for his trouble in- 
to the bargain : for king William^ cither loath tO' 
engage in a long and dangerous war, or haftened 
back by intelligence of fome troubles from 
Wales^ fent offers to his army, juft ready to em- 
bark for Normandy i that upon payment of ten 
{hillings a man, they might have leave to return 
to their homes. This bargain was generally ac- 
cepted; the money was paid to the king of 
France f who immediately withdrew his troops ;. 
atid king Williamy now mafter of the conditions,. 
forced his brother to a peace upon much harder 
terms than before^ 

In this paifage there are fome circum(lances> 
which may appear odd and unaccountable to thofe* 
who win not give due allowance for the difference^ 
of times and manners : that an abfent prince en-- 
gaged in an urijuft war with his own brother,, 
and ill-beloved at home, fliould have fo much 
power and credit, as by his commiflion to raife 
twenty thqufand men on a fudden, only as a re- 
cruit to the army he had already with him ; that 
he fliould have a fleet prepared, ready, and large; 
toough to tranfport fo great a number \ that upon 
the very point of embarking, he fliould fend them' 
£d difgraceful an offer ; and that fo great a num- 
ber of common foldiers fliould be able and willing: 
to pay fuch a fum of money, * equal to at leafl: 
Z 3 twelve* 

* The^ ^Mn Chronicle^. Slme^m Dunclmfnfts^ and Matinif 
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twelve times as much in our times f i &nd tHat^ 
after being thus deluded and fpoiled at once, they 
ihould peaceably difband and retire to their kse^ 
ral homes. But all this will be lefs difficult to 
comprehend, when we refleft on the method of 
raifing and fwpporting armies, very different from 
ours, which was then in ufe, and fo continued 
for many ages after. All men who had lands in 
capite were bound to attend the king in his wars 
with a proportioned number of foldiers, who were 
their tenants on eafy rents in condderation of mi- 
litary fcrvice. This was but the work of a few- 
days ; and the troops confifted* of fuch men as 
were able to maintain their own charges at home or 
abroad : neither was there any reafon to appre- 
hend, that foldiers would'ever become inftruments; 
for introducing flavery, who held fb gceat a (harc: 
in the property* 

Tte 

"Pans fciy, that Ralf, the trcafarer, took fronrthe' men dfc mo- 
ney which had been paid them for their maintenance. Yes, ikfS- 
Sir Henry Spelman^ the money which the country had allowed*' 
them for their fubfiftence ;. ib that if each mac paid ten IhillinsS|. 
it might not be from his own purfe. 

f It might more ju(Uy be faid, equal to four and twenty times 
as much in our times : for the gjcnulnc. iJlver in the (iun oCten 
(biliio^s of Nornurn tale, was of equal weight with the filfcr 
that is found in twenty nine (hillings of our preicnt ftandard coan;- 
i. e. weighed 5 oz. and about 13 pwt. and each ounce of filrcr 
was at that time worth at lead eight times more thaa at preicBt. 
Whence we may colle£V^ that ten (hiilings of Rufui's money was- 
cquivalcnt to at lead-twelre pounds (terl. of our prefent currency* 
The carious reader may confult bilhop Fleet-wood' i Cbromconfre^ 
riofufHy and a fyooptical table of the variations in the fiandard'^ 
of Englijk coin, by Martin Foiks^ £r<| ; pul)IUhcd Uk «a W; ' 
«>«xous EJaj uipn Menej and Coiru^. 
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The king, upon his return from Normandy^ 
made an unfuecefsful e3q)edkion againft the 
Weljbi who, upon the advantages of his abfencc, 
bad, according, to their ufual cuftom> made cruel 
inroads upon the adjoining counties of Chejier^ 
ihreiujburyj and Hereford. Upon the king's ap- 
proach, they fled into their faflneflcs among the 
mountains, where he purfued them for fome time 
with great rage and vexation, as well as the lo£s 
of great numbers of his men,^ to no purpofe. 
From hence he was^ recalled by a more formidable 
enemy nearer home : for Robert Earl of tiorthum" 
herland^ overrating his late fervices againil the 
icotSy as much perhaps and as unjuftly as they 
were undervalued by the king, refufed to come 
to his cottrt,. which, in thofe days, was looked 
en as the firft ufual mark of difcontent in a noble- 
man ;. and was often charged by princes as a for- 
mal accufation^ The Earl having difobeyed the 
king*sfummons, and concerted matters with other 
accomplices, broke out into open rebellion,. with in- 
tentions to depofeking Williamy and fet up Stephm 
Earl oi AlbemapleyfQii ofa^fifter to WiUiamtheCon'- 
fueror : but all was prevented by the celerity of 
diis adlive prince v who, knowing that infurrec- 
tipns are bell quelled in their beginnings, march- 
«d with incredible fpeed, and furprifed the re- 
bels at Nenvcaftle^ took, the caftles of Ttnm9uth 
znd Bamburg * ; where the obftinacy of the de- 
'fcndants provoked him,, contrary to his nature, 
, la commit cruelties upon their perfons, by cut- 
' '^ ting: 

^ Now oalkd Bamlorou^<^, 
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Chrt/lefidonij that he became in his own pcr/bn 
the leader of a great army againft the Infidels, 
and was very inftrumcntal for engaging many o- 
thers in the fame defign. 

What a fpirit was thus raifed in Cbrt/iendomj 
among all forts of men, cannot better be con- 
ceived, than from the vaft numbers of thefe war- 
like pilgrims, who, at the fiege of Nice^ are faid 
to have confided of 600,000 foot, and 100,000 
horfe : and the fuccefs at firft was anfwerable to 
the grcatnefs of their numbers, the valour of their 
leaders, and the univerfal opinion of fuch a caufe; 
for, befides feveral famous viftories in the ficld| 
not to mention the towns of lefs importance, they 
took Nice, Antioch^ and at laft Jerufalem^ where 
Duke Godfrey was chofen king without competi- 
tion. But zeal, with a mixture of enthufiafinij 
as I take this to have been, is a compofltion onlf^ 
fit for fudden enterprizes, like a ferment in the 
blood, giving double courage and ftrength for the 
time^ until it fink and fettle by nature into its 
old channel : for, in a few years the piety of 
thefe adventurers began to flacken, and give way 
■to faftion and envy, the natural corruptions of 
all confederacies : however, to this fpirit of devo- 
tion, there fucceeded a fpirit of honour, which 
long continued the vein and humour of the times; 
and the Holy Land became either a fchool, where- 
in young princes went to learn the art of war, of 
a fcene wherein they afFefted to (hew their va- 
lour, and gain reputation, when they were weary 
of peace at home. 

The 
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rhe Chriftians held pofleflion of Jerufalem a- 
ire eighty years *, and continued their expedi- 
ns to the Holy Land almoft as many more, 
th various events ; and after they were entire- 
driven out of -/ifia^ the popes have almoft in 
;ry age endeavoured in vain to promote new 
ifadoes ; neither does this fpirit feem quite ex- 
ft among us even to this day ; the ufual pro- 
b of fanguine men for uniting Chrijlendom a- 
inft the Turhj being without doubt a tradi- 
Dal way of talk derived to us from the fame 
intain. 

Roberty in order to furnifli himfclf out for this 
J, pawned his dutchy to the King for 10,000 
trks of gold f 5 which fum was levied with fo 
my circumftances of rigour and exadion, to- 
irds the church and laity, as very much in- 
afed the difcontents of both againft the Prince. 
1099. I ihall record one adl of this King's, 
lich being chiefly perfonal, may pafs rather for 
>art of his charaGer, than a point of hiftory. 
As he was hunting one day in the Neiu F^reft^ 
tneffengcr exprefs from Normandy^ brought him 
telligence, that Helie^ Count de la Fleche^ had 
id clofe fiegc to Mans^ and expefted to carry 
e town in a few days. The King, leaving his 
lace, commanded fome about him to point 
hereabout Mans lay ; and fo rode ftraight on 
ithout refledion, until he came to the coafl. 

His 

• Th«y held it eighty-eight years; from 'Julf I0p9, to Offo- 

• I187. 

t Equal to 1,400^000 /. 35 inQfl<7 pailcs now* 
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His attendants advifed him to wait until he had 
made preparations of men and money j to which 
he only returned, " They that love me, will fol- 
*Mow me." He entered the fliip in a violent 
ftornv;^ which the mariners beholding with afto- 
niihment, at length in great humility gave him 
warning of the danger ; but the King command- 
ed them inflantly to put off to fea, and not be a- 
fraid ; for he had never in his life heard of any 
king that was drowned. In a few days he drove 
the enemy from before the city, and took the 
Count himfelf prifoner, who raging at his defeat 
and captivity, exclaimed |, " That this blow was 
** from fortune ; but valour could make reprifals, 
*^ as he (hould (hew, if ever he regained his li- 
" berty.'* This being told the King, he fcnt for 
the Count, let him underfland that he had heard 
of his menaces, then gave him a fine horfc, bid 
him begone immediately, and defied him to do 
his word. 

It 
} There is To much pleafantry and humoor, as well as ipirit 
and hcroifm in this ftory, as wc have it recorded by WilRam dt 
Malrnejbury, who reprcfcnts the menace as thrown out in the 
king's prefence, that I fhall make no apology for letting down 
his words at length. *' Author turbarum Helias capitor; col 
** ad fe addu£to rex ludibundus, < Habeo tc, magifter, inquit.* 
** At ille, cujus aha nobilitas nefciret etiam in tanto pericub 
" fapcre; * Fortuito, inquit, me ccpifti: fi pofliim eTadere, no-* 
<* vi quid facerem.' Tunc Willielmus, prz furore fere eztn ie 
*< pofitus, et obtuens Heliam, * Tu, inquit, nebulo, to quid £1- 
** ceres! Difcede; abi; fuge. Concedo tibi ut facias quicqnid 
" poteris : et per vultum dc Luca, nihil, fi jnc viceris, nihil 
** pro hac venia tecum paciicar.'** t. r. By the face of St. Luke, 
if thou (houldft have the fortune to conquer me, I icora to com- 
pound mth thcQ for my release. 
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It would have teen an injury to this princess 
Incmory, to let pafs an aftion, by which he ac- 
quired more honour than from any other in \(i$ 
life, and by which it appeared that he was not 
without fomc feeds of magnanimity, had they been 
better cultivated, or not over-run by the number . 
or prevalency of his vices. 

I have met with nothing elfe in this king's 
reign that deferved to be remembered ; for, as to 
an unfuccefsful expedition or two againft Wales, 
cither by himfelf or his generals, they were very 
inconfiderableboth inadlion and event, nor attend- 
ed with any circumftances that might render a 
relation of them of any ufe to pofterity, either 
for inftruiftion or example. 

His death was violent and unexpefted, the cf- 
{eGt of cafualty ; although this perhaps is the on- 
ly misfortune of life to which the perfon of a 
prince is generally lefs fubjeft than that of other 
men. Being at hi« beloved exercife of hunting 
in the New Forejl of Hawpjbire^ a large ftajg croflT- 
ed the way before him : the King, hot on his 
game, cried out in haftc to Walter Tyrrel^ a 
a knight of his attendants, to flioot ; Tyrrel im- 
mediately let fly his arrow, which, glancing a- 
gainft a tree, ftruck the King through the heart, 
who fell dead to the ground without fpeaking a 
vrord. Upon the furprife of this accident, all 
his attendants, and Tyrrel * among the reft, fled 
diflircnt ways % until the fright being a little o- 

VoL. XIL A a vcfj 

• Yet Eadmer faith, That Tyrrel told him, he had not been 
ki the Forcil that day. 
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ver, fome of them returned, and caufing the bo- 
dy to be laid in a^collier's cart» for want of other 
conveniency, conveyed' it in a very unbecoming 
contemptuous manner to Wincheftery where it was 
buried the next day without folemnity^ andj 
which is worfe, without grief. 

I fliall conclude the hiftory of this prince's 
reign, with a defcription and charadier of his bo- 
dy and mind, impartially, from the collections I 
have made ; which method I fhall obferve like- 
wife in all the fucceeding reigns. 

He was in ftaturc fomewhat below the ufual 
fize, and big>bellied ; but he was well and ftrong- 
ly knit. His hair was yellow or fandy ; his face 
red, which got him the name of Rufus ; his fore- 
head flat 5 his eyes were fpotted, and appeared of 
different colours ; he was apt to flutter in fpeak- 
ing, efpecially when he was angry ; he was vi- 
gorous and a£tive, and very hardy to endure fa- 
tigues, which he owed to a good conftitution of 
health, and the frequent exercife of hunting : in 
his drefs he afFeCled gaiety and expence, which, 
having been firft introduced by this prince into 
his court and kingdom, grew, in fucceeding 
reigns, an intolerable grievance. He alfo firft 
brought in among us luxury and profuiion of 
great tables. There was in him, as in all o- 
ther men, a mixture of virtues and vices, and 
that in a pretty equal degree ; only the misfortune 
was, that the latter, although not more nume* 
rous, were yet much more prevalent than the for-- 
mer. For, being entirely a man of pleafurc, this 

madQ 
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made him facrifice all his good qualities, and 
gave him too many occafions of producing his ill 
ones. He had one very fingular virtue for a 
prince, which was that of being true to his word 
and promifc • : he was of undoubted perfonal va- 
lour, whereof the writers in thofe ages produce 
feveral inftances ; nor did he want (kill and con- 
duft in the proccfs of war. But, his peculiar 
excellency was that of great difpatch, which, 
however ufually decried, and allowed to be only 
a happy temerity, does often anfwer all the ends 
of fecrecy and counfel in a great comrA^ander, by 
furprifing and daunting an enemy when he leaft 
cxpcfts it; as may appear by the greateft adlions. 
and events upon the records of every nation. 

He was a man of found natural fenfe, as well 
as of wit and humour, upon occaflon. There 
were feveral tenets in the Romi/lj church he could 
not digeft, particularly that of the faints inter- 
ceffion; and living in an nge over-run with fuper- 
flition, he went fo far into the other extreme, as to 
be cenfured for an atheift. The day before his 
death, a monk relating a terrible dream,, which 
feemed to forebode him fome misfortune, the 
King being told the matter, turned it into a jefl; 
faid. The man was a monk, and dreamt like a 
monk, for lucre fake ; and therefore, command" 
ed Fitzbamen to give him an hundred (hillings, 
A a 2 that 

* Yet he was fbmetimes guilty of breach of his faith in trca^ 
ties. But, he is not the only prince who in different characters 
bad different meaflires of right and wrong; a public aad a fri- 
gate coafcicQce.. 
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that he might not complain he had dreamt to no 
purpofe. - 

His vices appear to have been rather derived 
from the temper of his body, than any original 
depravity of his mind ; for being of a fanguine 
complexion, wholly bent upon his pleafures, and 
prodigal* in his nature, he became engaged in 
great expences *. To fupply thefe, the people 
were perpetually opprefled with illegal taxes and 
exaftions ; but that fort of avarice which arifes 
from prodigality and vice, as it is always needy, 
fo it is much more ravenous and violent than the 
other, which put the King and his evil inftru- 
ments (among whom Ralphy biihop of Durham^ 
is of fpecial infamy) upon thofe pernicious me- 
thods of gratifying his extravagances by all man- 
ner of oppreflion ; whereof fome are already men-r 
tioned, and others are too foul to relate. 

He is generally taxed by writers, for difcover- 
ing a contempt of religion in his common dif- 
courfe and behaviour 5 which I take to have rifcn 
from the Came fountain, being a point of art, 

and 

• Not from his attachment to grofler pleafures ; but from hk 
vanity, ftudy of magnificence, buildings, affe£hitiofi of ^fBOfsor 
frty, and profufcncfs in rewarding the bravery of bk ibUkrs. 
The Monks bring againft him a general charge of inoontincoc^; 
but mention no particulars : no fpurious ifliie is heard of; no 
miftrcfs raifed to rank and fplendour; not the name of any of bk 
private favourites has reached us. Had he been as traOabk t» 
yinfelfttj as Edgar was to Dunftan; had he laid his ibeptre mder 
the feet ©f that infolent bigot; the fame Monks would luwc ce- 
lebrated his piety, and palliated his failings; as the popes were 
equally grateful to Dunftan, Anfilm, and BeckU, by cxalCuiff 
thofe Uccn^^rics iwto l»inti 
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and a known expedient, for men, who cannot 
quit their immoralities, at lead to banifli all re- 
flexions that may difturb them in the enjoyment, 
which mud be done either by not thinking of re- 
ligion at all, or, if it will obtrude, by putting ic 
out of countenance. 

Yet there is one inftancc that might flicw him 
to have fomc fenfe of religion as well as juftice. 
When two monks were outvying each other in 
canting the price of an abbey, he obfcrved a third 
at fome diftance, who faid never a word. The 
King demanded why he would not offer : The 
monk faid, he was poor^ and beiides, would give 
nothing if he were ever fo rich. The King re- 
plied. Then you are the fitted perfon to have it ^ 
and immediately gave it him* But this is, per- 
haps with reafoh enough, afligned more to ca- 
price than confcience; for he was under the 
power of every humour and paffion that pof- 
Icflcd him for the prefenf, which made him ob- 
Hinate in his refolves, and undeady in the pro- 
fee ution. 

He had one vice or folly that feemed rooted in 
his mind, and of all others mod unbefitting 3 
prince: this was a proud difdainful manner^ 
both in his words and gedures ; and having al- 
ready lod the love of his fubjedb, by his avarice 
and oppreflion, this finiflicd the work, by bring- 
ing him into contempt and hatred among his 
fervants 5 fo that few among the word of princes- 
have had the luck to be fo ill-beloved, or fo little 
lamented. 

A a J He 
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He never married) having an invincible abhor- 
rence for the ftate, although not for the fex. 

He died in jthe thirteenth year of hk reign> 
the forty-third of his age, and of Chr'tji i loo^ 
Augujl z. 

His works of piety were few ; but in buildings 
he was very expenfive, exceeding any king of 
England before or fince ; among which, Weftmin* 
Jler-Hally Windfor Cajile^ the To'wtr of London^ 
and the whole city of Carlifle^ remain lafling mo*^ 
numents of his magnificence^ 
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The REIGN of 

HENRY the FIRST. 

THIS prince was the youngeft fon of )^/- 
Isam the Conqueror y and bred to more learn- 
ing than was ufual in that age, or to his rank, 
which got him the fumame of Beauclerc; the re- 
putation whereof, together with his being born 
in England^ and bom fon of a king, although of 
little weight in themfelves, did very much 
ftrcngthen his pretcnfions with the people. Be- 
fides, he had the fame advantages of his brother 
RAerfs abfence, which had proved before fo fuc- 
ccfsful to Rufusy whofe treafures he likewife 
feized on immediately at his death, after the 
feme manner, and for the fame end, as Rufus 
did thofc of his father the Conqueror. Robert 
lad been now five years abfent in the Holy War^ 
^here he acquitted himfelf with great glory; 
and although he was now in Apulia^ upon his 
return homeward, yet the nobles pretending not 
to know what was become of him, and others 
giving out that he had been cle£ted king of Je^- 
rufalem, Henry laid hold of the occafion, and call- 
ing together an aflembly of the clergy, nobles, 
and people of the realm at London^ upon his pro* 
mifes to reilore king Edward^% laws, and redrefs 
the grievances which had been introduced by hia 
father and brother^ they confented to eled him» 

king. 
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king *. Immediately after his coronation, Be* 
proceeded upon reforming the abufes of the late 
reign: he banifhed diflblutc perfons from the 
court, who had long infefled it under the protec- 
tion and example of Rufus : he reftorcd the peo- 
ple to the ufe of lights in the night, which the 
Conqueror had forbidden, after a certain hour, bf 
the ringing of t bell. Then he publifhed his char- 
ter, and ordered a copy thereof to be taken for 
every county in England. This charter was, in 
fubftancc, the freedom of mother church from 
former oppreflions \ leave to the heirs of nobles 
to fucceed in the poflcffion of their lands^ with- 
out being obliged to redeem them, only paying 
to the king a moderate relief f ; abolition of fines 

for 

• Notwithftanding the phrafc cleBus eft be uicd on tliis oaa- 
fion, by Henry of Huntington^ and fTilftam of Mahn/bury, there 
ftems to be a znanifeft impropriety in it. The barons convened 
at London,, upon news of JVilRam^ dieath, pcctcndcdto no power 
of ele^ng a monarch, but of declaring- to whom the crown had 
devolved. A falie charge of illegitimacy was made uie of to dc* 
ftroy the title of Robert . Impoftterunt ei Uleptimatem, quod non 
fiterat procreatm de legitimo tUro WilRelmt Cotiqueftoris; unde una* 
mmi qffenfii fuo if/urn refutaverunt, et fro rege ommno rtcufave^ 
runt, et Heurieum fratrem In regent creaverunt» Knygbton, The 
body of barons, or great council of the land, were, in all fuch 
emergencies, deemed the interpreters or judges of the law of £nicr 
cclTion. 

f This was in appeasance a very important conce(fion, and 
yet proved of little v£t\ for To long as the meafare and propor- 
tion of fuch reRef (or fine upon admittance) was left undeter- 
mined, a door was ftill open for grievous exactions. Whenc© 
the barons, in their famous convention with king John, obliged 
hka to iettie the rcftefoi their heirs, at zoo pounds for an carl's- 
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for licence of marriage to their heircfles ; a pro- 
mifc of not refufing fuch licence, unlcfs the 
match propofed be with the king's enemy *, isfc. 
the next of kin to be guardians of the lands of 
orphans ; puniihments for coiners of falfe money ; 
a confirmation of St. Edward's laws ; and a ge- 
neral amnefly. 

About the fame time he performed two a£ls of 
juftice, which, by gratifying the revenge and the 
love of the people, gained very much upon their 
affeftions to his perfon : the firft was, to imprifon 
Ralphj bifhop of Durham^ who, having been raifed 
by the late king from a mean and fordid birth to 
be his prime confident and miniftcr, became the 
chief inftrumcnt, as well as contriver, of all his 
opprefiions : the fecond was, in recalling and re- 
ftoring archbifliop An/elm^ who, having been for- 
ced by the continual perfecutions of the fame 

prince, 

barony, lOO marks for a common barony, and loo fliUIiDgs for 
a knight's fief; which was the ancient fine upon fucccffion, and 
was fuppofcd to be a fourth part of the yearly income of the re- 
fpcUvrc inheritances. See Magna Chart a, art. 3. '* Hxresfuus 

*« pien>t dlatis baheat bxredltatem fuam per antiquum elevium, 

*« Jcil. hxres comtis,'* &c. That there wereVery great abufcs ia 
this branch of the royal revenue in the preceding reigo, may ap- 
ptar from the r^/fr/ exacted of Robert de Belefme carl of Sbrev>f- 
hury, upon his fucceeding in 1098 to the baronies of his elder 
brother : this, wc are told by Ordericus VitaBs^ was 3000 A/ an 
enormons fum in thoic times, and equivalent toabout 69,700/. 
in the preftnt. A nobleman, reduced to compound in this man- 
ner with the crown, before he could have legal poflcfllon of his. 
paternal eftate, might Well be faid to redeem it. 
♦ u <. With a traitor or malecontcnt. 
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prince^ to leave England^ had lived ever fince in 
baniihmentj and deprived of all his revenues. 

The king had not been many months on his 
throne, when the news came, that duke Robert^ 
returned from the Holy Land^ was received by his 
fubjefts with great marks of joy and honour, and 
in univerfal reputation for his valour and fuccefs 
againft the infidels: foon after which, iZ^ji^^bifliop 
of Durham^ either by the negligence or corruption 
of his keepers, efcaped out of prifon, and fled o- 
vcr to the duke ; whom he ftirred up to renew 
and folicit his pretenfions to the crown oi England j 
by writing to fever al nobles, who, either [through 
old friendftiip, or new difcontent, or an opinion 
of his title, gave him promifes of their afliilance, 
as foon as he Ihould land in England : but the 
duke, having returned exceeding poor from the 
Holy Land J was not yet in a condition for fuch an 
undertaking j and therefore thought fit to defer it 
to a more feafonablc opportunity. 

As the king had hitherto, with great, induftry, 
fought all occafions to gratify his people, fo he 
continued to do in the choice of a wife. This 
was Matilda, daughter of Malcolm the hte king of 
Scots i a lady of great piety and virtue, who, by 
the power or perfuafion of her friends, was pre- 
vailed with to leave her cloyfler for a crown, after 
flie had, as fome writers report, already taken the 
veil. Her mother was fitter to Edgar Athelingy 
the laft heir male of the Saxon race j of whom 
frequent mention hath been made in the two pre- 
ceding reigns j and thus the Saigon line, to the 

great 
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sit contentment of the Englifi nation, was a- 
fgain reftored. 

Duke Roberty having now with much difficulty 
land oppreffion of his fubjeds^ raifed great forces, 
and gotten ready a fleet to convey them, refolved 
once more to afTert his title to the crown of Eng* 
iand: to which end he had for fome time held a 
fccret correfpondence with feveral nobles, and 
lately received freih invitations. The king, on 
the other fide, who had received timely intelli- 
gence of his brother's preparations, gave orders 
to his admirals to watch the fea-ports, and endea- 
vour to hinder the enemy's landing : but the com- 
manders of feveral (hips, whether i^o^^r/ had won 
them by his bribes, or his promifes, indead of of- 
fering refiilance, became his guides, and brought 
his fleet fafe into Port/mouthy where he landed his 
' men, and from thence marched to Winchejlery his 
army hourly cncreafing by great numbers of peo- 
ple, who had either an affection for his perfon, 
^n opinion of his title, or a hatred to the king. 
In the mean time, Henry advanced with his for- 
ces, to be near the duke, and obferve his motions; 
but, like a wife general, forbore offering battle to 
an invader, until he might do it with manifeft 
advantage. Befidcs, he knew very well that his 
[ brother was a perfon whofe policy was much in- 
ferior to his valour, and therefore to be fooner o- 
vercome in a treaty than a fight : to this end, the 
nobles on both fides began to have frequent inter- 
views \ to make overtures ; and at laft concert the 
terms of a peace ; but wholly to the advantage of 
the king, Robert renouncing iiis pretenfions, in 

conCi<Xtx^X\QXV 



his return to Normandy after this difho 
peace, grew out of all reputation with th 
as well as into perfect hatred and con 
mong his own fubje£tSy which in a fh 
was the caufe of his ruin. 
. The King, having thus by his prudenc 
of a dangerous and troublefome rival, and 
ler by his valour quelled the infurrediio 
carls of Shrew/bury and MortaWj whom 1 
to fly into Normandy^ found himfelf in fi 
at home and abroad, and therefore the 
might venture a contention with the c 
bout the right of inverting bifhops 5 upc 
fubjef); many other princes at that time 1 
troverfy with their clergy : but, after loi 
gling in vain, were all forced to yield a 
the decree of a fynod in Rome^ and to the 
cy of the bifhops in the feveral countrii 
form of inverting a birtiop, was by delii 
ring and apaftoral rtaff j which, at Rome^ 
clared unlawful to be performed by any 



HEVRT THE FIRST. 27/ 

tkem. This the archbifliop refufed with great 
firmne&i purfuant to what he underftood to be 
his duty, and to feveral immediate commands of 
the pope. Both (ides adhering to their own fen- 
timents, the matter was carried to Romey where 
An/elm went in perfonj by the king's defire; who, 
at the fame timo, fent ambafladors thither to af- 
fert and defend his caufe : but the pope fti 11 infift- 
ing. An/elm was forbidden to return to Enilafid. 
The king feized on all his revenuesi and would 
not reftore him, until, upon other conceflions of 
the pope, Henry was content to yield up his pre- 
tcnfions to theinveftiture; but, however, kept the 
right of eledling flill in his own hands. 

Whatever might have been the method of cleft- 
ing bi(hops, in the more primitive ages, it feema 
plain to me, that in thefe times, and fomewhat be- 
fore, although the cleftion was made per clerum 
Isfpopulum; yet the king always nominated at 
firft, or approved afterwards, and generally both, 
<is may be feen by the ftyle in whkh their -elefti- 
ons ran, as well as by the perfons choien, who 
were ufually churchmen of the court, or in fome 
employment near the king. But whether this were 
■a gradual encroachment of the regal upon the fpi- 
xitual power, I had rather leave others to difpute. 

1 104. About this time, duke Ro^f r/ came to 
Englandy upon a vifit to the king, where he was 
received with much kindnefsandhofpitality;buty 
at the fame time, the queen had private direfUons 
to manage his eafy temper, and work him to a 
xonfent of Temitting his penfion : this was com- 

Vol. Xn. Bb paffed 
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pafied without much difficulty: but, upon the 
duke's return to Normandy^ he Was fevcrely rc- 
proyed for his weaknefs by Ralph biAiop of Dut" 
ham^ and the two earls of Mortain and Shre'w/bu'* 
ry. Thcfe three having fled from England (ot re- 
bellion, and other treafons, lived exiles in Nor^ 
mandj : and, bearing an inveterate hatred to the 
king, refolved to ftir up the duke to a refentment 
of the injury and fraud of his brother. Robert^ 
who was various in his nature, and always under 
the power of the prefent perfuader, eafily yielded 
to their incitements ; reproached the king in bit- 
ter terms, by letters and meflages, th&t he had 
cozened and circumvented him ; demanding fatis- 
fa£):ion, and withal threatening revenge. At the 
fame time, by the advice of the three nobles al- 
ready mentioned, he began to arm himfelf as 
formidably as he could, with deCgn to'feizeupoa 
the king's poflTeilions in Normandy:: but as this 
refolution was rafliJy taken up, fo ifnvas as faint- 
ly purfued, and ended in his deftruftion : neither 
hath any prince reafon to expc£k better fortune, 
that engages in a war againft a powerful neigh- 
bour upon the counfel or infiigation of exiles, 
who having no farther view than to ferve their 
private intereft, or gratify their revenge, are furc 
to fucceed in one or other, if they can embark 
pHnces in their quarrel, whom they fail not to 
incite by the falfcft reprefentations of their own 
flrcngth, and the weaknefs of their enemy : for 
as the king was now fettled in his throne too firm 
to be (hakenj fo Robert had wholly loft his credit 

and 
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and frlend(hip in England; was funk in reputa- 
tion at home ; and^ by his unlimited profufcncfs, 
reduced fo loW| that, having pawned mod of his 
. dominions, he had offered Rouen^ his ca- 
pital city, in fale to the inhabitants. ^* 
All this was very well known to the king, who, 
refolving to make his advantage thereof, pretend- 
ed to be highly provoked at the difgraceful 
fpeecfaes and menaces of his brother \ which he 
made the formal occafion of a quarrel. Therefore, 
he firft fent over fome forces to ravage his coun- 
try ; and, undcrftanding that the duke was coldly 
fupported by his own fubjefts, many of whom 
.came over to the king's army, he foon followed in 
perfon with more ; took fcveral towns ; and, plac- 
ing garrifons therein, came back to England^ dc- 
fignihg, with the firft pretext or opportunity, to 
return with a more potent army, and wholly fub- 
due the dutchy to his obedience. 

Robert J now grown fenfible of his weaknefs, 
became wholly difpirited ; and following his bro-* 
ther into England^ in 2l moft deje£led manner beg- 
ged for peace : but the king, now fully determin- 
ed upon his ruin, turned away in difdain, mutter- 
ing at the 'fame time fome threatening words. 
This indignity roufcd up once more the finking 
courage of the duke j who, with bitter words^ de- 
tefting the pride and infolence of Henry^ with- 
drew in a rage, and haftening back to Narmandj/y 
inade what preparations he could for his own de- 
fence. The king obferving his nobles very ready 
to engage with him in this expedition ; and being 
B b a afiurcd 
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aflured diat thofe in Normandy would, upon hh 
approach, revolt from the duke, foon foUowed 
irith a mighty army, and the flower of his king- 
dom. Upon his arrival, he was attended, accord- 
ing to his expedation, by feveral Norman lords:; ' 
and, with this formidable force, fat down before 
Tenerchebray. The duke, accompanied by the two 
exiled earls, advanced with what ftrength he had, 
in hopes to draw the enemy from the fiegc of fo 
important a place, although at the hazard of a 
battle. Both armies being drawn out in battalia, 
that of the king's trufting to thdr numbers, began 
1 1 06 ^^^ charge with great fury, but without any 
order. Theduke,witbforccsfarinfcrior,re- 
ecived the enemy with much firmnefs ; and, find- 
ing they had fpent their firft heat, advanced very 
regularly againft their main body, before they 
could recover themfclves from the confufion they 
were in. He attacked them with fo much cou- 
rage, that he broke their whole body, and they 
began to fly on every fide. The king, believing 
all was lod, did what he could, by threats and 
gentle words, to flop the flight of bis men, but 
found it impoffible : then he commanded two bo* 
dies of horfe, which were placed in either wing, 
to join, and wheeling about, to attack the enemy 
in the rear. The duke, who thought hintfelf fo 
near a vi£^ory, was forced to ftophis purfuit ; and 
' ordering his men to face about,began the fight anew. 
Meantime, the fcattered parts of the main 
body, which had fo lately fled, began to ral- 
ly, and pour in upon the Normans behind, by 

Vhich 
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which duke Aahert*^ artny was almoft encomp:ifl^ 
cd ) yet they kept their ground a while, and made 
fcveral charges, until at length, perfeflly over- 
borne by numhers, they were utterly defeated. 
There, duke Robert^ doing all the parts of a great 
captain, was taken prifoner, together with the 
carl of Msrtain, and almoft his whole army : for 
.being hemmed in on all (ides, few of them could 
make their efcape. Thus, in the fpace of 
forty years, Nsrmandy fubdued. England, 
and England Normandy ; which are eYentu perhaps 
faardlytobe paralleled in any other ages of the world. 

The k^ng, having ftaid a while to fettle the 
ftate of Normandy, returned with his brother into 
England, whom he fent prifoner to Cardiff c?^{i\c, 
with orders that he (hould be favourably ufed, 
which, for fomc time, were duly obferved 5 until 
being accufed of attempting to make his efcape 
^whether it were real or feigned) he had his eyes 
put out with a burning bafin, by the king's ex- 
prefii commands } in which miferable condition 
ike Ityed for fix a?id twenty years. 

It is believed the king would hardly have en- 
gaged in this unnatural and invidious war, with 
fo little pretence or provocation, if the pope had 
not openly approved aad fan£)ified his caufe, ex- 
horting him to it as a meritorious a^lion^ which 
feemslo, have been but an ill return from the 
vicar of Chrift to a prince who bad performed f<> 
many brave exploits for the fervic^ of the,ChuFch, 
to the hazard of his perfon, and ruin of his for- 
tune* Qutrtbev^ bigotted iQQBkl^ whq have 

r- . > Bbj left 
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left us their accounts of tbofc times, do generally 
-agree in heavily taxing the Roman court for bribe- 
rj and corruption. And the king had promlfed 
to remit his right of invefting bifhops, which he. 
performed immediately after his redu£Uon of 
Normandy f and was a matter of much more fervice 
to the pope, than all the achievements of duke Ro^ 
bert in the Holy Land, whofe merits, as well s^ pre- 
tenfions, were now antiquated and out of date* 

1 109. About this time, the emperor Henry V. 
fent to delire Maudi the king's daughter in mar- 
riage, who was then a child about eight years did: 
that prince had lately been embroiled in a quar- 
rel with the fee of Rome^ which began upon the 
fame fubje£l of invefting bifhops, but #as carried 
to great extremities : for, invading haly with a 
mighty army, he took the pope prifoner, forced 
him to yield to whatever terms he thought fit to 
impofe, and to take an oath of fidelity to him ^ 
tween his hands. However, as foon as Henry bad 
withdrawn his forces, the pope aflembling a coun- 
cil, revoked all his conceffions, as extorted by com- 
pulfion, and raifed great troubles in Germany a« 
gainft the emperor, who, in order to fecure him- 
felf, fought this alliance with the king* 

About this time likewife, died archbiOiop An-^ 
Jelm^ a prelate of great piety and learning, whofe 
zeal for the fee of Rome^ as well as for his own 
rights and privileges, fhould in juftice be im- 
puted to the errors of the time, and not of the 
man. After his death, the king, following the 
fteps of his brother^ held the (co vacant five years, 

coatc&ting 
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contenting Iiimfelf with an excufe, which looked 
like a jeft, th^t he only waited until he could find 
another fo good a man as Anfelm. 
- In the fourteenth year of this king's reign, the 
Weljb^ after their ufual manner, invaded the 
marches with great fury and deftrudlion ; but the 
king, hoping to put a final end to thofe perpetual 
troubles and vexations given to his kingdom by 
that unquiet people, went in perfon againft them 
with a powerful army ; and, to prevent their ufual 
ibratagem of retreating to their woods and moun« 
tains, and other faftnefles, he ordered the wodds 
to be cut down, befet all their places of fecurity, 
and hunting them like wild beads, made (b terri* 
ble a daughter, that at length, obferving them to 
fling down their arms, and beg for quarter, he 
commanded his foldiers to forbear 5 then receiv- 
ing their fubmiffions, and placing garrifons where 
he thought neceflTary, he returned, in great tri- 
uniph and fatisfadion, to London. 

1114. The princefs Maudt being now mar« 
riageable, was delivered to the emperor's ambaf- 
fador \ and for a portion to the young lady, a tax 
was impofed of throe fhillings upon every hide of 
land in England^ which grew afterwards into a 
. cuftom^* and was in fucceeding times confirmed 
by a£ts of parliament, under the name of Reafin* 

able 

* This iort of impofition was new to the EtigUJb ; but was a 
confcqueBce of the military tennre eftabliihed by the Conqueror. 
The like aV, wfcutagt^ as it was called, had been levied in other 
pjUrti of Bmff^ wh^cfcr the feudal fylWm had taken place, as 

oflt 



284 The REIGN or 

able Aid for marrying the Kin^s DaighUr^ al- 
though levied after a different manner. 

As the inditution of parliaments in Englani\% 
agreed by feveral writers to be owing to this 
king, lb that the date of the firft hath been af- 
Tigned by ibme to the fifteenth year of his reign *, 
which however is not to be affirmed with any 
certainty : for great councils were convoked not 
only in the two preceding reigns, but for time 
immemorial by the Saxon princes, who firft in- 
.troJuced them into this ifland, from the fame o- 
riginal with the other Gothic forms of govern- 
ment in moft parts of Europe. Thefe coundli or ' 
affemblies were compofed according to the plea- 
fure of the prince who convened them, generally 
of nobles and bifhops, fometimea were added 
fome confiderable commoners i but they feldom 
met, except in the beginning of a reign, or ia 
times of war, until this king came to the crown ; 
who being a wife and popular prince, called thefe 
great aflemblies upon moft important afiairs of 
his reign, and ever followed their sulvice ; which, 
if it proved fuccefsful, the honour and advantage 
redounded to him ; and if otherwife, he was free 
from the blame : thus, when he chofe a wife for 
bimfelf, and a hufband for his daughter, when he 
defigned his expedition againft Robert^ and even 

for 

oft as the lord of the fief had occafion to celebrate the nuptiaU of 
his eldeft daughter, or the knighthood of bU eldcft ion. We 
ihould have heard of this demand earlier in England, if any fuch 
occadon had happened. Mmit was the firft princdf-rayal (ivcn 
ia marriage after the ooD<iue(t 
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for the dgfkion of an archbiihop to the fee of 
Canterbury^ he proceeded wholly by the advice of 
fvxh general aflemUies, ftimmoned for >the pur- 
-pofe. But the ftyle of thefe conventions! as dell« 
•vered by feveral authors, is very various : fome« 
times it is eomites, barones^ bf eleri ; * his mar« 
riage was agreed ony coajtlio majorum natu isf 
magnatum terra. One author f calls it cottfilium 
printipumyfacerdotumy isf reliqui popuR. And for 
the eledion of an archbifhop, the Saxon chronicle 
iaysy that he commanded, by letters, all bifliops^ 
abbots^ and thanes, to meet him at Glocefler^ ad 
procerum conventum. Laftly, fome affirm thefe 
afierablies to have been an imitation of the three 
eftates in Normandy. I am very fenfible how 
much time and pains have been employed by fe- 
-vera! learned men to feacch out the original of 
parliaments in England^ wherein I doubt they 
have little fatisfied others or themfelves. I know 
likewife,^ that, to engage in the fame enquiry, 
would neither fuit my abilities nor my fubjed. 
It may be fufficient for my purpofe, if I be able 
to give fome Kttle light into this matter, for the 
ciiriofity of thofe who are left informed. 
' The inftitution of a ftate or commonwealth 
out of a mixture of the three forms of govern* 
ment received in the fchools, however it be de- 
rided as a felecifm and abfurdity by fome late 
writers on politics, hath been very ancient in 
the world, and is celebrated by the graved au« 
thors of antiquity. For although the fupreme 

power 
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power cannot properly be faid to be divided, yet 
it may be fo placed in three feveral hands, as each 
to be a check upon the other ; or formed into a 
balance, which is held by him that has the exe- 
cutive power, with the nobility and people in 
counterpoife in each fcale. Thus the kingdom 
of Media is reprcfented by Xenaphon before the 
reign of Cyrus : fo Polybius tells us, the befl; go- 
vernment is a mixture of the three forms, regno^ 
optimatium^ tsTpopuIi imperio .* the fame was that of 
Sparta in its primitive inftitution by Lycurgus^ 
made up of reges^ fenioreSy £5* populus ; the like 
may be aflerted of Romey Carthage^ and other 
dates ; and the Germans of old fell upon the fame 
model, from whence the G^ths their neighbours, 
with the reft of thofe northern people, did per- 
haps borrow it But an aflembly of the three 
eilates is not properly of Gothic inftitution : for 
thefe fierce people, when, upon the decline of the - 
Roman empire, they firft invaded Europe^ and fet- 
tled fo many kingdoms .in Italyj Spain, and other 
parts, were all heathens -, and when a body of 
them had^xed themfelves in a trzGt of land, left 
defolate by the flight or de({ru£tion of the na- 
tives) their military government, by tirfle and 
peace, became civil ; the general was king, bis 
great officers were his nobles and minifters of 
ftate, and the common foldiers the body of the 
people I but thefe were freemen, and had fmaller 
portions of land afligned them. The remaining 
natives were all flaves ; the nobles were a ftand- 
ing council ', and upon affairs of great import- 
ance. 
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), the freemen were likewife called by their 
efentatives to gi^e their advice. By which it 
;ars, that the Gothic frame of government 
SAed at Brft but of two ftates or afiemblies, 
er the adminiftration of a fingle perfon. But 
r die converfion of thcfe princes and their 
)le to the Chriftian faith, the Church becamer 
jwed with great pofleflions, as well by the 
Dty of kings, as the arts and induftry of the 
IY9 winning upon the devotion of their new 
rerts : and power, by the common maxim, al- 
8 accompanying property, the ecclefiadics 
in foon to grow confiderable, to form them- 
es into a body, and to call aflemblies or fy* 
s by their own authority, or fomctimes by the 
imand of their -princes, who in an ignorant 
had a mighty veneration for their learning as 
I as piety. By fuch degrees the Church arri* 
at length, by very juftiSable fleps, to have 
ifaare in the commonwealth, and became a 
deftate'in mod kingdoms of Europe. But 
e aflemblies, as we have already obferved, 
e ieldotn called in England before the reign of 

prince, nor even then were always compofed 
r the fame manner: neither does it appear, 
Q the writers who lived neareft to that age, 
: the people had any reprefentative at all, be* 

the barons and other nobles, who did not fit 
hofe aflemblies by virtue of their birth or crea- 
te but of the lands or baronies they held. So 
t the prefent conftitution of the Engli/h parlia- 
it bath^ by many degrees and alterations. 
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been modelled to the frame it is now in ; whkli 
alterations I {ball obferve in .the fucceeding 
reigns^ as exa£ily as I can difcover them^ by a di- 
ligent fearch into the hiftories of the feveral ages, 
without engaging in the controverted points oi 
law about this matter, which would rather per« 
plex the reader than inform him. . 

1 1 16. But to return : Louis tie Grofs lung ol 
France^ a valiant and afliire prince, in the flowsi 
of his age, fucceeding to that crown, that Ktbifi 
was deprived of, Normandy grew jealous of tlu 
neighbourhood and power of King tlenry^ ao( 
begun early to entertain defigns, either of fubdu 
ing that dutchy to himfelf, or at leaft of makin] 
a confiderable party againft the King in favour o 
U^illiami (on of Roh£rt^ whom for that end he hai 
taken into his prote£lion. Furfuant to thefe in- 
tentions, he foon found an occafion for a quarrel 
expoftulating with Henry^ that he had broken hi 
promife by not doing homage for the dutchy o 
Normandyj as well as by negle&ing to raze thi 
caftle of Gi/orff which was built on the Frend 
fide of the river Epte, the common boundary be 
tween both dominions. * 

Bu 
* Some years before, there had been a treaty oondnded b 
tween France and Nonmniy : wherein, among other pointc, 
was agreed, That the frontier town, Gifm^ (hould be ftqaeftm 
in the hands of a baron calkd Payen^ who was to ncme into* 
neither EngUJb nor Norman, nor French troops; but in caie 
ihould fall into the hands of either of the two kings, it was Ai 
pulated that the walls Ihould be razed withiii the Qnce of Ibrt 
days. Notwithfhinding this, Henry had iozed the place; an 
when called upon to iequefter it, or eUe to rase the mUs, dcclifl 
cd the dolni^ dther. Father Damef. 
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Hut an incident foon offered, which gave King 
Itienry a pretext for retaliating almbfl: in the fame 
inanncr : for it happened, that upon fome offence 
taken againft his nephew Theobald Count of Blois 
l>y the French King, Louis in great rage fent an 
army to invade and ravage the Earl^s territories. 
Theobald defended himfelf for a while with much 
Valour ; but at length, in danger to be over- 
powered, requefled aid of his uncle the King of 
England^ who fupported him fo effeftually with 
men and money, that he was able not only to de- 
ifcnd his own country, but very much to infed 
and annoy his enemy. Thus a war was kindled 
Ijctween the two kings. Louis now openly af- 
Tcrted the title of William the fon of Robert ; andl 
entering into an alliance with the Earls of i7/i«- 
ders and Anjou^ began to concert meafurcs for 
driving King Henry out of Normandy. 

The King having timely intelligence of his e- 
nemy's defigns, began with great vigour and dif- 
patch to prepare himfelf for war : he raifed, with 
jDiuch difficulty and difcontcnt of his people, thd 
greateft tax that had ever been tnown in Eng=^ 
land; and pafllng over into Normandy with a 
mighty army, joined his nephew Theobald* The 
King of France^ who had entertained hopes that 
he (hould over-run the dutchy before his enemy 
could arrive, advanced with great fecurity to- 
wards the frontiers of Normandy ; bat obferving 
an enemy of equal nurtiber and force already pre* 
pared to engage him, he fuddcnly ftopt his 
ittarch. The two armies faced one another for 

VoL.XU. Cc fomc 
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fomc hours, neither fide offering battle; the 
reft of the day was fpent in light ikirmiflies be- 
gun by the French^ and repeated for fome days 
following with various fuccefs ; but the remainder 
of the year paffed without any confiderableadion. 
1 1 19. At length the violence of the two prin- 
ces brought it to a battle : for Louis ^ to give a 
reputation to his arms, advanced towards the 
frontiers of Normandyy and after a fliort fiegc 
took Guc Nicaife* i there the King met him, and 
the fight began, which continued with great ob» 
ftinacy on both fides for nine hours. The French 
army was divided into two bodies, and the Eng-' 
lijh into three ; by which means, that part where 
the King fought in perfon, being attacked by a 
fuperior number, began to give way ; and Wil' 
Ham Crifpiriy a Norman baron, fingling out the 
king of England, (whofe fubjedl he bad been, but 
banifhed for treafcn) ftruck him twice on the 
head with fo much violence, that the blood gufli- 
cd out of his mouth* The King inflamed with 
rage and indignation, dealt fuch furious blows, 
that he ftruck down feveral of his enemies, and 
Crifpin among the reft, who was taken prifoner 
at his horfc's feet. The foldiers, encouraged by 
the valour of their Prince, rallied and fell on 
with frefti vigour, and the viftory feemed doubt- 
fid, when William, the fon of King Henry^ to 
whom his father had entrufted the third body of 
his army, which had not yet engaged, fell on 

with 
* At that time reckoned an ucpcrtant fottrefs on tbe.n'rcr 
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with this freQi referve upon the enemy, wlio was 
already very much haralTed with the toil of the 
day : this quickly decided the matter ; for the 
French^ though valiantly fighting, were over- 
come, with the flaughter of feveral thoufand 
men \ their King quitted the field, and withdrew 
io Andeli ; but the King of England recovering 
Qui Nicaifey returned triumphant to Rouen. 

This important vi£lory was followed by the 
defection of the Earl of Anjou to King Henryy 
jmd the Earl of Flanders fell in the battle; by 
which the King of -Fr^//^^ was at once. deprived 
of two powerful allies. However, by the inter- 
ceffion of the former, a peace was foon after 
made between both crowns. William the King'* 
fon did homage to Louis for the dukedom of 
Normandy; and the other Williamy following the 
fortunes of his father, was left to his prctenfions 
^d cpmplaints. 

It i& here obfervable, that from this time, until 
Wales was fubdued to the Englip crown, the eld- 
^ft fons of England were called Dukes of Not'^ 
mandyy as they are now Princes of Wales. 

1 1 20. The King having Itaid fome time in 
Normandyy for tlie fettlcment of his dutchy after 
the calamities and confufions of a war, returned 
to England^ to the very great fatisfadlion of his 
people and himfelf. He had enlarged his domi- 
nions by the conqueft of Normandy ; he had fub- 
dued all his competitors, and forced even the 
YXng^ France , their great proteftor, after a glo.- 
•lious viflory, to his own conditions of a peace ; 
C c i he 
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he was upon very good terms with the Pope, who 
had a great cftecm and friendfliip for his pcrfon, 
and made him larger conceflibns than was ufual 
from that fee, and in thofc ages. At home he 
was refpefted by the clergy, reverenced by the 
nobles, and beloved by the people 5 in his family 
he was blefled with a fon of much hopes, juft 
growing to years of manhood, and his daughter 
was an emprefs ; fo that he feemed to poflefs ais 
great a fhare of happinefs as human life is capable- 
to admit. But the felicity of man depends upon 
a conjunSion of many circumftances, which arc 
all fubjefl to various accidents, and every fingle 
accident is able to diflbrve the whole contexture ; 
which truth was never verified more than in this 
Prince, who by one domeftick misfortune, not to 
.be prevented or forefeen, found all the pleafurc 
nnd content he propofed to himfelf by his pru- 
dence, his induftry^ and his valour, wholly difap- 
ppinted and deftroycd : for William the young 
prince having embarked at Barfleur fomc time 
after his father, the mariners, being all drunk> 
/uiFcred the (hip to run upon a rock, where it was 
dafhed to pieces : the- Prince made a ftiift to get 
into the boat, and was making to the fhore, un- 
til forced back by the cries of his fiftcr, whom he 
received into the boat \ but^fo many others croud- 
cd in at the fome time, that it was im^mediately 
overturned. There periflied, beiide the Prince, 
a natural fon and daughter of the King's, his 
niece, and many other perfons of quality, toge- 
ther with ?M their attendants and fcrvants, to the 
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irumbcr of a hundred and forty, befides fifty ma* 
riners, but one perfon cfcaping. 

Although the King furvived this cruel misfor- 
tune many years, yet he could never recover his- 
former humour, but grew melancholy and mo- 
rofe : however, in order to provide better for the 
peace and fettlement of the kingdom after his 
death,, about five months after the lofs of his fon> 
his former queen having died three years before,, 
he married Adelais^ a beautiful young lady of the 
fanaily of Lorraiuy* in hopes of iflue by her, but 
never had any.- 

The death of the prince gave occafion to fomc 
new troubles in Normandy ; for the Earls of MiU" 
tant and Evreuxy Hugh de Montforty and other 
jiffojciates, began to rai£c infurredions thcre^ 
which were thought to, be privately fomented by 
the French King, out of enmity to King Henry y andT 
in favour oi JVllliam the fon of Robert^ to whorat 
the Earl of Anjcu had lately given his 
daughter in marriage. But William of 1124^ 
Tankervilhy, t^e King> lieutenant in Nar^ 
^andy^ fivprifing the enemy's forces by an am- 
]i)j^{h, exitU'ely routed tfaem^ took both the Earls^ 
prifopiers, an^ feat one pf them (Meulant) to his. 
inafter|-but tjie. Count ^'-£v/r^wx made his efcape,. 

i I26^ King Henryy haying now Joft hope of 

^ue by his new queen* brought widi him, on his; 

ireturn to England, his daughter Maude, who by 

die Emperor's death had been lately kft a widow 

C c 3 audi 

^ * She was the dauj^htcr of Cotlfr^j Dufcc of Uuvaifty or- the 
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and childlcfs ; and in a parliament or gencrar aPl ll 
fenibly, which he had fummoncd at Wind/or^ he * 
caufed the crown to be fettled on her and hpr 
children, and made all his nobles take a folenm 
oath to defend her title. This was performed by 
none with fo much forwardnefs as Siepben "Ezrl of 
Boulogne^ who was obferved to fhew a more than 
ordinary zeal in the matter. This young lord 
was the King^s nephew, being fecond fbn of the 
Earl of Bhii by j^dela the conqueror's daughter: 
he was in high favour with the King his uncle, 
who had married him to the daughter and heirefe 
of the Earl of Boulogtiey given him great poflef- 
lions in Ehglandy and made Wm indeed too 
powerful for a fubj'eft. 

The King, having thus fixed^the fucceflion of 
' the crown in his daughter, by an adt of fcttte- 
ment and an oath of fealty, looked about to pro- 
vide her with a fecond hufBand, and at length 
determined his choice in Geoffry Plantagenet Earl 
of Anjouy the fon of Fulk lately deceafbd; 

This jMrince, whofe dominions confined art 
France and Normandy , was ufually courted* for an 
ally by both kings in their ftvcral quarrels j but 
having little faith or honour, he never fcrupled 
to change fides as often as he faw or conceived' it 
for his advantage/ After the great viftory over 
the French^ he ckrfed in with King Henry^ and 
gave his daughter to the young Prince William; 
yet at the feme time, by the private encourage-* 
ment of Louis^ he prevailed on the King of Eng^ 
land to be eafy in the conditions of a peace. 

Upoa 
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f "Upon the unfortunate lofs of the Prince, and 
the troubles in Normandy thereupon, he fell again 
I from the King, gave his other daughter to W'th 
; ham the fon of Robert^ and ftruck up with France 
to take, that Prince again into proteftion. But 
dying foon after, and leaving his fon Geoffry to 
fucceed in that earldom^, the King was of opinion 
he could not any where beftow his daughter with 
more advantage, both for the fecurity and en- 
largement of Iris dominions, than by giving her 
to this Earl ; by which marriage Anjou would be- 
come an acquifition to Normandy^ and thus be a 
more equa) match to fo formidable a neighbour 
as France* In a (hort tkne the marriage was 
concluded '^ and this earl Gecffry had the honour 
ta introduce into the royal family of England the 
fumame of Plantagenet^ borne by fo many fue- 
ceeding kiiigs^ which began with Henry II. wha 
was the eldefl fon of this marriage. 

But the Kmg of France was in great difcon- 
tent at this* match : he eafily forefa\V the difmal 
eonfequences to himielf and his fucccflbrs from 
fuch an increafe of domiaiovi united to the eroi^n 
of England: he knew what impreffion« might be 
made in future times to* the (baking of his throne 
• by an afpiring and warlike king, if they fhould 
' happen in a^ weak reign^ or upon any great dif- 
eontents in that kingdom. Which conjeaurca 
being highly reafonable (and fince often verified 
by events) he caft about to find fome way of dri- 
ving the King of England entirely out of France ; 
but having neither pretext nor ftpmach in the 
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midft of a peace to begin an open and fcrmaf 
quarrel, there fell out an accident which gave 
him plaufiblc occafion of purfuing his defign. 

Charles the Goody Earl of Flanders^ having been: 
lately murdered by fome of his fubjcfts, upon 
private revenge, the king of France went in ,per- 
fon to take revenge of the aflaflins, which he per- 
formed with great juftice and honour. But the 
late Earl leaving no heir of his body, and feveral 
competitors appearing to difpute the (ucceiBonj 
Louis rejedled fome others who feemed to have a 
fairer title, and adjudged it to William^ the fon 
of Roherty the better to ibcure him to his inle- 
refts, upon any defign he might engage in againft 
the king ef England. Not content with this, lie 
aflided the earl in perfon, fubdued his ritails, and 
lefthim in peaceable pofTeffion of his new dominion. 

King Henry y on the other fide, was very appre- 
hcnfivc of his nephew^s greatnefs, well knowing 
lo what end it was dire£ted i however* he feemed 
not to regard it, contenting himfeif tt> give the 
carl employment at home, by privately nourifhing: 
the difcontents of his new fubjefb, and abetting 
under-hand another pretender : for William had 
fo entirely loft the hearts of his people, by his in- 
tolerable avarice and cxaftions, that the principal^ 
towns in Flanders revolted from him^ and invit* 
ed Thierrie Earl of jdlface to be their governor. 
But the King of France generouily refblvcd to 
appear once more in his defence, and took his third 
expedition into Flanders, for that purpofe- He tad 
.mar<;h?d ^$ far as Artois^ when he was fuddcnlf 

lecaUeit 
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feealied to defend his own dominions from the 
fury- of a powerful and provoked invader : for 
Henry king oi England, moved with indignation 
to fee the French king, in the midft of a peace, fo 
frequently and openly fupporting his moft danger- 
ous enemy, thought it the bed way to divert 
Louis from kindling a (ire againft him abroad, 
by forcing him to extinguiih one at home : he 
therefore entered into the bowels of Franccy ra- 
vaging and laying wade all before him, and quick- 
ly grew fo formidable, that the French king, to 
purchafe a peace, was forced to promife never' 
XQore to aflift or favour the earl of Flanders : how- 
ever, as it fell out, this article proved to be whol- 
ly needlefs ; for the young earl foon after gave 
battle to Thierrie, and put his whole army to the 
rout : but purfuing his vidory, he received a 
wound in his wrift, which, by the unikilfulnefe 
of a furgeon, coft him his life.* 

This one flight inconfiderable accident did, ia 
all probability, put a ftop to very great events j 
for if that young prince had furvived his viftory^ 
it is hardly to be doubted but through the jufll- 
iiefs of his caufe, the reputation of his valour, and 
the afliftance of the king of Francs, he would in 
a little time have recovered Normandy, and per- 
haps his father's liberty, which were the two de- 
figns he had in agitation \ nor could he well have 
-mifled the crown of England after the king's 
death, who was now in his decline, when he had 

'. f^ 

• The lance paflcdTthroagh or under the ball of h!s thumb in* 
to htii wcUt The wound ^ngrcning;, he dipd within £yc days.. 
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fo fair a title, and no competitors in view but a 
woman and an infant. 

1 1 29. Upon the king's return from Nor mi^ndy^ 
a great council of the clergy was held at London^ 
for the puniihing of priefts who lived in concubi- 
nage, f which was the great grievance of the 

Church 

+ For celihsicy was now placed among the firft of ecckfiaftic 
virtues. Not concubines only, but wives, were deemed /a reproach 
to the facred order ; and canons were made for infliAing equal 
punlfhments on clergymen who cohabited with either : nay, the 
wives of priefts were denied to be wives, and degraded into th^ 
rank of concubines. 

At fomc preceding councils in tliis wign, fcvere decrees paflcd 
\o re(b-aineccle(iaftlcs from matrimony, and lochaftift thoic, who, 
being married, Aould ncgleft to repudiate their wives. If a 
frieft, deacon, fuhdeacen, &c. Ihould fufFcr any vfotnan, except, a m(h 
tber, ftfter^ aunt^ §r per/on equally unfufpeBei^ to dwell in the houfe 
with himyYit was to be punifhcd with kfs ofhenefice and lofs of his orJer^ 
and the ^oncublnary, or fufpeftcd female, to be. fliT<r/f^,<C/Ii//f»erf, 
or reduced /e heaflave, [CounciU Loud, «ffff»iift6. c. 13.— p»>^* 
nion<\fi, anno 1 1 27. c. 5, 7.] Thefe were laws which the policy 
of Rome fuggefted, but which tKe king and lay-barbns might not 
fully approve. They were laws that could not^ however, ht pot 
'generally in execution, conQderilng the number and power of the 
married clergy at this time (to whofe clsum of the honourable aid- 
undefiled bed the laft blow had not yet been given) witboot the 
gid and concurrence of the civil power i the king feemed ready to 
co-operate, and found his advantage in (b doing. In the very be- 
ginning of his reign,, he was remarkably adlive in enforcing the 
new canons againft clerical incontinency, by levying fines on the 
tranfgrcfjbrs, without waiting for their convi£Hon in an ecclefia- 
(lical court, or ratlier in lieu of the penalties which foch oo«t 
might inflict. 

This was thought an invaHan of the fpiritual power ; and be-^ 
fides, a motive of avarice was fiippofcd to lurk under the 'ical bet. 
. ijirc^CQdcd for the chaflity of tjbc Church.. Anjjplm^ though lately 

' crAprcd 
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Cliurch in thofe ages, and had been condemned 
hy fevetal canons. This aiflcmbly thinking to 
take a niore eiFe£tual courfe againft that abomina- 
tion, as it was called^ decreed- fercre penalties 
ujMMi thdfe who ftiould be guilty x>f breaking it, 
entreating the king to fee the law put in execu- 
tion ; which he very readily undertook,^ biit per- 
formed -otherwife than was expefted, elud*^ 
ing the force, of the law by an evafion to his own 
advantage : for, exafting fines of the delinquent 
priefts, he ftfffcred t^em to keep their concubinejs 
without further difturbance. A very unaccount- 
able ftep in fo wife a body for their own concern- 
ments, 

tefleitd to royal fatonr, and to the poflcffion of the revenues of 
his &e, could n6t brOok fuch proceedmgs : he difpatched out of 
Normantly a chiding epiftle to the king. A fhort extract from 
!t may (hew the fpirit of the man, and the ftyle in w^hich biftiops 
durft admonifti their foverclgns. •* Audio qu6d vcftra exccUen* 
•* tia TindiAam cxcrcct fuper preftyteros Angliz, ftforisfaOurani 
'•* exigit ah lis qui non fcnravcrunt prarceptum concilii, quod ego 
** cam veftro favorc tenui apud Lundoniam cum aliis epifcopts, 
** 4rc, qudd ha£tenns inauditum & inttfitatum in ecdefia Dei de 
■«* tillo rcge 8c dc aliquo principe. Non enim pcrtinet — hujuA 
*• mdS. cuipam vindicarc, nifi ad fingulos cpifcopus— .aut, fi St 
** epiieopi in hoc ncpligentcs fucrint, ad arthiepiicopum & pri* 
** matem-^precor igitnr— & confulo— ne toj^ contra ecclefiafli^ 
•* cam confiietudinem in tarn grave pcccatum miMatis^dicoenim 
*« Tobis, qo6d valdfe timere dcbetis, qu6d pecunia taliter accepta 
»< — .non adjuvabit terrenanegotia; ut taccam, quantum noceat 
•' animae, quantum poftca pcrturbabit." The king, after fuch 
mn increpation, was cautious of interfering with eceleHaftical dtC* 
cipUne. Frelh iynods tlirew out more inveftives and fiercer mena-* 
.ces againd the concubinage, under which term was included the 
ttiarriage of clerks ; bnt the evil was ftill unrcmoved. Thus mat* 
tors ftood before the opening of the council of London in liZ9i 
%hQk impolitic management k here cenftord by Dr* S-vifu 
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l^ents, as the <llergy of thofe times is looked upon 
to have heen : and although, perhaps, the fad; be 
not worth recording, it may ferve as a leflbn to all 
aflemblies never to truft the execution of a law 
into the hands of thofe who will find it more to 
their interefts to fee it broken than obfcrvcd.* 

1 1 3I. The emprefs Maude was now happily de- 
livered of a fon, who was afterwards king of Eng^ 
landi by the name of Henry the Second : and the 
king calling a parliament, had the oath of fealty 
repeated by the nobles and clergy to her and her 
liTue, which in the compafs of three years they 
all broke or forgot. 

1134. I think 

- * The king might now, it feems, animadvert upon licentious and 
married priefts, without fear of a primate*s rqsrimand : the church 
itfelf had refigned this hranch of her difcipline to him ; hut he 
was far from anfwering the warm expeAations of the advocates 
for celibacy. Fines indeed he exacted from fuch as Xxt£gaSSodi a- 
gainft the canons ; this was a happy expedient for replenifliing 
his coffers : but when thofe fines had been paid by clerks under 
ceufure, he connived at their retaining -wives ^ and indulged them 
the protection of the civil power. , For we muft not fay with Alfred 
and other Jefuits, that he connived at their keeping ftrumpcts, not- 
withfhnding that the tctmfocaritt^ uied by Mathevf Paris^ may ficm 
to favour fuch reproach. Uxores is the appellation expre^ given 
to thofe fpared and pitied domefl^cks by Henry HUHtiJigdoii% 
Hovedott, the Annals of Morgan and of Waver'fy, and the Chro- 
nicon of Hemngford, [See ColCter^ EccL Hj/?. toL L p. 3»»J If 
it was an overflght in the clergy to entruft the king with the 
execution of their laws againft concubinage, Hirtfr^, however, aM 
on this occafion, the good politician, by difpenfing with thofe 
who could not bear a fcparatiou from their wives. It was not his 
bufinefs to extinguifh connubial love, or deftroy family conoe^ns 
in that order. A marcicd clergy, he might reafbnably imagine, 
would never become flavcs to Rome^ nor confpiw with toy pope 
to fubvcrt the dtil wnftitution, 
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1134. I think it may deferve a place in this hif- 
tory^ to mention the laft fcenc of duke Robert's life, 
who dther through the poornefs or grcatnefs of 
fpirit, having outlived the lofs of his honour, his 
cTominions, his liberty, his eye-fight, and his on- 
ly fon, was at laft forced to fink under the load of 
eighty years, and mud be allqwed for the greateft 
example either of infenfibility or contempt of 
earthly things, that ever appeared in a fovereign or 
private perfon. He was a prince hardly equalled 
by any in his time for valour, condu£):, and 
courtcfy ; but his ruin began from the cafinefs of 
his nature, which, whoever knew how to manage, 
were fure to be refufed nothing they could afk. 
By fuch profuGon he was reduced to thofc un- 
happy expedients of remitting his rights for a pen- 
fion, of pawning his towns, and multiplying 
taxes, which brought him into hatred and con- 
tempt with his fubje^is ; neither do I think any 
virtue fo little commendable in a fovereign, as 
that of liberality, where it exceeds what his ordina- 
ry revenues can fupply ; where it pafles thofc 
bounds, his fubje£ts mult all be opprefTed to ihew 
his bounty to a few flatterers, or he muft fell his 
towns, or bafely renounce his rights, by beco- 
ming penfioner to fome powerful prince in the 
neighbourhood ) all which we have lived to fee 
performed by a late monarch in our own time and 
country. 

1 135* Since the r^du£Uon of Normandy to the 

tinges obedience, he found it neceflary for his 

afl^airs to fpend in that dutchy fome part of his 

Vol. XII> Pd time 
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time akndft every year ; ,ancl a little before tlie 
death of Robert^ he made his lift Toyage there. It 
was obfervable in this prince, that haTing fome 
years paft very narrowly efcaped (hipwreck in his 
paflage from Normandy into Englandy the fenfe 
of his danger had made very deep impreffions on 
his mind, which he difcovercd by a great refor- 
mation in his life, by redrcfling feveral grievan- 
ces and doing many a£ts of piety ; and, to (hew 
the fleadinefs of his refolutions, he kept them to 
the lafl, making a progrefs through moft parts of 
Normandy^ treating his fubje£ts in all places with 
great familiarity and kindnefs, granting their pe- 
titions, cafing their taxes, and, in a word, giv* 
ing all poiBble marks of a religious, wife, and 
gracious prince. 

Returning to St. Dennys le Forment from his 
progrefs a little indifpofed, he there fell into a 
fever upon a furfcit of lamprey, which iti a few 
days ended his life. His body was conveyed to 
England^ and buried at Reading in the abbey- 
church himfelf had founded. 

It is hard to affirm any thing peculiar of this 
prince's character; thofe autho^ who have at- 
tempted it, mentioning very little but what ivas 
common to him with thoufands of other men : 
neither have they recorded any of thofe perfonal 
circumftances or pafTagcs, which only can dificor 
ver fuch qualities of the mind as moft diftinguifli 
bne man from another. Thefe defeats may per- 
haps appear in the ftories of many focceeding 
kings \ which makes me hope I (hall not be alto- 
gether 
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gether blamed for fometim^s difa|>pointtng the 
reader in a point M^herein I could wi(h to be tbe 
moft cxad. 

As to his perfon, he is defcribed to be of mid- 
dle ftature ; his body ftrong (et and flefliy ; his 
hair black 5 his eyes large ; his countenance ami- 
able, and Tcry plcafant, efpecially when he was 
merry. He was temperate in meat and drinki 
and a hater of. efFeminacy, a vice or folly much 
conf>plained of in his time, cipecially that cir- 
cumilance of long artificial hair, which he for- 
bade upon fevere penalties. His three principal 
▼irtuea were prudence, valour, and eloquence. 
Thcfe were counterbalanced by three great vices ^ 
avarice, cruelty, and luft : of which the firft is 
proved by the frequency of his taxes } the fecond 
by his treatment of Duke Robert; and the laft 
was notorious. But the proof of his virtues doth 
not depend on finglc inftances, manifefting them- 
felvcs through the whole courfe of a long reign, 
which was hardly attended by any misfortune 
that prudence, juflice, or valour could prevent. 
He came to the crown at a ripe age, when he 
had pafled thirty years, having learned, in his 
private life, to ftruggle with hardfhips, whereof 
he had his (hare, from the capricioufnefs and in- 
jufticc of both his brothers 5 and, by obferving 
their failures, he had learned to avoid them in 
himfelf, being fteady and uniform in his whole 
condu£i, which were qualities they both feem- 
cd chiefly to want. This likewifc made him fo 
very tenacious as he was obfervcd to be in his 
D d ^ love 
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love and hatred. He was a ftri£l obferver of juf- 
ticc, which he feems never to hare violated, but 
lA that particular cafe, which political cafulils 
are pleafed to difpenfe with, where the difpute is 
about a crown. In that he ***** * 
Confider him as a private man, he was per- 
haps the mod accpmplifhed perfon of his agei 
having a facetious wit, cultivated by learning, 
and advanced with a great (hare of natural elo- 
quence, which was his peculiar talent : and it 
was no doubt the fenfe he had of this laft per- 
fection in himfelf, that put him fo often upon 
calling together the great councils of the nation, 
where natural oratory is of mod figure as well 
as ufc. 



* Here the fentcnce breaks offihort, and is left unfinKhcC 
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STEPHEN. 

THE veneration which people are fuppofed 
naturaliy to paj to a right line, and a law- 
ful title in their kings, mud he upheld by a Ipag 
uninterrupted fucceffion, otherwiCe it quickly 
lofes opinion, upon which the ftrength of it, al» 
though not the jndice, is entirely founded : and 
-where breaches have been already made in the 
lineal defcent, there is little fecurity in a good 
title (though confirmed by promifes and oaths) 
where the lawful heir is abfent, and a popular 
lifpiring pretender near at hand. This, I thinks 
may pafs for a maxim, if any confequences drawn 
from hiftory can pretend to be called fo, having 
been verified fucceflively three times in this king- 
dom, I mean by the two preceding kings^ and by 
the prince whofe reign we are now writing* 
Neither can this obfervation be juftly controlled 
by any inftances brought of future princes, who 
being abfent at their predcceifor's death, have 
peaceably fucceeded, the circumftances being very 
difFerenc in every cafe, either by the weakncfs or 
judice of pretenders, orelfe by thelcHig cftabliib^ 
ment of lineal fucceflion. 

1 1 3 5. Stephen Earl of Bouhgney whofe defce^it 

hath been already fticwn in the foregoing rcigp^ 

^ the {ccood.pf Uiree brotber^^ wjber^f the didt^it 

JDd 3 wa# 



3o6 The REIGN of 

was ThwAald Earl of BlotSy a fovcrcign prince^ 
and Henry the youngeft was biQiop of Whtchifter, 
and the pope's legate in England. At the time 
of King Henry\ death, bis daughter the Emprefs 
was with her hufband the Earl of Anjouy a grave 
and cautious prince, altogether unqualified for 
fudden enterprizes : but Earl Stephen, who had 
attended the King in his laft expedition, made 
fo great difpatch for England*, that the coun- 
cil had not time to meet and make any declara- 
tion about a fucceflbr. When the Iiords were 
affembled, the Legate had already, by his credit 
and influence among them, brought oyer a great 
party to his brother's interefts; and the Earl 
himfelf, knowing with what fuccefs the like me- 
thods were ufed by his two laft predeceffors, was 
very liberal of his promifes to amend the laws^ 
fupport the church, and redrefs grierances : for 
all wiiich the biOiop undertook to be guarantee* 
And thus was Stephen ele£led by thofe very pcr- 
fons who had fo lately, and in fo folemn a man- 
ner, more than once fworn fealty to another. 

The motives whereby the nobility was fwayed 
to proceed after this manner, were obvious c- 
nough. There had been a perpetual ftruggle be* 
tween them and their former kings, in the de- 
fence of their liberties'^ for the fecurity whereof^ 
they thought a king elcfted without other title, 

■ would 

* Stephen was at Boulogne when he received the newi of fl>*- 
rf% death. The lords prefent with the king at the time of his 
deceafe, were the Earls of Glocefter, Surry, and Lei$efter;'^ 
founts of Uortagne aod MwAw/, and fiwc 50TcraQ« of caiAfcfc 
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would be readielr to enter into any obligations, 
and being held in conflant dependence, would 
be lefs tempted to break them : therefore, as 
at his coronation they obtained full fecurity, 
by his taking new and additional oaths in favour 
of their liberties, their oath of fealty to him was 
but conditional, to be of force no longer than he 
ihould be true to thofe ftipulations. 

But other reafons were contrived and given 
out to fatisfy the people : they were told it was 
an indignity, for fo noble a nation to be govern* 
ed by a woman ; that the late king had promifed 
to marry his daughter within the realm, and by 
confent of parliament, neither of which was ob« 
fcrved : and laftly, Hugh Btgod, fteward to King 
Henry^ took a voluntary oath, before the arch- 
bifliop of Canterbury^ that his mafter, in his laft 
Ccknefs, had, upon fome difpleafure, difinherited 
his daughter. 

He received the crown with one great advan- 
tage that could bed enable him to preferve it : 
this was the pofTeflion of his uncle's treafures, a« 
mounting to one hundred thoufand pounds, and 
reckoned as a prodigious fum in thofe days \ by 
the help of which, without ever raifing one tax 
upon the people, he defended an unjuft title ar 
gainft. the lawful heir, during a perpetual conteft' 
of almoft twenty years. 

In order to defend himfelf againft any fudden 
invafion,, which he had caufe enough to expe£l;, 
he gave all men licence to build caftles upon thei^ 
lands^ which proved a very miftaken piece of pa» 

litics^ 
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liticSi although grounded upon feme appearaiicx; 
of re^fon. The king fuppofed, that no isvader 
would venture to advance into the heart of his 
country, without reducing every caftle in his way, 
which muft be a work of much time and dif&cul- 
ty, nor would be able to afford men to block them 
up, and fecure his retreat : which way of arguing 
may be good enough to a prince of an jondifpub- 
ed title, and entirely in the hearts of his fubjefii: 
but numerous cailles are ill defenders of an ufur- 
pation, being the common retreat ofmal^contents^ 
where they can fly with fecurity, and difcover 
their affe^ions as they pleafe : lyy which meani 
the enemy, although beaten in the field, may ilitt 
preferve his footing in the bowels of a country; 
may wait fupplies from abroad, and prolong a 
war for many years : nor, while he is matter of 
any caftles, can he ever be at mercy by any fud« 
den misfortune ; but may be always in a condi* 
tion of demanding terms for himfelf. Thefe, 
and many other effcSts of fo pernicious a conn- 
iel, the king found through the whole courfe of 
his reign \ which was entirely fpent in fieges, re* 
volts, furprizes, and furrenders, with very few 
battles, but no decifive a£l:ion : a period of much 
mifery and confufion, which affords little that h 
memorable for events, or ufeful for the inftrac* 
tion of pofterity. 

1 136. The firft coniiderable enemy that ap- 
peared againft him, was David king of Scots, who 
having taken the oath of fealty to Maude and her 
iffue^ being further engaged by the ties of blood, 

and 
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and ftirred up through the perfuafions of fcvcral 
Engltfh nobles, began to take up arms in her 
caufe ; and invading the northern parts, took 
Carlijle and Newcqftle : but upon the king's fpeedy 
approach with his forces, a peace was prefcntly 
made, and the towns reftored. However, the 
Scattijb prince would, by no means, renounce his 
fidelity to the Emprefs, by paying homage to 
Siephen ; fo that an expedient was found to have 
it performed by his eldeft fon : in confideration 
of which, the king gave, or rather reilored, to him 
the earldom ef Huntington* 

Upon his return to London from this expedU 
tion, he happened to fall fick of a lethargy, and 
it was confidently given out that he was dead. 
This report was, with great induftry and arti- 
fice, difperfed by his enemies, which quickly dif- 
covered the ill inclination of feveral lords, who, 
although they never believed the thing, yet made 
ufe of it for an occafion or pretext to fortify their 
cafUes, which they refufed to furrender to the 
king himfelf ; but Stephen was refolved, as he 
faid, to convince them that he was alive, and 
wdl; for coming againft them before he was 
cxpeAed, he recovered Epceter^ Nortutcb ♦, and 
other fortified places, although not without much 
diiEculty. 

It is obvious enough to wonder how^ a prince 
of fo much valour, and other excellent endow- 
ments, ele£led by the church and (late, after a 
compliance with all conditions they could impofc 

oa 

• Hn^hBi^od had fcizcd Norwich caftlc. 
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on hirH) and in an age when fo little regard wa$ 
had to the lineal defcent, laflly confirmed by the 
pope himfelf, fiiould be foon defetted and op- 
poTed by thofe very perfons who had been the 
moft inftrumental to proniote him. But, bcfide 
his defe£ki¥e title, and the undiftinguifhed liber- 
ty of building caftles, there were three circum- 
ftances which very much contributed to thofe 
perpetual revolts of the nobles againft him : firfli 
that upon his coming to the crown, he was very 
Hbei'al in diflrib^ting lands and honours to ftve- 
ral young gentlemen of noUe birth, who canM 
to make their court, whereby he hoped to get the 
reputation of a^generous prince, and to ftrengtheh 
his party againft the Emprefs : but, by diis en« 
couragement, the namber of pretenders quickly 
grew too faft upon him ; and when he had grant- 
ed aH he was able, he was forced to difm^the 
reft with promifes and excufes, who, either o«fi 
of envy or diftontent, or elfe to mend their for- 
tunes, never failed to become his enemies upon 
th« firft occafion that offered. Secondly, when 
he had reduced feveral caft-les and towns which 
had given the firft example of defeAxon from 
him, he hardly in fli£ied the leaft pui^ifhment on 
the authors \ which unfeafonable .n»ercy, that in ^ 
another prince and another age would have been 
called greatnefs of fpirit; paffed in him for pufil- 
lanimity and fear, and is reckoned, by the wri* 
ters of thofe times, to have been the caufe of 
many fucceeding revolts. The third cireum- 
ftance was of a different kind ; for^ obferving 

how 
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low little good 'effe£l he had found hj his libe- 
ality and indulgence, he would needs try the o« 
her extreme, which was not his talent. He be- 
ran to infringe the articles of his thaner ; to re^ ^ 
al or difown the promifes he had made ; and to 
epulfe petitioners with rough treatment, which 
iras the more unacceptable, by being new and 
mexpeded. 

1137. Mean time the Ead of jinjau, who 
9fZ8 not in a condition to aflert his wife's title to 
England^ hearing Stephen was employed at home> ' 
rntered Normandy with fmall force, and found it 
no difficult matter to feize feveral towns. The 
Nifrmansj in the prefent difiradion of afeirs, not 
well knowing what prince to obey, at laft fent 
an invitation to Ti/Md Eskil of BioiSf King S/f- 
pbffth eldeft brother, to accept their dukedom, 
ujjon the condition of prorefting them from the 
prefent infiilts of the Earl of Anjou, Bur before 
this matter could come to an iflue, Stephen^ who, 
upon redudion of the towns already mentioned, 
had found a fhort interval of quiet from his Eng^ 
U/b fubje£bs, arrived with unexpedied fpeed into 
iformandy; "whert Geoffry of j^nJ9U foon fled be- 
fore biro, and the whole dutchy came over to his 
obedience ; for the further fettlcment whereof, 
he made peace with the King of France; confti- 
tuted his fon Eujlace 'DmVq of Normandy: and 
made him fwear fealty to that prince, and do 
him homage. His brother Theobald^ who began 
to expoftulate uj>on this difappointment, he paci- 
fied 
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fied with a penfion of two thoufand marks *{ 
aad even the Earl of Anjou bimfelf, who, in right 
of his wife, made demands of Stephen for the J 
kingdom of England^ finding he was no equal \ 
match at prefent, was perfuaded to become his 
penfioner for fiye thoufand more f* 

Stephenj upon his return to England^ met with 
an account of new troubles from the North ; for 
the King of Scots^ under pretence of obferving his 
oath of fealty to the Emprefs, infefted the bor- 
ders, and frequently making cruel inroads^ plun- 
dered and laid wafte all before him. 

1 138. In order to revenge thisbafe and per- 
fidious treatment) the King, in his march north- | 
ward, fat down before Bedford^ and took it after ' 
a fiege of twenty days. This town was part of 
the earldom of Huntington^ given by Stephen in 
the late peace to the eldeft fon of the Scottt/b 
king, for which the young prince did homage Xo 
him ; and it was upon that account defended by 
a garrifon of Scots. Upon intelligence of this 
furrender. King David, overcome with fury, en- 
tered Northumberland, where, letting loofc the 
rage of his foldiers, he permitted and encouraged 
them to commit all manner of inhumanities; 
which they performed in fo execrable a manner, 
as would fcarce be credible, if it were not atteft- 

ed 

* The mark of Normandy is to be Underftood here. Such 1 
penfion m that age was equivalent to one of 3 1 ,000 L fierlins in 
the prcfcnt, 

t Five thoufand marks of filver coin was, in this it«n, of 
the fame value as the fum of 77^500 1, modem ouicaef, is now. 
Here again the Normanmc mark feems to be uioL 
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«d by almoft the univerfal confent of writers : 
they ript up women with child, drew out the in- 
fants, and tofled them upon the points of their 
lances : they murdered priefts before the altars ; 
then cutting the heads from off the crucifixes, in 
their dead put on the heads of thofe they had 
murdered ; with many other inftances of mon- 
firous barbarity, too foul to relate. But cruelty 
being ufually attended with cowardice, this per- 
fidious prince, upon the approach of King 5/^- 
phen^ fled into places of fecurity. The King of 
England^ finding no enemy on whom to employ 
his revenge, marched forward into the country, 
deftroying with fire and fword all the fouthern 
parts; and would, in all probability, have made 
terrible impreffions into the heart of Scotland^ if 
he had not been fuddenly recalled by a more 
dangerous fire at home, which had been kindled 
in his abfence, and was now broken out into a 
flame. 

Robert Earl of Glocejler^ natural fon of the late 
king, came into England fome time after the ad- 
vancement of Stephen to the crown ; and, yielding 
to the neceffity of the time, took the oath of fealty 
upon the fame condition ufed by the other nobles^' 
to.be of force fo long as the King (hould keep his 
faith witb him, and preferve his dignity invio- 
late : but, being in his heart wholly devoted to 
the interefls of the Emprefs his fifter, and moved 
by the perfuafions of feveral religious men, he 
had, with great fecrecy and 'application, fo far 
praftifed upon the levity or difcontents of feve- 
VoL. XII. E e ral 
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ral lords, as to gain . them to his party ; for the 
King had, of late, very much alienated the nobles 
againft him; firft, by fcizing feveral of their pcr- 
fons, and difpofleffing them of their lands ; and, 
fecondly, by taking into his favour JVilliam 
UTpreSy a Fhmifh commander, of noble, birth, 
but baniflied by his prince. This man, with ma- 
ny of his followers, the King employed chiefly 
both in his councils and his armies, and made 
him Earl of Kent^ to the great envy and difplea- 
fure of his Englijh fubjefts. The Earl of G/^rf- 
Jler^ therefore, and his accomplices, having pre- 
pared all things neceflary for an infurre£lion, it 
was agreed among them, that while the King 
was engaged againft the Scots ^ each of them fliould 
fecure what towns and caftlcs they could, and 
openly declare for the Emprefs. Accordingly, 
Earl Robert fuddenly fortified himfelf in Briftoh 
the reft followed his example ; Hereford^ Shrewf' 
hury^ Ludlow^ Dover *, and tnany other places 
were feized by feveral lords ; and the defe£lion 
grew fo formidable, that the King, to his great 
grief, was forced to leave his Scottijh expedition 
unfiniflied, and return with all poflible fpeed to 
fupprefs the febellion begun by his fu^bje£ls ; hav- 
ing firft left the care of the North to Thurftafif • 

archbifhop 

♦ Rahrt Earl of Ghcefler had bcca entrufted by Stephen with 
the cudody of Dover cadle : but Robert lying now under heavy 
fufpicion, the King, rcfolvcd to iecure that important fortreis by 
force, fcnt Matilda his queen to lay ficgc to it'; to whom, af» 
tcr fomc defence, W^chehn^ the deputy-governor, ioneiKkr* 
edit. 
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archbifliop of JTork ; with orders carefuHy to ob- 
ferve the motions of the Scots, 

"Whilft the King was employed in the South, 
in reducing his difcontented lords, and their 
caftles, to his obedience, David prcfuming upon 
the diftance between them, re-entered England 
with more numerous forces, and greater defigns, 
than before : for, without lofing more time than 
what was neceffary to pillage and deftroy the 
country as he marched, he refolved to befiege 
Tork, which, if he could force to furrender, 
would fervp as a convenient frontier againd ihe 
Engli/b. To this end, advancing near the city, 
and having pitched his tents, he fat down before 
it with his whole arrny. In the mean time, arch- 
biftiopSTAwr/?^;/, having already fummoncd the 
nobles and gentry of the fliire, and parts adja- 
cent, had, by powerful perfuafions, incited them 
to defend their country againft a treacherous, 
bloody, and reftlefs enemy : fo that before the 
King of Scotland could make any progrefs in the 
fiege, the whole power of the North was united 
againft him, under the Earl of Albemarle^ and fe- 
▼eral other nobles. Archbifhop Thurflan^ hap- 
pening to fall fick, could not go in perfon to the 
army, but fent the biOiop of Durhapn in his 
ftead; by whofe encouragements, the EngUJb^ al- 
though in number far inferior, advanced boldly 
towards the enemy, and offered them battle, 
which was as readily accepted by the Scots^ .who, 
fending out a party of horfe to fecure the rifing 
ground, were immediately attacked by the Eng-- 
* E c z #, 



3i6 The REIGN of 

KJhy and, after a fharp difpute, entirely defeated. 
In the heat of the battle, the King of Scots^ and 
his fon Henry Earl of Huntington^ gave many 
proofs of great perfonal valour. This young 
prince fell with fuch fiercenefs upon a body of 
the Engli/by that he utterly broke and difperfed 
them ; and was purfuing his viftory, when a cer- 
tain man, bearing aloft the head of an enemy he 
had cut off, cried out, It was the head of the 
ScotttybKingi which being heard and believed on 
both fides, the Englj/h, who had lately fled, rd- 
lied again, aflaulting their enemies with new vi- 
gour. The ScotSi on the other fide, difcouraged 
by the fuppofed death of their prince, began to 
turn their backs : the King and his fon ufed all 
endeavours to flop their flight, and made feveral 
brave ftands againfl the enemy : but the grcateft 
part cf their r.rmy being fled, and themfelves al- 
moft cncompaiied, they were forced to give way 
to fortune, and with much diiHculty made their 
cfcape. 

The lofs on the EngUJh fide was inconfidera- 
ble \ but cf ^cotSy by general confent of writers, 
ten thoufimd were flain. And thus ended the 
war of the Standard, as it was ufually called by 
the authors of that age, becaufe the Englifh^ up- 
on a certain engine, raifed the maft of a fliip, on 
the top whereof, in a filver box, they put the con- 
fccrated wafer, and faflened the ftandards of St. 
Peter and other faints : this gave them courage, 
by remembering they were to fight in the pre- 
fcnce of God 5 and fervecl likewife for a roafk 

\fhcrq 
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where to reaflemble when they fliould happen to 
be.di^erfed by any accident or misfortune. 

1 139. Mean time, the King was equally fuc- 
ccfsful againft his rebellious lords at home, hav- 
ing taken moll of their caftles and ftrong holds ^ 
and the Earl of Glocejier himfclf, no longer able 
to make any r^fiftance, withdrew into Normandy^ 
to concert new meafures with the Emprefs hi$ 
fiftcr. Thus the King had leifure and opportu- 
nity for another expedition into Scotland^ to pur-^ 

,fue and improve his vi6lory, where he met with 
nooppofition: however, he was at length per- 
fuaded, with much difficulty, to accept his own: 
4X)nditions of a peace ; and David delivered up to» 
iim his eldeft fon Henryy as a hoftage for per- 
formance of articles between them* 

The King, in his return homeward, laid fiege 
to Lud/ow caftle, which had not been reduced 
with* the reft: here Prince Henry of Scotland^ 
boiling with youth and valour, and expofing his 
^erfon upon all occafions, was lifted from his^orfe 
-by an iron ferapple let down from the wall, and 
would have been boifted up into the caftle, if the 
King had not immediately flown to his affiftance,. 
and brought hi-m off with his own hands by main: 
ioice frdm the enemy, whom he foon compelled 
to furrendcr the caftle. 

1 1 40. Stephen having thus fubdued his invete- 
irate enemies the Scots/ and reduced his rebellious 
nobles, began to entertain hopes of enjoying a little: 
cafe. But he was dcftined to the poiTeflion of a. 
ccowxL with perpetual difturbance i for he was; 

• E e 3, . hardly 
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Ikardly returned from bis northern expedftion, 
when he received intelligence that the Emprefi^ 
accompanied by her brother the Earl of Glocefterp 
wa? preparing to come for England, in order to 
difput'^ her title to the kingdom. The -King,. 
who knew by experience,* what a powerful party 
(lie already had to cfpoufe her interefVs, very rca- 
fonably concluded, the defeftion from him would 
be much greater, when fhc appeared in perfon to 
countenance and reward it j he therefore began: 
again to repent of the licence he ha3 granted for 
building caftles, which were now Hke to prove fo 
many places of fecurity for his enemies, and for- 
tifications againft himfelf ; for he knew not whom 
to truft, vehemently fufpefting his nobles ever 
fince their lafl; revolt. He therefore caft about 
for fome artifice to get into his hands as many 
of their caftles as he could : in the flrength and 
magnificence of which kind of ftrufkures, the 
bifhops had far outdone the reft, and were, upon 
that, as well as other accounts, very much ma- 
ligned and envied by the temporal lords, who 
were extremely jealous of the church's incrcafing 
power, and ghd upon all occafions to fee the pre* 
lates humbled. The King, therefore, having 
formed his projcft, rcfolved to make trial where 
it would be leaft invidious, and where he could 
forefee leaft danger in the confequences. At a 
parliament or affembly of nobles at Oxford, it 
was contrived to raife a quarrel between the fcr- 
vants of fome biftiops and thofcf of jilan, Count 
q£ Dinanin BrHagn^^ ujon a contention of room« 

ilU 
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tn their inns. Stephen took hold of this advan- 
tage, fent for the bifhops, taxed them with break- 
ing his peace, and demanded the keys of thefr 
caflles, adding threats of imprifonment if they 
dared to difobcy. Thofe whom the King chief- 
ly fufpefted, or rather who had built the moil 
and ftrongeft caftles, were Roger bifhop of ^alif^ 
Bury, with his nephew and natural fon the bi- 
fhops of Ely and Lincoln, whom the King, by 
many eircum fiances of rigour, compelled to fur- 
render, going himfelf in perfon to feize Devizes *, 
then efteemed the ntbleft ftrufture of Europe, 
and built by the fore-mentioned bi{hop Roger, 
"whofe treafure, to the value of forty thoufjind 
marks f, there likewife depofited", fell, at the 
feme time, into the King's hand, which in si few 
diays broke the bifhop's heart, already worn with, 
age and infirmity^ 

It may,, perhaps, not be thought a digreffion, 
to fay fomething of the fortunes of this prelate,, 
•who, from the loweft beginnings, came to be, 
-without difpute, the greateit churchman of any 
fiibjeft in his age. It happened that the late 
king Henry, in the reign of ftis brother, being at 
a village in Normandy, wanted a priefV to fay mafe 

before 

• Ac<X)rding to OrJeticus Vtiarts, this caftlc was defended by 
Maude of Ram/bury^ the bifliop's concubine. Eftfcopi pellex 
grificipaUm munltiot:em/ervahat, 

f This prelate's treafure is doubdefs computed by tbcr finallcr 
or Saxon mark; the ufc of which ftill prevailed in Englandy 
and even thus computed, it amounts to a vailfuini.cqual to 3r- 
ftput,u6,3jLcl. of moflcxn money,. 






320 The REIGN of 

before him and hk train, when this man, \rho 
was a pcx)r curate thereabouts, offered his fervice, 
and performed it with fo much, dexterity and 
fpeed, that the foldiers, who attended the Prince,, 
recommended him to their mafter,*upon that ac- 
count, as a very proper chaplain for military men^ 
but it feems he had other talents j for having got- 
ten into the Princess fervice, he foon difcovered 
great application and addrcfs, much order and 
oeconomy in the management of his mafter*s for- 
tunes, which were wholly left to his care. Af- 
ter Henry's advancement to the crown, this chap- ■ 
lain grew chief in his favour and confidence ;. 
was made biihop of Salijburyi chancellor of Eng^ 
landf employed in all his moft weighty affairs, 
and ufually left vicegerent of the realm^ while 
the King was abfent in Normandy. He was a^ 
mong the firft that fworc fealty to JJ/^z/'^ and 
her iffue 5 and among the firft that revolted from, 
her to Stephen, offering fuch reafons in council 
for fetting her afide, as, by the credit and opinion: 
of his wifdom^ were very prevalent. But the 
King, in a few years, forgot all obligations, and 
the biihop fell a facrifice in his old age to thofe 
treafures he had been fo long heaping up for its- 
fupport. A juft reward- for his ingratitude to- 
wards the prince that raifed him, to be ruined by 
the ingratitude of another,- whom he had been fo 
very inftrumental to raife. 

But Henry bifliop of Wlnchejterj the pope^s Ic* 
gate, not able to endure this violation of the 
churchy called a council of all the prelates to meet 



[ STEPHEN. 321 



at Wi/jchefiery where the King, being fummoned, 
appeared by his advocate, who pleaded his caufe 
with much learning ; and thearchbifhop of Rouen^ 
coming to the council, declared his opinion,. That 
although the canons did allow the bifhops to pof- 
fefs caftles, yet in dangerous times they ought to 
deliver them up to the King. This opinion Stephen 
followed very fteadily, not yielding a tittle, al- 
though the legate his brother ufed all means, 
both rough and gentle, to work upon him. 

The council of bifhops broke up without other 
cfFeft than that of leaving in their minds an im- 
placable hatred to the King, in a very opportune 
junfturc for the interefts of Maude^ who, about 
this time, landed at Portftnouth with her brother 
Roberty Earl of GhceJierS The whole force (lie 
brought over for this expedition confided but of 
one hundrid and forty-knights *\ for fhe trufted 
altogether in her caufe and her friends. With 
this fiender attendance (he went to Arundel^ and 
was there received into the caftle by the widow 
of the late king \ while Earl Robert^ accompanied 
only by twenty men, marched boldly to his ovwi 
cfty of GlocefleKy in order to raife forces for the 
Emprefs, where the townfmen turned out the 
king's garrifon as foon as they heard of his ap- 
proach. 

King Stephen was not furprifed at the news of 
the Emprefs*s arrival, being the thing he had al- 
ways 

• In thcfc times none fcrved on horfcback bat gentfemcn or 
knights, in right of their fiefs, or their rcprefcntativcs, called Men 
at arms ; and each of thefe was atte^ided by at leaf! two ftrvahts. 
or retainers mounted and armed.. 
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ways counted upon^ and was long preparing 
felf agamft. He was glad to hear how ill ihc 
provided^ and refolved to ufe the opportunil 
her brother's abfence j for, haftening down 1 
rundel with a fufficient flrength, he laid^ (ic 
the caftle, in hopes, by fccuring her perfo: 

' put a fpeedy end to the war. 

But there wanted not fome very near aboi 
King, who, favouring the party of Maude^ 
credit enough to prevail with him not to vc 

' time and reputation againft an impregnable 
trefs, but rather, by withdrawing his forces, p 
her to retire to fome lefs fortified place, i 
{he might more eafily fall into his hands, 
advice the King took againft his own opi 
the Emprefs fled out of Arundel by night ; 
after frequent fhifting her ftages through fi 
towns, which had already declared in her fc 

^ fixed hcrfclf at laft at Lincoln ; where, havi 
things provided nccelTary for her defence, il 
folvcd to continue, and expeft either a p 
revolt of the Engli/h to her fide, or the decil 

* war between the King and her brother. 

It4i« But Stephen^ who had purfued the 
prefs from place to place, hearing (he^hac 
hcrfclf up, in Lincoln^ r-efolved to give her ac 
and, to help on hisdefign, it fell out, that th 
zens, in hatred to the Earl of Chejlery who 
manded there for the Emprefs, fcnt a private 
tation to the King, with promife to dclive 
town and their governor into his hands. 
King came accordingly, and poflefled hirtii 
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Ac town ; but Maude and the Earl made-^their 
«fcapc a few days before : however, many great 
pcrfons of Maude*s party remained prifoncrs ta 
the King, and among the reft the Earl of Chejlef's ' 
wife, who was daughter to' the Earl of Glocefter. 
Thefe two earls, refolving to attempt the relief 
of their friends, marched with all their forces 
near Lhrcoln^ where they found the enemy drawn 
up and ready to receive them. The next morning, 
after battle offered by the lords, and accepted by 
the King, both fides made ready to engage. The 
King liaving difpofed his cavalry on each wing, 
places himfelf at the head of his foot, in whom 
he repofed moft confidence. The army of the 
fords was divided in three bodies ; thofe whom 
, king Stephen had banifhed were placed in the 
I middle, the Earl of Chejler led the van, and the 
- carl of Glocejier commanded the rear. The bat- 
tle was fought at firft with equal advantage, and 
^ great obftinacy on both fides : at length the right 
V wing of the King's horfe, prefled by the earl of 
f Chejier^ galloped away, not without fufpicion of 
treachery 5 the left followed the example. The 
King bebeld their flight, and encouraging thofe 
I about him, fell with undaunted valour upon the 
enemy ; an^ being for fome time bravely fecond- 
cd by his foot, did great execution. At length, 
overpowered by numbers, his men began to dif- 
perfc, and Stephen was left almoft alone with his 
fword in his hand, wherewith heoppofed his per- 
fon againft a whole viftorious army, nor durft 
any be fo hardy to approach him: the fword 

breaking, 
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breaking, a citizen of Lincoln put into his hands 
a Danijh battle-ax,* with which he ft ruck to the 
ground the earl of Chejlery f whcL prefumed to 
come within his reach. But this weapon like- 
wife flying in pieces with the force of thofe furi- 
ous blows he dealt on all fides, a bold knight of 
the Emprefs's party, named Williafn de Keynes^ 
laid hold on his helmet, and immediately cried 
out to his fellows, I have gpt the King. Then 
the reft ran in, and he was taken prifoner J. 

The king, being thus fecured, was prefented to 
the emprefs, then at Glocejler^ and by her orders 
conveyed to Brtftoly where he continued in ftrifl: 
cuftody nine months, although with honourable 
treatment for fome time, until, either upon endea- 
vouring to make his efcape, or in malice to the 
Londoners y who had a great afFeftion for their king, 
he was, by exprefs command from the emprefs, 
laid in irons, and ufed with other circumftances 
of feverity. 

This viftory was followed by a general defec- 
tion of almoft the whole kingdom ; and the earl 
of Anjouy huft>and to the emprefs, upon the fame 
of the king's defeat and imprifonment, reduced 
without any difficulty the whole dutchy of iVir- 
mandy to his obedience. 

The legate himfelf, although brother to king 
Stephen, received her at Winchejter with great fo- 

lemnity, 

♦ S'm, Dunelmenfts, 

t The carl of Chefter lived ncvcrthclefs to fight other battkSi 
and died twelve years afterwards by poiibn. 
I Gcrvas, 
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lemtiity, accepted her oath for governing with 
jufticc, redreffing grievances, and fupportiiig'the 
rights of the Church, and took the old condition* 
al one of fealty to her : then, in an aflembly of 
bilhops and clergy, convoked for the purpofe, he 
difplaycd the mifcarriages of his brother, and de^ 
clarcd his approbation of the emprefs to be queen ; 
to which they unanimoufly agreed. To complete 
all, he prevailed, by his credit with the Londoners^ 
who flood out the laft of any, to acknowledge and 
receive her into the city, where flie arrived at 
length in great pomp, and with general fatisfaftion. 
. But it was the misfortune of this princefs to 
poflefs many wetikncfles that are charged to the 
fex, and very few of its commendable qualities. 
She was now in peaceable pofleflion of the whole 
kingdom, ex(:ept the county of Kenty where Wil- 
Uam UTpres pretended to keep up a fmall party 
for the king •, when, by her pride, wilfulnefs, iti- 
difcretion, and a difobliging behaviour, (he foon 
turned the hearts of all men againft her, and in 
a (hort rime loft the fruits of that vi£lory and fuc- 
J^efs which had been fo hardly gained by the pru- 
dence and valour of her excellent brother. The 
firft occaiion (he took to difcover the perverfenefs 
of her nature, was in the treatment of Maude^ 
the wife of king Stephen^ a lady of great virtue, 
and courage above her fex, who, coming to the' 
emprefs an humble fuitor in behalf of her hufband, 
offered, as a price of his liberty, that he fhould re- 
fign all pretenfions to the crown, and pafs the reft 
of his life ia exile, or in a convent ; but this rc- 
VoL.XIL Ff queft 
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queft was reje£ted with fcorn and reproaches: 
and the queen finding all entreaties to no pur- 
pofe, writ to her fon Eujiace to let him under- 
ftand the ill fuccefs of her negociation \ that no 
relief was to be otherwife hoped for than by arms| 
and therefore advifed him to raife immediately 
what forces he could for the relief of his father. 

Her next mifcarriage was towards the London* 
erSi who prcfented her a petition for redreffing 
certain rigorous laws of her father^ and reftoring 
thofe of Edward the Confeffbr. The empreft put 
them off for a time with excufes, but at laft dif- 
covered fome difpleafure at their importunity. 
The citizens^ who had with much difficulty been 
perfuaded to receive her againft their inclinations, 
which flood wholly for the king, were moved 
with indignation at her unreafonable. refufal of 
their jufl; demands, and entered into a confpiracy 
to feize her perfon. But fhe had timely notice of 
their d^efign, and, leaving the city byiught in dif- 
guife, fled to Oxford, 

A third falfe ftep the emprefs made» * was in 
refufing her new powerful friend the legate a fa- 
vour he defired in behalf of Euftace^ the king's 
fon, to grant him the lands and honours held by his 
father before he came to the crown. She had made 
large promifes to this prelate, that fhe would be 
dire<Sted in all things by his advice ; and to be 
refufed, upon hisfirft application, a fmall favourfor 
h]s own nephew, (lung him to the quick : how- 
ever, he governed his refentments a while, but^ 

bcfao 
* WiJUm of lUlm^uryt 
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began at tbe fame time to refume bk affefUon 
for hi6 brother. Thefc thoughts were cultif ated 
with great addrefa by queen Maude^ who pre- 
vailed at laft fo- far upon the legate^ that private 
meafures were agreed between them for reftoring 
Stephen to his liberty and crown. The bifho^ 
took leave of the eraprefs^ upon fome plaufible 
pretericej and retired to Wincbejhry where he 
gave diredions for fupplying with men and provi* 
fions feverai flrong caftles he had built in his dio* 
ccfe, while the queen with her fon Euftace pre- 
vailed with the Londoners and men oi Kent to rife 
in gi'eat numbers for the king ; and a powerful 
army was quickly on foot, under the command 
of William UTpres earl of Kent. 

In the mean time, the cmprefs began to 
be fenfible of the errors flie had committed y and 
in hope either to retrieve the friendfhip of the 
legate, or take him prifoner, marched with her 
army to Wincheftery where being received and 
lodged in the caftle, fhe went immediately for 
the l^ate, fpoke much in excufe of what was 
paft, and ufed all endeavours to regain him to 
her intereils. Bifliop Henry^ on the other fide, 
amufed her with dubious anfwers, and kept her 
in fufjpenfe for fome days ; but fent privately, at 
the fame time, to the king's army, defiring them 
to adfance with all poffiblefpeed; which was exe«-i 
cuted with fo much diligence, that the empreia 
and her brother had only time with their troops 
to march a back way out of the town. They 
were purfued by the enemy fo clofe in the rear, 
F f 2 ^ that 
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' that the emprcfs had hardly time, by couhtcrfcit- 
ihg hcrfclf dead, to make her efcapej in which 
pofture fhc was carried as a corpfe to Glocejter : 
but the Earl her brother, while he made what 
cppofition he could, with defign to flop her pur- 
fuers, was himfelf taken prifoner, with great 
llaughter.of his men. After the battle, the earl 
"Was in his turn prefcnted to queen Maude^ and 
by her command fent to RocheJIer to be treated in 
the fame manner with the king. 

Thus the heads of both parties were each in 
the power of his enemy, and Fortune feemed to 
have dealt with great equality between them. 
Two faftions divided the whole kingdom, and, as 
it ufually happens, private animofities were in- 
flamed by the quarrel of the public ; which intro- 
duced a miferable face of things throughout the 
land, whereof the writers of our Englijh ftory 
give melancholy defcriptions, not to be repeated 
in this hiftory ; fmce the ufual efFefts of civil war 
are obvious to conceive, and tirefome as well as 
wfelefs to relate. However, as the quarrel be- 
tween' the king and emprefs was grounded upon 
a caufe, that in its own nature little . concerned 
the interefts of the people, this was thought . a 
convenient junfture for tranfafting a .peace^ to 
which there appeared an univerfal difpofftion. 
Several expedients were propofed ; but carl ifo- 
hert would confent upon no other terms than the 
depofing of Stepheriy and immediate delivery of 

. the crown to his (ifter. Thefe debates lafted for 
iom^ months, until the two prifoners, weary of 
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their long conftraint, by mutual confent were ex« 
changed for each other, and all thoughts of agree- 
ment laid aCde. 

The king, upon recovery of his freedom, haf* 
tened to London^ to get fupplies of men and mo- 
ney for renewkig the war. He there found that 
his brother of Winchefttr had, in a council of 
biihops and abbots, renounced all obedience to 
the emprefs, and pcrfuaded the aflembly to fol- 
low his example. The legate, in excufe for thi« 
proceeding, loaded her with infamy, produced fe- 
veral infiances wherein (lie had broken the oath 
file took when he had received her as queen, and up- 
on which his obedience was grounded ; and faid he 
bad received information that fhe had a dcGgu 
vpon his life.^ 

. It mud be confefied that oaths of fealty in this 
prince's reign were feeble tics for binding the 
Cubjcd): to any reafonable degree of obedience^ 
and the warmeft advocates for liberty cannot but 
allow, from thofe examples here produced, that it 
is very pofitble for people to run upon great ex« 
Iromft^in this matter, that a monarch may be too 
mu^eh Umitedr^ and a fubjeft too little ; where- 
of the epniequences have been fully as perni- 
<k>i»d ffHT the time, as the wbrft that can be appre- 
hended from arbitrary power in all its height, 
slthotigb not perhaps fo lafting or fo hard to be 
temedied \ fince all the x&iieries of this kingdom, 
daring the period we are treating of, were ma- 
^feftly owing to that continual vix>lation of fuch 
F f 3 oath* 

; WWkm of Malmi^lbury^ 
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oaths of allegiance, as appear to have Been con^ 
trived on pufpofe by ambitious men to be broke» 
at pleafure, \Yithout the lead apprchenfion of per*^ 
jury, and in the mean time keep the prince in a 
continual flavifli dependence. 

The earl oiGloceftery foon after his releafci' 
went over into Normandy y where he found the" 
tzd of Jnjou employed in completing the con- 
queft of that dutchy ; there he delivered him the- 
fbns of feveral Englijb noblemen, to be kept as- 
hoftages for their fathers fidelity to the emprefs^ 
and ufed many arguments for perfuading him to' 
come ovier in perfon with an army to her affift* 
ahce : but Gcoffry excufed himfelf by the impor--. 
tance of other affairs, and- the danger of expofing* 
the dominions he had newly acquired to rebel- 
lions in his abffence. However, he lent the carl 
of Glocefier a fupply of four hundred men, andi 
fent along with him bis eldeft fon Henry i^ to com-* 
fort his mother, and'be ihewn to the people* 

During the fhort abfcnce of the earl of Gloceftery^ 
the emprefs was clofely befieged in Oxford by the 
king ; and, provifions beginning to fail, ibe wa9 
in cruel apprehenfiqns of falling into his hands^ 
This gave her occafion to put in praftice the only* 
talent wherein fhe feemed to excel, which was that 
of contriving fome little Ibift or expedient to fc- 
cure her perfon upon any fudden emergency. At. 
long feafon of froft had made the Thamts paifable 
upon the ice, and much fnow lay on the ground r 
Maude \fii\i fome few attendants clad all in wbitCf 
tp 2^void being difcovered from the king's camp,. 
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crofled the river at midnight on foot, and travel- 
ling all night, got faft to Waltingford caftlci 
where her brother and young fon Henrys newiy re* 
turned from France^ arrived foon after, to her great 
fatisfadlion : but '0>f/&rirfj immediately upon the 
news of -her flight, furrendered to the king. 

However, this difgrace was fully compenfatect 
fbon after by another of the fame kind, which 
happened to king Stephen ; for whilft he and hi^ 
brother of Winchefter were fortifying a^nunnery at 
Wtltony to bridle his enemies at iali/huyy^ wha 
very much haraifed thofe parts by their frequent 
excurfions, the earl of G/orj^^r, who watched alf 
opportunities, came unawares with a ftrong body 
of men, and fet fire on the nunnery while the 
king himfelf was in it. Stepheny upon the flid- 
den furprrze of the thing, wholly loft or forgot 
his ufual courage, and fled fhamefully away^ 
leaving his foldiers to be cut in pieces by the earl: 

During the reft of the war, although it lafted 
nine year« longer, there is little memorable re- 
corded by any writer : whether the parties being 
pretty equal, and both fufEciently tired with fo 
long a contention, wanted vigour and fpirit ta 
make a thorough conqueft,^and only endeavoured 
to keep what they had ; or whether the multitude 
of ftrong caftles, whofe number daily ihcreafed, 
made it very difficult to end a warbetw'een two 
contending powers almoft in balance; let the 
Gaufe be what it will^ the whole time pafled in 
mutual fieges, furprizes, revolts, furrenders of 
fiar^ififid glaces, without any decifive adion, or 

other. 
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other CfCQt of importance to he related; hj 
•which at length the very genius of the people be- 
came wholly bent upon a life of fpoil, robbery^ 
and plunder : many of the noblesi althoogh pre* 
tending to hold th^ caftles for the ling or the 
eropreft, lived like petty independent princes in 
a perpetual ftate of war againft their neighbours v 
the fields lay uncultivated) all the arts of civil 
life were banifhedi no veneration left for facred 
perfons or things ^ in ihort^ ao law, truth, or re* 
ligion among men, but a fcene of univerfaL mifci* 
njj attended with all the conlequences of an em- 
Icoiled and diftra£l;ed ftate. 

About the eleventh year of the king's reign^ 
young Hifity, now growing towards a mao, wa$ 
fent for to France by a meflage from his father^ 
who was defirous to fee him ; but left a coniider«« 
able party in England^ to adhere to his intercfta i 
and in a fhort time after (as fome write *) the em- 
prefs herfelf, grown weary of contending any 
longer in a caufe where ihe had met with nothtilg 
but misfortunes of her own procuring, left the 
kingdom likewife, and retired to her buibmid* 
Nor was this the only good fortune that befiet 
Stephen ; for, before the year ended, the mai9 
prop and pillar of his enemies was taken away by 
death; this was Robert earl of Gloeefter^ than 
whom there have been few private perfons kadwn 
In the world that deferve a fairer place and ch»> 
rafter in the regifters of time, for his inviolable 
faitbjt difintereded friendihip, indefatigftbk zedfi, 

ami 
• Geniai» 
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dnd firm conftancj to the caufe he efpoufed) and 
unparalleled generofity in the conduft thereof. He 
adhered to his fifter in all her fortunes, to the 
ruin of his own : he placed a crown on her head ; 
aiid when (he had loft it by her folly and pcrverfe- 
nefs, refufed the greateft offers from a viaorioud 
enemy, who had him ih his power, and chofe to 
continue a prifonec, rather than recover his liber- 
ty by any hazard to her pretenfions : he bore up 
her finking title in fpite of her own frequent mif- 
carriages, and at laft died in her caufe by a fever 
contrafted with perpetual toils for her fervice. 
An example fit to be fhewn the world, although 
few perhaps are like to follow it ; but however, 
a fmall tribute of praife, juftly due to extraordi- 
nary virtue, may prove no ill expedient to encou- 
rage imitation. 

But the death of this lord, together with the 
abfence of the emprefs and her fon in France^ add- 
ed very little to the quiet or fecurity of the king. 
For the earl of Ghcejier^ fufpefting the fidelity 
of the lords, had, with great fagacity, deliver- 
ed their fons to the earl of Anjou^ to be kept 
as pledges for their fathers fidelity, as wc 
have before related : by which means a power- 
ful party was ftill kept up againft Stephen^ 
too fl;rong to be fuddenly broken. Befides, he 
bad, by an unufual ftrain of his condu£t, lately 
loft much good will^ as well as reputation, in 
committing an aft of violence and fraud on the 
perfon of the earl of Ckefter^ a principal adherent 
of the emprefs. This nobleman, of great power 
and poffcffions, had newly reconciled himfelf to 
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Sfephen^ and came to his court at NertbampUn^ 
where, againft all laws of hofpitality, as well as 
common faith and judice, he was committed to 
pnfon, and forced to buy his libeity with the fur- 
render of Lincoln^ and all his other places, into 
the kine's hands. 

Affairs continued in this turbulent pofture a« 
bout two years, the nobles neither trufting the 
king nor each other. 1 he number of caftles ilill 
increafedi which every man who had any pof- 

feffions was forced to build, or eife be- 
1 149. come a prey to his powerful neighbours. 

This was thought a convenient jun^urc, 
by the emprefs and her friends, for fending 
youQg prince Henry to try his foitune in England^ 
where he landed at the head of a confidcrable 
number of horfe and foot, although he was then 
but fixteen years old. Immediately after his ar- 
rival 'he went to Carlijle^ where be met his cqu^ 
fin David king of Scots^ by whom he was made 
knight, after the ufual cuildm of young princes 
and noblemen in that age. The king of Enghni^ 
who had foon intelligence of Henry's landing and 
motion, marched down to fecure Tork^ againft 
which he expelled the firft attempt of his enemy 
was defigned. But whatever the cauTe might bd 
(wherein the writers of thofe ages are either fileat 
or unfatisfa£lory) both armies remained at that 
fecure diftance for three months ; after which 
Henry returned back to Normandy^ 
1 150* leaving the kingdom in the ftate of oon^ 
fufion he found it at his coming* 
The foi;tune8 of this young i>rin€e Hejnj IftXf 
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emprefs now began to advance by great and {\xA* 
den ftcp», whereof it will be no digrcffion to inform 
the reader, as well upon the connexion they have 
with the affairs at home about this time, as becaufe 
they concern the immediate fucceffor to the crown. 
: 1151. Prince Henrf% voyage to France was 
foon followed by the death of his father Geoffrf, 
earl of Anjouy whereby the fon became pofieffed of 
that earldom j together with the dutchy of 
Normandy \ but in a fhort time after, 11 52^ 
he very much enlarged his dominions 
by a marriage, in which he confulted his reputa- 
tion Icfs than bis advantage^ For Louis the Toung^ 
bing of France^ was lately divterced from his wife 
Mieanory who, as the French writers relate, bore 
a great contempt and hatred to her hufband, and 
had long defired fuch a feparation. Other au- 
thors gite her not fo fair a charafter : but what- 
ever might be the resft caufe, the pretext was 
confanguiiiily in the fc^urth degree-*. Henry was 

content 
'• • 'Wficther the pretext were affinity, or confangtiinity, is not 
qiiite agrcei ftmong hinorians : but it feems clear, that the real 
canfe of the feparation was the jealoufy of the king, and his im- 
patience under the icandal of her amours. The proceedings of a 
coondl fuMfnoned at Sfou^encij in the year IZ51, for the purpofe 
of this divorce, are related by M. Bayitf who is never more pro- 
lix than #hcn he meets with la^cs like EkaMri renowned for 
beauty, learning, and gallantry. He gives us tjie harangue of 
the Wfhop of Uingres in that aflcmbly ; who took the liberty of 
iavd^ing bitterly againft the lewdncfs of the queen. The arch- 
bUhop of Bmtrdfoux, a more decent man, was for hurtling that 
cfasTSC, and propafcd another more honourable motive for fepa- 
latkm, by (bewin^ that ^ kin^ and queen were related m a 

desrce 



336 The REIGKT of 

content to accept this lady with all her f 
and in her right f became duke of Aquitain, 
earl of PoitoUf very confiderable provinces, 
to his other dominions. 

But the two kings of France and Englat 
gan to apprehen4 much danger from the f 
greatnefs of a young ambitious prince ; and 
interefts were jointly concerned to jchcc 
growth. Duke Henry was now ready to t 
l^ng/and, in a condition to aflert his title 
more equal terms j when the king of Fran 
conjunction with Eujtace^ king Stephen^ ^ fon 
Geoffryj the duke's own brother, fuddenly < 
ed into his dominions with a mighty army; 
the caftle of Neumarche by ftorm, anc 
fiege to that of Angers. The Duke, by tli 
cident, was forced to lay afidc his thoug 
England i and marching boldly towards the 
my, refplved to relieve the beficged ; but fi 
they had already taken the caftle, he thou 

degree wherein marriage is unlawful. This hint was take 
proceedings changed ; and on this ground a marriage, wl 
fourteen years had been unquedioned, was now prai 
void. The queen, being told what turn things had taken, 
ed, fell from her chair, continued above two hours ipo 
at. length coming to herfelf, and turning her bright and b 
on the company prefent, (he faid, &c. Ptd, Bayle's D'vBt, 
Louis VII. 

t This Eieanor was daughter and hcircfi of WilRam 
duke of Aquttain and earl of PoiiQu, She made after 
great figure in England', raifcd rebellion againft the k 
hufband; fufFered long imprifonment ; but furvivcd her ti 
her hufband, and her oldcft fon lEicbardUdjin^iAt 
1:503. . - /--• 
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Ijcft to make a divcrfion, by carrying tbc war 
into the enemy's country, where he kft all to 
the mercy^ of his foldiers, furprized and burnt 
fcveral caftles, and made gpeat devaftations where- 
ever he came. This proceeding anfwered the 
end for which it was defigned ; the king of Franci 
thought he had already done enough for his ho« 
Hour, and began to grow weary of a ruinous war, 
which was likely to be protra£led. The condi^ 
tions of a peace, by the intervention of fome re* 
ligious men, were foon agreed. The duke, af- 
ter fome time fpent in fettling his affairs, and 
preparing all things neceflary for his intended ex- 
pedition, fet f^il for England^ where he landed • 
the fame year in the depth of the winter, with 
a hundred and forty knights, and three thoufand 
foot. 

Some time before iiS?«ry landed, the king had 
conceived a projedl to difappoint his defigns, by 
confirming the crown upon himfelf and his own 
pofterity. t He fent for the archbifhop of Can^ 
terburyy with feveral other prelates, and propofed 
that his fon Eujiace ftiould be crowned king with 
all the ufual folemnity : but the biftiops abfolute- 
ly refufed to perform the oflSce, by exprefs orders 
jfrom the pope, who was an enemy to Stephen^ 
partly upon account of his unjuft or declining 
caufe, but chiefly for bis ftrid alliance with the 

Vol. Xn. Gg king 

• Tlie place where he landed is not mentioned by our hifto- 
rians. It was probably in the weft of England^ as the firft jar- 
fiCm town he attacked was Mahn^/bury, 

t Cervas, Hin. Huntwithn. 
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king of France^ who was then engaged in a quar* 
rcl againft that fee, upon a very tender point re- 
lating to the revenues of vacant churche?. The 
king ind his fon were both enraged at the bi- 
{bops refufal, and kept them prifoners in the 
chamber where they aflembled, with many threats 
to force them to a compliance, and fome other 
circumftances of rigour ; but all to no purpofc^ fo 
that he was at length forced to defift. But the 
archbifhop, to avoid further vexation, fled the 
realm- 

This contrivance of crowning the fon during 
the life and reign of the father, which appears fo 
abfurd in fpeculation, was aftually performed in 
the fucceeding reign, and feems to have been ta- 
ken up by thofe two princes of French birth and 
extraftion^ in imitation of the like practice in 
their native country *, where it was ufual for 
kings grown old and infirm, or^fwaycd by^pater- 
nal indulgence, to receive their eldeil fon into a 
fliare of the adminiflration, with the title of 
King ; a cuftom borrowed, no doubt, from the la- 
ter emperors of Romey who adopted their Cafars 
after the like manner. 

ii53« The king was employed in bia ufaal 
cxercife of befieging caftles when the news was 
brought of Henr'f^ arrival. He left the- work he 
was about, and marched direfdy againfl the 
duke, who was then fat. down before Malmeftn^y. 
But Stephen forced him toraife the fiege, and im- 
mediately offered him battle. The iduke, al- 
though 
• Mezera, 
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though hia army was much mcreafed by conti- 
nual revolts, thought it heft to gain time, being 
ftill in number far inferior to the king, and there- 
fore kept himfelf ftrongly entrenched. There is 
fomc difference among writers about the particu- 
lars of this war : however, it is generally agreed, 
that in a fhort time after, the two armies met, 
and were prepared for battle, when the' nobles on 
?both fides, either dreading the confequenccs, or 
"weary of a tedious war, prevailed with the 4cing 
-and duke to agree to a truce for fome days in or- 
der to a peace ; which was violently oppofed by 
'Euftace^ the king's fon, a youth of great fpirit 
. 2nd courage, ^cCmUaC nc knc^ vcry iVcn it comu 
^ot be built but upon the ruin of his interefts ; 
and therefore, finding he could not prevail, he left 
the army in a rage, and, attended by fome follow- 
ers, endeavoured to fatiate his fury, by deftroying 
the cotmtry in his march : but in a few days, as 
Jbe'fkt art dinner in a caftle of his own, he fell 
fuddenly dead, either through grief, madnefs, or 
poifon. 

The truce was now expired, and the duke be- 
^anto renew the war with frelh vigour j but the- 
kbig "Was Wholly drfpiri ted upon this fatal acci- 
' (dent, and now firft begstn to entertain real 
thoughts of a peace. He had loft a fon whom be 
dearly loved, and with him he likewife Idft the 
alliance of the French king, to whofe fifter the 
yming prince was married. He had indeed ano- 
ther fon left, but little cftcemed by the nobles 
and people J nor, as it appears, much rcgaidcd- 
Gg^ by 
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by his father. He was now in the decline of his 
age, decayed In his health, forfaken by his . 
friends, who, fince the death of Eujiace^ fell daily 
from Him j and having no further care at heart 
for his pofterity, he thought it high time to fcek 
rcpofe'for his perfon. The nobles foon obfenred 
this difpofition in their king, which was fo agree* 
able to their own \ therefore, by general confent, 
Theobald archbifhop of Canterbury was appointed 
mediator between both princes. All matters 
were foon agreed ; an affembly of lords was con- 
vened at Winchejlery where the king received the 
duke with great marks of courtefy and kindnefs. 
There the peace was confirmed by the king's 
charter, wherein are exprefled the terms of agree- 
ment. But I {hall relate only the principal. 

The king, by this charter, acknowledged Hen* 

ry for lawful fucceflbr to the crown ; in which 

capacity all the nobles paid hi^ homage : and 

Henry himfelf, with his party, paid homage to 

Stephen. There is likewife a refervation for Wii* 

hamy the king's fon, of all the honours poflefled 

. by his father before he came to the crown. The 

king likewife acknowledges the obedience of his 

fubjefts to be no longer due to him than' he fliall 

obferve the conditions of this charter. And for 

the performance of thefe articles, the archbifhops 

and bifhops were appointed guarantees. There 

were fome other articles agreed on, which are 

not mentioned in the charter ; as, a general par- 

don ; a reditu tion, to the right owners, of thofc 

«. lauds aod poflcilionsj which had been usurped in 
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the time of the troubles ; that all caftles built 
diiring iJie war fhouW be razed to the ground, 
iKrhich are faid to have been above eleven hun- 
dred; that the rights of the church fhould be 
preferved ; with other matters of lefs moment. 

Thus, by the prudence of archbiihop Theobald^ 
the moderation of the two princes engaged, and 
the univerfal inclination of the peq)Ie, a happy 
period was put to this tedious and troublefome 
war: men began to have the pTofpe£l: of a long' 
peace;; nor was it eafy to forefee what could pdf-i 
fiWy arife to diflxirb it ; when difcovery was made 
. by accident, of a moft horrible piece of treachery, 
which, if it ha4 met with fuccefs, would have 
once more fet the whole nation in a flame. The 
duke, after the peace, attended the king to iw* 
i&«, to be fhewn to the people as the undoubted 
facceilbr to the crown ; and having made a pro- 
grefs together through fome other parts of the 
kingdom, they came to Canterbury; where Henry 
received priTate notice of a d6fign upon his life* 
It hath been already obferved, that the king em-^ 
ployed in his wars a body of Flemings^ to the; 
]great difcontent of his own fubjefts, with whomi 
they were ungracious. Thefe foreigners were 
much difcontentcd at the peace, whereby they 
mrenc likely to become ufelefs and burthenfome to» 
iJie prcfent king,, and hateful to the fucctflbr,. 
To prevent which, the commanders among them 
l^gan to pratStife upon the levity and ambition of 
Willmm the king's fon. They urged the indig- 
aity he had received in beiag deprived of hit: 
Cg,j biith-riglht^ 
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tirth-right ; offered to fupport his title by tfcdr 
valour, as tbey had done that of his father ; and, 
as an earneft of their intentions, to remove the 
chief impediment, by di^atching his rival out of 
the world* The young prince was eafily wrought 
upon to be at the head of this confpiracy; tiAie 
and place were fixed ; when, upon the day appoint- 
ed, William broke hts leg by a fall from his 
horfe s and the confpirators, wanting their leader, 
immediately difperfed. Thi& difappointment and 
delay, as it ufually happens among confpirators, 
were foon followed by a difcovery of the whole 
plot, whereof the duke, with great difcretios, 
made no other ufe than to confult his own fafe- 
ty ; therefore, without any (hew of fufpicion or 
difpleafure, he took leave of the king^and return- 
ed to Normandy, 

1 154. Stephen lived not above. a year to fhare 
the happinefs of this peace with his people, in 
which time he made a progress through moft 
parts of the kingdom, where he gained univerfal 
love and veneration^ by a n&oft affable and Cour- 
teous behaviour to all men. A £ew months af« 
%er his retjura he went to Dover ^ to have an in-^ 
terview with the earl of Flanders * ,• where, after- 
a fhort fickneis, he died of tht Iliac paffion, toge- 
ther with his.olddiftemper the haemorrhoids, up- 
on the twenty-fifth day of OSlober, in the forty- 
«intb year of hisage, and the nineteen^ Kof bis reign. 

Ifc 

•• fhe. Ctrl" of Fiauders was a potent fbrerdgn on the contJ*- 
nesty an4 had luM. at DfiVfr, ia order to JBcet and conftt. 
.'«ilb.ti)c.ia«it. 
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' He was a prince of wonderful endowments, 
both in body and mind : in his perfon tall and 
graceful, of great ftrength as well as Tigour : he 
had a large portion of mod virtues that can be 
ufeful in a king towards the happinefs of his fub- 
je£):s or himfelf ; courtefy and valour, liberality 
and clemency, in an eminent degree ; efpecially 
the laft, which he carried to an extreme, though 
very pardonable, yet hardly confiding with pru- 
dence, or his own fafety. If we except bis ufurpa- 
tion of the crown, he muft be allowed a prince ef 
great juftice, which mod writers, s^rm to have 
been always unblemidiedi, except in that fingle 
indance : for, as to his treatment of the bifhops 
and the earl of Chefter^ it feems very excufable 
by the nec^ility of the time ; and it was the ge- 
neral* opinion, if he had not ufed that proceeding 
with rfie. latter, it would have cod him his 
crown^ Perhaps his injcudice to the emprefs 
might likewife admit a little extenuation. Four 
kings fuccefEvely had fat on the throne without 
any regard to lineal defcent ; a period beyond the 
memory of mod men then aKve ; whereby the 
people had lod much of that devotion they were 
ufed to bear towards an edablidied fucceffion : ic- 
fides, the government of a- woman was then a 
thing unknown, and for that reafon difliked by. 
all who profefled to hate innovations* 

But the wifdom^ of this prince was by no mean*^ 
equal to the red of his virtues. He came to the 
crown upon as fair a title as his predeceflbr, heing 
«le(3y:d by the. general confent o£ the noblefl^^ 
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through the credit of his brother, and his own 
. perfonal merit. He had no difturbance for fome 
time, which he might eafily have em|doyed in 
fettling the kingdom^ and acquiring the tove of 
fais people. He had treafure enough to raife and 
pay armies, without burthening the fubjed. Hi» 
competitor was a woman, wbofc fex was the leaft 
of her infirmities, and with whom he liad already 
compounded for his quiet by a confiderable pen- 
fion : yet with all thefe advantages, he feldom was 
mafter of above half the kingdom at once, and 
that by the force of perpetual ftruggling, and wiifr 
frequent danger of lofing the whole. The prin- 
cipal difficulties he had to encounter, appear to 
have been manifefl conlequences of feveral moft 
imprudent fteps in his condufi, whereof many 
inftances have been produced in thehiftory'of his 
reign; fuch as, the unlimited permiffion of build- 
ing caftles ; his railing the fiege of a weak place 
where the.emprefs was (hut up, and muft, in a 
few days, have fallen into his hands ; his employ- 
ing the Flemings in his wars, and favouring them 
above his own fubjedrs \ and lailly, that abortive 
projeft of crowning his fon, which procured him 
at once the hatred and contempt of the clergy,, 
bydifcovering an inclination to violence and in* 
juflice that he durfl not purfue : whereas, it was 
nothing elfe but an tSedt of that bafly and fud- 
dcn difpofition ufually afcribed to thofe of his 
country, and in a peculiar manner charged to 
this prince : for authors give it as a part of his^ 
cbara£terj^ to be hot and violent in the beginning 

- q£ 
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of an entcrprizc, but to flacken and grow cold 
in the profecution. 

He had a juft fenfc of religion, and was fre- 
quent in attending the fervice of the church, yet 
reported to be no great friend to the clergy ; which, 
however, is a general imputation upon all the 
kings of this realm, in that and fome fucceeding 
reigns, and by no means perfonal to this prince^ 
who deferved it as little as any. 

I do not find any alterations during this reign 
in the meetings of general aflemblies, further 
than that the commons do not feem to have been 
reprefented in any of them -, for which I can af- 
fign no other reafon than thei will of the king, or 
the difturbance of the time *. I obferve the word 
Parliament is ufed promifcuouily among authors 
for a general aflembly of nobles, and for a coun- 
cil of bifhops, or fynod of the clergy ; which ren- 
ders this mktter too perplexed to afcertain any 
thing about it. 

As for affairs of the church, that deferve parti- 
cular mention, I have not met with any; unleis 
it (hould be worth relating, that Henry bifliop of 
Winchefter^ the pope's legate, who held frequent 
fynods during this reign, was the firft introducer 
of appeals to Romcy ih this kingdom, fo;: which 
he is blamed by all the monkifh hiftorians who 
give us the account. 

The 

* The rife and hiflory of Parliaments had not been cleared xsp 
when the Doctor writ in the beginning of this current century. 
It is certain, that the Commons had as yet been never repcc* ^ 
(catcd, * 
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MENRY the SECOND- 

A FRAGMENT. 

THE fplrit of war and contention, 
which had for a long time poflcf- 
fcd the nation, became fo efFefkually laid during 
the laft year of king Stephen's reign, that no alte- 
ration or difturbance cnfued upon his death, al- 
though the new king, * after he had received in- 
telligence of it, was detained fix week* f by con- 
trary winds : befides, the opinion of this prince's 
power and virtues, had already begotten fo great 
an awe and reverence for him among the people, 
that upon his arrival he found the whole *king- 
dom in a profound peace. He landed At Hoftre'* 
ham rf, about the beginning of December^ wHs re- 
ceived at Winchejierhy a great number of the no- 
bility, who came there to attend and fwear fealty 
to him, and three weeks after was crowned ^t 
Wejlminfter^ about the twenty-third year of his 

age. 

For 

• Kettry was at that time tcficging a caftic on thcfrontitn of 

Normandy, 

t Five weeks at the mod ; a month, fdth Brompton. 

\ At Hoftreham, faith Gervas. The place is not cafy to bt 

found ; however, it muft Tw on the Suffex or Hampjhire coaft, be- 

cadTe the king went dirc£fty from the place of iiis landing to 

'Wlnchefter. Carte hjs he landed, DtcS. near fiw^ ca/Uc'ift 
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-For the further fettling of the kingdom, after 
the long diftra^ions in the preceding reign, he 
feized on all the caftlcs which remained undeftroy- 
cd fince the laft peace between him and king Ste» 
phen ; whereof fome he deixioliihed, and trufted 
others to the government of pcrfons in whom he 
could confide. 

But that which moft contributed to the quiet 
of the realm, and the general fatisfa£lion of his 
fiibjedis, was a proclamation publifliedi command^ 
ing all foreigners to leave England j enforced with 
a. moft effectual claufe, whereby a day was fixed, 
after which it fliould be capital for any of them to 
appear ; among thefe was William D*Tpres earl of 
Kent^ whofe pofleflions the king feized into his 
own hands. 

Thefe foreigners,, generally called Flemings by 
the writers of the Englijb (lory, were a fort of va- 
gabond foldiers of fortune, who in thofe ages, un- 
de^ feveral denominations, infefted other parts of 
Europe as well as England : they were a mixt 
people, natives of Arragon^ Navarre^ Bi/cay, Bra^ 
bant, and other parts of Spain and Flanders. They 
■were ready to be hired to whatever prince. thought 
fit to employ them, but. always upon condition to 
have full liberty of plunder and fpoil. Nor wa& 
it ^n eafy matter to get rid of them, when there 
wa* no further need of their fervice. In England 
they were always hated by the people, and by this, 
prince in particular, whofe continual enemies^ 
they had been. 

After the expulfion. of thefe foreigners, and the 

forcing 
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forcing a few refraftory lords to a furrendcr of 
tlieir caftles, king Henry ^ like a wife princei be- 
gan to confider that a time of fettled peace was 
' the fitted jun£lure to recover the rights of the 
crown, which had been loft by the war. He 
therefore refumed, by his royal authority, all 
crown lands that had been alienated by his prede- 
ceffor ; alledging that they were unalienable in 
themfelves, and befides, that the grants were yoid, 
as coming from an ufurper. Whether fuch pro- 
ceedings are agreeable with juftice, Ifliall not ex- 
amine ; but certainly a prince cannot better con- 
fult his own fafety, than by difabling thofe whom 
he renders difcontent, which is efFeftually done 
no other way but by depriving them of their pof- 
fcfEons. 

1156. While the king was thus employed at 
home, intelligence came that his brother Geoffry, 
was endeavouring by force to poffefs himfelf of 
the earldom of Anjtnfy to wliich he had fair prc- 
tenfions ; for their father, confidering what vatt 
dominions would fall to his eldeft fon, bequeath- 
ed that earldom to the fecond in his laft ficknefr, 
and commanded his nobles then about him, to 
take an oath that they would not fuffer his body 
to be buried until Henry (who was then abfent) 
fliould fwear to obferve his wilL The duke of 
Normandy J when he came to affift at his father's 
obfequies, and found that without his compliance 
he muft draw upon hifnfelf the fcandal of keying 
a father unburied, took the oath that was ezaded 
for obfcrvancc of his will, though very much a- 

gsuaft 
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• gainft his own. But after he was in poflefllon of 
Englandy whether it were that his ambition en- 
larged with his dominions, or that from the be- 
ginning he had never intended to obferve what 
he had fwom, he- prevailed with pope Adrian {pi' 
Englijb birth) to difpenfe with his oath ; and in 

'the fecortd year of his reign went over into iVi?r- 
mandyy drove Vis brother entirely out of Anjou^ 
and forced him to accept a penfion foe his main- 
tenance. But the young prince, through the re- 

'fentment of this unnatural dealing, in a fliort 
time died of grief. 

Nor was his treatment more favourable to the 
king of Sr<9/j", whom, upon a flight pretence, he 
took occafion to difpoflefs of Carlljle^ Newcajlle^ 
and other places granted by the emprefs to that 

^prince's father, for his fervices and afliftance in 
her quarrel Tigzxn^ Stephen, 

Having thus recovered whatever he had any 
title to demand, he began to look out for new ac- 
quifitions. Ire/and vf2LS^ in that age, a country lit- 
tle known in the world. The legates fent fome- 
times thither from the court of Rome^ for urging 
the payment of annats, or directing other Church 
affairs, reprefented the inhabitants as a favage peo- 
ple, overrurn with barbarifm and fuperflition : f or 
indeed, no nation of jEwr^^^, where the Chriflian re- 
ligion received fo early and univerfal admittance, 
was ever fo late or flow in feeling its efFe£ts upon 
-their manners and civility *. Inftead of refining . 
Vol. XII. H h - ' their 

♦ The Irijh had been Tcry kanicd in former "^ages, but had 
^tcUned for Several centuries before the rei^ of Hinry II. Vld. Bede, 
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their manners by their faith, they had («ifR«ttd 
tbcir faith to becorr»pted by their manners ; tru€ 
rclTgion being almbft defaced, both in do£lrine 
and difcipline, after a longcourfe of time, among 
a people wholly funk in ignorance and barblMity. 
There feem to have been two reafons why the in- 
habitants of that ifland continued fo long uncul* 
tivated; firft, their fubjeSionorvafTalagetofo many 
petty kings, whereof a great number is mention- 
ed by authors, befides thofe four or five ufually 
affigned to the feveral provinces. Thefc princes 
were engaged in perpetual quarrels, in doing or 
revenging injuries of violence, or luft, or treachery, 
or injufticc, which kept them all in a continual 
ftate of war. And indeed, there is hardly any 
country, how renowned foever in ancient or mo» 
dcrn ftory, which may ndt be traced from the like 
original. Neither can a nation come out from 
this ftate of confufion, until it is either reduced 
under one head at home, or by force or conquefl 
become fubjeft to a foreign adminiftration. 

The other reafon why civility made fuch late 
entrances into that ifland, may be imputed to its 
natural (ituation, lying more out of the road of 
commerce or conqueft than any other part of the 
known world. All the intcrcourfe the inhabi** 
tants had, was only with the weftern coafts of 
Wales and Scotland^ from whence, at leaft in thofe 
ages, they were not like to learn very much po- 
li^tenefs. 

1 155. The king, about the fccond year of his 
reign, fent ambaflTadors to pope Adrian^ with in* 

jun£|tonf 
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junfiions to deGre his licence for reducing the fa- 
vage people of Ireland from their brutifli way of 
living, and fubjefting them to the crown of Mt^ 
land. The king proceeded thus, in order to fet 
up a title to the ifland, wherein the pope himfelf 
pretended to be lord of the fee ; for in his letter^ 
which is an anfwer and grant to the king's requefts» 
he infifts upon it, that all iflands, upon their ad- 
mitting the Chriftian faith, become fubjedl toi 
the fee of Rome ,- and th« Iri/b themfelves avowed 
the fame thing to fome of the firft conquerors* 
In that fore-mentioned letter, the pope highly^ 
praifes the king's generous defign *, and recom- 
mends to him the civilizing the natives, the pro- 
teflion of the Church, and the payment of Peter^' 
penct* The ill fuccefs of all paft endeavours to 
procure from a people fo miferable and irreligi- 
ous, this revenue to the holy fee, was a main in- 
ducement with the pope to be cafy and liberal in 
liis grant •, for the king profeffcd a defign of fecu- 
ring its regular payment. However, this expe- 
dition was not undertaken until fome years after^ 
when there happened an incident to fet it forward, 
as we fliall cclate in its place. • * » 

*.♦ •'* #.«: • «#^ 
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HENRY the Second's Charaaer; 

* ' Extraaed from the MONKS. 



Hard to gather hts Charaftcr frotn fuch bad 
Authors. 

A WISE prince, to whom ether princes refer* 
red their differences ; and had ambaiTadors 
from both empires, Eaft and Weft, as well as o- 
thers, at once in his court* 

Strong and brawny body, patient of cold and 
beat, big head, broad bread, broken voice, tem- 
perate in meat, ufing much exercife, juft ftature^ 
forma elegantiJUimai colore fuhrufg^ oculu glaucu^ 
fharp wit, very great ^memory, conftancy in. ad«- 
vcrfuy [and] in felicity, except at l^ft he yielded, 
becaufe almofl fbrfaken of all ^-liberal, impofed 
few tributes, excellent foldier and fortunate, wife 
and not unlearned. His vices^: mild andpromif- 
.ing in adverfity, fiferce and hard, and a violator 
of faith in profperity ; covetous to bis domefticks. 
and children, although liberal to foldiers and 
ftrangers, which turned the former from him ; 
loved profit more than juftice ; vcr^r luftful, which 
like wife turned his fons and others from bim. 
Rofamond 2in(\ the labyrinth at Wood/lock. Not 
very- religious * ; mortuos milites lu gem plus quam 
VIVOS amans s largus in puhnco^ parous in private^. 

Conftant. 

• Bromj^ton, 
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Conftant in love and hatred^ falfe to his word, 
morofe, a lover of eafe. Oppreflbr of nobles, ful- 
len, and a delayer of juilice ; verbo varius isf vfr^ 

futus ^Ufed churchmen \rell after Bnte^ 

death ; charitable to the poor, levied few taxes,, 
hated flaughter and cruelty *. A great memory, 
and always knew thofe he once faw. 

Very indefatigable in bis travels backwards and 
forwards to Normandy ^&q. of moftendlefs deHret 
to increafc his dominions. ♦ ♦ ♦ * 



Catera deftderantur. 
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THE- 

A k *S W E R 

O F T H E 

Right Honourable W— — m P y , Efqj 

TO THE 

Right Honourable Sir R t W e.^' 

SIR, OSk. 15. 1730. 

A Pamphlet was lately fcnt me, entitled^. 
ji letter from the Right Hon. Sir R. W. 
to the Right Hon. W. P. Efq: occaftoned by the late- 
JnveHives on the King, her Majejlyy and all. the- 
Royal Family. By thefe initial letters of our 
names, the world is to underftand that you and I* . 
muft be meant. Although the letter feems t6 
require an anfwer, yet becaufe it appears to te 
written rather in the flyle and manner ufed by 
fomc of your penfioners, than your own, I {halt 
allow you the liberty to think the fame of this 
anfwer, and leave the public to determine which 
of the two aftors can better perfonate their prin- 
ciples. That frigid and fuftian way of haranguing,, 
wherewith your reprefenter begins, continues,, 
and ends his declamation, I fliaLleavic to the cri- 
tics 
; Written by Dr. Swifts - 
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tics in eloquence and propriety to defcant oni;- 
%ecaufe it adds nothing to the weight of your ac* 
•ufations, nor will my defence b#one grain th* 
letter, by expofing its puerilities. 

I fhall therefore only ren^ark upon this parti-* 
^ar, that the frauds and corruptions in mod o-* 
ther arts and fciences, as law, phyfic (I fhall pro-" 
ceed no further) are ufually much more plauH-^ 
.bly defended than in that of politics; whether 
it be, that by a kind of fatality, the vindication 
of a corrupt minifter is always left to the ma- 
ivagcment of the meancft and moft proftitutc 
writers-; or whether it be, that the efFe£ls of a 
wicked or unfkilful adminiftration^ are niore 
public, vifible, pernicious and.univerfal. Wher^ 
as the miftakes in other fciences are aften mat* 
ters that afFeft only fpeculation ; or, at worft, 
the bad confequences fall upon few and private 
perfons. A nation is quicUy fenGble of the mi<» 
feries it feels,, and little comforted by knowing 
what account it turns^ to by the wealth, the pow"* 
er, the honours conferred on thofe wha fit at the 
helm, or the falaries paid to their pen-men; 
while the body of the people is funk into pover- 
ty and defpair. A Frenchman in his wooden 
fhoes may, fronci the vanity of his nation, and 
the conftitution of that government, conceive 
fome imaginary pleafure in boafting the grandeur 
of his monarch, in the midft of his own flaveryj 
but a freeborn EngliJhrHany with all his loyalty, 
can find little fatisfadioh at a minifter over- 
. grown in wealth and powcr^ from the lowcH de- 
gree 
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gree of waUit and contempt; when diat power or 
wealth are drawn from the bowels and Ubod of 
die nation, for which every fellow fubjed is » 
"fufiercr, except the. great man himfelf, his fami« 
Ij, and his penfioners. I mean fuch minifter (if 
there hath ever been fuch a one) wbofe whde 
management hath been a continued link of ig<» 
norance, blunders, and miftakes in every article, 
befides that of enriching and aggrandizing him» 
fclf. 

For thefe reafons, the faults of men, who are 
mod truiled in public bufinefiii are, of all others,, 
the moft difficult to be defended. A man may 
be perfuaded into a wrong opinion, wherein he 
hath fmall concern : but no oratory can have the 
power over a fober man, againft the conviftioa 
of his own fenfes : and therefore,'as I take it, the 
money thrown away on fuch advocates might be 
more prudently fpared, and kept in fuch a mini* 
fter's own pocket, than laviihed in hiring a cor*- 
poration of pamphleteers to defend his condufl^ 
and prove a kingdom to be floudfliing in trade 
and wealth, which every particular* fufajcA (ex* 
cept thofe few already excepted)- can lawfully 
fwear, and by dear experience knows, to be # 
felfliood. 

Give me leave, noble Sir, in the way of argu^ 
ment, to fuppofe this to be your cafe ^ could you 
in good confcience, or moral juftice,. chide your 
paper advocates for their ill fuccefs in perfuading 
the world againft manifeft demonftration ? Their 
mifcarriagc is owing, alas 1 to want of matter. 

Should 
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Should" we allow them to be maft^crs of wit, raiR 
lay, or learning, yet the fubjeft would not ad*- 
jnit them to exercife their talents ; and, confeo- 
quently, they can have no recourfe but to impu- 
dence, lying, and fcurrility. 
1 1 muft confefs, that the author of your letter 
to me, bath carried this laft qualification to a 
greater height than any of his fellows : but he 
hath, in my opinion, faileda little in point of 
politenefs, from the original which he aiFefts to 
imkate. If I fhould fay to a prime minifter, Sir, 
you have fufficiently provided, that Dunkirk 
fliould be abfolutely. demolifhed, and never re- 
paired ; you took the beft advantages of a long 
and general peace, to difcharge the immenfe 
debts of. the nation ; jou did wonders with the 
fleet; you. made the Spaniards fubmit to our 
quiet pofieffion of Gibraltar and Porttnahon ; you 
never enriched yourfelf and family at the expence 
of the pjablic. — Such is the ftyle of your fuppoC- 
isd letter, which, however, if I am well inform- 
^, by no means comes up to the refinements of 
a fiihwife in Billing/gate. Tou never had a haf^ 
tard by Tom the waterman ; you neverjloleafdver 
tankard; you were never whipped at the cartas tail* 
In the title of your letter, it is faid to be occa*- 
Jioned by the late thveBives on the Kingy her Majtr 
Jhy^ and all the royal Family : and the whole con- 
tents of the paper (ftripped from your eloquence) 
goes on upon a fuppofition aff*e£ledly ferious, that 
their majeilies, and the whole royal family, have 
ll5€n lately bUtcrly aud publicly inveighed againJl 



m the mod enormous and treaibnablc manner* w 
Now, being a man, as you well hnowj altogether 1, 
out of bufinefs, I do fometimes lofe an hour m \ 
reading a few of thofe controverfiat papers upon 
politics, which have fucceeded for fome year^ 
pad to the polemical trafls between Whig and 
Tory : and in this kind of reading (if it maj 
deferve to be ib called) although I have been 
often but little edified, or entertained^ yet 
hath it giyen me occafion to make fome ob* 
fervations. Firftj, I have obfcrved, that however 
men may fincerely agree in all the bninches of 
the low-church principle, in a tendemeft tor dif* 
fenters of every kind, in a perfeQ abhorrence of 
popery and the pretender, and in the moft firm' 
adherence to the proteflant fueceffionin the foyal 
houfe of Hanover ; yet [dentyof matter may aiile 
to kindle their animofities againft each other» 
from the various infirmitiesj^ follies^, and vices uu 
tkereht in mankind* 

Secondly, I obferved, diat although the vulgar 
leproach which charges the quarrels between mi* 
nifters and their oppofen, to be only a cooten* 
tion for power between tbde who aire in, and 
thofe who would be in if they could ; yet, as long 
M this proceeds no further than a feuffle of am- 
bition among a few perfons, it is only a matter 
€f courfe, whereby the public is little affe£):ed* 
But when corrupuoas are plain, open, and on« 
difguifed, both in their caulfes and effe6b, to the. 
hazard of a nation^s ruin, and fo declared by all 
de princij^al perfons and the bulk of the people., 

tho& 
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^3iofe cmly excepted ^ho are gainers by tho(e coy» 
jmptions: and when fuch minifters are forced to 
9f for ftielter to the throne, with a complaint of 
-difaffis^iion to majefty againft all who dur ft dif*- 
Ifkie their adminiftration. Such a general difpo* 
fition in the minds of men, cannot, I think, by 
any rules of reafon, be called the thmour of a few . 
AfaffeBed incen diaries ^ gafping after power. It is 
the true voice of the people ; which muft and will 
at lail: be heard, or produce confequences that I 
dare not mention* - 

I hare obfcrved, thirdly, that among all the of- 
fenfive printed papers which have come to my 
liand> whether good or bad, the writers have ta* 
ken particular pains to celebrate the virtues of 
cor excellent king and queen, even where thefc 
were, ftridtty fpeaking, no part of the fubjedl : 
not can it be properly objefted, that fuch a pro- 
tseeding was only a blind to cover their malice 
towards you and your afTiftants ; becaufe to af^ 
front the king, <jucen, or the royal family, as it 
^ould be dirc£Hy oppofite to the principles that 
thofe kind of writers have always profefTed, fo it 
"would deftroy the very end they have in purfuit. 
And it is fomewhat remarkable, that thofe very 
writers againft you, and the regiment you com- 
ihand, arc fuch as moft diftinguifti themfelves up- 
on all, or upon no occafions, by their panegyric* 
on ^heir prince 5 and, as all of them do this with- 
out favour or hire, fo fome of them continue the 
fame pradiice, under the fevereft profccution by 
you and your janiflariee* 

You 
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You feem to kilow, or at Icaft very ftrongl]^ to 
conjcdlure, who thofe perfons are that gi?c you 
fo much weekly difquiet. Will you dare to af- 
fert, that any of thefe are Jacobihs, endeavour to 
alienate the hearts of the people, to defame the 
prince, and then dethrone him (for thefe are 
your expreilions) and that I am their patron, 
their bulwark, their hope, and their refuge? 
Can you think I will defcend to <3rindicate myfelf 
againft an afperfion fo abfurd ? God be thank- 
ed, we have had many a change of miniilry, 
without changing our prince : for, if it had been 
othcrwife, perhaps revolutions might have been 
more frequent. Heaven forbid, that the welfare 
of a great kingdom, and of a brave people, fhould 
be trufted with the thread of a fingle fubjeft's 
life ; for I fuppofe it is not yet in your view, to 
entail the miniftryfhip in your family. Thus I 
hope we may live to fee different minifters and 
different meafures, without any danger to the 
fucceffion in the royal proteftant line of Hart' 
over. 

You are pleafed to advance a topic, which I j 
could never heartily approve of in any party, al- i 
though they have each in their turn advanced it, 
while they had the fuperiority. Tou tell us. It | 
is hard, that while every private man (hall have 
the liberty to choofe what fervants he pleafeth, 
the fame privilege (hould be refufed to a king. 
This aflertion, crudely underftood,. can hardly be 
fupported. If by fervants be only meant thofc 
who are purely menial, who provide for -their 

mafter's 
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tnaftcr's food and clothing,' or for the conveni* 
cnce and fpkndor of his family, the point is not 
worth debating. But the bad or good choice of 
a chanccllorif a iecretary, an ambaflador, a trea- 
furer, and many other officers, is of very high 
confequence to the whole kingdoih : fo is likewife 
that amphibious race of courtiers between fer- 
vaiits atid mifiifters ; fuch as the ftewa:rd, cham- 
berlain, trcafuret of the houfliold, and the like, 
being all of the privy council, and fome of the 
cabinet,^ who, according to their talents, their 
principles, and their degree of favour, may be 
great inftruments of good or evil, botli to the 
fubjeft and the prince ; fo that the parallel is by 
no means adequate between a prince's court and 
a private family. And yet if an infolent foot- 
man be troublefome in the neighbourhood ; if he 
breaks tlie peoples wiftdows, infults their fervants, 
breaks into other folks houfes, to pilfer what he 
can find, although he belong to a duke, and be 
a favourite in his ftation, yet thofe tvho are in- 
jured, may, without juft offence, complain to his 
lord, and for want of redrefs get a warrant to 
Tend him to the flocks, to Bridewell^ or to New^ 
gate, according to the nature and degree of his 
delinquencies. Thus the fervants of the prince, 
whether menial or other wife, if they be of his 
Council, are fubjeia to the enquiries and profecu* 
tions jof the great council of the nation, even as 
far as to capital punifliment ; and fo muft ever be 
in our conflitution, till a minifter can procure a 
majority even of that council to ihelter him; 
Vol. XII. li which 



viluch I am Aire you will allow to be a dcfperat? 
crifis, under any party of the mod plaufiblc; de- 
nomination. 

The only inftance you produce, or r^ither infi- 
nuate, to prove the late inveflives againft th^ 
king, queen, and royal family, is drawn from 
that dedu£tion of the Engltfh hiftory, publi{he4 
in feveral papers by the Craft/man ; wherein ar^ 
fhewn the bad confcqucnccs to the public, a^ well 
Jis to the prince, from the praAices of evil mini- 
ftcrs in moft reigns, and at feveral periods, when 
the throne was filled by wife mpnarchs as well 
is by weak. This dedu61ion, therefore, cannot 
reafonably give the leaft offence to a Briitjb king, 
when he (hall obferve that the greatefl: and ablgil; 
of his predeceffors, by their own ijandour, by a 
particular junfture of affairs, or by the general 
infirmity of human nature, have fometimcfi put 
too much trufl in confident, infinuating, and a» 
varicious rainifters. 

Wifdom, attended by virtue and a generous 
nature, is not unapt to be impofed on. Thus MiU 
ion defcribes UrieJ^ *the Jharpefi^ftghted fptrit in 
heaven^ and regent ofthefim^ deceived by the diff 
firaulation and flattery of the devil, for which the 
poet gives a philofophical reafon, but needle^ 
here to quote. Is any thing more common, pr 
more ufeful, than to caution wife men in h.ifb 
ftations, againft putting too much trufl in under- 
taking fervants, cringing flatterers, or deCgpin§ 
friends ? Since the Aftatic cufiom of gQver^ing 
by prime minifl^rs hath prevailed in fo many 
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(fduf tS of Europe^ how careful Qioulc! every prmcc- 
be in the choice of the perfon on whom fo great 
a tfuft is devolved, whereon depend the fafety 
iild Mrelfafei of himfelf and all his fubjefls. 
Quetfn 6lt%abethy whofe adrriiniftration is fre* 
queiltly quoted as the beft pattern for EngUjb 
pritiC^s to follow, could riot refift the artifices of 
the £afl 6f Lticeftefi >^ho, although univerfally 
2ill6Wed to be the mofl ambitious, infolent, and 
eorrupt perfoti of his age, #as yet her greateft^ 
^tid alihoft her only favourite : (his rdigion in- 
deed b^irlg partly puritan, and partly infidel^ 
might have better tallied with prefcnt times): yet. 
this wife queen would never fufFer the openeft 
enemies of that overgrown lord to be facrificed 
\0 his vengeance; nor durft he charge them witfc 
^ defign of Introducing popery' of the Spamjly pre- 
tender. 

How many great families do we all know^ 
tvhdfe matters have paflcd for perfons of good a- 
biliffesj during the whole courfe of their lives,, 
and yet the greateft part of whofe eftates hav& 
Itink in the hands bf their ftclvarcls and receiver^; 
thcif revefiucs paid thetn in fcanty portions, at 
large difcount, and trd>le intcreft, though they ' 
did not know it \ while the tenants were dally 
racked, and at the fame time aecufed to their 
landlords of infolvency. Of this fpecies iire fiich 
ihanagers, who, like boneft Peter WaUrs, pre- 
tend to cltar an eftate, keep the owner p(?nnylefe, 
andj aftcf fevcn years, leave him five time^ more 
I i a. ia 
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ill debt^ while they fink half a plum into their 
own pockets* 

Thofe who think themfelves concerned, may 
give you thanks for that gracious liberty you are 
pleafed to allaw them, of taking vengeance on the 
fninifiers^ and there Jhooting their envenomed ar^ 
rows. As to myfelf, I neither owe you venge- 
ance, nor make ufe of fuch weapons : but it is 
your weaknefs, or ill fortune, or perhaps the fault 
of your conftitution, to convert wholefome reme- 
dies into poifon ; for you have received better and 
more frequent in(lru£tions than any minifter of 
your age and country^ if God had given you the 
grace to apply them. 

I dare promife you. the thanks of half the king,- 
dom) if you will pleafe to perform the promife 
you have made, of fuffering the Craft/man and 
company, or whatever other infamous wretches and 
execrable villains you mean,, to take their venge- 
ance only on your own facred minifterial perfon^ 
without bringing any of your brethren, much 
lefs the moft remote branch of |he royal family 
into the debate. This generous offer I fufpcfted 
from the fi.rft ; becanfe there were never heard of 
fo many, fo unncceflary, and fo feverc profecu- 
tions as you have promoted during your miniftry, 
in a kingdom where the liberty of the prefs is fo 
much pretended to be allowed. But in reading 
a page or two, I found you thought it proper to 
e;Kplain away your grant j for there you tell us, 
that thefe mifcreants (meaning the writers againft 
you) are to renumber that the laws have a bun* 



t^Kftftr LfiSs generous^ Ufs^ ntild ^afid therctful 
fintifnents tfean yourfelf j and intd thdr fecular 
hinds thd poor aufhors mtill be delivered to fines, 
prifottSi plll6ries, \vhlpping^j and the gallows. 
Thus your jiromlfe .of ihipunity, which begart 
fomewhdt jeftihically, concludeii with the mercy - 

oft Spartijh iftquiiStor. 

if it fhould h happen, that I am neither ahet^ 
i^y patron^ prdteBor Mtjiipportet dt thefe imagi- 
ft^ff inttftiVtfS ^gainjf tbi lingy hir mdjejiy^ or afij 
iff the royatfantiiyfl defite td ktto^ what fafisfae- 
tioft I am to get from yon, ot the creature yoii* 
ctbpldyed in writing the libel which 1 am n6^ 
anfi^ering?. It sx^ill be no ercufe td fay, that t 
differ from you in every particular of yoiir pbli** 
deal reafort and praftice; bccaufe that will be to 
load the beft, the foundeft, and moft' numerous 
part of the kingdom^ with the denominations yoii 
are pleafed to beftow upon me, that they are 
JacobiteSy wicked mtfcreantSy infamous wretches^ 
ei^ecrahle villains-^ and defamers of the hingy queen ^ 
and ail the royal family y and guilty of high treafon. 
You cannot know my ftyle' ; but I can eafily 
tnow your works, which are performed in the 
fight of the fun. Your good inclinations are vi- 
' fible; but I begirt to doubt the ftrength of your 
Credit, even at court, that you have not power to 
make his majefty believe me the perfod which 
you reprefetit irt your Hbel: as moft infallibly 
you have often attempted, arid iri vain, becaufe 
I muft oLhervvife have found it by the marks of 
his royal difplcafure. However, t6 be angry with 
113 you. 



.you^ lo wboth I am indebted for. the gteateft oS-^ 
ligation I could poifibly receive, would be the 
higlied ingratitude. It is to tou I owe that re- 
putation I have acquired for fome years paftf of 
being a lover of my country and its cohftitution; 
to YOU I owe the libels and fcurrilities conferred 
upon me by the worft of men,, and confequentif 
ibme degree of efteem and friendfhip from the 
beft. From you I leartied theikill of diftinguUIv- 
ing between a patriot and a plunderer of his counr 
try : and from you I hope in tin^e to acquire the 
knowledge of being a loyal,, faithful^ and ufefui 
fervant to the bell of princes^ Vmg George the fe.- 
cond. And therefore I can conclude, by your exanu- 
pie, but with greater truth^.thatlam not only with 
humble fubmiffion and refpeft, but with infinite 
gratitude. Sir, your moft obedient and moft ob« 
liged fervant, 



TO THE 

Count De GYLLENBORG. 

SIR, Dubliiv, in Ireland, Nov. a. 1 719* ■ 

IT is now about fixteen years fince I iirft enter- 
tained the defign of writing a hiftory of. 
Englandy from the beginning of William Rufus^ 
to the end of Queen Elizabeth ; fuch a hiftory, I 
mean, as appears to be moil wanted by foreign- 
ers, and gentlemen of our own country ; not a 

volumiaotts 



.wluminous work, nor properly an abridgement 
but an cxaft" relation of the moft important af- 
fairs and events, without any regard to the reft. 
>fy intention was to infcribe it to the king* your 
.late mafter, for whofe great virtues I had ever 
the higheft veneration, as I (hall aontinue to bear 
,to his memory. I confefs, it is with fome di£- 
dain^ that I obferve great authors defcending to 
write any dedications at all : and for my own 
party when I looked round on all the princes of 
Europe^ I could think of none who might deferve 
that diftinftion from me, befides the king your 
mailer ; (for I fay nothing of his prefent Britanm 
nic majefty, to whofe perfon and chara£ter I am 
an utter danger, and like to continue fo): neither 
can I be fufpeded of flattery on this point, fince 
it was fome years after that I had the honour of 
jan invitation to his court, before you w ere em- 
ployed as his minifler in England^ which I hearti- 
ly repent that I did not accept ; whereby, as you 
can be my witnefs, I might have avoided fome 
years uneafinefs and vexation, during the lafl four 
years of our late excellent queen, as well as a long 
melancholy profpeft fince, in a moft obfcure dif- 
agreeable country, and among a moft profligate 
and abandoned people. 

I was diverted from purfuing this hiftory, part- 
. Ly by the extreme difficulty, but chiefly by the in- 
dignation I conceived at the proceedings of a 

fafbion 

• Charres XII. king of Sweden, .who was unfortunately kill- 
ed by a caniion-ball> at the ilegc of Fredcrick'fhall, in the year 
1718. 
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fa£):k)il which then prevailed ; and the paferg Tzf 
titgh&ed in my cabinet, Dntil you faw me in^ 
Ertglofid: when you kn(m how far I was engaged 
in thoughts and bufinefs of another kind. Up- 
on her majefty^s lamented death, I returned ta 
my ftatiOn in this kingdorti ; fince which time, 
there is not a northern curate among yoti, who 
hath lived more 6bfcure than myfelf, or a great- 
er ftranger to' the commoneft tranfaftions of the 
'if^rld* If is but very lately that I fcmnd the 
following papers, which 1 had almoft fbrgottcm 
I publifh them now, for two reafons : fir ft, for 
aii encouragement to thofe who have mofc youth *, 
and leifure, and good temper than T, towards pnf- 
fuing the work as far as it was^ intended by me, 
or as nuich further as they pleafc > the fecond- 
reafon is, to have an opportunity of declaring the 
"profound refpe£l I have for the memory of your 
royal mafter, and the fincere regard and fricnd- 
fhip I bear to yourfelf ^ for I muft bring to yotir 
mind how proud I was to diftinguifh you among 
all the foreign minifters, with whom I had the 
honour to be acquainted. I am a witnefs of the 
^eal you fliewed, not only for the honour and in- 
tereft of your mafter, but for the advantage of 
the Proteftant religion in Germany ^ and how 
knowingly and feelingly you often fpoke to me 
upon that fubjcfl:. We all loved youj as poffcf* 
fed of every quality that could adorn an Englijb 
gentleman, and efteemed you as a faithful fub- 
je£l to your prince, and an able negociator \ nci- 

thei: 
* The author was then in hi« fifty-iccond year. 
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thcr fliall any rcverfc of fortune have powes to 
leflen you either in my friendfhip or efteem : and 
I muft take leave to afTure you further, that my 
9ffe£tion towards perfons hath not been at all di- 
miniihed, by the frown •of power upon them. 
Thofc whom you and I once thought great and 
good men, continue dill fo in my eyes and my 

heart ; only with a * * * * ♦ 

##* #* #« *# 

Catera deftderaniur. 



OF 

MEAN AND GREAT FIGURES^ 
made by fcveral Perfons. 

Of ihfe who have made Great Figures in 
Jome particular A5lion or Circumftance of their^ 
Lives* 

ALEXANDER the Great, after his viftory, 
[at the Streights of Mount Taurus] when 
he entered the tent ^where the Queen and Pria- 
ceflfes of Perfia fell at his feet. * * * 

Socrates, the whole lad day of his life, and 
particularly from the time he took the poifon, to 
the moment he expired. 

. Cicero, when he was recalled from his banifli^ 
ment ; the people, through every place he paflt- 
xA% meeting him with (bouts of jpy and congra- 

tulatioQA 
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tulation, and all Rome coming out to reccfve 
him. 

Regulus, when he went out of Rome ittend- 
cd by his friends to the gates, and returned to 
Carthage according to his word of hcnotif, al- 
though he knew he muft be put to a cruel ddatb, 
for advifing the Aomaiis to puffue thcfif war witk 
that commonwealth. 

Scipio the elder, when he difmi^d a beauti- 
ful captive lady, prefented to hiifn after a great 
vifkory, turning his head afide to prefervc his own 
virtue. 

The fame Scip'io, wheti he and Hannibal met 
before the battle, if the faft be true. 

Cirtcinnatu^, when the iheffengert, (tt\i by the 
fenate to make him DiAatoiT^ ' fouad him at the 
plough. 

Ep^minondasf when the Perfiait anlbslflsidor 
came to his houfe, and found him in (he midd 
of poverty. 

The Earl of StrafFord, the day that he made 
hi3 own defence at his trial. 

Itiiig Charles the Martyr, duritig his Wh6lc 
trial, and at hi$ death* 

The Black Prince, when he Waited it fupp^ 
on the King df Ffatiee, whom he had Ci>ft<jiiered 
and taken prifoner the fame day. 

Virgil, when at Rome, the whole fiiudiai<fe 
Tofe. up, out of vcncfatiert, as he catered the 
theatre. 

Mahomet the Great, when he cut off his be- 
Jovcd miftrefs^s head, on a ftage created for that 

purpofe> 



, to convince his foldiors, who tjixed him 

erring his love to his gjpry. 

iwcll) when he queUed a ptvutiny in Hide- 

y the Great of France, when h^ entered 
and fat at cards the fame night w^h fpniQ 
idies, who were bi3 mortal en^&mlej?, 
srt Harley Earl of Oxford, at hi§ trij^l- 
of Utica, when he provided (Qf the fofoi; 
is friends, and had determiped tq die. 
Thomas More, during hia imprjifoiirnentji 
his ei^ecution. 

ua, when the foldier, fejit to kill hiHi i^ 
igeon, was ftruck with fo much awe and 
ion, that his fword fell frqm bU hand^ 
glas, when the ftip he commanded waa on 
d he lay down to die in it, becaufe it ihould 
faid, that one of his family ever quitted 
ofk. 

ferom Bows, * * .*. * * 

* * # * # # . # 

'? who have made a ME AS CONTEMPTIBLE 
URE, infome A^'ton or Qircutnfiance oftbiir 

3ny at Aflium, when he fled after Cleo- 

ipey, when he was killed on the fea-fhpre 

pt. 

} and Vitellius, when they were put to 

^ Lepidus, 
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Lcpidus, ^hen he was compelled to lay down 
bis ihare of the triumvirate. 

Cromwell, the day he refufed the Kingfhip out 
of fear. 

Perfeus King of Macedon, when he was led 
In triumph. 

Richard II. of England, after he was depofed. 

The late King of Poland, when the King of 
Sweden forced him to give up his kingdom 5 and 
when he took it again upon the King of Swe- 
den's defeat by the Mufcovites. 

King James II. of England, when the Prince 
of Orange fent to him at midnight to leave Lon- 
don. 

King William III. of England, when he fent 
to beg the Houfe of Commons to continue his 
Dutch guards, and was refufed. 

The late Queen Anne of England, when fhc 
<fitot Whitworth to Mufcovy on an embafly of hu- 
miliation, for an infult committed here on that 
Princess ambafTador. 

The Lord Chancellor Bacon, when he was con* 
vifted of bribery. 

The late Duke of Marlborough, when he was 
forced, after his own difgrace, to carry his 
Dutchefs^s gold key to the Queen. • 

The old Earl of Pembroke, when a Scotch 
Lord gave him a lafh with a whip at New-mar* 
ket, in prefence of all the nobility, and he bdrc 
it with patience. 

King Charles IL of England, when he enter- 
ed 



C 373 3 , 

€d into the fecond Dutch war, and in mafty 0* 
ther aftions during his whole reign. 
. Philip 11. of Spain, after the defeat of the Ar- 
mada. 

The Emperor Charles V, when he refigned his 
crown, and no body would believe his reafons. 

King Charles I. of England, when, in gallan- 
try to his i^een, he thought to furprife her with 
a prcfent of a diamond buckle, which he pufticd 
down her breaft, and tore her flefli with the 
tongue ; upon which {he drew it out, and flung 
it on the ground. 

Fairfax, the parliament-general, at the time of 
King Charles's triaL 

Julius Caefar, when Antony offered to put a 
diadem on his head, a«d the people fhouted for 
joy to fee him decline it ; which he never offer- 
ed to do, until he faw their diflike in their coun-- 
tenances. 

Coriolannus, when he withdrew his army from 
Rome, at the entreaty of his mother. 

Hannibal at Antiochus's court. 

Bean Fielding, at fifty years old, when, in A 
quarrel upon the flage, he was run into his breaft, 
which he opened and (hewed to the ladies, that.. . 
he might move their love and pity ; but they a||3|K: 
fell a laughing. 

The Count de Buffy Rabutin, when he was re- 
called to court, aftjer twenty years banifhment in- 
to the country, and aflPefted to make the fame ft-b^, 
gure he did in his youth. 

The Earl of Sunderland, whea he turned Pa* 
Vol. XII. Kk pift 
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piil in the time of King James II. and under* 
went all the forms of a heretic converted* 

Pope Clement the VII. when he was taken pri- 
foner at Rome, by the Emperor Charles V.'s forces. 

Queen Mary of Scotland, when (he fu^ered 
Bothwell to ravifti her, and pleaded that as aa 
excufe for marrying him* 

King John of England^ when he gave up his 
kingdom to the Pope, to be held as a fief from 
the fee of Rome. 

CONCERNINO 

THAT UNIVERSAL HATRED 

WHICH 

Prevails againft the Clergy/ 

May 24, 173S. 

T HAVE been long confidering and conjecturing 
what could be the caufes of that great difguft, 
of late, againft the Clergy of both kingdoms, be- 
yond what was ever known, till that monfter and 
tyrant Henry VIII. who took away from them, 
againft law, reafon, and juftice, at leaft two« 
thirds of their legal poflcffioas ; and whofe fuceef- 
^ fors (except Queen Mary) went on with their ra- 
pine till the acceffion of King James L Thatdeteft- 
able tyrant Henry VIIL although he abollflied 
the Pope's power in £ngland| as unirerfal bilbop. 
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jtt what he did in that article, however juft as it 
were in itfelf, was tl^e mere cffcft of his irregular 
appetite, to divorce hirpfelf from a wife he wa& 
weary of, for a younger and more beautiful wo- 
man, whom he afterwards beheaded. But, at « 
the fame time, he was an entire defender of all 
the Popifli doftrines, even thofc which were the 
moft abfurd. And, while he put people to deaths 
for denying him to be head of the church, he 
burned every offender againft the doftrines of the 
Roman Faith | and cut off the head of Sir Thomas 
More, a perfon of the greateft virtue this kingdom 
ever produced, for not dircftly owning him to be 
head of the church. Aniong all the princes who 
ever reigned in the world, there was never fo in- 
fernal a'beaft as Henry VIIL in every vice of the 
moft odious kind, without any one appearance oE 
virtue : But cruelty, luft, rapine, and atheifm,. 
were. his peculiar talents. He rejcftcd the power ' 
of the Pope fot no other rcafon, than to give his 
full fwing to commit (acrilege, in which no ty- 
rant, fincc Chriftianity became national, did ever 
equal him by many degrees. The abbeys, en- 
dowed with lands by the miftaken notion of well- 
difpofed men, were indeed too numerous, and 
hurtful to the kingdom ; and therefore, the legif- 
lature might, after the Reformation, havejuftly 
applied them to feme pious or public ufes. 

In a very few ccnturica after Chriftianity bc»- 

came national in moft parts of Europe, although 

the Church of Rome had already introduced ma- 

fij corruptions in. religion j yetthc piety of early 

K k -2 • chriftiansji 
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chxiiViaas, as well as new converts, was (b grea^ 
znd particula^y of princes, as well as noblemen 
ajid other wealthy perfons, that they built many 
religious houfes, for thofe who were inclined to 
live in a reclufe or folitary manner, endowing 
thofe monafteries. with land. It is true, we read 
ef monks fome ages before, who dwelt in caves 
and cells, in defert places. But when public e- 
dificcs were crefted and endowed, they begaa 
gradually to degenerate into idlenefs, ignorance, 
avarice, ambition, and luxury, after the ufual fate 
of all human inftitutions." The popes, who had 
already aggrandifed thenxfelves, laid hold of the 
opportunity to fubjedl all religiou.8 houfes with 
their priors and abbots,^ to their peculiar authori- 
ty i whereby thefe religious orders became of an 
interefl direftly different from the reft of man- 
kind, and \yholly at the pope's devotion. I need 
Uy no more on this article, fo, generally known 
and fo frequently tieated, or of the frequent en- 
deavouis of fome other prince^, as well as our 
own, to check the growth, and wealth, and power 
of the regulars. 

In later times, this miflaken piety of erecting 
and endowing abbeys, began to decreafe. And 
therefqre, when fome new-invented fe£l of monks 
^d friars began to ftart up^ not being able to pro- 
cure grants of; land, they got leave from the pope 
to appropriate jhe jtithes and glebes of certain pa« 
rifhes, as contiguous or near as they could find, 
obliging themfelres to fend out fome of their 
body to take carq of the people's fouls:, And^ 
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H Ibmc oF thofc pariflies were at too great a dT- 
ftance from the abbey, the monks appointed ta 
attend them were paid, for the cure, cither a 
fmall (lipend of a determined fum, or fometimes a? 
third part, or what arc now called the vicarial tithes. 

As to the church-lands, it hath been the opi- 
nion of many writers, that in England, they a- 
mounted to a third part of the whole kingdom. 
•And therefore, if that wickcd^Prince above-men-^ 
tioned, when he had caft off the Pope's power^ 
had intfoduced ibme reformation in religion, he 
eould not have been blamed for taking away the 
abbey*lands by authority of parliament. Bat^. 
vtfhen he continued the mod cruel- perfccutor of 
all thofc who differed in the Icaft article of the 
Popiih religion, which was then the national and 
eftablifhcd faith, his feizing on thofc lands, and 
a(pplying them to prophane ufes, was abfolute fa- 
crilege, in the ftrongeft fenfe of the word; having* 
been bequeathed by princes and pious men to fa-r 
cred ufes. 

In the rcijgn of this Prince^ the Ghiirch and 
Court of Romq had arrived to fuch a height of, 
iorrupcfoni, in doSrintJ and difcipline, as gave 
gptat offence to many wrfe^ learned, and pioas> 
men through mod parts of Europe ; and feveraL 
countries agreed to make fome refbrmation in re- 
figfon^ But, although a proper and juft reforma— 
fian were allowed to be neccffary, even to prre- 
ferve Chridianity itfclf, yet the paffions and vic^s 
«£ men had mingled thcmfdves fo far, as to per- 
vert and confound all the good endfeivours of 
K k. 1 thofe: 
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- thofe who in tended well : And thus the reformation^, 
in every country where it was attempted, was^ 
carried on in the moft impious and fcandalous 
manner that can poffibLy be conceived. To which 
unhappy proceedings we owe all the juft re- 
proaches tkat Roman Catholics have caftupon us 
ever fince. For, when the northern kingdoms 
and ftates grew weary of the Pope's tyranny, and 
when their preachars, beginning with the fcandar 
lous abufes of indulgencies> and proceeding far* 
thcr to examiae feveral points of faith, had cre- 
dit enough with their princes, who were in. fome 
fear left fuch a change might zffcSt the peace of 
their countries, becaufe their biftiops )iad great 
influence on the people; by their wealth and 
power ; tbefe politic teachers had a ready, anfwe; 
to this puqjofe.. ^^ Sir, your Majefty need not 
** be in any pain or apprehenfion: Takeaway. 
" the lands, and fink the authority, ofthcbifliops: 
*^ Bcftow thofc lands oa ypur courtiers, on your 
** nobles, and your great ofiiccrs in your army ;- 
*^ and then you will be fecure of thcj people.'* 
This advice; was ex^£lly followed. And", in tho 
l^roteftant monarchies abroad, little more than 
the fhadowof Epifcopacyisicftj but in there-* 
publics, is wholly extinft. 

In England the Reformation was^hrought in af^ 
ter a fomewhat different manner, but upojn thej 
fame principle of robbing the. church. . However,. 
Henry VIII. with great dexterity, difcovcrcd ztk 
invention to gratify his infatiable thirft for.blood,, 
on both religions. * * * # # 

'^ " A LEX- 
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LETTER 

Giving ail ACCOUNTof 

A PESTILENT NEIGHBOUR, 

Sir, . ^ 

YOU muft give me leave to complain of a^ 
pefiilent fellow in my neighbourhood, who 
is always beatmg mortar^ yet I cannot find he 
ever builds. In talking he ufcth fuch hard words, 
that I want a Drugger-man to interpret them. 
But all is not gold that glifters* A pet he carries 
to moft houfes where he viilts. He makes hia 
Prentice his gally-Q^ve. I wHh our lane were 
purged of him. Yet he pretends to be a cordial 
man. Every Jpring his ' fhop is crouded with? 
€Ountry-folk8 ; who, by their leaves^ m my opi- 
nion, help him to do a >great deal of mifchief. 
He is full oifcruples : and fo very litigious, that 
he^Iei bills againft all his acquaintance : And> 
though he be much troubled with iht Jtrnples^ yet 
laiTure youhe is a Jefuitical dog ; as you may know 
by his bark. Of all poetry he loves the dram-a-^ 
tdfkhc&: I am, isfc* 

A LET- 
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TO THE 



EARL of P E M B R O K £► 

My Lord, i"709» at a Conje£hirc. 

T T is now a good while fincc I rcfolved to take 
fome occasion of congratulating with your 
Lordfhip, and condoling wuh the public^ Upon 
your Lordfhtp'f leaving the Admiralty i and I 
thought I coi^d never choofe a better time, than- 
when I am in the country with, niy Lord Bi(hop 
©f Clogher and his brother the Do£tor • : For we 
pretend to a triumvirate of as humUe (ervants^ 
and true admirers of youf Lordfliip^ as any yott 
)ia?e in both iflands. You n^ay well call them ai 
tfiumviraU ; . for^.if youpleafe tatry-um they will 
%fii with the beft, and are of the firft rate^ thougb 
ihey are not, men of war, but men of (dhjirch. 
To f?y the truth, it was a pity your Lordftiip^ 
^ould be confined to the Fiitt^ when you are 
not in debt. Though your Lordfhip isci^ awajy 
you are notytt«i ; nor never will be, iince no- 
thing is out of your Lordfliipfs depth. Dr. Afhc 
fays, it is but juftice that your Lordfliip, who is a 
man of littisrsj fhould be placed upon the poft'^ 
^e; and my Lord Blfhop adds, that he hopes to- 

* Doaor St.- George Aihc^. 
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fee your LordiliJp tofledfrom ihzt po/l to be a pil/atf' 
of ftate again.; which he defired I would put ia 
by way oi pojljcript. I am. 

My Lord, ^c. 



LETTER 



EARL of PEM BR OK E, 

Pretended to be the Dying Speech of Tom 
Ashe, whofe Brother, the Reverend Dillon 
Ashe, was nicknamed Dilly. *' 

(Given to Dr. Monsey by Sir Andrew Fountain 
and communicated to .the Editor of thefe Volumes 
by that ingenious, learned, and very obliging 
Gentleman.) 

'yOM ASHE died laft night. It is conceived 
' ■*" he was fo puffed up' by my Lord Lieute- 
mxit^sfavoury ^hat it ftruck him it^o a fever. I 
.. ^, here 

. ^1 Thomas Alhc, Efq; defcended ffom an ancient family of 
that name in WiltHure, was a gentleman of fortune in Ireland. 
VA-yr?^ a facetious plcafant companion, but the moft eternal nn- 
-jyearied punfter that perhaps ever lived. He was thick and (hort 
in hjis perfon^ bcin^ not alx^v.e five feet high at the mod, and 

had 
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here fend you his dying fpccch, as it wis cxaftfy 
taken by a friend in fhort-hand. It is fomething 
long, and a little incoherent ; but he was feveral 
hours delivering it, and with feveral intervals. 
His friends were about the bed, and he fpoke to^ 
them thus : 

My Friends, 

T T is time for a man to look grave when he ha* 
one foot there« I once had only a ^imick 
fear of death, but, of late, I have pundrcd it more 
ferioully. Every fit of cofing hath put me in 
mind of my cofins though diffhiufe^ menfeldomeft 

think 

had fbmething voy drol! in his appearance. He died about the 
year 1719, and left his wholb eftitte, o€ about a thoaiand pounds 
a year, to his iBtimate friend and kinfman Richard Aflieof 
Afbefield, £iq. There is a whimHcal (lory, and a very tru/t 
•ne, of Tom Aibe, which is well remembered to this day. It 
happened, that, while he was travelfing ou horieback, and at a 
confiderable dUbnce from any town, there burft from the clouds 
ibch a torrent of rain as wetted him thnwglu He galloped for* 
ward, and as foon as he came to an inn, he was nfct inftaotly by 
a drawer : « Here,'* laid he to the fellow, Aretchlng out one of 
his arms, ** take off my coat immcdiateiy.* ^ Ko» Sh-, I. 
«* won't,** iaiid the drawer. ** Pok confound you,** iaid Aflie, 
" take off my coat this inftank/* " No, Sir," replied the 
drawer, *« I dare not take off your coat ; for it is febny to fWp 
" an Ash.'* Tom was delighted .beyond raeofure, firequently 
loi^l the (lory, and faid he would have given fifty guineas t6 Hare 
been the author of that pun. This little XvwOt of Dr. ^wh% 
entitled. The D^n^ Words of T«m AJhe, wns written feveral 
years before the deccafc of Tom, and was merely ddigned to e«^ 
hibit the manner in wjiich ftch an eternal pnnAier might liani: 
««f rcflcd himfclf on his dcatli-bcd. 
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tliink of diffaluiion. Tbu is a very great Utera# 
tion : If that fupported myfelf with good nmne^ 
mud i^w be myfelf fupported by a Jmall 
idtr. " ■ A fortune-teller once looked on my 
hand, and faid, This man is to be a great travel- 
ler : He will foon be at the Diet of Worms, and 
from thence go to Rati/bone. But now I under- 
ftand his double meaning. — I defirc to be pri« 
vately buried, for I think a public funeral looks 
like Bury Fair ; and the rites of the dead too of- 
ten prove wrong to the living. Methinks the 
word itfelf bed exprefles the number, neither y^tcr 
nor all* — A dying fnan (hould not think of -«^- 
quies, but oh fe qui es. — Little did I think you 
would fo foon fee poor Tom Jlo%vn under a tomb 
Jlom* But as the mole crumbles the mold about 
her, fo a man of my fmall mold, before I /am dd^ 
may moider away. — Sometimes I've rav*d that I 
fliould r^t;ive j but phyficians tell me, that when 
once the great artery has drawn the heart awry, 
we fliall find the cor die all, in fpite of the higheft: 
cordial. — Brother, you arc fond of Daffy\ dixir ; 
but, when Death comes, the world will fee that,^ 
in fpite of Daffy down Dilly *. — ^Whatever Doc- 
tors may defign by their medicines, a man in a 
dropfy, drops he not, in fpite of Goddard*s drops, 
though none are reckoned fuch high drops P — I 
find, death fmells the blood of an Englifhman : A 
^/rintly/wmbled out, will be a weak defence 

againft his feefafum. P. ST. are no letters in 

Death's 

* A nickname of Tom Aflie's brother. 
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Death's alphabet: he has not half a bit of cither: 
He moves hxsftthey but will not be moved by all , 
onr/ighs. — Every thing ought to put tis- in mind , 
6f death : Phyficians affirm that our very food 
breeds it in us, fo that in our dieting^ we may be 
feid to di-eating. — ^There is fomething ominous, 
not only in- the names of difeafes, as dr-arrhsea, 
rfi-abetes, rfi-fentery, but even in the drugs de- 
figned fo preferve our lives 5 as rf/-acodium, di- 

apente, A'-afcordium. ^I perceive Dr. Howard 

(and I feel how hard) lay thumb on my pulfe^ then 
pulls it back, as if he faw Letbum in my face. ;I 
fce as bad in his 5 for fure there is no phyftck like 
Vi/fckphiz. He thinks I fhall deceafe before the 
day ceafe ; but, before I die, before the bell hath 
tolPdj and Tom Tollman is told that little Tom^ 
though not oldj has paid nature's tollj I do defirc 
to give fome advice to thofc that furvivc me. 
Firft, Let gamefters confider that death is hazard 
TXiA pajfagey upon the turn of a die. Let lawyers 
confider it is a hard cafe. And let punners con- 
fider how hard it is to die jeftingy when death is. 
fo hard in digefling. 

As for my Lord Lieutenant the earl MungO" 
merry f I am fure he be^wales my misfortune 5 and 
it would move him to (land by, when the car- 
penter (while my friends grieve and make an odd 
fplutter) nails up my coffin. I will make a (hort 
affidavi't^ that, if he makes my epitaph /will take 
it for a great honour; and it is a plentiful fub* 
jca. His Excellency may fay, that the art of 
punning is dead with Tom« Tom has t^en all 

puns 
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iHins away with him : Omne tulit ^un'T^dnu--*-^^ 
Mzj his Excellency long live tenant to the Queen 
in Ireland. We never Herberd fo good a govcr* 
nor before. Sure he mun go^meryy home, that 

has made a kingdom fg happy. 1 hear my 

friends defign to publifh a colle£lion of my puns. 
Now I do confefs, I have let many a pun go^ 
which did never pungo f therefore the world muft 
read the bad as well as the good. Virgil has 
long foretold it : Punka mala leges, ■■! have 
had feveral forebodings that I fhould foon die : I 
llSve, of late, been often at committees, where I 

have fate de die in diem, 1 converfed much 

with the ujber of the black rod ; I faw his medals ; 
and woe is me dull ybul, not to conGder they are 
but dead mens izctsjlampt over and over by the 
living, which will fhortly be my condition. 

Tell Sir Andrew Fountain I ran clear to the 
bottom^ and wifli he may be a late a-river where 1 
am going. He ufed to brook my compliments. 
May his /and be long a running ; not quick/and^ 
like mine. Bid him avoid poring upon monu- 
ments and books, which is in reality but running 
among rocks and Jhelves^ to Jlop his courfe* May 
his waters never be troubled with mud or gravely 
tiorjlopt by any grinding Jione. May hid friends 
be all true trouts^ and his enemies laid flat as 
founders. I look upon him as xht mo&. Jluent of 
his race >• therefore let him not de^m^ I fore- 
fee his black rod will advance Co a pihe^ and de-^ 
ftroy all our ills. 

But, I am going ; my nuind in, lungs i$ fuming 
Vol. Xn. L 1 to 
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to « ivinding flicct. The thoughts of a pall be* 
gin to a-pall me. Life is but a vapour^ car elk 
vapour la moindre caufe. Farewel : I have lived 
ad zmicorum fq/Hdium^ and, now behold how faj 
Idi um,! 

Here his breath failed him, and he expired* 
There are fome falfe fpellings here and there^but 
they muft be pardoned in a dying man. 



LETTER 

TO T H S 

KING ATARMS. 

([From a reputed EsQuiREy one of the Subscriber? 
to the Bank.] 

SIR, Korember 1 8, 17II. 

T N a late printed paper, containing fome notes 
and queries upon that lift %i the Subfcribers 
Names, which was publiflied by order of the 
Commifiioners for receiving of Subfcriptions, I 
find -fome hints and inuendos that would feem to 
infinuat^, as if I and fome others were Only re* 
putei Efqnires ; and our cafe is referred to you in 
your kingly capacity. I defire you will pleafe to 
let me know the loweft price of a real Efiquire's 
iroat of Arms : and if wc can agrce^ I will give 

my 
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my bond to pay you out of the firftintercft I receive 
for my fubfcription ; becaufe things are a little 
low with me at prefent, by throwing my whole 
fortune into the Bank, having fubfcribed for five 
hundred pounds fterling. 

I hope you will not queftion my pretenfipns to 
this title, when I let you know that my godfa- 
ther was a juftice of peace, and I myfclf have 
been often a keeper of it. My father was a lead- 
er and commander of horfe, in which poft he 
rode before the greateil lords of the land ; and^ 
in long marches, he alone prefnied over the bag- 
gage, advancing.dirccSlly before it. My mother 
kept open houfe in Dublin, where fevcral hun- 
dreds were fupported with meat and drink, 
bought at her own charge, or with her perfonal 
credit, until fome envious brewers and butchers 
forced her to retire. 

As to myfclf, I have been, for feveral years, a 
foot-officer; and it was my charge to guard the . 
carriages, behind which I was commanded to 
Hick clofe, that they might not be attacked in 
the rear. I have had the honour to be a favou* 
rite of feveral fine ladies; who, each of them at 
difitirent times, gave me fuch coloured knots and 
public marks of didinfkion, that every one knew 
which of them it was to whom I paid my ad- 
drefles. They would not go into their coach with- 
out me, nor willingly drink unlefs I gave them 
the glafs with my- own hand. They allowed mc 
to call them my Miftreffes, and owned that title 
. publicly. I have been told that the true ancient em- 
Llz ployment 



[ 388 3 

ploymcnt of a Squire was to carry a Enfgbt's 
ihield, painted with his colours and coat of arms. 
This is what I have wimeffes to produce that I 
have often done } not indeed in a (hield, like' my 
predeccflbrs, but that which is full as good, I 
have carried the colours of a Knight upon my 
coat, I have likcwife borne the King*s Arms in 
my hand as a mark of authority, and hung them 
painted before my dwelling-houfe, as a mark of 
my calling : So that I may truly fay his Majefty's 
Arms have been my fupporters. I have been a 
ftrift and conftant follower of men of quality ; I 
have diligently purfued the fteps of feveral 
Squires ; and am able to behave myfelf as well as 
the bcft of them, whenever there fliall be occa- 
fion. 

I de/ire it may be no difadvantage to me, that, 
by the new aft of parliament going to pafs for 
preferving the game, I am not yet qualified to 
keep a greyhound. If this {hould be the teft of 
Squirehood, it will go hard with a great number 
of my fraternity, as well as myfelf, who muft all 
be unfquired, becaufe a greyhound will not be 
allowed to keep us company} and it is well 
known I have been a companion to bis betters. 
What has a greyhound to do with a Squireihip ? 
Might not I be a real Squire, although there was 
no fuch thing as a greyhound in the world ? Pray 
tell me. Sir, are greyhounds, to be from hence- 
forth the fupporters of every Squire's coat of 
trms ? Although I cannot keep a greyhound, may 
mi a greyhouqd help to keep me ? May not I 
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have an order from the Governors of the Bank to 
keep a greyhound, with a non ohftanU to the aO: 
of parliament, as well as they have created a 
Bank ag^nft the votes of the two Houfes ? But 
however, this difficulty will foon be overcome. I 
am promifed 125 1. a year for fubfcribing 500 l.j 
and of this 50c 1. I am to pay in only 25 1. ready 
money : The governors will truft me for the reft, 
and pay themfelvcs out of the intereft by 25 L 
per cent. So that I intend to receive only 40 L 
a year, to qualify me for keeping my family and 
a greyhound, and let the remaining 85 1. go on 
.*till it makea 500 1. thcA 1000 1- then 1 0,000 K 
then 100,000 1. then a million, and fo forward?* 
This, I think, is much better (betwixt you and 
xne) than keeping fairs, and buying and felling 
bullocks ; by which I find, from experience,, that 
little is to be gotten in thefe hard times. I am^ 

S I R^ 

Your friend, and 

Servant to command, 

A. B. E S QJJ X R BU. 

*' Pojfjcript. I hope you will favourably reprc* 
fent my cafe to the publiflier of the Paper above- 
mentioned. 

Direft your letter for A\ B\ Ef quire j at — 

HI J and, pray get fbmc parliament-man tc 

frank it, for it will coft a great poftagc to this; 
plate.. 
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Mrs. SUSANNA NEVILLE.* 

M A 9 A. M|, J«ne 14> X73^ 

TWILL not trouUe you wkb any grave to^ 
"*• phiehy left I fbould difcurmodi yow 5 but rather 
write in 2kfarmi/iar^znAjoc9cu>us way^ 

You muft know then, I wa« the other night at 
Mrs. Tattle's, and Mrs. Rattle came in to drink 
fom^ jocklit with us, upon which they £eU into* a 
nargiment about the bcft mujiciomr^ in town : at 
lad, Rattle told Tattle, that ihe did not know the 
difrence between a ibag anj a tyrnpanj^ They 
were going to rf^/^r the matter to mej. buttfaid>. 
that when peopfe difputcd, it was my way always* 
to (land muter^ You would have thought they- 
, were both tntofiicated with liquor, if you had feeik 
them fo full of oiuragegufn^fs.. Howevej:, Mrs- 
Tajtle, as being a very timberfome woman, yield- 
ed to Rattle ; and there was an end of the difpuU'- 

menu-- 1 wonder you do not honour me ibme-^ 

times with your company. If I myfclf be no^ //y- 
troduaemtnty njy gardeo, which b^s a. finic ruvat 

Ipok^ 

;|^ "Ilit ]^ec ti fifitiUttyr,. u4,viiis wn^ 
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look, ought to be one. My Tomy would be glad 
to fee you before he goes for England, and fa 
would I J for I am refolved to take the tower of 
London before I return. We intend to go to 
Norfolk or Suffolk, to fee a ckrgyman, a near 
coufin of ours. They foy that he is an admiral 
good man, and very horfpital in his own houfe.^ 
I am deternCd^ when this mge is over, never to 
fet my foot in a ftage-coach again 5 for the jolting 
of it has put my blood in fuch z firmament^ that I 
have beJen in an ego ever fince, and have loft my 
nappitite to fuch a degree, that I have not eaten a 
manfton of bread, put all together, thefe fix weeks 
paft. They allow me to cat nothing at night but 
hlanchius manjhius^ which has made a perfcft no* 
tamy of me } and my fpirits arc fo extorted^ that 'I 
am in. a perfc£fc liturgy j for which I am refolved 
to take fome rubrick^ although the doftors advifc 
me to drink hargomy. And what do you think ? 
when I went to my cellar for a flafk, Ifound that 
my fervants had imMIi/hed it all -, for which 1 am 
refolved to give them fome hippohochoney to bring 
it up again. — I fear that I have been too turbulent 
in this long and tedious crutxA ; which I hope you 
mill excufe from 

Your very humble fervant, 

MARY HOWE. 



OMi 
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ON 

BARBAROUS DENOMINATIONS 
IN IRELAND. 

Sir, 

IH AVE been lately looking over the adVcr- 
tifements in fome of your Dublin news-pa» 
pers, which arc fcnt me to the country, and was 
xnuch entertained with a large lift of denomina* 
tions of lands, to be fold or let. I am confident 
they muft be genuine : for it is inipofGble that ei- 
ther chance, or modern invention, could fort the 
. alphabet in~ fuch a manner, as to make thofe ab- 
ominable founds ; whether fird invented to in-^ 
voke or fright away the devil, I muft leave among 
the curious. 

If I could wonder at any thing barbarous, rw 
diculous, or abfurd among us, this £hould be one 
of the firft. I have often lamented that Agrico- 
la, the father-in-law of Tacitus, was not prevail* 
cd on by that petty king from Ireland, who fol- 
lowed his camp, to come over and civilize us 
with a conquefl:, as his countryman did Britain,^ 
where fevcral Roman appellations remain to this 
day : and fo would the reft have done, if that in- 
undation of Angles, Saxons, and other northern 
people, had not changed them fo much for the 
worfe, although in no comparifon with ours. In 
one of the advertifements juft mentioned, I en- 
countered near a hundred words together, which 
I defy any creatuce in human fhape^ except aa 

IdihrnaU: 
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Iriftiman of the favagc kind, to pronounce ; ncJ*- 
ther would I undertake fuch a taik, to be owner 
of the lands, unlefs I had liberty to hunnanize 
the fyllables twenty miles round. The Icgifla- 
ture may think what they pleafe, and that they 
are above copying the Romans in all their con- 
quefts of barbarous nations ; but I am deceived^ 
if any thing hath more contributed to prevent 
the Iri(h from being tamed, than this encourage- 
ment of their language, which might eafily be a« 
boliflied, and become a dead one in half an agej 
with little expence, and lefs trouble. 

How is it poffible that a gentleman, who lives 
in thofe parts, where the Town-lands (as they 
call them) of his eftate produce fuch odious founds 
from the mouth, the throat, and the nofe, can 
be able to repeat the words, without diflocating 
every mufcle that is ufed in fpeaking, and with- 
out applying the fame tone to all other words^ 
in every language he underftands ? As it is plain- 
ly to be obferved, not only in thofe people, of 
the better fort, who live in Galway and the Weftem 
parts, but in moil counties of Ireland. 

It is true, that, in the city-part of London, 
the trading people have an affedled manner of, 
pronouncing ; and fo, in my time, had many lad- 
dies and coxcombs at court. It is likewife true, 
that there is an odd provincial cant in moft coun- 
ties of England, fomctimcs not very pleafing to 
the ear : and the Scotch cadence, as well as ex- 
preflion, are offenfive enough. But none of thefc 
defeats derive coctcmpt to the fpeakerj whereas, 

what 
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i*rhat wc call the IriQi Brogue is no fooner difr 
covered, than it makes the deliverer, in the laft 
degree, ridiculous and defpifed : and^ from fuch 
a mouth, an Englifhman expels nothing hot 
bulls, blunders, and follies. Neither does it a« 
▼ail, whether the cenfure be reafonable or not, 
fince the fa£t is always fo. And, what is yet 
worfe, it is too well known, that the bad confe« 
quence of this opinion affe£^s thofe among ur, 
who are not the leaft liable to fuch reproaches, 
further than the misfortune of being born in Ire- 
land, although of Engliih parents, and whofe e- 
ducation hath been chiefly in that kingdom. 

I have heard many gentlemen among us, talk 
much of the great convenience to tboftr who live 
in the country, that they (hould ipeak Irifh. It 
may poffibly be fo : butj I think, they (hould be 
fuch who never intend to vifit England, upon 
pain of being ridiculous^ For I do liot remem- 
ber to have heard of any one man that fpoke Iriih, 
who had not the accent upon his tongue, eafiiy 
difcernible to any Englifh eajT. 

But I have wandered a little from my fubjed, 
which was only to propofe a wifh, that thefe ex- 
ecrable denominations were a little better fuited 
to an Englifli mouth, if it were only for the fake 
of the Englifh lawyers: who, in trials upon ap- 
peals to the Houfe of Lords, find fo much diffi- 
culty in repeating the names, that, if the plain- 
tiff or defendant were by, they would never be 
able to difcover which were their own lands. 
But, befides thisj I would defire, not only that the 

appeUatiooa 
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%ppellatidns of ^hat they call Town-lands were 
changed, but likewife of larger ^iftrids, and fe-^ 
veral towns, and fome counties ; and particularly, 
the feats of country gentlemen, leaving an alias to 
folve all difficulties in point of law. But I would 
by no means truft thefe alterations to the owners 
themfelyes ; who, as they are generally no great 
clerks, Co they feem to have no large vocabulary 
about them, nor to be well (killed in profody. 
The utmoft extent of their genius lies in naming 
their country habitation by a hill, amount, a 
brook, a burrough, a callle, a bawn, a ford, and 
the like ingenious conceits. Yet thefe are ex- 
ceeded by others, whereof fome have continued 
anagramatical appellations, from half their own 
and their names joined together, others only 
from the lady. As for inftance, a perfon, whofe 
wife's name was Elizabeth, calls his feat by the 
name of Befs-borow. There is likewife a fa- 
mous town, where the worft iron in the king- 
dom is made, and it is called Swand/itigbar. The 
original of which name I-fliall explain, left the 
antiquaries of future ages might be at a lofs to 
derive it. It was a moft witty conceit of four gen- 
tlemen, who ruined themfelves with this iron- 
projefit. Sw. ftands foi; Swift, And. for Sandtrsy 
Ling, for Darlings and Bar. for Barry. Me- 
thinks I fee the four loggerheads fitting in con- 
falt, like Smeftimnius, each gravely contribut- 
ing a part of his own name to make up one for 
their place in the iron-work j and could wifli they 
had been hanged, as well as undone, for, their 

wit. 
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wit. But I was mod pleafed with the denomi- 
nation pf a town-land, which I lately faw in an 
advertifemcnt of Pue*s Paper : " This i» to give 
f^ notice, that the lands of Douras, alias WhiG- 
^^ borowy* &c. Now thift zealous proprietor, hav- 
ing a mind to record his principles in religion or 
loyalty, to future ages within five miles round 
him, for want of other merit, thought fit to make 
ufe of this expedient ; wherein he feems to mif- 
take his account: for this diftinguifhing term, 
Whig^ had a mod infamous original, denoting a 
man who favoured the Fanatic fed:, and an ene- 
my to kings, and fo continued till the idea was a 
little foftened, fome years after the revolution, 
and during a part of her late Majefty's reign. 
After which it was in difgrace until the Queen's 
death; fince which time it hath, indeed, fiourifh- 
ed with a witncfs : but how long it will continue 
fo, in our variable fcene, or /What kind of mortal 
it may defcribe, is a queilion which this courtly 
landlord is not able to anfwer. And therefore, 
he fhould have fet a date on the title of his bur- 
row, to let us know what kind of creature a 
Whig was in that year of our Lord. — I would 
readily aihft nomenclators of this coftive imagi- 
nation ; and therefore I propofe to others of the 
fame fize in thinking, that, when they are at a 
lofs about chriftening a country-feat, inftead of 
ftraining their invention, they would call it 
JBocby^burrow, FooUbrook, Puppf'fori^ Coxcomb' 
iail, Mount'loggerhead^ Dunee^hill : which are in- 
nocent appellations, proper to exprcft the talents 

of 



t 397 1 

tyi the owners. But I cannot reconcile myfelf td 
the prudence of this Lord of WniG-borow, be- 
caufe I have not yet beard^ among the prcfbyterian 
fquires, how much focver their perfons and princi^ 
pies are in vogue, that any of them have diftinguifli- 
ed their country-abode by the name of Mount-' 
regicide^ Ccvenant-haUf Fanatic^hillf Roundhead^ 
bawn, Coftting^hrook, ov MourtUrehel^ and the like ^ 
becaufe there may, poffibly, come a time when 
thofe -kind of founds may not be fo grateful to 
the ears of the kingdom. For I do not conceive 
it would be a mark of difcretion, upon fuppofing 
a gentleman, in allufion to his name, or the merit 
of his anceftors, to call his houfe Tyburn-halL 

But the fchemc I would propofe, for changing 
the denominations of land into legible and .audi- 
ble fyllables, is by employing fome gentlemen in 
the univerCty } who, by the knowledge of the La- 
tin tongue, and their judgment in founds, might 
imitate the Roman way, by tranilating thofe hi.* 
deous words into their Englifh meanings, and al- 
tering the termination, where a bare tranflation 
will not form a good cadence to the ear, or be 
eafily delivered from the mouth. And, when 
both thefe means happen to fail, then to name 
the parcels of land from the nature of the foil, 
or fome peculiar circiimilance belonging to it ; 
as, in England, Farnham, Oat-lands, Black-heath, 
Corn-bury, Rye-gate, Afli-burnham, Barn-elms^ 
Cole-ortum, Sandwich, and many others. 

I am likewife apt to quarrel with fome titles 
of Lords aniong us, that have a ?cry ungracious 

Vol. XII. Mm found, 
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■found, which are apt to communicafc mean ideas 
to thofe who have not the honour to be acquaint- 
ed with their pcrfons, or their virtues, of whom 
I have the misfortune to be brie. But I cannot 
pardon thofe gentlemen, who have gotten titles 
fince the judicature of the peers among us hath 
been taken away, to which they all fiibmitted 
'with a' refignation that became good Chrlftians, 
as undoubtedly they are. However, uncc that 
time, r look upon a graceful harnfionious title, to 
be, at leaft, forty per cent, in the value intrinfic 
of an Iriih peerage : and, fiiice it is as cheap as 
the word, for any Irifli law hitherto cnaQcd in 
England to the contrary, t would advife the next 
fet, before they pafe their patents, to call a con- 
■fultationt of fcholars, and mufical gentlemen, to 
adjiift this mod important and eflcntial circum- 
ilance. The Scotch noblemen, though born ai- 
med under the North Pole, have much more 
tuneable appellations, except fome very few, 
which, I fuppofe, were given them by the Irifli, 
along with tlieir language, at the time when that 
kingdom was conquered, and planted from hence; 
and, to this day, retain the denominations of places, 
and furnames of families, as all hidorlans agree. 

I fliould likewife not be forry, if the names of 
fome biftiops fees were fo much obliged to the al- 
phabet, that, upon pronouncing them, we might 
contra£l fome veneration' for the order and jJer- 
fons of thofe reverend peers, which the grofe i- 
deas fometimes joined to their titles, is very un- 
judly apt to diminiOi. 

T 
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FRANCIS GRAN T, Esq; 

MERCHANT in LONDON. 

[^Francis Grants Efq: ofLondorty Merchant ^yo^ng-' 
erfon cf Sir Francis Grant of Cullen^ Baromt^ 
having an high opinion of the herring and other 
jijheries in the Britijh feas^ mjrit-andfuhlijbeda 
pamphlet^ in the year 1733, fl/l that fyhje^ t prin-' 
cipally with a view to excite the encouragement of 
the public y to Juch of the mercantile people as might 
engage in a projeB fo extremely henefciaJ, The 
pamphlet was much efleemed i hi{t the miniftry of 
England^ in thcfe days^ fearing to oj^end the Dutch, 
were not inclined to favour it. Whereupon^ Mr, 
Grant writ a letter to the Reverend DoBor Jo^ 
nathan S^uifly Dean of St, Patrick^ s^ Dublin^ 
ivho wcu then very eminent in Ireland y to try if 
the patriot party there would efpoufe the defign, 
and reap benefit to their country^ from what was " 
thus reje&ed in England : To which letter the 
Dean writ the following anfwery which greatly 
fhews the man^ as well: as the gene r,oi ppifiion he 
had of thofe times J^ 

SIR, .Dublin, J March 23. 1733-4- 

I Return you my hearty thaDfea far your letter 
and difcourfe upon the fifhgry : yo^ difcovcr 
in both, a true love of your couotry, and (ex- 
cepting your civilities to nxc) a vcry.^ood judg-r 
M m 2 menti 
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ment^ good wilhes to this ruined kingdom, and 
a perfc£l knowledge in the fubjeft you treat. 
Qut you are more temperate than I, and confe* 
quently much wifer : for corruptions are apt to 
make me impatient, and give oflfence, which you 
prudently avoid. 

Ever fince I began to think, I was enraged at 
the foUy of England, in fuffering the Dutch to 
have almoft the whole advantage of our fifhcry^ 
juft under our nofes. 

The laft Lord Wemys told me, he was gover- 
nor of a caftle in Scotland, near which the Dutch 
uied to fifti : he fent to them, in a civil manner^ 
to dcfire they would fend him fome fifh, which 
they brutifhly refufed ; whereupon he oiMered 
three or four cannon to be difcharged from 
the caftle, (for their boats were in reach of 
the ihot,) and immediately, they fent him more 
than he wanted. 

The Dutch are like a knot of fharpcrs among 
a parcel of hbfteft gentlemen, who think they un- 
derftand play, and are babbled of their money* 
I love them for the love they have to their coun- 
try; which, however, is no virtue in them, be- 
caufe it is their private intereft, which is dire£Uy 
contrary in England. In the Queen^s time, I 
did often prefs the Lord-treafurer Oxford, and o- 
thers of the miniftry, upon this very fnbjeft; 
but the anfwer was, " We muft not offend the 
^^ Dutch j'* who, at that vefy time, were oppof- 
ing us in all our fteps towards a peace. I laugh- 
ed ta ice tibc zeal that miniftry had about the 

fiibing 



I 401 3 

fifliing at Newfoundland (I think) while no care 
was taken againft the Dutch fifhing juft at our 
doors. 

As to my native country, I happened indeed', 
by a pcrfeft accident, to be born here, ^ my mo- 
ther being left here from returning to.hcf houife 
at Leicefter, , and I was a year old before I was 
fent to England : and thus I am a Teague, or an 
Irishman, or what people pleafc, although the beft 
part of my life was in England. ^ , 

What I did for this country, was from perfect 
hatred of tyranny and oppreffion, for wt^igh Jhad 
a proclamation againft me of 300 1. which my 
old friend^ my I^ord Carteret, was {Qtccd to con* 
fent to, the very firft or fecond night of; his ar- 
rival hither. The crime was, that of writing a*- 
gainft a projeft of one Wood, an ironmonger^ 
to coin 100,000 1. in halfpence, n^xt worth a fixth 
part of the money,, which wa^ laid before the 
people in fo plain a manner^ that they all rcfufed 
it 'y and fo the natioa was preferved jfroin iinme-» 
diate ruin. 

. I hav^ done ibme fmaller fervices to ehis king<«- 
dom *, but I can do no more. I have too many 
years upon m<$, and have too much Cckncfs* £ 
am out of favour at court, where I was well re* 
eeived, during two fummers, fix and fercn years 
ago. The governing people here. do not love 
n^e. For, as'corrupt as England 13, it is an habi- 
tation of faints, in comparifon of Ireland. We^ 
arcallfl — s, and kn — s, and fools; and all, but: 
l^ogs and people in employments,, beggars.* 
JVl». J 'She: 



The caOi of Ireland docs notamouTlt to 2oOiO©oL 
The few honeft men among us arc dead-hearted^ 
poor, ^nd out of favour and power. 

I talked to two or three gentfemen of this Houfe 
of Commons, now fitting here ; and mentioning 
your fchemc, fhewed how very advantageous it 
would be to Ireland. They agreed with me ^ 
butfaidi that if ftich a thing were propofed", the 
members wbuH all go out, as at a thiiig they ha4 
no concern in. 

I believe the people of Lapland, or the Hot* 
tentot«, »rcf ftot fo miferable a people as we ; for 
Qppref&on, fiipported by power, wttl infallibly in* 
tioduce fla?i(h principles.. I am afraid, that, e«i 
ven in England^ your propofal will come to no- 
thing. There is not virtue enough left among- 
mankind. If your fcheme fliould pa& into 2lii> ' 
a£i, it will become a job : your fanguitie temper 
will cool : r^^a will be the only gainers. Party 
and fa&ion will intermingle, and defeat the moft 
•flential parts^ of the whole defign^ Standing ar- 
mies, in times of peace, projed;s of excife, andr 
bribing at cled^ions-are all you are like to be em« 
ployed in y not forgetting feptennial parliaments^. 
diredUy againft the old Whig-principles,, whicit 
;dways have been mine^ 

A gentleman of this kingdom,, about thret 
years ago, joined with fomc others in a fifliery^ 
here, in the northern parts: they advanced 200 L. 
by way of trial : they got men from Orkney to-, 
cure their fi(h, who underftood it well. But the- 
Wlgar folks of Ireland are fo lazy aod fo knaviflh,. 

tbatt 



i 403 1 

that It turned to no account, nor would any bo* 
dy join with them : and fo the matter fell, anct 
they loft two-thirds of their money. Opprefled 
beggars are always knaves i and, I believe, there 
hardly arc any other among us. They had ra- 
ther gain a (hilling by knavery, than five pounds 
by honeft dealing. They loft 30,oqq 1. a year for 
ever, in the time of the plague at Marfeilles,^ 
when the Spaniards would have bought all their 
linen from Ireland : but the merchants and the 
weavers fent over fuch abominable liaen, that kt 
was all returned back, or fold for a fourth part 
of the value. This is our condition,^ Which yoa 
may pleafe to pity, but never can mend. I wifh 
you good fucccfs with all' my heart. I have al* 
ways loved good projefls, but have always found 
them to mifcarry. I am. Sir, with true efteeni 
for your good intentions, 

Your moft obedient fcrvant. 

P. S. I would fuBfcribe my name, if I had not 
a very bad one 5 fo I leave you to guefs it. If I 
can be of any fervicc to you in this kingdom, E 
ftiaU. be glad you will employ me* 
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A 

LATIN LETTER, 

I N T H E 

GRATTANIAN STYLE: 

Written by Dr. SHERIDAN. 

LATIN IT AS GRATTANIANAr 

Doming, 

TU cogitabas quod egi duram. rem in intrali* 
do judicium fupra vinculum tuum, et qua^ 
tuor claudendo mortgagias : pon potui adjuvare 
id} quoniam eram valde durum pofitus ei prO' 
nummum. Ego defidero te tenere linguam, et 
ne terguni morde me aliquid longior ; nam ft facis^. 
fupra meam animam te tundam deorfum primum 
tempus quod occurro te. Eft pukhra res quod 
homo non potefl: rogare pro fuo, quin vocas ilium 
nomina, ec d^s illi peifimvm Y^rbum in ore tuo. 
Semel magis jubeo te tenere linguam, vel potc* 
cfle certus quod non frangam juramentum. Sum 
nunciatus quod uxortuus fimile fapienti capit mag- 
nas libertatcs cum me; profcfto ilia habuit me- 
lior efle quietus, vel nunciabo illi fuum ac cite ac 
video illam. Nofco valde bene tu potes gignerc. 
pecuniam a centum manibus, fi places ; igitur fac 
fcilinationem,. nam diabolus cape me fi famulabof 

unuSi 
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unus dies plus. Src do te pulchram cautionem 
afpiccre ad teipfum, nam habcbo te in carcerc 
ante nienfis it circa, fi non fum folvitus. Prope 
cftindufium, fcdpropior eft cutisr} et charitas in- 
cipit apud domum* Habeo novem infantes et 
uxor ; non pofTum tenere ilfos fupra nihil, et ora 
habebunt cibum. Sic neceffitas habet nullum 
lex. Omncs hi res funt fatis oftenderc tc mag- 
nus opus in quo fum \ ideo dico te in brevi habe« 
bo pecuniam quodlibet quadrantem. Sum 

Tuus hun;)ilis famulus, 

Blunderorius Pettifocgarius. 

Sine me habere lincam vcl duo^ ut fciam quid 
iepcndeam fupra* 

^ A LETTER 



DOCTOR SHERIDAN. 
A N G L 0-L A T I N. 

{jis the following is the only piece of the kind that 
perhaps ever was written ; we doubt not but the 
curious andpolttey will find feme agreeable enter-* 
tainment in the perufal of it7\ 



I 



111 us tr>' figh may Do my nay, 

N vain I vye am new pear am defcry bend a 
late in night a tea. Dice eafc force an fpay 

> roASf 
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row hock elTay a liquixl no vje ake a claw dib- 
ble is. Tame pufs e'er it pofe (lack come me 
a fye low fo fye a law dabb bitter a tea. Eafl: 
nay ill lay a my cuz veft err it a e'er you dye t'us 
you teague o feme *, add fqme mum all tear fock 
rates, ought a wrift I days ? Ca» tbe carrmen I. 
am become, here o I come, home e'er I come. 
£gg o a mow tea ; faid eafe nay Sr doescomC' 
add tea meet toe litter as tun on lay jays, neck 
aw dire veal is ? Aw dye vye tea few is fea a man 
tame you nigh us pew ell lay leap I dice I may, 
for mow fay, faid paw pear I may, faid dive eafe 
may lye us place fea bitt patt rye veft row. 

Codd add raifc belly eat pace is at tin net, my 
High my nigh may like wet, neck raifc awe jikc 
as no vye. Sat is eaft aw dye ray a ball I is. 
Wrecks bay nay valet, come rage in a eat inn fan 
tye bufsjt cat aw lice is, pray Tip you ay ake witty 
ill us try : Said hock egg o nigh hill cur o, come 
paw lull'um may a matt ; at egg o ill lofs mine 
us. Feel licks fort tea may ah: Sick dice it 
whore as I us : In tea jear vye tea feal err rifque 
pure us : I dam^ vye day, eat fet her a> Dumb 
fpy row, fpay row. 

Some hew my lime us do mine afs I own i% 
veft ray. 

Vye like us. 

P. S. Ray fea pye veft ram ape pift o lamb^ 
^tcay eaft a duck inn many bufs. 

AH 
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EPISTLE 

t u 

HARD LATIN, 

FROM 

Dr. S W I F T to Dr. S H E R I D A N. 

DOMINE, * 

AUDIVI * quod abra foeminae npbilis €t mihi 
amic3e offendeiido pedem ad paxillum vel 
' ridicam,'vel, ut alii dicunt, rutabulum ; valde laj- 
fit uropygiu-m, ct eft mifcre catax. Novi ejus 
patrcm, capitularem, ct fubleftum, et carnariuin, 

qui 

•** As all the words in this and the following Letter, which 
cauie any difficulty,, are extremely uncommon, weprefumeit will 
not be amifs to print a Gloflary, in order to fave our Readas 
the plague and trouble of turning over a Di£tionary. 

jihra^ 2L waiting-woman : ^oifit delicata, mh vulgaris Ancilla, 

J^axWus, a ftake, pale, or port. 

^iiSca, the prop of a vine, &c. 

JRutabuIum, a maukin, a cole-rake to make dean an oren, an o- 

vcn-fwoop, a (kealing-ftick. 
Vropygiumy the narroweft and lowed part of the chine, the ramp. 
CataXy lame, hip-halt. 
Cap'ttuJaris, a tax-gatherer, an exd&man. 
Subleftusy weak, feeble ; of no efteem or account. 
CarpamSf a butcher. 

HorMtmSf 
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iqui furatus erat hornotinum per oftium clatKra- 
tum, et ut meruit, a vulgo occillatus. Pauper 
cnim erat, gaunaco et decotibus Yeftitus ; perni- 
bnibus claudicatis laboraVit. Frequentavit fui fi- 
miles, propolas nempe, arilatores, cociones, imo 
falifubfulos et labdas, omnes, ut menierant, tribo* 
nibus veftitos. 

Pridie tabellio ad me attuHt epiftolam de fUata 
et catta in porta obrutis, unde mifer perdidi ca« 
difcum ftrobilorum plerum, duo hauftra, calpar, 
decem fcutellas, calignam, et, quod mazime dolet, 

crocotulam 

Hornotitjus^ a fawn or hind-calf. 

Clathratus, latticed, barred, grated. 

Occilhf to buffet, or beat and maul. 

Gaunacum, a thick /hag rug to coTcr one with, an Irifli mantle. 

Deeotes, Togx </f/n/^, garments worn bare. 

Pernio, a kibe on the heel. 

Tropola, a huckftcr, or retailer, a forcftaUcr, a regtatcr, 4rc. 

^rilator, a pedlar. 

Cocio, a higler. 

SaBfuhfubiSy a morris-dancer, anyone who dances and capos ti 

mufic. . 

Lahda, any fort of vile filthy rafcal. 
Tribon, a threadbare clock. 
TateUiOf a carrier of letters. 
Btlata, a float, a hoy, a flat-boat. 
Cattay nomen navis, 

Cadifcus, a rundlct, a kilderkin, or little barrel. 
StrobUus, a pine-apple. 
Plerus, idem quod flenus, 

Uauftrum, a bucket; alfoakind of pot, or jug, to draW drink Witk. 
Cnlpary an earthen veflel, or tun. 
Scutella, any kind of difti or platter. 
CaBgna, as this word feems to be derived ftxMtt x«Atr, R^ntm, paV 

haps it {i^nifics a large wooden bowl« 
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Crocotulam nuper uxori emptam, fed fpcro mt 
redhpfliturum fore. 

Amicus nbfter catuhfter lepidiffimus homiilum 
mifcre vivit in domiiticula vtfcarum plena, profit 
ciebus pafcitur, operando ftrigans et conquini- 
fcens, et turundis pullos pafcit in tuguriolo fcr- 
phorum pleno. 

Hefterna nofte cecidit terribiliffimjst labcs maa- 
tifla, quse inlices omncs implevit. 

« 
Sam humiliffimus, £5V. 



Crocotula, a little /afiron-colourcd, of yellow garment. 

Redhofli&f to requite a ceurtefy, to return like for like : Butherfc it 

may fignify, To make a prcfent of jiift fuch another garment. 
Catulafier, a little whelp. 
Vefca^ a cobweb. 
Proficiest perhaps it may fignify a iupply, or fubfidy, given as a 

prefent. \ 

Strige, to breathe, or reft in work '5 to ftop or ftand ftill, as oxca 

fometimes do at plough in the middle of a furrow. 
'Conqumfidy to duck the head, to bow or bend the body, to ftodp, 
Turunday a pellet of broad, dough, or pafte, whcftwith capons are 

crammed. , 

Serphus, a kind of vermin like an ant. 
Litbes, a great fall, or pa(h of -rain or hail, &c. 
Manti/fa, qu. manutenfa^ to quod manu porrigitur. Over-mea- 

fure, advantage, the vantage or over-weight. The Welch call 

it Jffine, 
Jnlcxy inUces canaUs^ gutters in ftreets. ■ 
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AN S WE R 

TO THE 

EPISTLE IN HARD LATIN, 
By DOCTOR SHERIDAN. 

DoCTISSIMt DeCANE, 

FORBUM tabcllarum methodium veftrarurii 
lagonopono me ferme affecit, quo circa 
hoftire veftrsB revercntiae gerras aggredior. Quid 
raea rcfcrt fi uropygium abrx ignobilis fit Isefum ? 
Ejufmodi ctcnim mulicrcs plerumque funt exbuae, 
atquc rimarum non minus plcnae quam cxccrni- 
cula ^ profe£^6 non mihi injucundum foret fi tu 
tSes illi iatraliptes. Si vero curam fofcipiaSj non 

abs 

Ferhus, Calidus, Serv, Formiis a Bifju^ : :/Bol. ^f^ep. alitor 3 

forhe, vcl forvo; i. e, Fervt9\ hot, •warm. 
TahHla, a letter, or qniUe. 
MethoMum, a trick, a cheat, a cunning fetch. 
Lagonoponos, a fretting to- the -guts. ^ 
Uoftio, to recompenfe, to return like for like. 
Cerrdf hurdles, or twigs filled up with earth, for fortifying a 

place; gabions, &c, 
Exbudf tippling goflips. 
Exeermculum, a (iere. 
JairaSptest a phyficiaa .or iorgeon that cures by omtmeots and 

friftions. 
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abs re fuerlt illius crotaphitas ambabus calidd 
xnanibus fricare ne fpiritus deficiant, atque inde 
po/ro ad podicem dcfcendens, poftquam complu- 
turn aqua vitse feccris, applicucris emplaftrum 
calligoni» mattiacarum trltarum, daucorum, fuf* 
fitieteridis, gethyonum. Caveto interim nc tibl- 
manua imbuibitaverit, aut imbubinaverit, partilU 
N n 2 ter 

Crotaphita, the two muiclcs that are in the temples. 

Compiutus, wetted all over. 

CaiRgonum, way-grafs, knot-grafs. 

Maitiac£, [pilac di£t. quod praeftantiflims apud Mattiiccm Gcr*^ 
maniac oppldum conficerentur.] Soap-balU, walh-balls. 

Tritus, common, much ufcd. 

Daticus, a kind of wild carrot. 

Sujpiieicrt£s. As there is no fuch word as this to be found iit 
the common Di£lionaries, it is imagined to have been coined^ 
by Dr. Sheridan, when he was wriUog this letter, in order to 
amufe and puzzle his correfpondent :. Or, if it be not too wild 
a conjecture, let us fuppoie the Word tp be .thus divided, ^iv^/i 
et Eri^s ; and then it may refer to the reft of the ingredients 
of the plafter, and efpecially to the fevere poignancy of the 
onions, in the nei^t and laft article : And then perhaps, the 
latter part of the fentence may be thus paraphraftically inter- 
preted : <* You might apply to the part afieOed a plafter of. 
** knot-grais, common waAi-ball, wild carrot, and among the 
** reft of the ingredients," (for tvco-ilof fignifies a Compar 
nion) <' by way of giving the whole a {laignaaey,** (lbr''Bpic 
fignifies a contention for vi^boty) " youi ihoiiid take care that a 
" mixture of onion predominate in the compofitioD." The 
word Urtka, in the foUowisf period, ftemt to favour thiscoa- 
jcfture. 

GethyoH, a kind of onions, hoUow leeks. 

JmhuIbitOy to defile one*s felf with any thing detcftable. Vide 
Dictionary. 

Jmluhino^ to defile with any thing abominabk* Vide DiCHonary* 

Piirtiliter, particularly, with exaCtncI^ pi fiibtilty. 
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ler quanda praedidU fpirkus urticam fenferit ; &d 
ae forfan oblmfcaris, te moneOj ut pars crepidints 
dorfi interior (it fifliculanda. Memini illius^ pa-« 
(rem ex infima plebis ruderatione gingrkiatorem ; 
lucuntes olim vendidit, admodum fuit procel- 
lulas, eximius. autem pilicrepus; fed falaconem 
atque dofonem niixiii^m fe oftendendo^ minuit 
hanc gloriam quam exercitiis meruit. Si vis ut 
noflra denuQ amicitia inalefcat, te mecum eras 
prandere profito ; habebis fympinium vel applant 
vini non vulgaris abfquis flocibus, cum cervifia^ 
eeque pellucidum ac glaefum. Saepiffime futabas 
in xdibus meis neque unquam inanias, de quibus 

mentionem 

Vriuay a nettle, or any tickling pain like the (ting of a nettle.. 

Cre^tdOf dorfi crepido, the ramp. 

FiJJicultmdtts^ to be cleft, or cut open. 

MudtratiOf rabbifh. 

Cingrhuaory a piper or minftrd. 

LucunSy a kind of meat, or rather (bme baked thing; a ipice-cake. 

•PiFtcrepuSj a ball-player. 

SahcoUy a great boaftcr^ who, being extrenoely poor, would' be 
thought very rich. 

DofOy a great promi/er, but who docs nothing. 

jhalefcoy ut CoaUfco, to grow together, to (lick one to another. 

PrmfOy to provoke, (Hr up, e^ on. 

Sjmpimutit, a kind of woodeii vedel for wine, nfed of old in thdr 
holy rites and divine (ervica$ ; a Aone jug, or pitcher ; a drink- 
ing cup. 

Apphy ab ad et fleOy ut fit yasquod fubinde impletur et depletiu*,, 
— a kind of vedel ufed at table. 

FloceSy pi. the dregs or lees of wine. ' 

drviftAy vel Cerevifiay CffM/t J, liquor, ale, beer, &c* 

GUfunty a kind of amber.. 

FutOy to blame er reprov«« 

Jnms^ cmptinel^, cobweb^. 
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mcntJonem In epiilola veflra fecidi^ in ulla nof{rr«* 
rum confpexifti camerarum. Hefterno die nimi- 
um ambulando flegmine laboro, quod ex ftoma- 
chi ventoritat« eveniffe comperio, ideoque mag- 
nam git quaniitatem, ut poftico emurmuret, deg- 
lutire ftatuo. 

Sum tibi bumiilimus^ isfc. 
Manaco Mail 15^, 1732* 



rUgmeH^ an iaflammation or fweUiog in the kg^ tired by ot<x^ 

much walking. 
Git, vel G/VA, indecl. a kind of cockle, a fmaU feed. 
Pcjlicum, a back-door. 
Manacus, a nonth. 
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THE 



CRAFTSMAN. 



Uo. 232. Satuhday, Dec. 12, 1730. 

THE following article, which hath lately ap- 
peared in the news-papers, deferveth our 
immediate confideration, viz, 

" They write from Dublirty that an officer from 
«Tery regiment in the French fervicc is arrived 
there, in order to raife recruits for their refpec- 
tive corps ; which is not to be done in a clandef- 
tine manner, as formerly, (when fcveral perfons 
fuiTered death for it) but publicly. Thefe gentle- 
men arc to difperfe themfelves into the feveral 
counties, where they have the beft intereft; and 
a field-officer is to rcfide conftantly at Dubiiny ta 
hear ail complaints which may be made by any 
of the recruits againfl; their officers ; and alfo ta 
prepare for fending them off,— Count Broglio hath 
been foliciting an order, to this purpofe, thefc 
two years/* 

When I firft read this account in the public 
prints, I looked uporr it as a common piece of 
falfe intelligence, and was in full expe&ation of 
feeing it contradidled in the next day*» papers^ 
according to frequent cuftom ; but having 
fmce heard it confidently affirmed to be true,, 
(although I can bsirdly yet believe it^ cfpecially 
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as to every part,) the duty wKich I owe my 
couAtry, and my zeal for the prefenteftabliftimenr, 
oblige me to take fome notice of an affair, which I 
apprehend to be of rery great importance to both. 

It will • be neceffary, in the firft place, to give 
the reader a fhort account of the nature of theffe 
troops, as they are now eftabliftied in France. 

They conifft, as we have been informed, of 
one regiment of horfe, and five regiments of 
foot, all doubly or trebly officered ; fo that they arcj 
of themfelves, a very confiderable body of men. 

But their number is the leaft point to be con- 
fidered in this affair.' There are other circura- 
ftances, which render thefe troops infinitely more 
formidable to Great Britain. They are not only 
all Roman- Catholicks, but the moft dangerous 
of that communion, with refpedl to us ; I mean^ 
Roman-Catholick fubjcfts of our own dominions j 
many of whom have been obliged to fly their na- 
tive country on account of rebellions and confpi- 
racies, in which they have been' engaged ; and 
ali of them devoted, by inclination, by intereft, 
by confcience, by every motive human and di- 
vine, to the fervice of the Pretender, in oppofi- ^ 
tion to the ppoteftant fucceffion in his Majefty's 
royal family. 

To this we may add, that they are generally 
efteemed the beft forces in the French fervice; that 
they have always behaved themfelves as fuch in 
the late wars ; and are commanded by officers of 
approved courage, as well as great (kill and ex- 
perience kx miliary affairs* 

It 
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It is faid likewife, that the ferjeants, cofporals^ 
and private men are fo well feafoned to danger^ 
and expert in their duty, tlfat by a gradual pro-^ 
motion, they could fumifh officers for a veryfor- 
midable army, in cafe of any fudden invafion or 
infurredlion* 

In the next^ place, it will not be improper to* 
examine this affair with regard to our laws. 

It is made felony by a£t of parliament in Ire* 
iandj for any fubjed of that kingdom to enlift 
himfcif, or to enlift others, in the fervicc of any 
foreign ftate ; and it is well known that multi- 
tudes of poor wretches hafe fuffered death upotij 
that account. 

We know it may be faid, that a power is ra»^ 
ferved to his Majefty, by a claufe in that a£t, to* 
difpenfe with it, by granting any foreign prince 
a licence to raife forces in his dominions^ and 
indemnifying his fubjefb from the penalties o£ 
the law. 

Although it is far from my intention to difpute 
any of his Majefty's legal prerogatives, or to call> 
the wifdom of the legiflature in queftion, yet I 
mufl take the liberty to obferve, that fuch powers 
have been fometimes granted out of complaifance 
to the crown,, that the prince's hands may not be 
abfolutely tied up, ^nd in full confidence that 
they will never be exerted but for the benefit of 
this nation, or poflibly of fome proteftant ally,, 
upon great emergencies of flatc. The cxercife 
of the prerogative in thefe cafes, is therefore 
merely a prudential part^. which is left to the dif« 

cretion 
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cretion of the jirince and his minifters, "who 
Qught always to be fuppofed the bed judges of 
thefe affairs : and thfirefore) how ridiculous would 
k be to fend to the attorney-general for his opinion 
in fuch a cafe, who can be a competent judge of no- 
thing but the legality of it, and whether the af- 
fair be aftionable or not ? But minifters ought to 
regulate their cdnduft, in thefe rcfpefts, accor* 
ding to the fituation of affairs, and the exigencies 
of government. 

I muft therefore beg leave to confider the pre- 
fent fubjeft, of the Tri/b forces j in this light- 
It will not be denied^ I prefume, that a licence 
to recruit Raman -Catholick regiments of Engli/b 
fubjcfts, in foreign fervice, and in the intereft of a 
pretender to the crown (which is death by the law^ 
without his Majefty's permjfTion) is a favour of a 
very extraordinary nature, and ought to be attend- 
ed with feme extraordinary circumftances. I con- 
fefs that I can fee no fuch extraordinary circum- 
ftances at prefent j unlefs it fhould be faid that 
this favour was granted, in order to engage our 
good allies in the demolition of Dunkirk: but I 
hppe they have more generofity than to infift upon 
fuch hard terms for the effeftual performance of 
that, which they are obliged by treaty to do. I 
am fure, fuch conditions feem unreafonable on 
our part, after we have made them fo many other 
concefTions ; particularly with relation to the flag 
and Santa Lucia ; which, I think, are fufHcient to 
uvjikc them comply with all Our demands, with- 
out 
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out cxpe£ling any farther favours, and cvcnfupciv^ 
erogations of fricndfliip. 

Perhaps my adverfaries (if they have any con- 
ceit) may take an opportunity of ridiculing me 
for writing in this drain : but as it fometimes fer- 
veth their turn to make me a great man,i and to 
argue s^ainft me as fucb^ I will for once fuppofe 
myfelf Co ; and, methinks, if I had the faonouv 
of being but half an hour in that ftationj^ I could 
reafon againft fuch an order, for the good of my 
king and my country, ki the following manner : 

I. Thefe troops have always been made ufe of,, 
whenever there hath beea any attempt in favour 
of the pretender ) and indeed they are,, upon ma-^ 
ny accounts, the fitteft for this purpofe. Teey 
are our fellow-fubjeds ;, they Ipeak our language y, 
lire acquainted with our manners;, and do not 
raiie that averfien in the people, which they na- 
turally conceive agaiaft other foreign troops, who 
underltand neither. I atn afrajd { m^y add,, 
that they are kept up, foo: this purpofe, in entire 
Kq;iments, without Haffctisg them to be mixed 
with the troops of any other nation. It is well 
known, at leaft, that they fupplied the late king 
yames with a nurfcry of foldiers; who were al- 
ways ready for bis fervice, whenever any oppor- 
tunity offered itfclf for his refioration ; and that 
at this time the pretender is always the bait made 
ufe of by their officers to raife recruits. They 
never mention the king of France, or the king of 
Spain f upon thefe occaCons; but lift the poor 
wretches under an aflurance„ that they are enter- 
ed 
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ted into the fervlcc of him, whom they call their 
inatural and r^htful king. I wiH not fufpcftthe 
prefent fidelity of France , and their cordiality to the 
•proteftant eftablifliment 5 yet methinks wc might 
^aGly excufe ourfelvcs from furnifhing them with 
•inftruments, which they may emt)loy againft us, 
whenever ambition, or reafons of ftate, fhall dif- 
folve their prefent engagements, and induce 
them to efpoufc the caufe of the pretender ^in. 

2. It is very probable that his cathdic niajefty 
(who hath likewife fcveral iregiments of this kind 
in his fervice) will expefl: the fame favour of re- 
cruiting them in Ireland i and that he may, in 
cafe of refufal, make it a pretence, at any tim^ 
for quarrelling with us, interrupting our com- 
merce, and difturbing us again in the pofleflion 
of Gibraltar: And here it is'proper juft to take 
notice, that thefe troops did his catholic majcfly 
the moft eminent fervice in the laft fiege of that 
important place. He may complain, perhaps, 
t)f our partiality to Francty and alledge, that we 
do not treat Spain in the fame manner we expeft 
'to'be treated by them, as one of the moft favour- 
ed nations. 

3. The kingdom of Ireland feemeth, at this 
time, in a very ill condition to admit of any fuch 
drlanghts out of her dominions. She hath been 
tdready fo nuch exhaufted by the voluntary tranf- 
portation of multitudes of her inhabitants, (who 
have 'been prevailed upon, by the calamities of 
their own country, to feek their bread in other 
•.part$ of the world) that the intcrpofition of par- 
liament 
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liament was found neceflary to put a^op to it^ 
and (hall we fuffer any foreign power to dram 
ber ftill farther, under fuch circumftances ; efpe-> 
cisilly in thi$ manner, and for this purpofe ? I do 
not hear that this licence is confined to any parti- 
cular 'number of men. It is confefled, I think, 
that th«y want aboTC two th'oufand men to com- 
plete their corps : and, who knoweth but they may 
defign to raife a great many more than they care 
to own i or even to form fome new regiments of 
thefe troops ? But fuppofing they are confined to 
9 certain number of recruits, and that Ireland 
were in a capacity to fpare them; it is well 
known bow eafily fuch limitations are evaded, and 
how difficult it is to know when people conform 
exa£ily to the terms of their commiflion. This 
was fufficiently explained in the late famous con- 
troverfy, concerning Mr. U^oocTs patent for fup- 
plying Ireland with a particular fum of copper 
halfpence ; and the arguments upon that fubjed 
may be applied to this, with fome allowances for 
the diflference between the two cafes. It may, per- 
haps, be faid likewife, that all the vigilance of 
the miniftry hath been hitherto found ineffec- 
tual to prevent the French from clandeftinely re- 
cruiting thefe regiments with Iri/h catholics ; and, 
therefpre, that we may as well allow them to do 
it openly; nay, that it is our intereft to let them 
purge Ireland of her po|iiOi inhabitants as much 
as they pleafe. But I deny this, for feveral rea- 
fons, which I (hall mention prefently : and if it 
were really. the cafe^' that the French can at any 

time 
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time recruit thefe troops clandeftinely, I cannot 
fee any reafon why tliey ftrould folicit an order 
to preffingly, for two years together, to do it o- 
pcnly, unlefs they have fome other defign. Ought 
not even this confideration to put us a little upon 
our guard ? and is it not a tacit confeffion, that 
thefe troops are thought to be of more importance 
to them than we ought to wifli ? Befides, are we 
to licence and authorife a mifchievous praftice, 
becaufe we cannot totally prevent it ? Every on6 
juftly applauded his Majefty's Angular firmncft 
and refolution, in fupporting the rights of his 
German fubjeSs, when an attempt was made to 
feduce fome of them into the king of PrnJJia^^ 
fervice, although perhaps it is impofTible to pre- 
vent that praftice entirely. We all remember 
that the enlifting a miller's fon, and a few other 
ordinary peafants, occafioned fuch a mifunderftand- 
ing between the two crowns, as proceeded almoft 
to a rupture. Nor was the zeal of the Englijh 
parliament backward on this occafion; but, on 
this confideration, amongft others, refolved to 
keep up a body of 1 2,000 Hejftan troops in our 
pay, which have already coft us above a million 
of money. I am confident, therefore, that the 
fame paternal care will always influence his Ma- 
jefty to guard and proteft his Briti/b fubjefts in 
the fame manner^ and if any meafure (hould be 
taken, which favours* too much of the Frencji 
intereft, and feemeth of dangerous confequencc 
to the intereft of his family, the world, can im- 
pute it to nothing but the deceitfuLreprefentations 
Vot^XII. Oq of 
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of thofe who lie under fuch particular obligation 
. to the court of Frunce^ that they can refufe them 
nothing. 

4. Sifcb a licence feeraetb to give erKX>urage«^ 
mentto the people of Ireland to continue Romans 
Catholics ; fince they are fure to meet with apio-^ 
vifion both in the French and Spuniftf fervice;. 
wherea^y v»e always reje& them in our troops^^ 
and abfolutely prohibit our officers to recruit in 
Ireland* Now^ although it nvay not be fafe to 
tjruft them in our armies ; yet certainly we ought 
not to give the lead encouragement to their en« 
teripg into foreign fervice ; efpecially into fuch 
compa£fc bodies as thefi^ regiments. And here it 
-will not be amifs to relate a fto(y» mueh to the 
honour of an EngUJb noblemanj who hath alio one 
of the largeft edates in Ireland of any man in the 
l^ipgdom. When he went to vifk the invalids in 
Francey a place in the nature of .diir Cbelfea coU 
lege here^ alt the Irijb ogicers and foldiers of that 
bofpital drew ou^ in a body to do him. particular 
honours. We can make no (|U€ilion that their 
chief view was to have fomc prefent from his, 
lordfliip : but» though he hatb %n heart as well dif-* 
pofed to generous charity a^ ai»y oaan,^ and a purfe 
well ajbie- to anfwer the diAatcs of it ;, yiet^ out 
of regard to his country, foe which he hajtb like- 
wife the moft di&nlerefted zeal, his. anfwcr to 
them was only thisr: *' Gkntlemei^ I am very 
fenfible of the. honour you have doi^ mcj and 
heartily pity your nusforttmos ; btft as. you have 
drawn them, upoi^ yauffdve^t. l^ fevipg.^ainA 

ypur 
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ytjur' country, you muft not expcA any tcficf ot 
ttward from mc, for having fufftrcd in z (ttvktp 
in which I Wifti you had never cftigaged.'* 

5* Is there not fome reafon to apptchend that 
thi» Hccftcc may, at one time ot o^her, prove ^ 
Iharfe to that country, and draw many people in- 
to their dcftrudion ? for, unlefs it is madid per- 
petual, it catinot he fuppofed that all the p6ot 
ignorant wretched in the kingdom ihould be ap- 
prised how long thisJiccnce ii to be in force; or 
when iheymay lift with impunity, and when they 
may not* Bcfides^ as it may be prefumed that 
tfeefe officers will hevcr go, for the future, upofli 
fuch errands, without fomfc pretended orderd^. 
when the teal one is expired v fo they will find it 
no diffic^lt matter to impofe fuch a counterfeit 
upon illiterate people ; who may thus incur the: 
penalties of the law, without knowing any thing: 
of the matter. Such a method of providing for 
perfons, whofe principtes render them utifervice- 
able id our army) is indeed a little more xrharitable 
than a late • pTojefl: for preventihg Li^ chrHreh 
from being ftarved, by fatting them up, and fcl-- 
ling the^n to the btitet>ep< 

6. I have often hea?d that thefe troops have 
been made ufe of| in parliament, as an argument 
for keeping up a ftettding army in England,- and 
I think We need hot take any theafufes to render 
that arguttvcrit ftronger. God knoW», there arc tOo 
many arguments always ready upon fuch t^cCafions.- 

I might infidupon Ibme Other pointSi which) 
O o a thi«i 

^^ SccVoLlV. p. 335^. 
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this. afFair naturally fuggefteth to a confidecing 
mind ; particularly the danger of fuffering feveral 
bigotted Irjjh PapUts^ in foreign fervice, to dif- 
pcrfe themfelvcs into thofe counties where they 
have the bed intereft, and to (troll about Ireland a- 
mongft their relations and old acquaintance, of 
the fame principles with tbemfelves. Are we 
fure that they will not make a bad ufe of this li- 
bertyj by enquiring into the ftrength of their par- 
ty, by giving them hopes, and taking an oppor- 
tunity to concert meafures for the advantage of 
their caufe ? Have we no reafon to apprehend 
that they may endeavour to raife feamen as well 
as foldicrs, under colour of this order ? or engage 
.great numbers of their countrymen to tranfport 
tbemfelves over to the French colonies and plan- 
tations in the WeJl'Indies^ which are already 
grown formidable to the trading intereft of GreaU 
Britain in thofe parts ?• 

But whatever may be the motives to fuch an 
extraordinary favour, or the • confequences of it, 
I am fure it is the (Irongeft mark of our confi- 
dence in France^ and fuch an one aS| I believe, 
they would not place in us, upon any occafion. 
I will illuftrate this by a parallel cafe. 

The French proteftants, who fled over hither 
from a perfecution on account of religion, never 
difcoveredany principles, which were incompatible 
with the civil government of France^ nor ever fet 
up any pretender to the prefent Royal Family of 
that kingdom ; and yet, if we ihould thinks fit to 
foim any confiderable number of them into com- 
plete^ 
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t>Iete| diflind regiments, to be codiffifed of 
French protcAants only, and commao/ded ^ 
French officers, without any incorporation of Bri^ 
iifh foldiers } I fancy it wduld give our good Al- 
lies fome umbrage. But I am almoft confident^, 
that they would neter permit us to fend over a 
proteftant French officer from every.; regiment to^ 
recruit their refpeAiv« corps, by difpecfing them>^ 
felvea \n\Jb thofe provinces where they have the^ 
bed intefeft ; o^ fuffer a field officer, in EngUfo^ 
pay, to refide conftantly in Paric^ and exercife a. 
fort of martial law in the capital of Aeir domi<>- 
nions ;. I fay, they would hardly fuffier this, etem 
though our ambafladors (hould folicit fuch an or*- 
der, with the utmoft application, for twenty years i 
together. 

And yet the cafe of tke Irj/S forees h> muckx 
ftronger with refpeS to us* They., do not iiffct 
with us only in matters of religion;, but hold 
principles ablbluteiy deftro^iire of o«r> oitil go 
vernment; and are generally looked upon abroad 
as a (landing af my, kept on f oo€ lo ier? e ihePre* 
tender upon any occafion. 

I muil aik a qtteftion or two, whieh naturally, 
offer tbemfelves in this place. 

What power is this field-offifiser totterak dur- 
ing his refidenccin DuMiifl I» the French mar- 
tial law to take place,, if lany of thefe recruits < 
fliould happen to repent of whar they hare done,, 
and think Bt todeferi ? 

Troops are generally armed it foon as= they are* 

lifted. Is this ru;le to be obferved in the prefent^ 

0,03^ cafeir 
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cafe ? If fo, another queftioit occurreth. It hatfe 
been (bund neceflary, for the fccarity of Irtlandj. 
to reftraih all Roman Cathoiicks'from wearing or 
keeping any arms in their houfes. I aflc, there- 
fore, whether the authority of this licence is to 
fuperfede the laws of the land i I may go farther. 

The garrifbn of Dublin fetdom eonfifteth of an 
bove 800 men for the duty of the place. Sup^ 
pofing double that number of popifli j'ecruits 
•Ihould be brought thither, in order to be viewed 
by their field-officer^ wi41 it be faid that there is 
no juft apprehenGon of danger i But as tbefe fug- 
geftions may appear to be founded on the infide>- 
lity of France (a cafe not to be fuppofed at pre«> 
fent) I will jMTcfs them no farther* 

I muft however repeat it, that this order is the 
fulled demonfiration of the confidence we repofe 
in them : and I hope they will fcom to make any 
bad ufe of it. But if it were poffible to (ufpe^ 
that they could have any defign to play tbe knave 
with us,, they could not wifh for a better oppor- 
tunity to promote it, than by fucb a power as is 
now faid to be put into their hands. 

I hope my remarks on this article of news will 
not be conftrued in a Jacobite fenfe, even by the 
moft proftitutc fcribblers of the prefcnt times : 
but I muft beg kave to expoftulatc a little witH 
the public on that mean and infamous pra6Uce» 
which thefe writers have lately ufed^ in explain-^ 
ing fonie of my papers into treafonable libels ; 
taking an occafion from hence to appear formally 
in defence of the throne^ and laying it down, as 

a point 
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.« point granted, that there is an aflual, concerted 
defign, of fetting afide the prefent edabliihment. 
This is a practice which may be of great fervice 
to the real enemies to the prefent government ; 
.and every Jacobite m the kingdom may make ufe 
of it, to publifh the mod explicit inve&ives on the 
king and his government, under the pretence of 
interpreting the implicit deGgn of other writings. 
It is a pra£^ice9 which never was allowed of tiM 
now, and ought never to be allowed ; for whatf 
ever may be the fecret meaning of any author, 
fuch explanations are certainly Ubels, which vazf 
have a very bad efied upon weak minds, and are 
punifhable by the laws, without any extraordinary 
methods of conftrufiion. Thefe writers ought to 
remember the cafe of Sir Richard Steele y wh© 
publiihed the Prctender*s declaration, at the b©h 
ginning of the late reign, with an anfwer annex* 
ed ; and although he did it with a very good de« 
fign, yet it was unfverfally allowed to be contrary 
to law ; and, \i his principles of loyalty had not 
been very well known, might have involved him 
in a fevere profecution* I fball make do reflec«» 
tions on thofe, who encourage fueh feandalous 
explanations ; and thofe, i^ho arc hired to 
do it, are beneath my notice. Let them empty 
all the trite common-places of fervile, injudicious 
flattery, and endeavour to make their court by 
fuch naufeous, difhoneft adulation> as, I am fure, 
gives the mod offence to thofe perfons to whom 
It is paid. Let them throw as much foul dirt at 
me as they pleafe» Let them, charge me with 

defigns^ 
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ctefignsi wkich nerer entered into mj tbougfatr^. 
and cannot juftly be impated to me from any 
part of my conduct God knoweth my hearty I 
am as zeaions for tbe welfare of the prefimt Roy» 
al Family, as the mofl: fordid o£ diefe fycophants* 
I am fenfiblcy that ear happinefs' dependeth on^ 
tbe fecurhy of bis Majcfty's title, and the 
prefcnration of the prefent gotemment, i^n^ 
diofc principles, which eftabliihed tbem at the 
late glorioos Re▼olutton^^ and which, I hope, willi 
tfODtinue to aAuate the condtt£t of Britons to the 
hueft generations. Thefe hare always been my 
principles ; and whoever will gbe bimfelf tbe 
t£0uble of looking orer the courfe of thefe papers,, 
will be convinced that they have been my gasde i. 
bttt I am a Uunt, p}ain*dealing, old man^ who- 
am not afraid to fpeak die truth ; and as I have- 
no rdiib for flattery my (elf, I icorn to beftow it 
«n others. I hare not, however, been fparing of 
juft praife, nor fiipt any feaibnaUe opportanky to- 
diftinguifb the royal rirtues of their prefent Ma* 
jefties. More than this I cannot do; and more 
than this, I hope, will not be cxpefted.. Some 
o! my eipreffions, perhaps, may have been thought 
too rough and unpoliihed for the climate of a 
court 5 but they lowed purely from the finccrity 
of my heart; and > the freedprn of my writings 
kath proceeded from my zeal for the intereft of 
my king and my country. 

With regard to my advcrfarics, I will leave e^ 
very impartial reader to judge, whether, "even in. 
pi¥ateLUfe,^tlut man is notmc^.to be depended. 

. upon,, 
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upon, who, being inwardly convinced of the great 
and good qualities of his friend, never loadeth 
him with fulfome flatteries 5 but takes the honed 
liberty of warning him again ft the meafures of 
thofe who are endeavouring to miflead him. The 
cafe is much ftronger in public life j and a crown 
is befet with fo many difliculties, that even a 
prince of the moft confummate wifdom is not al- 
ways fufficiently guarded againft the ilangerjS, 
which furround him, from the ftratagems of art- 
ful minifters, or the blunders of weak ones. Both 
of them may be equally bad minifters, and pur- 
fue the fame methods of fqpporting tbcmfelvcf, 
hy flattering him into meafures which, tend to 
his deftruftion, 

. But it is time to draw to a conclufion : and I 
can only add> that if I were realty engaged in 
any defign, contrary to the intcreft of the prefent 
eftabliftiment, I ftiould have fate down contented^ 
and fccretly rejoiced at the affair, which occafion- 
ed this paper, inftead of giving myfelf and the 
i:eader fo much trouble* 

CD. 
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SIR, 

I DETEST reading your papers, becaafe 1 am 
not of your principles, and becaufe I cannot 
endure to be convinced. Yet, I iN^as prevailed ort 
to perafe your CftAi^rsiiAK of DeanAer the 
12th, wherein I difcover you to be as great an e- 
nemy of this country, as you arc of your own. 
You arc pleafed to retfeft on a projcA iTjropofed 
of making the children of Iri/h parents to be ufe* 
f ul to the public, inftead of being burthenfofne % 
and you venture to aflcrt, that your own fcheme 
is more charitable, of not permitting our popifli 
natives to be lifted in the fervicc of any foreign 
prince. 

Perhaps, Sir, you may not have heard of any 
kingdom fo unHappy as this, both in their im- 
ports and exports. We import a fort of goods,. 
of no intrinfic value, which it cofteth us above 
forty thoufand pounds a year to drefs, and fcour,. 
and polifli, which altogether do not yield one 
penny advantage 5 and we annually export above 
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icYtn hundred thoufand pounds a year In ano« 
thcr kind of goods, for which we receive not one 
fingle farthing in return i even the money paid 
for letters fent in tranfa£ling this commerce 
being all returned to England. But noWj; when 
there is a vpoQ. lucky opposrtEruty offered to begta 
a trade, whereby thi^ natioo will fave^ many thou-^ 
(knd pounds a year,, and England be a prodigioxts 
gainer, you are pleafed, without a callt officiouf^ 
ly and malicioufly to interpofc with very frivol* 
ous arguments'. 

It is well knowi?, that, about Cxty years agOf 
the exportation of live cattle from hence to Eug'^ 
land was of great benefit ta boih kingdomsj un-» 
til that branch of traifick was flopt by an a£k of 
parliament on your fide, whereof you have fuSi- 
cient reafon to repent. Upon which account, 
when another a£k pafTed your parliament, forbid«> 
ding the exportation of live men to any foreign 
country, you were fo wife to put in a claufe,, al^ 
lowing it to be done by his MajellyV perroiffion,, 
under his fign manual, fqir which, among other, 
great benefits granted to Irdsindy we are infinite-* 
ly obliged to the Britijk legiilature* Yet this 
very grace and favour, you, Mr. D^Anvtrs^ whom 
we never difobliged, are endeavonrmg to pre- 
vent \ which, I will take upon me to fay, is a ma* 
nifcfk mark of your difafFc^lion to his Majefty, a 
want of duty to the miniftry, a wicked de-* 
£gn of oppreffing this kingdom, and a traiteroua 
attempt to lefien the trade and. manufa^^Qres o£ 
England. 

Our 



^3* The ANSWER to the 

Our trueft and bcft Ally, the moft Chriftian 
King, hath obtained his ^ajefty's licence, purfu- 
ant to law, to export from hence fome thoufand 
bodies of healthy, young, living men, to fupply 
his Irip regiments. The king of Spaln^ as you 
affcrt yourfelf, hath defired the fame civility, and 
feemeth to have at leaft as good a claim. Suppo- 
fing then that thefe two potentates will only de- 
fire leave to carry off fix thoufand men between 
them to France and &pain ; then, by computing the 
maintenance of a tall, hungry Irifh man, in food 
and cloaths, to be only at five pounds a head, 
here will be thirty thoufand pounds per annum fa- 
ved clear to the nation ; for they can find no o- 
ther employment at home, befide begging, rob- 
bing, or dealing. But, if thirty, forty, or fifty 
thoufand, (which we could gladly fpare) were 
fent on the fame errand, what an immenfe bene- 
fit muft it be to us ! and, if the two princes, in 
whofe fervice they were, (hould happen to be at 
war with each other, how foon would thofe re- 
cruits be deftroyed ; then what a number of 
friends would the Pretender lofc, and what a 
number of popifh enemies all true proteftants get 
rid of ! Add to this, that then, by fuch a praftice, 
the lands of Ireland^ that want hands for tillage, 
muft be employed in grazing, which would fink 
the price of wool, raw hides, butter, and tallow, 
fo that the Englifb TcCx^t have them at their own 
rates ; and, in return, fend us wheat to make our 
bread, barley to brew our drink, and oats for our 
horfes, without any labour of our own. 

Upon 
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tJpon this occafion, I defire humbly to offer a 
fchcmc, which, in my opinion, would btft an- 
fwer the true interefts of both kingdoms : for, al- 
though I bear a moft tender, filial affeftion for 
England^ my dear native country ; yet, I cannot 
deny but this noble iiland hath a great fhare in 
nay love and eftecm, nor can I exprcf$ how much 
I defire to fee it flourifh in trade and opulence^ 
even beyond its prefent happy condition. 

The profitable land of this kingdom is, I 
' think, ufually computed at feventeen millions o€ 
acres, all which I propofe to be wholly turned to 
grazing. Now, it is found by experience, that 
one grazier and his family can manage two thou- 
fand acres. Thus, fixteen millions eight hun- 
dred thoufand acre$ may be managed by eight 
tboufand four hundred families, and the fraftiott 
of two hundred thoufand acres will be more than 
fufficient for eabins, out-houfes, and pbtatoc- 
gardens; becaufe, it is to be underftooJ, that 
corn of all forts muft be fent to us from Englatid. 

Thefc eight thoufand four hundred families 
may be divided among the foiir provinces, accor- 
ding to the number of houfes in each province ; 
and making the equal allowance >Df eight to a fa- 
mily, the number of inhabitants* will amount to 
fixty-feven thoufand two hundred fouls 5 to thefc 
we are to add a (landing army of twenty-thou- 
fand EngViJh^ which, together with their trulls, 
their baftards, and thdir horiie-boys, will, by a 
grofs computation, very near douUc the account, 
and be very fufficient for the defence and graz* 

Vot.XII. Pp ing 
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ifig of the kingdom, as well as to enrich our 
neighbours, expel popery, and keep out the Pre- 
tender. And, left the army fhould be at a lofs 
for bufinefs, I think it would be very prudent to 
employ them in collc£ling the public taxes for 
paying themfelves and the civil lift. 

I advife, that all the owners of thefe lands 
fhould live conftantly in England^ in order to 
learn politenefs, and qualify themfelves for em- 
ployments : but for fear of increafing the natives 
in this ifland, that an annual draught, according 
to the number born every year, be exported to 
whatever prince will bear the carriage ; or tranf- 
t)lanted to the Engli/h dominions on the Ameri^ 
can continent, as a fcreen between his Majefty's 
EngliJIj fubjefts and the favagc Indians. 

I advife likewife, that no commodity whatfo- 
ever, of this nation's growth, ftiould be fent to a- 
ny other country, except England, under the pe- 
nalty of high treafon ; and that all the faid com- 
modities (hall be fent in their natural ftate, tie 
hides raw, the wool uncombed, the flax in the 
ftub;" excepting only fifli, butter, tallow, and 
whatever elfe will be fpoiled in the carriage. On 
the contrary, that no goods whatfoever (hall be 
imported hither, except from England, under the 
fame penalty : that England fhould be forced, at 
their own rates, to fend us over cloaths ready 
made, as well as fhirts and fmocfcs to the foldiers' 
and their trulls \ all iron, wooden, and earthen- 
ware J and whatever furniture may be necefTary 
for the cabins of graziers; with a fufficient 

quantity 
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q'uantity of gin, and other fpirits, for thofe who 
can afford to get drunk on holydays. 

As to the civil and ecclefiaftical adminiftra- 
tion, which I have not fully confidered, I can 
fay little j only, with regard to the latter, it is 
plain, that the article of paying tythes for fupport* 
ing fpeculative opinions in religion, which is fo 
unfupportable a burthen to all true proteftants, 
and to moft churchmen, will be very much lef- 
fened by this expedient ; becaufe dry cattle pay 
nothing to the fpiritual hireling, any more than 
imported corn ; fo that the induftrious fhepherd 
and cow-herd may fit, every man under his 
own blackberry-bufh, and his own potatoe-bed> 
whereby this happy ifland will become a new Ar-* 
cndia. 

I do likewifc propofe, that no money fhall be 
ufed in Irelandi except what is made of leather,, 
•vrhich like wife fliall be coined in England^ and 
imported i and that the taxes (hall be levied out 
of the commodities we export for England^ and 
there turned into money for his Majefty's ufe ;. 
and the rents to landlords difcharged in the fame 
manner. This will be no manner of grievance^ 
for we already fee it very prafticable to live with- 
out money, and ftiall he more convinced of it e* 
very day. But whether paper fhall continue 
to fupply that defefl:, or whether we (haU hang 
up all thofc who profefs the trade of bankers^ 
(which latter I am rather inclined to) muft be 
left to the confideration of wifer politicians. 
That which maketh me more zealoufly bent 
P p 2 upoa 
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upon this fchemc, is my dcfirc of living in amrty 
with our neighbouring brethren ; for we have al- 
ready tried all other means, without efFefi, to 
that blefied end : and, by the courfe of meafures 
taken. for fome years paft, it (hould feem that we 
are all agreed in the point. 

This expedient will be of great advantage to 
both kingdoms, upon feveral accounts : for, as to 
England^ they have a juft claim to the balance of 
trade on their fide with the whde world } and 
therefore our anceftors and we, who conquered 
this kingdom for thcra, ought, in duty and grati- 
tude, to let them have the whole benefit of that 
conqucft to thcmfclvcs; efpecially, when the 
conqi!left was amicably made, without blood- 
fhed, by flipulation between the Irijh princes and 
Henry II. by which they paid him, indeed^ not e- 
qua! homage with what the ek6tors oi Germany do 
the emperor, bjut very near the fame that he did to 
the. king of France for his French dominions. 

In confequence of this claim from Banfland^ 
that kingdom may very reasonably demand the 

- benefit of all Qur commodities in their natural 
growth, to be manufadured by their people, and 
a fufficient quantity of them for our ufe to be re- 
turned hither fully manufaAured. 

This, on the other fide, will be of great benefit 
to our inhabitants the graziers, when time and 
labour will be too much taken up in manuring 

. their ground, feeding their cattle. Cheering theic 
fbcep, and fending over their oxen fit for flaugb- 
ter \ to which employments they arc turned by 

nature;^ 
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nature, as defcended from the Scythians^ whofe diet 
they are ftill fo fond of. So Firgil defcribeth it ;: 

Et lac concretum cum fanguine hihit equim* 
Which, in Englip^ is bonnyclabber *, mingled- 
with the blood of horfes, as they formerly did,. 
until about the beginning of the laft century, wheir 
luxury, under the form of politenefs, beginning 
to creep in, they changed the blood of horfes for 
that of their black cattle ; and, by confequence,, 
became lefs warlike than their anceftors. 

Although I propofed that the army fhould bc' 
coUeftors of the public revenues, yet I did not 
thereby intend, that thofe taxes fhould be paid in 
gold or (liver; but in kind, as all other rent: Tor 
the cuftom of tenants making their payments in 
money, is a new thing in the world, little known' 
in former ages, nor generally praftifed in any na-- 
tiiSn at prefent, except this ifland, and the fouth- 
ern parts of Britain* But to my great fatisfac-- 
tion, I forefec better times ; the ancient manner 
bcginaeth to be now praftifed in many parts of 
Comiaiighty as well as in the county of Corke^ 
where the 'fquires turn tenants to themfclves, di- 
vide fo many cattle to their flaves, who arc tc 
provide fuch a quantity of butter, hides, or tal-- 
low, ftill keeping up their number of cattle ; and^ 
carry their goods to Corke^ or other port-towns,, 
and then fell them to merchants. By which' 
invention there is no fuch thing as a ruined far-- 
mer to be fcen 5 but the people live with comfort- 
on potatoes and bonnyclabber, neither of whichi 
arc vendible €ommoditi€6 abroad* 

f Thick,. fowiaUltr. 
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O M. 

GOOD MANNERS 

AND , 

GOOD BREEDING. 

GOOD manners is the art of making thofc 
people eafy with whom we converfe. 

Whoever makes the feweft perfons uneafjr^ is 
the bed bred in the company. 

As the bed hw is founded upon ceafon, fo arc 
th^ bed manners. And as fome la-Vi^yers have in- 
troduced unreafonable things into common law j 
fo likewife many teachers have introduced abfurd 
things into commoa good manners* 

One principal point of this art, is to fuit our 
behaviour to the three feveral degrees of men ; 
our fuperiors^ our equals, and thofe below us* 

For inftancC) to prefs cither of the two former 
to eat or drink, is a breach of manyers ; but a 
tradefman or a fariper muft be thus treated, or 
clfe it will be diiEcult to per£uade them they arc 
welcome. 

Pride, ill-nature, and want of fenfe, are the 
three great fources of ill-manners ; without fomc 
one of thefe defe£ls, no nuin will behave himfelf 
ill for want of experience j or of what, in the 
language of fools> is called^ knowing the worldi.. 

I defy 
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I defy any one to aflign an incident wherein 
reafon will not dlrcft us what we are to fay or do 
in company, if we are not mificd by pride, or ill- 
nature. 

Therefore I muft infift, that good fenfe is the 
principal foundation of good manners : but be- 
caufe the former is a gift which very few among 
mankind arc poffefled of, therefore all the civi- 
lized nations of the world have agreed upon fix- 
ing fomc rules for common behaviour, bcft fuitr 
ed to their general cnftoms, or fancies, as a kind 
of artificial good fenfe, to fupply the defefts of 
of reafon. Without which the gentlemanly part 
of dunces would be perpetually at cuffs, as they 
feldom fail when they happen to be drunk, or 
engaged in fquabbles about women, or play; 
And, God be thanked, there hardly happeneth a 
duel in a year, which may not be imputed to one 
of thofe three motives. Upon which account, I 
fhould be exceedingly forry to find the Icgifla- 
turc make any new laws ^gainft the praftice of 
duelling ; becaufe the methods are eafy, and ma- 
ny, for a wife man to avoid a quarrel with hd* 
nour, or engage in it with innocence. And I 
can difcover no political evil, in fufFering bullies, 
ftiarpefs, and rakes to rid the world of each other 
by a method of their own, where the Jaw hath 
not been abte to find air expedient. 

As the' common forms of good manners were 
intended for regulating the conduct of thofe who 
have weak underftandings j fo they have been 
corrupted by the pcrfons for whofc ide they were 

contrived^ 
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contrived. For thefe people have fallen into a 
ncedlefs and endlefs way of multiplying ceremo- 
nies, which have been extremely troublefome to 
■ thofe who praftife them, and infupportable to e- 
very body elfe : infomuch, that wife men are of- 
ten more uneafy at the over-civility of thefe re- 
finers, than they could poflibly be in the convert- 
fations of peafants or mechanics. 

The impertinencics of this ceremonial beha* 
Tiour, are no where better feen than at thofe ta- 
bles, where ladies prefide; who value themfelvcs 
upon account of their good breeding ; where a 
man muft reckon upon pafSng an hour without 
doing any one thing he hath a mind to ; unlefs 
he will be fo hardy as to break through all the 
fettled decorum of the family. She determineth' 
what he loveth beft, and how much he Ihall eat 5, 
and if the mafter of the houfe happeneth to be of 
the fame difpofition, he proceedeih in the fame* 
tyrannical manner to prcfcribe in the drinking 
part : at the fame time, you are under a neceffity 
of anfwering a thoufand apologies for your en- 
tertainment. And although a good deal of this 
humour is pretty well worn off among many peo- 
ple of the beft fafhion, yet too much of it ftill re- 
maineth, efpecially in the country ; where an ho-^ 
neft gentleman aflured me, that having been kept 
four days, againft his will, at a friend's houfe, 
with all the circumftanccs of hiding his boots, 
locking up the ftable, and other contrivances of 
the like nature ; he could not remember, from the 
moment he came into the houfe,. to. the moment 

ho- 
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he left It, any one thing, wherein his inclination 
was not direftly contradiSed 5 as if the whole 
family had entered into a combination to torment 
him. 

But, befides all this, it would be endlcfs to re- 
count the many fooliih and ridiculous ao^idents I 
have obferved among thefe unfortunate profelytes 
to ceremony. I have feen a dutchefs fairly 
knocked down, by the precipitancy of an offi- 
cious coxcomb, running to fave her the trouble of 
opening a door. I remember upon a birth-day^ 
at court, a great lady was utterly dcfpcratc by a 
difti of fauce let fall by a page dircdly upon her 
head-drefs, and brocade; while ihe gave a fud- 
den turn to her elbow upon fome point of cere*- 
mony with the perfon that fat next her. Mon- 
fieur Buysy the Dutch envoy, whofc politics and 
manners were much of a fize, brought a fon with 
him, about thirteen years old, to a great table at 
court. The boy, and his father, whatever they 
put on their plates, they firft offered round in or- 
der, to every perfon in the company 5 fo that we 
could not get a minute's quiet during the whole 
dinner. At laft their two plates happened to cn« 
counter, and with fo much violence, that being 
china, they broke in twenty pieces, and ftam« 
ed half the company with wet fweet-meats and 
cream. 

There is a pedantry in manners, as in all arts 
and fciences ; and fometimes in trades. Peda»- 
try is properly the over-rating any kind of know- 
ledge we pretend to. And if that kind of know»- 

ledge. 
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ledge be a trifle in' itfelf, the pedantry is the 
greater. For which reafon, I look upon fiddlers^ 
dancing-mailers, heralds, maders of the ceremo- 
ny, {5*r. to be greater pedants, than Lipftus^ or 
the elder Scaliger. With thefc kind of pedants, 
the court, while I knew it, was always plentiful- 
ly flocked : I mean from the gcntleman-uflier (at 
leaft) inclufive, downward to the gentleman-por- 
ter ; who are, generally fpeaking, the mod infig- 
nificant race of people that this ifland can afford, 
and with the fmalleft tin£lure of good manners; 
which is the only trade they profefs. For being 
wholly illiterate, and conveifing chiefly with 
^ach other, they reduce the whole fyflem of 
breeding within the forms and circles of their 
feveral offices : and, as they are below the notice 
of miniflers, they live and die in court under all 
revolutions, with great obfequioufnefs to thofe 
who are in any degree of credit or favour, and 
with rudenefs or infolence to every body elfe. 
Jrom whence I havclong concluded, that good 
manners arc not a plant of the court growth : 
for, if they were, thofe people who have undcr- 
ftandings direftly of a level for fuch acquire- 
ments, and who have fcrvcd fuch long apprcn- 
ticefliips to nothing elfe, would certainly have 
picked them up. For, as to the great officers 
who attend the prince's perfon or councils, or 
prefide in his family, they arc a tranfient body, 
who have no better a titlp to good manners than 
.their neighbours, nor will probably have recoutfe 
to gentlemen-ufhers for inflrudlion. So that I 

know 
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know little to be learned at court upon this head, 
except in the material circumflance of drefs; 
wherein the authority of the maids of honour 
muft indeed be allowed to be almoft equal to that 
of a favourite adlrefs. 

I remember a paflage my Lord Bolinghrohe told 
me, that going to receive prince Eugene of Savoy 
at his landing, in order to conduft him imme- 
diately to the Queen, the prince faid, he was 
much concerned that he could not fee her Maje- 
fty that night 5 for Monfieur Hoffman (who was 
then by) had aflur^d her Highhefs, that he could 
not be admitted into her prefence with a tied- 
up periwig ; that his equipage was not arrived, 
and that he bad endeavouredjn vain to borrow a 
long one among all his valets and pages. My 
Lord turned the matter to a jeft, and brought the 
prince to her Majefty ; for which he was highly 
cenfured by the whole tribe of gentlemen-ufliers j 
among whom Monfieur Hoffman^ an old dull re- 
fident of the Emperor's, had picked up this ma- 
terial point of ceremony 5 and which, I believe, 
was the beft leiTon he had learned in five and 
twenty years refidence. 

I make a difference between good manners and 
good breeding 5 although, in order to vary my 
expreflion, I am fometimes forced to confound 
them. By the firft, I only underftand the art of 
remembering, and applying certain fettled forms 
of general behaviour. But good breeding is of a 
much larger extent 5 for befides an uncommon 
degree of literature, fufficient to qualify a gen- 
tleman - 
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S^ltman for reading a play^ or a poliiical pamph<« 
let, it taketh in a great compafs of knowledge ;' 
no lefs than that of dancing, fighting, gaming^ 
making the- circle of Italy ^ riding the great horfe^ 
and fpeaking*JFr^/iri& ; not ta mention fome other 
{ccoiaizTj^ or fubaltern accompIi(hment«, which 
are more eafily acquired: fo that the. difference 
between good breeding, and good manners, lieth 
in this ; that the former cannot be attained to by 
the heft underftandings, without ftudy and la- 
bour, whereas a tolerable degree of readinefs will 
inftru£t us in every part of good manners, with- 
out other afliftance. 

I can think of nothing mor« ufeful upon this 
fubje£):, than to point out fome particulars, where- 
in the very effentials of good maniiers are con- 
cerned, the neglefl: or perverting of which, doth 
very much difturb the good commerce of the 
world, by introducing a traffic of mutual uneafi- 
nefs in mod companies. 

Firft, a neceflary part of good manners, is .a 
pundlual obfervance of time at our own dwell- 
ings, or thofe of others, or at third places ; whe- 
ther upon matter of civility, bufinefs, or diver- 
Con \ which rule, though it be a plain di£late of 
common reafon, yet the greateft * minifter I ever 
knew, was the greateft trefpafler againft it ; by 
which all his bufinefs doubled upon him, and 
placed him in a continual arrear. Upon which I 
often ufed to rally him, as deficient in point of 

good 

• :Rjiibert iUrUj^ earl 0/ Qxford^ lord high treaftrer to Queca 
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good manners. I have .known more than onp 
ambaflador, and feqretary of ftate, with a yerj* 
moderate portion of intelle&uals,^ execute theic 
offices with good fuccefs and applaufc^ by the 
.JJierC; force of exaftncfe and regularity. If you 
du% ,obferve time for the fervice of another, it 
. . dpuhtes the obligation ; if upon your own account^ 
it ^uld be manifcft folly, as well as ingratitude^ 
to riegle£l it. If both are concerned ; to make 
ypur !pqual or inferior attend on you, to his own 
difad vantage, is pride and injuftice. 

rgiTw>ntncc o| forms cannot properly be ftyled 
ilhmajfaeiis; bccaufe forms are (uhje€t to fre- 
queatdb^i^cs j and confequently being not found-* 
ed ia|)oti i^a^Hj are beneath a wife man's regard* 
Bcfides^^tt^ f ary in every country j and, after a 
S:iott^tffc^%£ time, very frequently in the fame^ 
fo that.'a'Aian who travelleth, muft needs be at 
fifft a ilf aiiger to tfcem in every court through 
tvhich he -jpfafleth ; and, perhaps, at his return, at 
much a fkfanger in his own ; and, after all, thcj 
areeafiertobe remembered, or forgotten, than 
facesj p^^names. 

Indeed, among the many impertinencies that 
iup^ficial young men bring with them from a« 
br^ad;^ tbis bigotry of forms is one of the princi- 
pai,s^id more predominant than the reft} who 
Ib^^4pon them, not only, as if they were matters 
,t»p^lpx>{ admitting of choice, but even as pointa 
tif importance ; and therefore zealous upon all oc« 
Ci^ions to introduce and propagate the new forma 

y 01,101. C^q aui4 
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SnA fft(hidn« th^ Imve firdaght back with thtmi 
•fo thsit) ufmUyTp^aiungj tbcworft'bred peribn in 
the coiA^hy is t young tmVilMt JVift Attorned 
fioinabroadr " 
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